The  Boys  Town  Collection 

and  important  properties  fvom  the 

Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection 


ffcHPi 


Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc 


March  5-7, 1998 

Baltimore,  MD 


The  Bovs  Town  Collection 

iinJ  nnft'Wdftt  p,  i  /«i  (  m 

Charles  S.  Mamivc  <  ullei  iion 


March  5-7.  OWN 
Baltimore.  VII  > 
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176.00 

8 

7975.00 

14 

990.00 

19 

385.00 

25 

220.00 

30 

522.50 

35 

550.00 

41 

247.50 

46 

357.50 

53 

852.50 

2 

1100.00 

9 

4620.00 

15 

495.00 

20 

522.50 

26 

192.50 

31 

357.50 

37 

1320.00 

42 

605.00 

48 

715.00 

54 

132.00 

3 

605.00 

11 

220.00 

16 

330.00 

21 

357.50 

27 

605.00 

32 

495.00 

38 

132:00 

43 

192.50 

49 

82.50 

55 

522.50 

4 

660.00 

12 

1100.00 

17 

550.00 

22 

220.00 

28 

247.50 

33 

192.50 

39 

154.00 

44 

1045.00 

50 

330.00 

56 

935.00 

5 

357.50 

13 

3190.00 

18 

253.00 

23 

605.00 

29 

220.00 

34 

440.00 

40 

352.00 

45 

1100.00 

51 

192.50 

57 

770.00 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Mercna  •  Box  1224  •  Wolfe  boro,  NH  03H94 


PRICES  REALIZED 


The  Boys  Town 
Collection 


Realizes  $3,819,491 


March  5-7,  1998 
Baltimore,  MD 


Lot  1582 

Choice  1889-CC  MS-63  DMPL 
$19,800 


Lot  2136 

Gem  1881  Proof-65  $3 
$27,500 


Lot  2041 
Important  1802/1 
AU-55  Quarter  Eagle 
$23,100 


Lot  2085 
Superb  Gem  1908 
Proof-66  $2.50 
$19,800 


Lot  2201 
Lovely 
Uncirculated 
1803  MS-63  Eagle 
$29,150 


Lot  2285 

1908  Matte  Proof-66 
$20 

$61,600 


Lot  2561 

A  Vignette  from  this  Highly 
Important  Group  Which  Realized 
$5,720 


Prices  realized  include  the  10%  buyers  fee — Lots  omitted  represent  unsold  lots  known  to  us  as  of  the  sale  date. 
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38 

907.30 

127 

2750.00 

202 

1100.00 

272 

825.00 

339 

4180.00 

406 

374.00 

477 

2530.00 

550 

1760.00 

616 

192.50 

1009 

5280.00 

59 

412.50 

128 

484.00 

203 

2310.00 

273 

5720.00 

340 

4180.00 

407 

1210.00 

479 

412.50 

551 

1650.00 

617 

825.00 

1010 

2420.00 

60 

220.00 

129 

660.00 

204 

550.00 

274 

192.50 

341 

3960.00 

408 

577.50 

480 

770.00 

552 

1650.00 

618 

506.00 

1012 

7700.00 

61 

440.00 

130 

357.50 

205 

2640.00 

275 

330.00 

342 

1540.00 

409 

462.00 

481 

825.00 

553 

418.00 

619 

176.00 

1013 

2640.00 

62 

770.00 

131 

3740.00 

206 

550.00 

277 

132.00 

343 

1430.00 

411 

770.00 

482 

797.50 

554 

825.00 

620 

1870.00 

1014 

16500.00 

63 

935.00 

132 

1210.00 

207 

440.00 

278 

1210.00 

344 

396.00 

413 

462.00 

483 

742.50 

555 

715.00 

621 

352.00 

1015 

3190.00 

64 

605.00 

133 

1870.00 

208 

990.00 

279 

352.00 

345 

357.50 

414 

522.50 

484 

1045.00 

556 

1760.00 

622 

242.00 

1016 

2090.00 

65 

220.00 

134 

935.00 

209 

825.00 

280 

506.00 

346 

308.00 

415 

1540.00 

485 

770.00 

557 

715.00 

623 

4180.00 

1017 

5280.00 

66 

176.00 

135 

3740.00 

210 

550.00 

281 

176.00 

347 

467.50 

416 

440.00 

486 

660.00 

558 

605.00 

624 

1540.00 

1018 

3960.00 

67 

220.00 

137 

924.00 

211 

6600.00 

282 

242.00 

348 

880.00 

417 

440.00 

487 

550.00 

559 

935.00 

625 

462.00 

1019 

264.00 

68 

165.00 

138 

522.50 

212 

550.00 

283 

286.00 

349 

412.50 

418 

242.00 

488 

3080.00 

560 

632.50 

626 

132.00 

1020 

4400.00 

69 

605.00 

139 

605.00 

213 

880.00 

284 

990.00 

350 

1210.00 

419 

412.50 

489 

2530.00 

561 

522.50 

627 

605.00 

1021 

1320.00 

70 

715.00 

140 

22000.00 

214 

3520.00 

285 

660.00 

351 

715.00 

420 

462.00 

490 

1540.00 

562 

176.00 

628 

1430.00 

1022 

2200.00 

71 

1870.00 

142 

1210.00 

215 

2420.00 

286 

550.00 

352 

605.00 

421 

423.50 

491 

264.00 

563 

396.00 

629 

308.00 

1023 

2640.00 

72 

990.00 

143 

577.50 

216 

660.00 

287 

550.00 

353 

1155.00 

422 

2640.00 

492 

330.00 

564 

484.00 

630 

880.00 

1024 

3300.00 

74 

253.00 

144 

770.00 

217 

605.00 

288 

825.00 

354 

495.00 

423 

374.00 

493 

7425.00 

565 

423.50 

631 

220.00 

1025 

1430.00 

75 

880.00 

146 

5280.00 

218 

550.00 

289 

660.00 

355 

880.00 

424 

1980.00 

494 

2255.00 

566 

880.00 

632 

2310.00 

1026 

990.00 

76 

495.00 

147 

1980.00 

219 

1100.00 

290 

412.50 

356 

484.00 

425 

935.00 

495 

26400.00 

567 

715.00 

633 

616.00 

1027 

880.00 

77 

715.00 

149 

302.50 

221 

770.00 

291 

2750.00 

357 

825.00 

426 

1650.00 

496 

396.00 

568 

1430.00 

634 

1210.00 

1028 

1760.00 

78 

7700.00 

150 

1210.00 

222 

935.00 

292 

1045.00 

358 

825.00 

427 

990.00 

497 

4400.00 

569 

264.00 

635 

880.00 

1029 

1045.00 

79 

1870.00 

151 

440.00 

223 

660.00 

293 

357.50 

359 

715.00 

428 

550.00 

498 

1100.00 

570 

4180.00 

636 

198.00 

1030 

506.00 

80 

1980.00 

152 

522.50 

224 

220.00 

294 

3300.00 

360 

935.00 

429 

522.50 

499 

12100.00 

571 

1815.00 

637 

132.00 

1031 

4400.00 

81 

825.00 

154 

1540.00 

225 

1870.00 

295 

605.00 

361 

1210.00 

430 

1210.00 

500 

1034.00 

572 

1045.00 

638 

605.00 

1032 

473.00 

82 

192.50 

155 

1045.00 

226 

1430.00 

296 

7425.00 

362 

1320.00 

431 

2970.00 

501 

15400.00 

573 

7040.00 

639 

506.00 

1033 

2970.00 

83 

495.00 

156 

825.00 

228 

203.50 

297 

660.00 

363 

275.00 

432 

3080.00 

503 

9350.00 

574 

7040.00 

640 

110.00 

1034 

4180.00 

84 

1 155.00 

157 

3520.00 

230 

1980.00 

298 

825.00 

364 

385.00 

433 

1540.00 

504 

27500.00 

575 

2530.00 

641 

154.00 

1035 

4840.00 

85 

825.00 

158 

2750.00 

231 

357.50 

299 

2200.00 

365 

990.00 

434 

1430.00 

505 

990.00 

576 

506.00 

642 

825.00 

1036 

1870.00 

86 

286.00 

159 

990.00 

232 

715.00 

300 

715.00 

366 

253.00 

435 

1540.00 

506 

15400.00 

577 

264.00 

643 

1210.00 

1037 

528.00 

87 

242.00 

160 

165.00 

233 

2530.00 

301 

1430.00 

367 

440.00 

436 

1320.00 

507 

1045.00 

578 

3630.00 

644 

286.00 

1038 

6380.00 

88 

242.00 

161 

220.00 

234 

660.00 

302 

935.00 

368 

330.00 

437 

1045.00 

510 

24200.00 

579 

1925.00 

645 

374.00 

1039 

352.00 

89 

352.00 

162 

1045.00 

235 

440.00 

303 

880.00 

369 

935.00 

438 

1760.00 

511 

605.00 

580 

2475.00 

646 

1100.00 

1040 

715.00 

90 

264.00 

163 

6380.00 

236 

5775.00 

304 

495.00 

370 

110.00 

439 

1210.00 

512 

660.00 

581 

495.00 

647 

176.00 

1041 

330.00 

91 

715.00 

164 

5060.00 

237 

1870.00 

305 

660.00 

371 

825.00 

440 

990.00 

513 

2090.00 

582 

3080.00 

648 

1045.00 

1042 

506.00 

92 

605.00 

165 

1430.00 

238 

660.00 

306 

247.50 

372 

511.50 

443 

1100.00 

514 

1650.00 

583 

2695.00 

649 

198.00 

1043 

1650.00 

93 

852.50 

167 

880.00 

239 

440.00 

307 

187.00 

373 

352.00 

444 

1650.00 

515 

770.00 

584 

605.00 

650 

104.50 

1044 

2420.00 

94 

935.00 

168 

2750.00 

240 

330.00 

308 

495.00 

374 

1485.00 

445 

797.50 

516 

2640.00 

585 

2310.00 

651 

374.00 

1045 

3080.00 

95 

10450.00 

169 

1540.00 

241 

715.00 

309 

1375.00 

375 

1650.00 

446 

1045.00 

517 

412.50 

586 

330.00 

652 

165.00 

1046 

1210.00 

96 

1980.00 

170 

880.00 

242 

522.50 

310 

462.00 

376 

660.00 

447 

1760.00 

518 

2200.00 

587 

242.00 

653 

113.30 

1047 

2640.00 

97 

715.00 

171 

2090.00 

243 

1320.00 

311 

660.00 

377 

660.00 

448 

1265.00 

519 

2530.00 

588 

770.00 

654 

440.00 

1048 

1430.00 

98 

14300.00 

172 

660.00 

244 

935.00 

312 

308.00 

378 

440.00 

449 

1265.00 

520 

275.00 

589 

495.00 

655 

154.00 

1049 

1430.00 

99 

19800.00 

173 

1045.00 

245 

330.00 

313 

660.00 

379 

1210.00 

450 

880.00 

521 

308.00 

590 

1210.00 

656 

687.50 

1051 

275.00 

101 

242.00 

174 

605.00 

246 

275.00 

314 

440.00 

380 

385.00 

451 

748.00 

522 

770.00 

591 

330.00 

657 

3740.00 

1052 

4400.00 

102 

7700.00 

175 

605.00 

247 

440.00 

315 

4620.00 

381 

330.00 

452 

550.00 

523 

462.00 

592 

220.00 

658 

302.50 

1053 

2530.00 

103 

907.50 

176 

440.00 

248 

231.00 

316 

302.50 

382 

825.00 

453 

1981.10 

524 

1210.00 

593 

2970.00 

660 

275.00 

1054 

990.00 

104 

440.00 

177 

660.00 

249 

286.00 

317 

330.00 

383 

1760.00 

454 

3960.00 

526 

605.00 

594 

522.50 

661 

770.00 

1055 

1320.00 

105 

4180.00 

180 

550.00 

250 

550.00 

318 

357.50 

385 

660.00 

455 

2090.00 

527 

7920.00 

595 

231.00 

663 

594.00 

1056 

1430.00 

106 

825.00 

181 

1210.00 

251 

990.00 

319 

1980.00 

386 

715.00 

456 

1870.00 

528 

9900.00 

596 

220.00 

664 

330.00 

1057 

1210.00 

107 

302.50 

182 

385.00 

252 

357.50 

320 

715.00 

387 

660.00 

457 

2090.00 

529 

1925.00 

597 

1540.00 

665 

412.50 

1058 

495.00 

108 

2970.00 

183 

825.00 

253 

412.50 

321 

605.00 

388 

550.00 

458 

770.00 

530 

1430.00 

598 

374.00 

666 

7700.00 

1059 

2090.00 

109 

4620.00 

184 

825.00 

254 

550.00 

322 

1760.00 

389 

385.00 

459 

1177.00 

531 

484.00 

599 

396.00 

667 

1320.00 

1060 

1430.00 

110 

1705.00 

185 

825.00 

255 

687.50 

323 

880.00 

390 

275.00 

460 

1760.00 

533 

2530.00 

600 

121.00 

668 

2310.00 

1061 

330.00 

111 

1705.00 

186 

3190.00 

256 

7975.00 

324 

1705.00 

391 

632.50 

461 

1105.50 

534 

2530.00 

601 

1265.00 

669 

1980.00 

1062 

1430.00 

112 

715.00 

187 

522.50 

257 

385.00 

325 

495.00 

392 

550.00 

462 

632.50 

535 

1210.00 

602 

374.00 

670 

3190.00 

1063 

522.50 

113 

632.50 

188 

165.00 

258 

357.50 

326 

825.00 

393 

770.00 

463 

660.00 

536 

19800.00 

603 

2475.00 

671 

1320.00 

1064 

550.00 

114 

9900.00 

189 

4400.00 

259 

357.50 

327 

880.00 

394 

561.00 

464 

555.50 

538 

2970.00 

604 

396.00 

672 

1210.00 

1065 

1595.00 

115 

4180.00 

190 

137.50 

260 

528.00 

328 

330.00 

395 

550.00 

465 

330.00 

539 

1540.00 

605 

132.00 

673 

1650.00 

1066 

990.00 

116 

1540.00 

191 

1980.00 

261 

1980.00 

329 

605.00 

396 

484.00 

466 

319.00 

540 

1650.00 

606 

2750.00 

674 

412.50 

1067 

605.00 

117 

962.50 

192 

330.00 

262 

357.50 

330 

275.00 

397 

396.00 

467 

385.00 

541 

5940.00 

607 

308.00 

675 

1925.00 

1068 

1265.00 

118 

2200.00 

193 

2640.00 

263 

1045.00 

331 

401.50 

398 

3740.00 

468 

302.50 

542 

1540.00 

608 

2200.00 

1001 

1430.00 

1069 

3190.00 

119 

275.00 

195 

2970.00 

264 

5060.00 

332 

385.00 

399 

825.00 

469 

275.00 

543 

1540.00 

609 

1870.00 

1002 

1320.00 

1070 

2310.00 

120 

176.00 

196 

1430.00 

265 

1210.00 

333 

220.00 

400 

1045.00 

470 

275.00 

544 

2310.00 

610 

605.00 

1003 

264.00 

1071 

440.00 

121 

605.00 

197 

247.50 

266 

660.00 

334 

495.00 

401 

990.00 

471 

275.00 

545 

2420.00 

611 

242.00 

1004 

3520.00 

1072 

550.00 

122 

550.00 

198 

412.50 

268 

990.00 

335 

2860.00 

402 

1 100.00 

472 

275.00 

546 

1540.00 

612 

1485.00 

1005 

990.00 

1073 

2530.00 

123 

3300.00 

199 

2200.00 

269 

220.00 

336 

1 430.00 

403 

192.50 

473 

275.00 

547 

1650.00 

613 

418.00 

1006 

1815.00 

1074 

1375.00 

124 

3960.00 

200 

2420.00 

270 

1320.00 

337 

2310.00 

404 

110.00 

474 

264.00 

548 

990.00 

614 

242.00 

1007 

2640.00 

1075 

451.00 

126 

962.50 

201 

247.50 

271 

770.00 

338 

467.50 

405 

506.00 

476 

247.50 

549 

1760.00 

615 

1045.00 

1008 

1210.00 

1076 

825.00 

Prices  realized  include  the  10%  buyers  fee — Lots  omitted  represent  unsold  lots  known  to  us  as  of  the  sale  date. 


Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

1077 

1980.00 

1149 

1870.00 

1218 

5280.00 

1285 

1072.50 

1359 

1650.00 

1432 

990.00 

1499 

374.00 

1568 

2970.00 

1634 

770.00 

2022 

2420.00 

1078 

484.00 

1150 

1870.00 

1219 

3190.00 

1286 

1980.00 

1361 

1540.00 

1433 

550.00 

1500 

1155.00 

1569 

374.00 

1635 

440.00 

2023 

935.00 

1079 

2640.00 

1152 

1210.00 

1220 

4400.00 

1287 

825.00 

1362 

1980.00 

1434 

1430.00 

1501 

2090.00 

1570 

990.00 

1637 

687.50 

2024 

1870.00 

1080 

2860.00 

1154 

2420.00 

1221 

3520.00 

1289 

385.00 

1364 

357.50 

1435 

1760.00 

1502 

473.00 

1571 

935.00 

1638 

473.00 

2025 

4400.00 

1081 

5720.00 

1155 

935.00 

1222 

1100.00 

1290 

385.00 

1366 

330.00 

1436 

935.00 

1503 

2310.00 

1572 

1210.00 

1639 

1320.00 

2026 

14300.00 

1082 

3740.00 

1156 

1320.00 

1223 

4400.00 

1291 

5610.00 

1367 

522.50 

1437 

3740.00 

1504 

1540.00 

1573 

660.00 

1640 

220.00 

2027 

715.00 

1083 

5610.00 

1157 

1072.50 

1224 

1540.00 

1292 

1320.00 

1368 

2860.00 

1438 

715.00 

1505 

473.00 

1574 

3080.00 

1641 

3190.00 

2028 

462.00 

1084 

4400.00 

1158 

1980.00 

1225 

4180.00 

1293 

1100.00 

1369 

1430.00 

1439 

484.00 

1506 

880.00 

1575 

1100.00 

1642 

1540.00 

2029 

742.50 

1085 

3520.00 

1160 

605.00 

1226 

3410.00 

1294 

495.00 

1370 

396.00 

1440 

1650.00 

1507 

715.00 

1576 

1430.00 

1643 

2970.00 

2030 

1650.00 

1086 

330.00 

1161 

143.00 

1227 

2200.00 

1295 

1430.00 

1371 

2420.00 

1441 

1870.00 

1508 

1980.00 

1577 

418.00 

1644 

880.00 

2031 

5720.00 

1088 

2970.00 

1162 

1210.00 

1228 

3520.00 

1296 

2200.00 

1372 

605.00 

1442 

8580.00 

1510 

1430.00 

1578 

1210.00 

1645 

374.00 

2032 

2090.00 

1090 

220.00 

1163 

1045.00 

1229 

2310.00 

1297 

1650.00 

1373 

3190.00 

1443 

6380.00 

1512 

484.00 

1579 

1210.00 

1646 

770.00 

2033 

1650.00 

1091 

825.00 

1164 

506.00 

1230 

3960.00 

1298 

880.00 

1374 

3300.00 

1444 

25300.00 

1513 

660.00 

1580 

880.00 

1647 

1320.00 

2034 

3080.00 

1092 

1650.00 

1165 

10450.00 

1231 

528.00 

1299 

3740.00 

1375 

550.00 

1445 

20900.00 

1514 

660.00 

1581 

385.00 

1648 

1210.00 

2035 

825.00 

1093 

990.00 

1166 

132.00 

1232 

1980.00 

1300 

3300.00 

1376 

852.50 

1446 

5940.00 

1515 

500.50 

1582 

19800.00 

1649 

1430.00 

2036 

770.00 

1094 

1100.00 

1167 

742.50 

1234 

2970.00 

1301 

1100.00 

1377 

1210.00 

1447 

742.50 

1516 

1100.00 

1583 

3520.00 

1650 

522.50 

2037 

4620.00 

1095 

330.00 

1168 

1210.00 

1235 

3520.00 

1302 

660.00 

1378 

577.50 

1448 

1815.00 

1517 

605.00 

1584 

1045.00 

1651 

462.00 

2038 

1017.50 

1096 

330.00 

1169 

1925.00 

1236 

1980.00 

1303 

1430.00 

1379 

907.50 

1449 

1210.00 

1518 

473.00 

1585 

577.50 

1652 

2860.00 

2039 

1650.00 

1097 

462.00 

1170 

825.00 

1237 

13200.00 

1304 

880.00 

1380 

1320.00 

1450 

1430.00 

1519 

1100.00 

1586 

2310.00 

1653 

1045.00 

2040 

352.00 

1098 

275.00 

1171 

319.00 

1238 

1650.00 

1305 

412.50 

1381 

440.00 

1451 

1320.00 

1520 

1430.00 

1587 

1650.00 

1654 

935.00 

2041 

23100.00 

1099 

1650.00 

1172 

605.00 

1239 

3960.00 

1306 

660.00 

1382 

357.50 

1452 

2310.00 

1521 

825.00 

1588 

3520.00 

1655 

935.00 

2042 

9350.00 

1100 

990.00 

1173 

297.00 

1240 

1815.00 

1307 

4180.00 

1383 

467.50 

1453 

1320.00 

1522 

550.00 

1589 

605.00 

1656 

577.50 

2043 

7040.00 

1101 

396.00 

1174 

1815.00 

1241 

3960.00 

1308 

2420.00 

1384 

2310.00 

1454 

770.00 

1523 

484.00 

1590 

5280.00 

1657 

352.00 

2044 

9350.00 

1102 

495.00 

1175 

143.00 

1242 

1980.00 

1309 

1210.00 

1385 

550.00 

1455 

5720.00 

1524 

825.00 

1591 

1100.00 

1658 

440.00 

2045 

8800.00 

1103 

825.00 

1176 

418.00 

1243 

3740.00 

1310 

605.00 

1386 

2530.00 

1456 

770.00 

1525 

286.00 

1592 

1485.00 

1659 

550.00 

2046 

4400.00 

1104 

3300.00 

1177 

♦.  550.00 

1244 

4840.00 

1311 

6820.00 

1387 

935.00 

1457 

935.00 

1526 

1210.00 

1593 

132.00 

1660 

3960.00 

2047 

6600.00 

1105 

7150.00 

1178 

687.50 

1245 

3740.00 

1313 

1650.00 

1388 

715.00 

1458 

1210.00 

1527 

2860.00 

1594 

550.00 

1661 

1331.00 

2048 

5500.00 

1106 

418.00 

1179 

7260.00 

1246 

1540.00 

1314 

715.00 

1391 

935.00 

1459 

495.00 

1528 

1100.00 

1595 

605.00 

1662 

1430.00 

2049 

847.00 

1107 

2530.00 

1180 

1540.00 

1247 

3960.00 

1315 

825.00 

1393 

1705.00 

1460 

1320.00 

1529 

880.00 

1596 

506.00 

1663 

418.00 

2050 

3740.00 

1110 

2860.00 

1181 

1760.00 

1248 

1760.00 

1316 

467.50 

1394 

550.00 

1461 

1430.00 

1530 

385.00 

1597 

825.00 

1664 

935.00 

2051 

2860.00 

mi 

440.00 

1182 

275.00 

1249 

3190.00 

1318 

990.00 

1395 

363.00 

1462 

522.50 

1531 

231.00 

1598 

935.00 

1665 

990.00 

2052 

1760.00 

1112 

2860.00 

1183 

1155.00 

1250 

462.00 

1319 

495.00 

1396 

825.00 

1463 

605.00 

1532 

308.00 

1599 

1980.00 

1666 

192.50 

2053 

2420.00 

1113 

3190.00 

1184 

5720.00 

1251 

2750.00 

1320 

2090.00 

1397 

605.00 

1464 

825.00 

1533 

715.00 

1600 

1980.00 

1667 

1375.00 

2054 

4400.00 

1114 

2970.00 

1185 

770.00 

1252 

484.00 

1321 

3960.00 

1398 

2915.00 

1465 

1540.00 

1534 

770.00 

1601 

2090.00 

1668 

374.00 

2055 

308.00 

1115 

506.00 

1186 

1320.00 

1253 

4620.00 

1323 

715.00 

1399 

742.50 

1466 

374.00 

1535 

1045.00 

1602 

330.00 

1669 

1870.00 

2056 

1760.00 

1116 

4620.00 

1187 

5720.00 

1254 

5500.00 

1324 

1001.00 

1400 

2310.00 

1467 

2970.00 

1536 

522.50 

1603 

286.00 

1670 

506.00 

2057 

770.00 

1117 

286.00 

1188 

1045.00 

1255 

2200.00 

1325 

825.00 

1401 

4620.00 

1468 

1650.00 

1537 

1760.00 

1604 

165.00 

1671 

1705.00 

2058 

352.00 

1118 

3080.00 

1189 

1540.00 

1256 

4840.00 

1327 

4180.00 

1402 

880.00 

1469 

715.00 

1538 

495.00 

1605 

880.00 

1672 

825.00 

2059 

8140.00 

1119 

522.50 

1190 

660.00 

1257 

2475.00 

1328 

3080.00 

1403 

522.50 

1470 

715.00 

1539 

550.00 

1606 

2530.00 

1673 

313.50 

2060 

396.00 

1120 

396.00 

1191 

605.00 

1258 

2200.00 

1329 

2200.00 

1404 

412.50 

1471 

825.00 

1540 

302.50 

1607 

5940.00 

1674 

1320.00 

2061 

19800.00 

1121 

165.00 

1192 

374.00 

1259 

2530.00 

1330 

935.00 

1405 

286.00 

1472 

715.00 

1541 

154.00 

1608 

3520.00 

1675 

1650.00 

2062 

17600.00 

1122 

3080.00 

1193 

1210.00 

1260 

4400.00 

1331 

660.00 

1406 

935.00 

1473 

467.50 

1543 

440.00 

1609 

3960.00 

1676 

1705.00 

2063 

22000.00 

1123 

19800.00 

1194 

770.00 

1261 

2970.00 

1332 

2860.00 

1407 

357.50 

1474 

660.00 

1544 

797.50 

1610 

715.00 

1677 

1650.00 

2064 

16500.00 

1124 

192.50 

1195 

330.00 

1262 

1540.00 

1333 

2200.00 

1408 

3520.00 

1475 

2200.00 

1545 

1100.00 

1611 

4400.00 

1678 

242.00 

2065 

2310.00 

1125 

4400.00 

1196 

330.00 

1263 

880.00 

1334 

484.00 

1409 

3190.00 

1476 

2145.00 

1546 

1017.50 

1612 

440.00 

1679 

1265.00 

2066 

825.00 

1126 

660.00 

1197 

1870.00 

1264 

2750.00 

1335 

660.00 

1410 

1485.00 

1477 

1760.00 

1547 

1650.00 

1613 

2860.00 

2001 

1650.00 

2067 

550.00 

1127 

528.00 

1198 

1100.00 

1265 

2640.00 

1336 

3960.00 

1411 

1430.00 

1478 

2090.00 

1548 

935.00 

1614 

660.00 

2002 

2090.00 

2068 

9350.00 

1128 

990.00 

1199 

506.00 

1266 

2585.00 

1337 

4950.00 

1412 

1430.00 

1479 

462.00 

1549 

715.00 

1615 

462.00 

2003 

1045.00 

2069 

825.00 

1129 

440.00 

1,200 

2530.00 

1267 

396.00 

1338 

3520.00 

1413 

4620.00 

1480 

467.50 

1550 

440.00 

1616 

396.00 

2004 

412.50 

2070 

1210.00 

1130 

462.00 

1201 

2750.00 

1268 

3520.00 

1339 

605.00 

1414 

4400.00 

1481 

1430.00 

1551 

242.00 

1617 

3520.00 

2005 

1980.00 

2071 

605.00 

1131 

242.00 

1202 

2750.00 

1269 

1870.00 

1340 

4400.00 

1415 

2310.00 

1482 

1430.00 

1552 

2310.00 

1618 

2915.00 

2006 

1430.00 

2072 

2530.00 

1132 

385.00 

1203 

3960.00 

1270 

2420.00 

1341 

330.00 

1416 

1210.00 

1483 

1210.00 

1553 

330.00 

1619 

1017.50 

2007 

522.50 

2073 

3190.00 

1133 

3520.00 

1204 

4840.00 

1271 

2640.00 

1342 

1870.00 

1417 

4840.00 

1484 

12100.00 

1554 

412.50 

1620 

990.00 

2008 

2310.00 

2074 

12100.00 

1135 

1925.00 

1205 

2200.00 

1272 

5500.00 

1343 

605.00 

1418 

4950.00 

1485 

2640.00 

1555 

4620.00 

1621 

2310.00 

2009 

935.00 

2075 

4400.00 

1136 

1430.00 

1206 

5060.00 

1273 

2750.00 

1345 

412.50 

1419 

2585.00 

1486 

308.00 

1556 

4400.00 

1622 

11000.00 

2010 

1320.00 

2076 

2970.00 

1137 

3300.00 

1207 

3190.00 

1274 

1540.00 

1347 

2530.00 

1420 

3520.00 

1487 

1870.00 

1557 

308.00 

1623 

2860.00 

2011 

440.00 

2077 

2420.00 

1139 

286.00 

1208 

5720.00 

1275 

5280.00 

1348 

660.00 

1421 

1375.00 

1488 

2090.00 

1558 

198.00 

1624 

2420.00 

2012 

715.00 

2078 

1760.00 

1140 

330.00 

1209 

3080.00 

1276 

2475.00 

1349 

10010.00 

1422 

1870.00 

1489 

1430.00 

1559 

1210.00 

1625 

2420.00 

2013 

1870.00 

2079 

1815.00 

1141 

1210.00 

1210 

4180.00 

1277 

2530.00 

1350 

12100.00 

1423 

3850.00 

1490 

1100.00 

1560 

605.00 

1626 

660.00 

2014 

1540.00 

2080 

770.00 

1142 

852.50 

1211 

3080.00 

1278 

1430.00 

1351 

412.50 

1424 

385.00 

1491 

220.00 

1561 

440.00 

1627 

6160.00 

2015 

374.00 

2081 

880.00 

1143 

770.00 

1212 

3960.00 

1279 

4840.00 

1353 

2640.00 

1425 

1320.00 

1492 

363.00 

1562 

396.00 

1628 

605.00 

2016 

1540.00 

2082 

7040.00 

1144 

1430.00 

1213 

374.00 

1280 

2310.00 

1354 

2860.00 

1426 

770.00 

1493 

132.00 

1563 

357.50 

1629 

15400.00 

2017 

880.00 

2083 

2420.00 

1145 

660.00 

1214 

1925.00 

1281 

2750.00 

1355 

473.00 

1427 

550.00 

1494 

770.00 

1564 

302.50 

1630 

462.00 

2018 

1980.00 

2084 

1045.00 

1146 

330.00 

1215 

4400.00 

1282 

3520.00 

1356 

605.00 

1428 

2420.00 

1496 

577.50 

1565 

935.00 

1631 

2860.00 

2019 

2530.00 

2085 

19800.00 

1147 

412.50 

1216 

3080.00 

1283 

1870.00 

1357 

412.50 

1430 

2860.00 

1497 

522.50 

1566 

1760.00 

1632 

495.00 

2020 

2035.00 

2086 

660.00 

1148 

308.00 

1217 

1870.00 

1284 

3960.00 

1358 

2200.00 

1431 

924.00 

1498 

550.00 

1567 

440.00 

1633 

1760.00 

2021 

2640.00 

2087 

4400.00 

Prices  realized  include  the  10%  buyers  fee — Lots  omitted  represent  unsold  lots  known  to  us  as  of  the  sale  date. 


Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

2088 

797.50 

2156 

4730.00 

2229 

1210.00 

2297 

5775.00 

2371 

605.00 

2442 

467.50 

2514 

467.50 

2582 

275.00 

2664 

1430.00 

2734 

330.00 

2089 

770.00 

2157 

2860.00 

2230 

1760.00 

2298 

5940.00 

2372 

506.00 

2443 

1485.00 

2515 

671.00 

2583 

495.00 

2665 

264.00 

2735 

990.00 

2090 

660.00 

2158 

1430.00 

2231 

330.00 

2299 

7370.00 

2373 

495.00 

2444 

330.00 

2516 

2750.00 

2584 

522.50 

2666 

2530.00 

2736 

357.50 

2091 

1210.00 

2159 

6325.00 

2232 

302.50 

2300 

2860.00 

2374 

264.00 

2445 

660.00 

2517 

220.00 

2585 

715.00 

2667 

1650.00 

2737 

1100.00 

2092 

5280.00 

2160 

5280.00 

2233 

1100.00 

2301 

1210.00 

2377 

715.00 

2446 

1045.00 

2518 

2420.00 

2586 

440.00 

2668 

605.00 

2738 

192.50 

2093 

1320.00 

2161 

1320.00 

2234 

302.50 

2302 

13200.00 

2378 

506.00 

2447 

385.00 

2519 

1100.00 

2587 

165.00 

2669 

2860.00 

2739 

220.00 

2094 

20900.00 

2162 

357.50 

2235 

10450.00 

2303 

1870.00 

2379 

770.00 

2448 

385.00 

2520 

2310.00 

2588 

176.00 

2670 

1210.00 

2740 

1650.00 

2095 

880.00 

2163 

1045.00 

2236 

341.00 

2304 

3850.00 

2380 

660.00 

2449 

781.00 

2521 

165.00 

2589 

5280.00 

2671 

286.00 

2741 

467.50 

2096 

16500.00 

2164 

385.00 

2237 

2310.00 

2305 

3960.00 

2381 

550.00 

2451 

341.00 

2522 

165.00 

2590 

302.50 

2672 

385.00 

2742 

550.00 

2097 

495.00 

2165 

825.00 

2238 

330.00 

2306 

2200.00 

2382 

605.00 

2452 

715.00 

2523 

148.50 

2591 

308.00 

2673 

522.50 

2743 

330.00 

2098 

12100.00 

2166 

2310.00 

2239 

220.00 

2307 

12100.00 

2383 

2640.00 

2453 

1265.00 

2524 

495.00 

2592 

88.00 

2674 

935.00 

2744 

605.00 

2099 

15400.00 

2167 

3300.00 

2240 

605.00 

2308 

2860.00 

2385 

374.00 

2454 

660.00 

2525 

357.50 

2593 

88.00 

2675 

330.00 

2745 

715.00 

2100 

2530.00 

2169 

2310.00 

2241 

352.00 

2309 

1980.00 

2386 

462.00 

2455 

715.00 

2526 

880.00 

2594 

418.00 

2676 

2420.00 

2746 

423.50 

2101 

880.00 

2170 

1980.00 

2242 

550.00 

2310 

1815.00 

2387 

2750.00 

2456 

962.50 

2527 

242.00 

2595 

1320.00 

2677 

770.00 

2747 

462.00 

2102 

605.00 

2171 

2200.00 

2243 

687.50 

2311 

1540.00 

2388 

10725.00 

2457 

825.00 

2528 

550.00 

2596 

275.00 

2678 

330.00 

2749 

550.00 

2103 

715.00 

2172 

1430.00 

2244 

671.00 

2312 

264.00 

2389 

1870.00 

2459 

363.00 

2529 

990.00 

2597 

1045.00 

2679 

385.00 

2750 

357.50 

2104 

550.00 

2173 

1870.00 

2245 

715.00 

2316 

742.50 

2390 

1430.00 

2460 

198.00 

2530 

1760.00 

2598 

1210.00 

2680 

990.00 

2751 

555.50 

2105 

506.00 

2175 

385.00 

2246 

1210.00 

2317 

495.00 

2391 

440.00 

2461 

1100.00 

2531 

110.00 

2599 

88.00 

2681 

1100.00 

2752 

462.00 

2106 

577.50 

2177 

220.00 

2247 

374.00 

2318 

825.00 

2392 

880.00 

2462 

1100.00 

2532 

1045.00 

2600 

2200.00 

2682 

715.00 

2753 

286.00 

2107 

522.50 

2178 

192.50 

2248 

352.00 

2319 

330.00 

2393 

825.00 

2463 

632.50 

2533 

330.00 

2601 

132.00 

2683 

880.00 

2754 

286.00 

2108 

605.00 

2179 

1430.00 

2249 

880.00 

2320 

1540.00 

2394 

770.00 

2464 

825.00 

2534 

1100.00 

2602 

1320.00 

2684 

176.00 

2755 

154.00 

2109 

418.00 

2180 

5500.00 

2250 

770.00 

2321 

330.00 

2395 

1320.00 

2465 

660.00 

2535 

352.00 

2603 

357.50 

2685 

286.00 

2756 

522.50 

2110 

10450.00 

2181 

1045.00 

2251 

5060.00 

2322 

605.00 

2396 

352.00 

2466 

533.50 

2536 

1650.00 

2604 

522.50 

2686 

522.50 

2757 

242.00 

2111 

2750.00 

2182 

467.50 

2252 

990.00 

2323 

825.00 

2397 

484.00 

2467 

660.00 

2537 

7260.00 

2605 

495.00 

2687 

385.00 

2758 

385.00 

2112 

825.00 

2183 

660.00 

2253 

605.00 

2324 

412.50 

2398 

924.00 

2468 

385.00 

2538 

550.00 

2606 

467.50 

2688 

825.00 

2759 

825.00 

2113 

660.00 

2184 

5775.00 

2254 

506.00 

2325 

220.00 

2399 

550.00 

2469 

572.00 

2539 

286.00 

2607 

467.50 

2689 

33.00 

2760 

495.00 

2114 

1320.00 

2185 

6325.00 

2255 

1265.00 

2326 

841.50 

2400 

1540.00 

2470 

231.00 

2540 

18700.00 

2608 

935.00 

2690 

33.00 

2761 

1155.00 

2115 

2970.00 

2186 

2420.00 

2256 

715.00 

2327 

605.00 

2401 

1540.00 

2471 

220.00 

2541 

330.00 

2609 

550.00 

2691 

825.00 

2762 

715.00 

2116 

5720.00 

2188 

9900.00 

2257 

797.50 

2328 

440.00 

2402 

1430.00 

2472 

110.00 

2542 

220.00 

2610 

1760.00 

2692 

22.00 

2763 

825.00 

2117 

632.50 

2189 

37400.00 

2258 

605.00 

2329 

331.10 

2403 

1320.00 

2473 

605.00 

2543 

412.50 

2611 

495.00 

2693 

27.50 

2764 

605.00 

2118 

2530.00 

2190 

1430.00 

2259 

577.50 

2330 

330.00 

2404 

5500.00 

2475 

605.00 

2544 

3080.00 

2612 

935.00 

2694 

27.50 

2765 

1320.00 

2119 

3300.00 

2191 

550.00 

2260 

1430.00 

2331 

352.00 

2405 

3960.00 

2476 

550.00 

2545 

3520.00 

2613 

110.00 

2695 

33.00 

2766 

247.50 

2120 

1540.00 

2192 

3520.00 

2261 

495.00 

2332 

770.00 

2406 

3520.00 

2477 

467.50 

2546 

154.00 

2614 

319.00 

2696 

192.50 

2767 

1512.50 

2121 

1320.00 

2193 

1210.00 

2262 

825.00 

2333 

1430.00 

2407 

3300.00 

2478 

2750.00 

2547 

506.00 

2615 

374.00 

2697 

242.00 

2768 

357.50 

2122 

660.00 

2194 

1320.00 

2263 

660.00 

2334 

308.00 

2408 

3520.00 

2479 

220.00 

2548 

110.00 

2616 

1430.00 

2698 

110.00 

2769 

385.00 

2123 

715.00 

2195 

522.50 

2264 

2200.00 

2335 

462.00 

2409 

3960.00 

2480 

1430.00 

2549 

8800.00 

2617 

165.00 

2699 

440.00 

2770 

687.50 

2124 

1210.00 

2196 

2970.00 

2265 

484.00 

2336 

484.00 

2410 

6050.00 

2481 

2090.00 

2550 

330.00 

2620 

330.00 

2700 

44.00 

2771 

522.50 

2125 

880.00 

2197 

4070.00 

2266 

495.00 

2338 

1650.00 

2411 

3300.00 

2482 

660.00 

2551 

242.00 

2621 

935.00 

2701 

11.00 

2772 

137.50 

2126 

605.00 

2198 

5775.00 

2267 

990.00 

2339 

522.50 

2412 

3190.00 

2483 

1100.00 

2552 

352.00 

2625 

110.00 

2702 

77.00 

2773 

1045.00 

2127 

605.00 

2199 

6380.00 

2268 

484.00 

2340 

660.00 

2413 

2200.00 

2485 

550.00 

2553 

242.00 

2626 

82.50 

2703 

66.00 

2774 

302.50 

2128 

3740.00 

2200 

4400.00 

2269 

1100.00 

2341 

880.00 

2414 

935.00 

2486 

660.00 

2554 

374.00 

2627 

88.00 

2704 

2860.00 

2775 

247.50 

2129 

715.00 

2201 

29150.00 

2270 

440.00 

2342 

462.00 

2415 

880.00 

2487 

550.00 

2555 

1540.00 

2628 

66.00 

2705 

220.00 

2776 

247.50 

2130 

660.00 

2202 

15400.00 

2271 

550.00 

2343 

880.00 

2416 

825.00 

2488 

330.00 

2556 

550.00 

2632 

33.00 

2706 

1870.00 

2777 

357.50 

2131 

715.00 

2203 

715.00 

2272 

429.00 

2344 

605.00 

2417 

715.00 

2489 

247.50 

2557 

440.00 

2633 

44.00 

2707 

60.50 

2779 

137.50 

2132 

605.00 

2204 

770.00 

2273 

23100.00 

2345 

1045.00 

2418 

660.00 

2490 

990.00 

2558 

715.00 

2634 

33.00 

2709 

192.50 

2780 

132.00 

2133 

1100.00 

2206 

715.00 

2274 

1320.00 

2346 

935.00 

2419 

605.00 

2491 

412.50 

2559 

462.00 

2635 

154.00 

2710 

203.50 

2781 

302.50 

2134 

660.00 

2207 

60500.00 

2275 

770.00 

2347 

352.00 

2420 

1870.00 

2492 

192.50 

2560 

506.00 

2636 

77.00 

2712 

2750.00 

2782 

467.50 

2135 

3190.00 

2208 

5720.00 

2276 

825.00 

2348 

506.00 

2421 

715.00 

2493 

192.50 

2561 

5720.00 

2638 

110.00 

2713 

440.00 

2783 

495.00 

2136 

27500.00 

2209 

2090.00 

2277 

605.00 

2349 

550.00 

2422 

522.50 

2494 

198.00 

2562 

2530.00 

2639 

44.00 

2714 

165.00 

2784 

825.00 

2137 

7700.00 

2210 

506.00 

2278 

13200.00 

2350 

484.00 

2423 

1540.00 

2495 

165.00 

2563 

2310.00 

2640 

99.00 

2715 

275.00 

2785 

302.50 

2138 

6600.00 

2211 

2530.00 

2279 

7920.00 

2351 

330.00 

2424 

605.00 

2496 

467.50 

2564 

880.00 

2641 

44.00 

2716 

170.50 

2786 

302.50 

2139 

1320.00 

2212 

770.00 

2280 

8580.00 

2352 

1430.00 

2425 

797.50 

2497 

467.50 

2565 

11000.00 

2642 

55.00 

2717 

170.50 

2787 

143.00 

2140 

660.00 

2213 

1650.00 

2281 

5720.00 

2353 

907.50 

2426 

495.00 

2498 

137.50 

2566 

495.00 

2643 

66.00 

2718 

220.00 

2788 

154.00 

2141 

3190.00 

2214 

990.00 

2282 

5720.00 

2354 

387.20 

2427 

286.00 

2499 

412.50 

2567 

605.00 

2646 

33.00 

2719 

357.50 

2789 

187.00 

2142 

1595.00 

2215 

16500.00 

2283 

3520.00 

2355 

506.00 

2428 

357.50 

2500 

220.00 

2568 

352.00 

2647 

99.00 

2720 

330.00 

2790 

198.00 

2143 

10450.00 

2216 

264.00 

2284 

506.00 

2356 

276.10 

2429 

660.00 

2501 

275.00 

2569 

242.00 

2648 

264.00 

2721 

330.00 

2791 

330.00 

2144 

3630.00 

2217 

605.00 

2285 

61600.00 

2357 

880.00 

2430 

440.00 

2502 

192.50 

2570 

715.00 

2649 

308.00 

2722 

467.50 

2792 

154.00 

2145 

5280.00 

2218 

286.00 

2286 

522.50 

2359 

165.00 

2431 

1045.00 

2503 

165.00 

2571 

352.00 

2650 

77.00 

2723 

275.00 

2793 

93.50 

2146 

2860.00 

2219 

5610.00 

2287 

1980.00 

2360 

198.00 

2432 

1045.00 

2504 

247.50 

2572 

484.00 

2651 

55.00 

2724 

132.00 

2794 

93.50 

2147 

2420.00 

2220 

5830.00 

2288 

715.00 

2361 

192.50 

2433 

2310.00 

2505 

330.00 

2573 

330.00 

2655 

49.50 

2725 

211.20 

2795 

880.00 

2148 

7425.00 

2221 

1210.00 

2289 

770.00 

2362 

324.50 

2434 

660.00 

2506 

247.50 

2574 

286.00 

2656 

66.00 

2726 

330.00 

2796 

275.00 

2149 

9350.00 

2222 

33000.00 

2290 

825.00 

2363 

522.50 

2435 

990.00 

2507 

247.50 

2575 

715.00 

2657 

77.00 

2727 

1265.00 

2797 

209.00 

2150 

7150.00 

2223 

385.00 

2291 

484.00 

2364 

3190.00 

2436 

660.00 

2508 

302.50 

2576 

467.50 

2658 

60.50 

2728 

275.00 

2798 

176.(K) 

2151 

2750.00 

2224 

528.1X1 

2292 

522.50 

2366 

440.00 

2437 

247.50 

2509 

275.00 

2577 

396.00 

2659 

71.50 

2729 

220.00 

2799 

242.00 

2152 

1 4300.00 

2225 

330.00 

2293 

462.00 

2367 

4180.00 

2438 

550.00 

2510 

220.00 

2578 

852.50 

2660 

484.00 

2730 

220.00 

J 

\1 

2153 

2090.00 

2226 

5500.00 

2294 

484.00 

2368 

440.00 

2439 

308.00 

2511 

220.00 

2579 

550.00 

2661 

880,00 

2731 

203.50 

i 

1 

2154 

1870.00 

2227 

528.1X1 

2295 

451.00 

2369 

253.00 

2440 

467.50 

2512 

247.50 

2580 

242.00 

2662 

1650.00 

2732 

165(H) 

,  j 

y 

2155 

4400.00 

2228 

1045.00 

2296 

550.00 

2370 

319.00 

2441 

247.50 

2513' 

308.00 

2581 

550.00 

2663 

1210.00 

2733 

396.00 

Price*  realized  include  the  10%  buyers  fee — Lots  omitted  represent  unsold  lots  known  to  us  as  of  the  sale  date. 
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The  Boys  Town  Collection 


and  important  properties  from  the 


Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection 


as  well  as  important  properties 
from  the  estate  of  Paul  Leon,  son  of 

Theophile  E.  Leon 

and  selections  from  * 

The  Pennsylvania  Cabinet 

and 

Properties  of  a  Well-Known  Numismatist 


.vttVAVWK*  avksw  ’strtv.  ew 


SEA  NYMPHS 


A  vignette  from  the  Boys  Town  Collection. 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  •  800-458-4646  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  FAX:  603-569-5319 


About  the  Covers 

A  selection  of  items  from  the  present  sale. 


Copyright  1998  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  All  rights  reserved. 


This  sale  will  he  conducted  in  cooperation  with  James  Reid  Edwards  Auction  Sendee,  Joppa,  MD. 
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7  he  Boys  Town  and  Mamiye  Collections 


Rowers  and  merena 

AUCTION  SCHEDULE 


*. 


MAY  10-12. 1998 

New  York  City,  NY 

Now  accepting  consignments! 

August  3. 1998 

Portland,  OR 
The  Rarities  Sale 
Now  accepting  consignments! 


September  14-16, 1998 


New  York  City,  NY 

Now  accepting  consignments! 


NOVEMBER  12-14.  1998 


Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments! 


PLUS: 

Many  more  sales  in  1999  and  onward! 


AUCTIONS  BY  BOWERS  AND  MERENA,  INC. 

Box  1224  ♦  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

Toll-free  (800)  458-4646  ♦  In  NH:  569-5095  ♦  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Boys  Town  and  Mamiye  Collections 


East  Ballroom  -  Baltimore  Marriott  Inner  Harbor  Hotel 


Thursday  Evening,  March  5 

6:00  PM  Sharp 

Colonial  and  United  States  Coins:  Lots  1-675 

Friday  Evening.  March  6 

6:00  PM  Sharp 

United  States  Coins:  Lots  1001-1679 

Saturday  morning.  March  7 

10:00  AM  Sharp 

United  States  Coins:  Lots  2001-2296;  2309-2397;  2410-2457 
Territorial  Gold  Coins:  Lots  2297-2308 
Pattern  Coins:  Lots  2398-2409 

California  Small  Denomination  Gold,  and  Error  Coins:  Lots  2458-2470 

Exonumia:  Lots  2471-2474 

Currency  and  Vignettes:  Lots  2475-2646 

T.E.  Leon  Numismatic  .Americana:  Lots  2647-2706 

World  Coins  and  Currency:  Lots  2707-2799 


Auction  location 

East  Ballroom,  Baltimore  Marriott  Inner  Harbor  Hotel,  1 10  South  Eutaw  Street, 
Baltimore,  Maryland  21201 
Telephone  (410)  962-0202 

Helpful  Suggestions  and  information _ 

\\  e  strongly  recommend  that  our  clients  who  intend  to  view  a  large  portion  of 
the  sale,  plan  to  do  so  as  early  in  the  lot  viewing  schedule  as  possible. 

Prices  Realized:  For  prices  realized  after  the  sale,  call  (603)  569-5095,  Ext.  98 
Limit:  10  lots  per  caller.  A  printed  list  of  prices  will  be  mailed  to  all  subscribers 
after  the  sale. 
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DOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Boys  Town  and  Alamiye  Collections 


C/0T  VIEWING 

Bourse  Floor,  Halls  CCfD,  Baltimore  Convention  Center 

Wednesday,  march  4 

1:00  PM -6:00  PM 

THURSDAY.  MARCH  5 

9:00  AM  -  1:00  PM  ♦  2:00  PM  -  5:00  PM 

Friday.  March  6 

9:00  AM  -  1:00  PM  ♦  2:00  PM  -  5:00  PM 

(Ruction  sessions 

The  sale  will  be  held  in  the  East  Ballroom  at  the  Baltimore  Marriott 
Inner  Harbor  Hotel,  110  South  Eutaw  Street,  Baltimore,  MD 

Jot  pick-up 

Bourse  Floor,  Halls  C&D,  Baltimore  Convention  Center 

Friday,  march  6 

9:00  AM  -  10:30  AM 

Saturday,  march  7 

9:00  AM  -  10:30  AM 

and  approximately  45  minutes  after  the  morning  sale. 


AUCTIONS  BY  BOWERS  AND  MERENA,  INC. 

Box  1224  ♦  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

Toll-free  (800)  458-4646  ♦  In  NH:  569-5095  ♦  Fax:(603)569-5319 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
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The  Boys  Town  and  Mamiye  Collections 


"The  bowers  and 

MERENA  ORGANIZATION 


Chairman  of  the  Board ,  Q.  David  Bowers 
President ,  Raymond  N.  Merena 


AUCTION  DEPARTMENT 

Q.  David  Bowers,  Director 
John  Pack,  Manager 

Numismatists:  Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond 
N.  Merena,  John  Pack,  Beth  O.  Piper,  and  others. 

Research  department 


Mark  Borckardt 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Raymond  N.  Merena 
and  various  consultants 


LICENSED  AUCTIONEERS 


John  S.  Babalis 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Raymond  N.  Merena 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

Cataloguing  and  certain  other  services  were  provided  by 
special  arrangement  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

ADMINISTRATION 

John  S.  Babalis,  Manager 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara 
Donna  A.  Badeau 
Carolyn  Craigue 
Guy  Hughes 
Maggie  Kettler 
Deborah  McDonald 
Rosalie  Minnerly 

Direct  Sales  department 

Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist 
Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing  Director 
Gail  Watson,  Sales  Director 

Financial  department 


Appreciation  is  extended  to  the  following  for  the  preparation  of 
this  catalogue: 

Cataloguing  and  numismatic  expertise  by  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Mark  Borckardt,  John  Pack,  Beth  O.  Piper,  and  Ray  Merena. 
Frank  Van  Valen  assisted  in  certain  ways. 

Photography  by  Douglas  Plasencia. 

Catalogue  production  by  Jennifer  Meers,  Robin  Edgerly, 
and  Roberta  French.  Catalogue  coordination  and  advertising 
by  Chris  Karstedt. 

AND,  thanks  to  the  entire  Bowers  and  Merena  staff  for  help 
in  many  ways.  The  presenting  of  a  sale  such  as  this  is  a  highly 
coordinated  team  effort  involving  many  talented  people. 


Donald  H.  Snyder,  C.P.A.,  Controller 
Laurel  A.  Morrill 
Natalie  Smith 

PUBLICATIONS  DEPARTMENT 

John  Babalis 
Mary  Tocci 

Graphics  Department 

Jennifer  Meers,  Manager 
Robin  Edgerly 
Roberta  French 

PHOTOGRAPHY  DEPARTMENT 


All  illustrations  are  of  the  actual  items  being  sold. 


AUCTIONS  BY 

BOWERS  AND  MERENA,  INC. 

Box  1224  ♦  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Phone:  (603)  569-5095  ♦  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 


Douglas  Plasencia,  Manager 

nftwork/IS  Administrator 

Thomas  N.  Trumble 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
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1  he  Boys  Town  and  Mamiye  Collections 


Expanded  personal  service 

FOR  OUR  MAIL  BIDDERS 


You  can  improve  your  chances  of  being  a 
winning  bidder  in  this  auction  sale!  Take 
advantage  of  our  Maximum  Expenditure 
service— bid  on  lots  totaling  up  to  eight  times  the 
amount  you  wish  to  spend  ($1,000  min.),  or  use 


our  One  Lot  Only  service  and  bid  on  up  to  five  lots 
and  be  assured  of  getting  no  more  than  one— or 
use  both  features  together.  Please  see  points  15 
and  16  in  the  Terms  of  Sale. 


Fax  us  your  bid 
sheet  (any  time,  24 
hours  a  day).  Our  di¬ 
rect  fax  number  is 

(603)569-5319. 


Bid  Sheet 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 


OFFICE  USE  ONLY 
No. 


P.O.  Box  1224 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
(603)  569-5095 


Fax  your  bids  24  hours  a  day!  Our  fax  number  Is  1-603-569-5319!  Be 
sure  to  follow  up  your  fax  or  phone  bids  with  written  confirmation. 


Date 


Deposit 


Max. 


O.L.O. 


IMPORTANT!  PLEASE  READ  TERMS  OF  SALE  BEFORE  BIDDING. 

Gentlemen: 

Here  are  my  bids  for  your  MARCH  1 998  BOYS  TOWN  COLLECTION  Auction  Sale.  I  have  read  the  Terms  of  Sale  (printed  in  the  catalogue)  and  agree 
to  them.  I  am  of  legal  age.  I  understand  that  my  bids  are  per  lot.  I  agree  to  pay  promptly  upon  receipt  of  your  invoice,  inducting  postage  and  insurance  costs. 

ATTACH  MAILING  LABEL  OR  PRINT  CLEARLY  , - - - 

Deposit  on  Sale 


Name 


K  Do 


Street  or  P.O.  Box 


IZA  pfcaMLKk 


Customer  # 


City 


Deposit  on  Sale 

LZZt  \ 


ca 


SPECIAL  SERVICES 


Daytime  Telephone, 


Signature  (bid  sheet  MUST  be  signed) 


On)  S£&rtu/*«‘(n  O 

4  ■>..< 


urn  Expenditure 


Maximum  Expen 

5,000 


□  PLEASE  CHECK  IF  THIS  IS  A  CON^KMATIONTTF  BIDS  SUBMITTED  BY  PHONE  OR  FAX. 

A  10%  buyer’s  premium  will  be  added  to  all  successful  bids. 

If  you  are  using  the  One  Lot  Only  option,  please  use  the  narrow  column  to  group  the  lots  with  a  bracket:  [ 


Please  increase  my  bids 
10%  □  20%  □  30%  3 

if  necessary  to  obtain  lots. 


IMPORTANT  INFORMATION  FOR  NEW  BIDDERS 

The  following  information  must  be  supplied  to  us  before  your  bids  can  be  executed.  Bidders  who  are  not  known  to  us  must  send  a  deposit  of 
25%  of  their  bids.  The  deposit  will  be  credited  toward  lots  purchased  and  any  balance  will  be  refunded  within  10  working  days  after  the  sale. 

Have  you  done  business  before  with  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.?  □  Yes  MNo 

Are  you  a  dealer?  fw  9 _  Do  you  have  a  resale  number  on  file  with  us? 

Other  dealers  with  whom  you  have  done  business:  ATaHa 


usr  _ 

lers  with  whom  you  have  done  business:  /Y a htfqnjL/  .  Li 

Wtstcrn  /byioitCA+\ 


Bank  references: 


AhjrffA  I 

**  'l 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Boys  Town  and  Mamiye  Collections 


SALE 


For  best 

ATTENTION: 

please  submit  mail  and  fax 
bids  by: 

NOON,  WEDNESDAY, 
March  4,  1998 


IThis  is  a  public  auction  sale  conducted  by  licensed  and 
bonded  auctioneers.  All  bids  are  to  be  per  lot.  No  lots 
will  be  broken.  Lots  will  be  sold  in  numerical  sequence 
unless  the  auctioneer  otherwise  directs.  In  the  event  of 
identical  bids  on  the  same  lot,  the  lot  will  be  awarded  to  the 
first  bid  received.  In  the  event  of  a  dispute  during  the  floor 
bidding,  the  auctioneer’s  decision  to  award  the  lot  to  a  bid¬ 
der  will  be  final.  The  auctioneer,  at  his  sole  discretion,  may 
re-open  any  lot  or  put  the  lot  up  for  sale  again. 

A  buyer’s  charge  of  10%  on  each  individual  lot  will 
be  added  to  all  successful  bids,  which  sum  will  be  the 
purchase  price.  This  buyer’s  charge  will  be  added  to 
all  invoices,  without  exception.  (Under  the  present  arrange¬ 
ment,  we  normally  charge  a  fee  to  the  seller,  plus  a  buyer’s 
charge  to  the  purchaser.) 

All  sales  are  strictly  for  cash  in  United  States  funds.  All 
remittances  must  be  drawn  on  United  States  banks. 
Invoices  must  be  paid  for  promptly  upon  receipt  in 
good  U.S.  funds.  No  credit  cards  will  be  accepted  for  auc¬ 
tion  purchases  or  deposits.  Shipping,  handling,  postage, 
private  and/or  postal  insurance,  and  registration  charges 
will  be  added  for  lots  delivered  by  mail.  All  bidders  not  fur¬ 
nishing  applicable  resale  permits  will  be  responsible  for  sales 
tax  as  required  to  be  collected  under  the  laws  of  the  state 
and/or  other  entity  in  which  the  sale  is  conducted.  By  bid¬ 
ding  in  the  sale,  a  successful  bidder  agrees  to  be  liable  for 
any  tax  liabilities  which  may  accrue  by  virtue  of  the  purchase. 

4  All  lots  must  be  paid  in  full  prior  to  delivery,  unless 
credit  arrangements  for  this  sale  have  been  specifically 
agreed  to  in  writing  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena,  Inc.  (subsequently  referred  to  as  Bowers  and  Merena 
in  the  present  Terms  of  Sale).  Previously  established  lines 
of  credit,  at  the  sole  option  of  Bowers  and  Merena,  may  not 
be  honored.  Please  contact  our  Accounting  Department  in 
advance  if  you  have  any  questions  regarding  your  purchas¬ 
ing  plans.  At  the  sole  discretion  of  Bowers  and  Merena,  we 
reserve  the  right  to  deny  participation  in  any  auction  if 
there  have  been,  in  our  opinion,  credit  problems,  unreason¬ 
able  returns,  delays  in  payment,  or  any  other  problems  in 
past  or  current  sales.  On  any  account  not  paid  within  the 
prescribed  terms  of  this  sale,  Bowers  and  Merena  reserves 
the  right  to  extend  credit  and  to  impose  periodic  finance 
charges  at  the  rate  of  1.5%  per  month  (18%  per  annum)  on 
the  unpaid  balance,  which  charges  shall  continue  to  accrue 
until  fully  paid.  On  any  sums  unpaid,  if  the  account  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  an  attorney  for  collection,  the  buyer  agrees  to  pay 
all  costs,  including  attorneys’  fees,  with  interest  accruing  on 
the  balance,  until  fully  paid,  at  the  specified  rate. 

5  Bidders  not  known  to  us  must  furnish  references 

satisfactory  to  Bowers  and  Merena  and/or  deposit  a 
sum  equal  to  25%  of  the  bids  submitted.  This  sum  will 
be  applied  to  successful  bids  with  the  overage  refunded 
within  10  flays  of  the  sale  date.  Any  difference  will  be  billed. 


We  reserve  the  right  to  require  payment  in  full  by  all  bid¬ 
ders,  prior  to  the  delivery  of  lots,  even  if  satisfactory 
references  or  credit  have  been  established. 

6  Title  does  not  pass  until  lots  are  paid  for  in  full.  It  is 
the  responsibility  and  obligation  of  the  buyer  to  main¬ 
tain  insurance  on  any  coins  in  his  possession.  Risk  of 
loss  is  on  the  buyer.  By  bidding  in  the  sale,  the  bidder 
agrees  to  permit  Bowers  and  Merena  to  file  any  financing 
statement  permitted  under  the  Uniform  Commercial  Code 
without  debtor’s  signature  and  to  offset  any  accounts  due, 
whether  now  or  in  the  future,  against  funds  or  collateral  in 
their  possession.  The  buyer  agrees  not  to  sell,  pledge,  or  hy¬ 
pothecate  these  auction  purchases  until  paid  for  in  full.  Any 
person  submitting  bids  on  behalf  of  a  corporation  or  any 
other  entity  agrees  to  be  personally  responsible  for  the 
transaction. 

7  No  “buy”  or  unlimited  bids  will  be  accepted.  No  bids 
will  be  accepted  from  minors.  The  auctioneer 
and/or  Bowers  and  Merena  reserve  the  right  to  open 
a  lot  at  a  reasonable  price,  to  set  bidding  increments  as  they 
shall  determine,  and  to  refuse  any  bid  v/hich  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  auctioneer  or  Bowers  and  Merena  is  believed 
not  to  be  made  in  good  faith  or  does  not  qualify  by  reason 
of  credit,  or  otherwise.  Bowers  and  Merena  may  open  bid¬ 
ding  on  any  lot  by  placing  a  bid  on  behalf  of  the  seller. 
Bowers  and  Merena  may  further  bid  on  behalf  of  the  seller, 
up  to  the  amount  of  the  reserve,  by  placing  successive  or 
consecutive  bids  for  a  lot,  or  by  placing  bids  in  response  to 
other  bidders.  Any  estimates  of  value  which  appear  in  this 
catalogue  are  an  opinion,  based  on  price  lists,  catalogues, 
and  other  information,  as  to  what  the  lot  may  realize  (ex¬ 
cluding  the  10%  buyer’s  charge).  At  the  sale,  higher  or 
lower  prices  may  prevail.  In  any  event,  in  the  case  of  a  re¬ 
serve,  the  reserve  will  not  exceed  the  high  published 
estimate.  As  the  catalogue  is  prepared  considerably  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  sale  date,  estimates  are  subject  to  change.  Any 
change  in  the  reserve  outside  of  the  guidelines  noted  will 
be  announced  at  the  sale. 

8  All  items  are  guaranteed  genuine.  Any  claim  to  the 
contrary  must  be  made  in  writing  within  30  days  of 
the  sale  date.  If  notified  within  that  time,  we  will 
grant  an  extension  to  the  buyer  so  that  the  question  of  au¬ 
thenticity  can  be  resolved.  In  no  event  will  we  be 
responsible  for  any  authentication  fees  or  other  charges  in¬ 
curred  by  the  buyers,  unless  a  lot  is  proven  to  be  not 
genuine,  in  which  instance  we  will  pay  the  actual  charges  in¬ 
curred,  as  supported  by  invoices,  up  to  a  maximum  of  $50. 

We  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  in  bidding. 
Please  check  your  hid  sheet  carefully.  Please  bid  in 
even  dollar  increments.  All  bids  not  in  even  dollar 
amounts,  including  those  increased  by  10%  to  20%  (see 
our  special  service  on  the  bid  sheet),  will  be  rounded  off 
to  the  lower  whole  dollar  amount.  We  request  that  all  bid 
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FLOOR  BIDDER 

Registration 

will  begin  30  minutes  before 
the  session  at  the  entrance  to 
the  auction  room. 


New  Bidders 

If  you  have  not  participated 
with  us  before,  be  sure  to 
isend  your  credit  informa- 
ition:  Attn:  Don  Snyder,  at 
least  10  days  before  the  auc¬ 
tion.  There  is  very  little 
time,  if  any,  to  review  this 
information  during  the 
Auction. 


sheets  be  signed,  and  we  reserve  the  right  to  not  enter 
bids  on  any  sheet  that  has  not  been  signed.  Realizing  that 
certain  bids  may  be  submitted  by  fax,  telegram,  or  other 
means  without  a  signature,  we  note  that  in  any  event,  bid¬ 
ding  in  this  auction  sale  constitutes  acceptance  by  the 
bidder  of  all  of  the  Terms  of  Sale. 

"1  /^'V  Auction  sales  are  not  approval  sales.  Any  lot 

I  I  may  be  examined  before  bidding.  No  lot  may  be 
1  J  returned  by  a  mail  bidder  without  the  advance 
written  permission  of  Bowers  and  Merena.  Any  such  re¬ 
quests  must  be  made  within  three  days  of  the  receipt  of 
the  coins;  in  no  event  can  such  a  request  be  received  by  us 
later  than  30  days  after  the  auction  date.  Any  lot  returned 
must  be  in  its  original  unopened  container  or  holder;  the 
removal  of  any  item  from  such  container  or  holder  ne¬ 
gates  the  return  privilege.  Any  late  remittance  for 
purchases  is  cause  for  Bowers  and  Merena  to  negate  this 
privilege. 

nNo  lots  may  be  returned  for  any  reason  by  floor 
buyers  (including  those  acting  as  agents  for  oth¬ 
ers).  In  addition,  no  lots  may  be  returned  by 
successful  mail  bidders  who  have  examined  the  lots  prior  to 
the  sale.  Exceptions  will  be  made  only  for  reasons  of  au¬ 
thenticity,  under  the  provisions  of  Term  No.  8.  The 
auctioneers  reserve  the  right  to  postpone  or  cancel  the  sale 
without  notice,  should  they  in  their  sole  discretion  deter¬ 
mine  that  such  action  is  warranted.  Any  lot  may  be 
withdrawn  without  notice  prior  to  the  sale.  Neither  the  auc¬ 
tioneer  nor  the  consignor  will  have  any  obligation  to  the 
intended  bidders  as  a  result  of  any  postponement,  cancella¬ 
tion,  or  withdrawal. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents 
P  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of 
1  preservation  of  a  particular  coin  or  lot.  A  split 

grade,  such  as  Proof-63/65,  refers  to  a  coin  which  in  our 
opinion  has  a  Proof-63  obverse  and  Proof-65  reverse.  “Proof’ 
is  used  to  describe  a  method  of  manufacture  and  is  not  a 
grade  or  condition.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  other  numismatic  items, 
are  the  opinion  of  Bowers  and  Merena  and  are  not  an  attri¬ 
bution.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied, 
including  the  warranty  of  merchantability,  is  made  with  re¬ 
spect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions,  which  can 
and  do  vary  among  experts;  nor  is  any  warranty  or  represen¬ 
tation  made  that  any  other  expert,  grading  service  or  other 
entity  will  grade  a  given  piece  the  same  as  we  do;  nor  is  any 
warranty  or  representation  made  that  a  coin  or  other  numis¬ 
matic  item  has  not  been  cleaned,  or  that  the  toning  of  any 
item  is  natural,  or  that  there  is  the  absence  of  any  other  de¬ 
fect  which  would  render  it  unsuitable  for  encapsulation  by 
any  grading  service  or  the  acceptance  by  a  third  party.  Refer¬ 
ences  to  population  reports  and  grading  service  census 
figures  are  as  of  the  cataloguing  time,  which  may  be  several 
months  prior  to  the  sale  date.  All  such  comments  are  subject 


to  revision;  consult  recent  data  issued  by  the  grading  ser¬ 
vices.  By  bidding  in  this  sale,  the  buyer  agrees  to  hold 
Bowers  and  Merena  harmless  for  any  numismatic  item 
graded  and  described  by  a  third  party  grading  service  and 
presented  as  any  lot  within  this  catalogue.  The  buyer  further 
acknowledges  that  the  opinion  of  Bowers  and  Merena  on  any 
such  item  may  be  different  than  that  described  by  a  grading 
service.  Further,  the  buyer  agrees  to  accept  the  grade,  attri¬ 
bution,  pedigree,  authenticity  or  any  other  designation  as 
described  by  a  grading  service.  In  general,  with  the  exception 
of  those  lots  described  by  a  grading  service,  descriptions  are 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  interpretation  of  standards  in  the 
Photograde  book,  with  the  addition  of  certain  intermediate 
grades,  such  as  MS-64  and  Proof-64,  as  determined  by  the 
opinion  of  our  staff.  Q.  David  Bowers  is  a  minor  stockholder 
in  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  (PCGS). 

This  paragraph  is  intended  to  be  part  of  all  lot 
descriptions  contained  in  this  catalogue.  Bowers 
1  and  Merena  act  as  agents  for  the  various  consign¬ 

ors.  For  this  reason,  no  claims  of  any  kind  can  be  considered 
after  the  settlements  have  been  made  with  the  consignors. 
Any  dispute  after  the  settlement  date  (45  days  following  the 
date  of  the  sale)  is  strictly  between  the  bidder  and  consignor 
without  involvement  or  responsibility  of  Bowers  and  Merena 
and/or  the  cataloguers.  Cash  advances  have  been  made  to 
some  consignors  in  anticipation  of  sale  proceeds.  Bowers 
and  Merena,  or  any  affiliated  person  or  company,  reserves 
the  right  to  consign  items  to  this  auction  sale,  and  to  partici¬ 
pate  as  a  bidder.  The  auctioneer,  consignors,  employees, 
assignees,  and  agents  for  Bowers  and  Merena  or  the  consign¬ 
ors  may  bid  for  his  or  her  own  account  at  any  auction  and 
may  have  information  not  otherwise  available  to  the  public 
regarding  reserves,  values  or  other  material  facts  relating  to 
the  articles  which  are  the  subject  of  the  auction.  When  an 
item  is  sold  to  the  book,  it  may  be  sold,  passed,  withdrawn, 
returned  to  the  owner  or  bought  in.  A  consignor  or  his  agent 
may  bid  on  any  lot  including  those  in  his  own  consignment. 
Certain  terms  pertaining  to  this  sale  and  consignments  to  it 
are  subject  to  negotiation.  In  the  event  of  a  typographical  er¬ 
ror  or  attribution  error,  the  cataloguer  reserves  the  right  to 
withdraw  any  item  from  the  sale  without  notice,  to  correct 
the  error  orally  at  the  sale,  or,  if  discovered  at  a  later  date,  to 
refund  the  buyer’s  money  without  further  obligation.  The 
maximum  obligation  of  Bowers  and  Merena  to  any  bidder 
shall  be  the  sum  paid  for  any  lot  in  dispute.  While  every  ef¬ 
fort  will  be  made  to  properly  enter  and  execute  bids 
received  by  mail  or  by  other  means,  Bowers  and  Merena 
assumes  no  liability  for  any  errors  in  this  regard  or  fail 
ure  to  enter  bids. 

MBy  placing  a  bid  in  this  sale,  you  agree  that  this 
transaction  shall  be  construed  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 
Any  dispute,  claim  or  controversy  (except  for  non-pavtnenl) 
shall  be  settled  exclusively  b\  binding  arbitration  under  the 
rules  then  in  effect  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  (mild. 
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Inc.,  as  if  both  parties  to  the  dispute  were  members,  at 
Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire,  or  another  suitable  location  at 
the  option  of  Bowers  and  Merena.  In  the  event  of  non-pay¬ 
ment,  at  its  option,  Bowers  and  Merena  may  refer  the 
matter  to  the  PNG  arbitration  or  elect  to  proceed  judicially, 
in  which  case  the  buyer  consents  to  jurisdiction  in  the 
courts  of  Carroll  County,  New  Hampshire. 


SPECIAL  SERVICES 


If  you  wish  to  limit  your  total  expenditure, 
r\  please  fill  in  the  maximum  amount  you  wish 
M  to  spend  on  the  MAXIMUM  EXPENDI¬ 

TURE  line  at  the  upper  portion  of  your  bid  sheet.  You 
can  then  submit  bids  for  amounts  up  to  eight  times  the 
amount  of  the  maximum  expenditure.  This  is  a  personal 
service  and  a  Bowers  and  Merena  customer  represen¬ 
tative  will  personally  attend  to  your  bid  sheet  by  bidding 
from  the  auction  floor,  buying  lots  for  your  account 
until  your  authorized  expenditure  is  reached.  While  we 
will  do  our  best  in  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the 
auction  sale  and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions, 
we  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure  to  execute  such  a 
bid  properly.  Due  to  the  bookkeeping  involved,  this 
service  is  offered  only  to  bidders  with  maximum  expen¬ 
ditures  of  $  1 ,000  or  more.  MAXIMUM  EXPENDITURE 
and  ONE  LOT  ONLY  bidding  can  be  combined. 

/>  Up  to  five  lots  may  be  grouped  with  brackets 
i'-'V  for  a  ONE  LOT  ONLY  purchase,  if  you  wish 
1  to  purchase  only  one  example  of  a  coin  of 

which  several  examples  appear  in  the  sale.  Such  lots 
should  be  bracketed  on  your  bid  sheet.  While  we  will  do 
our  best  on  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction 
sale  and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions,  we  cannot 
be  responsible  for  failure  to  execute  such  a  bid  properly. 

|  r" J  We  invite  you  to  take  advantage  of  the 
/  optional  10%  to  30%  increase  to  help  your 
§  chance  of  being  a  successful  bidder.  Check 
the  appropriate  place  on  your  bid  sheet. 


Important! 

♦  Credit  cards  will  not  be 
accepted  for  auction  depos¬ 
its  or  payments. 

♦  The  Prices  Realized  list 
will  be  published  approxi¬ 
mately  30  days  after  the 
auction. 


Bidding  in  this  auction  sale  constitutes 
acceptance  by  the  bidder  of  the  foregoing 
terms  of  sale. 


Please  note:  Transparent  holders  in  which  the  auction  lots  are 
stored  are  to  facilitate  viewing  and  inspection  of  the  lots  and  ARE 
NOT  for  long-term  storage. 


SUGGESTIONS 

for  Mail  bidders 


Bidding  in  our  auctions  can  be  an  interesting  enjoyable,  and  a  numis- 
matically  rewarding  experience.  Even  if  you  have  been  bidding  in  our  sales 
for  many  years,  you  may  find  that  some  of  the  following  comments  will  in¬ 
crease  your  success.  In  the  event  that  you  wish  to  ask  further  questions, 
phone  Cynthia  LaCarbonara  or  Carolyn  Craigue. 

DMail  your  bid  sheet  as  early  as  possible.  This  is  particularly 
important  if  you  are  a  new  bidder,  for  it  takes  us  time  to  check 
your  references.  A  bid  sheet  mailed  a  few  days  before  the  sale  might  not 
reach  us  until  a  week  later— at  which  time  the  coins  will  have  been  sold 
to  others! 

As  the  sale  date  draws  near,  fax  us  your  bids  anytime  24  hours  a 
day  [our  fax  number  is  (603)  569-5319].  Or,  telephone  your  bids 
to  our  auction  department.  Please  follow  up  your  phone  and  fax  bids 
with  written  confirmation. 


IT 


Wnt  We’ve  found  it  best  to  use  a  work  sheet  to  compile  bids.  In  this 
BBS  way  you  can  check  back  and  forth  throughout  the  catalogue, 
make  changes  and  revisions,  and  so  on.  Then  when  you’ve  decided  on 
your  final  bids,  enter  them  on  the  bid  sheet.  Try  your  best  to  keep  the 
bid  sheet  neat  and  clearly  understandable,  listing  the  lots  in  order. 
Check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  You  will  be  responsible  for  any  bids  on 
wrong  lots  or  for  the  wrong  amounts.  Please  be  careful! 

H  Don’t  bid  more  than  you  want  to  pay!  Review  your  financial 
circumstances  carefully  before  bidding.  There  is  always  the 
possibility  that  you  may  be  awarded  all  of  the  lots  you  bid  on.  If  you  are 
awarded  lots,  you  are  legally  bound  to  pay  for  them  immediately. 

pMH  Please  keep  current  price  levels  in  mind  when  bidding.  While 
L jM  high  and  low  prices  sometimes  occur,  most  items  sell  within 
market  ranges.  If  a  popular  coin  sells  for  $500  on  the  retail  market, 
chances  are  not  good  that  a  bid  of,  say,  less  than  $400  will  win  it.  On 
the  other  hand,  chances  are  excellent  that  a  bid  in  the  $500  to  $600 
range  will  be  competitive.  There  is  no  harm  in  bargain  hunting,  but 
as  your  time  is  valuable  (and  so  is  ours),  it  is  most  productive  if  you 
keep  current  values  in  mind  while  bidding.  The  higher  you  bid,  the 
greater  your  chances  are  for  success.  It  has  been  our  experience  that 
many  people  who  bid  strongly,  or  check  the  options  to  increase  bids 
by  an  optional  10%  to  30%,  actually  purchase  at  least  some  lots  below 
their  maximum  authorization  once  the  sale  takes  place. 


Ink  is  best  for  writing  bids.  Pencil  tends  to  blur.  If  bid  changes  are 
necessary,  do  not  write  over  figures.  Instead,  cross  them  out 
completely  and  re-enter  the  bids.  Put  your  telephone  number  on  the 
bid  sheet.  This  way  we  can  call  you  if  there  is  a  question  about  a  bid. 


Lots  may  be  inspected  by  mail  prior  to  the  auction  (except  for 
large  or  bulk  lots,  or  other  multiple-coin  lots).  Please  write  or  call 
for  further  information.  Mail  inspection  requests  must  be  received 
sufficiently  early  to  permit  return  to  us  in  time  for  general  lot  viewing 
prior  to  the  sale.  The  person  requesting  mail  inspection  agrees  to  pay 
postage  and  insurance  both  ways  and  to  insure  and  be  responsible  for 
the  pieces  in  his  or  her  possession. 


Jf, 
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Q.  David  Bowers 


Welcome  to  our  sale!  Showcased  in  the  pages  to 
follow  are  United  States  coins,  colonials,  territorials, 
paper  money,  numismatic  Americana,  and  world 
coins— literally  something  for  everyone.  I  invite  you  to 
participate  by  mail,  telephone,  fax,  or  in  person  at  the 
Baltimore  event,  to  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
immensely  popular  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore 
Convention. 

Baltimore  is  a  great  city.  And,  from  the  standpoint 
of  nufnismatic  importance  it  has  few  peers,  what 
which  such  collections  as  the  Garrett,  Newcomer, 
Fuld,  and  Eliasberg  cabinets  having  been  formed 
there— and  this  is  just  a  short  list!  A  recent  survey  of 
frequent  travelers  in  the  coin  trade  revealed  that  Bal¬ 
timore  is  the  leading  favorite  of  all  convention  cities. 
The  Marriott  Hotel,  close  to  the  Convention  Center, 
is  where  our  auction  will  be  held.  It  is  near  many  at¬ 
tractions  including  the  Inner  Harbor  complex  of  at¬ 
tractions  and  shopping  plazas.  While  you  are  looking 
at  coins  and  bidding  in  the  sale,  your  family  can  have 
a  grand  time  shopping  and  touring. 

Boys  Town,  the  world-famous  institution  in 
Omaha,  NE,  that  has  changed  the  lives  of  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  American  citizens,  is  one  of  several 
major  consignors  to  this  sale.  Included  from  that 
source  is  a  fantastic  treasure  trove  of  vignettes,  note¬ 
books,  and  other  items  relating  to  obsolete  currency, 
including  a  vast  archive  of  pieces  relating  to  the  fa¬ 
mous  Jocelyn  family  of  bank-note  engravers  (indeed, 
enough  material  to  write  a  book  on  the  subject!).  Of¬ 
fered  are  many  items  that  have  not  been  available  for 
generations. 

The  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection  is  one  of  the 

finest  cabinets  of  Barber  dimes,  quarters,  and  half 
dollars  1892-1916  ever  gathered.  Replete  with  spar¬ 
kling  gem  Mint  State  specimens,  including  Condition 
Census  pieces,  great  rarities,  and  others,  sometimes 
in  duplicate,  this  will  truly  be  a  magnet  for  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  the  Barber  series— an  area  of  numismatics 
that  has  become  increasingly  popular  in  recent  times. 

From  the  estate  of  Paul  Leon,  a  son  of  Theophile 
E.  Leon,  the  famous  Chicago  dealer  who  was  the 
right-hand  man  and  collection  gatherer  for  numisma¬ 


tist  Virgil  Brand,  we  offer  a 
remarkable  cache  of  items 
put  away  many  years  ago. 

This  section  of  the  catalogue 
is  memorable  in  its  own 
right— containing  as  it  does 
various  quantities  and  hoards 
of  obsolete  currency,  Confed¬ 
erate  notes,  “store  stock”  in 
various  areas,  and  a  marvel¬ 
ous  group  of  letters,  business 
documents,  cards,  programs, 
and  other  material.  Holders 
of  the  catalogue  will  learn,  for  example,  the  details  of 
how  H.O.  Granberg,  the  Oshkosh,  WI,  numismatist 
and  lover  of  rarities,  proposed  to  T.E.  Leon  that  he  fi¬ 
nance  a  major  coin  company  to  be  set  up  in  Chicago 
early  in  the  present  century.  This  never  came  to  pass, 
but  if  it  did,  no  doubt  the  history  of  American  numis¬ 
matics  as  we  know  it  would  be  somewhat  different.  I 
spent  several  days  cataloguing  the  numismatic  Ameri¬ 
cana  gathered  by  Theophile  E.  Leon  and  in  doing  so, 
experienced  a  feeling  of  having  been  transported  back 
in  time  to  the  1910  era. 

The  Pennsylvania  Cabinet,  formed  in  the  1940s  and 
1950s,  and  long  off  the  market,  is  being  sold  through 
us,  and  a  number  of  landmark  rarities,  superb  condi¬ 
tion  coins,  and  other  items,  appeared  in  our  sales  in 
1997,  and  more  will  be  coming  your  way  in  1998— in¬ 
cluding  some  truly  remarkable  patterns,  nickel  coins, 
and  other  items  in  the  present  sale.  Consider,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  that  among  Buffalo  nickels  the  various  Matte 
Proofs  are  offered  not  only  singly  but  in  duplicates, 
with  five(!)  superb  1916  Matte  Proofs— a  virtual  Ali 
Baba’s  Cave  of  numismatic  treasures  for  the  connois¬ 
seur.  Other  important  properties  are  included  as  well. 
Although  we  do  not  have  a  record  of  the  total  cost  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet  at  the  time  of  its  acquisition, 
we  would  estimate  that  several  tens  of  thousands  ol  dol¬ 
lars  invested  will  now  yield  several  million  dollars  to  the 
numismatist’s  family! 

One  of  America’s  leading  numismatists,  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  possesses  many  treasures,  has  asked  to  re¬ 
main  anonymous,  for  he  is  well  known  in  the  hobbv 
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and  did  not  want  to  slight  his  other  dealer  friends  when 
selecting  Bowers  and  Merena  to  auction  his  coins.  Part  of 
his  holdings  appear  in  this  catalogue,  most  notably  an 
illustrious  offering  of  United  States  large  cents. 

The  United  States  series  in  this  sale  include  many 
prizes,  among  which  will  be  found  a  beautiful  selection 
of  colonials,  with  emphasis  on  state  issues  of  1785-1788, 
but  with  many  other  attractions  as  well,  including  mul¬ 
tiple  1776  Continental  dollars.  Half  cents  include,  com¬ 
plete  with  a  fascinating  numismatic  background,  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  famous  1796  Edwards  dies.  Large  cents 
1793-1857  will  command  attention  from  anyone  evenly 
remotely  interested  in  the  series,  from  beginner  to  ex¬ 
pert.  For  starters,  over  a  dozen  specimens  of  1793  are  pre¬ 
sented  for  bidding  competition,  followed  by  an  extensive 
offering  of  1794,  multiple  1799  and  1804  issues,  a  Mint 
State  1821,  and  more!  The  property  of  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  gentleman,  these  coins  have  been  off  the  market 
for  many  years  and  are  new  to  the  present  generation  of 
buyers.  Small  cents  include  Flying  Eagle,  Indian,  and  Lin¬ 
coln  cents  of  interest.  Nickel  five-cent  pieces  comprise 
many  Proofs  and  Mint  State  coins. 

Silver  coins  range  from  the  1 790s  onward  and  include 
early  (pre-1858)  Proofs,  gem  Mint  State  Draped  Bust  and 
Capped  Bust  issues,  some  truly  fantastic  Liberty  Seated 
coins,  and  more.  Among  20th-century  issues  are  notable 
Mercury  dimes,  Standing  Liberty  quarters,  and  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars.  Silver  dollars  range  from  the  Flow¬ 
ing  Hair  type  to  the  Peace  series  and  include  many  rari¬ 
ties,  key  issues,  and  others,  especially  among  Morgan  sil¬ 
ver  dollars  where  the  specialist  and  connoisseur  will  have 
a  field  day!  The  offering  of  trade  dollars  is  somewhat 
modest  but  includes  a  number  of  select  pieces. 

American  gold  coins  form  a  major  part  of  the  cata¬ 
logue.  Included  are  many  rarities,  among  which  will  be 
found  early  Proofs,  low-mintage  dates,  Condition  Census 
pieces,  20th-century  Proofs,  and  more,  including  “type” 
pieces  of  popular  appeal.  Regarding  rarities,  I  point  to 
such  landmarks  as  a  splendid  1875  $10  (where  can  you 
find  another?)  and  the  ever-popular  MCMVII  High  Re¬ 


lief  $20  (represented  by  multiple  specimens). 
Commemoratives,  patterns,  territorial  gold,  and  other 
pieces  round  out  the  American  coin  series. 

Coins  of  the  world  include  an  interesting  selection  of 
Canadian  pieces,  a  selection  of  gold  coins  from  various 
countries,  and  an  offering  of  silver  and  minor  specimens. 

To  bid  in  this  sale,  check  our  Terms  of  Sale.  Have  a 
question?  Our  staff  is  ready  and  eager  to  help  you  with 
any  aspects  of  bidding— including  estimates,  additional  in¬ 
formation  concerning  pieces,  and  more.  If  you  have  not 
yet  participated  in  a  Bowers  and  Merena  sale,  this  is  a 
great  way  to  begin.  If  you  are  an  old-timer  with  us,  then 
thank  you  for  being  a  part  of  our  latest  auction  presenta¬ 
tion. 

Thinking  of  selling?  Right  now,  I,  with  the  additional 
numismatic  expertise  of  Ray  Merena,  and  John  Pack,  are 
gathering  consignments  for  the  stellar  series  of  sales 
planned  for  the  balance  of  1998  and  for  the  years  ahead. 
Many  fine  collections,  rarities,  and  other  properties  have 
been  consigned.  Selling  through  our  sales  will  be  an  easy 
and  profitable  experience.  A  telephone  call  to  one  of  us 
will  bring  you  complete  information.  I  personally  will  su¬ 
pervise  the  production  of  the  Grand  Format™  catalogue 
showcasing  your  material  and  will  describe  many  of  the 
items,  while  the  finest  auction  team  in  all  of  numismatics 
will  be  a  part  of  the  presentation.  Whether  you  have  sev¬ 
eral  thousand  dollars’  worth  of  coins  or  a  multi-million 
dollar  collection,  let  our  success  be  your  success.  I  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 

Concerning  the  present  auction,  look  through  the 
pages  carefully,  then  submit  bids  for  the  items  you  would 
like  to  own.  May  Lady  Luck  be  with  you.  Thank  you  for 
being  part  of  one  of  the  finest  sales  of  our  time. 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 

Auction  Director  and  Chairman 
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The  Story  of  Boys  Town 

In  1917  Father  Edward  Flanagan  founded  a  home  for 
boys.  His  purpose  was  to  give  homeless  and  troubled 
boys  the  help  they  needed  and  deserved  in  order  to  be¬ 
come  healthy,  productive  citizens.  Father  Flanagan 
founded  his  home  for  boys,  known  today 
throughout  the  world  as  Boys  Town, 
after  first  working  to  help  derelict 
men  in  Omaha.  He  determined 
that  he  could  do  more  good  by 
helping  boys  before  they  be¬ 
came  “lost  men.”  And  so  be¬ 
gan  Father  Flanagan’s  Boys 
Town. 

From  the  start  he  em¬ 
phasized  the  importance 
of  the  boys  “wanting  to 
be  there.”  Therefore,  the 
front  door  was  never 
locked,  and  any  boy  who 
came  was  allowed  to  en¬ 
ter.  Father  Flanagan  de¬ 
scribed  his  philosophy  best 
when  he  said,  “I  am  not 
building  a  prison.  This  is  a 
home.  You  do  not  wall  in 
members  of  your  family.”  This 
remains  true  today  at  Boys  Town. 

By  pioneering  alternative  educa¬ 
tion  (instead  of  confinement),  vocational 
training  and  self-government,  Father 
Hanagan  changed  the  way  America  viewed  her 
troubled  children  in  the  1920s  and  1930s.  Now,  over  80 
years  later,  Father  Flanagan’s  dream  continues  stronger 
than  ever.  Boys  Town’s  mission  of  providing  food,  cloth¬ 
ing,  shelter,  education,  spiritual  guidance  and  medical 
care  to  homeless,  neglected,  and  at-risk  boys  has  also 
been  extended  to  girls  since  1979. 

Today,  challenged  by  new  problems  facing  youth  and 
families,  Boys  Town’s  work  stretches  far  beyond  the  \  il- 
lage  of  Boys  Town,  Nebraska.  It  is  committed  to  the  goal 
of  changing  the  way  America  cares  for  her  at-risk  children 


in  the  1990s  and  beyond. 

In  keeping  with  Father  Flanagan’s  philosophy,  all 
services  are  provided  regardless  of  race,  color,  creed, 
gender,  national  origin,  or  ability  to  pay.  Children 
come  to  Boys  Town  programs  from  every  state  and 
several  foreign  countries.  Boys  Town  has 
grown  tremendously  since  its  humble 
beginnings.  In  fact,  it  now  has  lo¬ 
cations  in  Rhode  Island,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia,  three 
sites  in  Florida,  Chicago, 
Atlanta,  New  Orleans, 
San  Antonio,  Las  Vegas, 
Southern  California, 
Nebraska,  and  Iowa. 

Boys  Town’s  execu¬ 
tive  director  is  Father 
Val  J.  Peter,  the  third 
successor  to  Boys 
Town’s  founder.  A 
teacher  and  youth 
worker  for  more  than  30 
years,  Father  Peter  holds 
two  doctorates.  His  direc¬ 
torship  has  been  marked  by 
rapid  national  expansion,  the 
creation  of  a  “continuum  of  care" 
(six  new  services),  the  establishment 
of  a  national  crisis  hotline,  and  by  tri¬ 
pling  the  number  of  children  in  Boys 
Town's  care. 

Boys  Town  is  nationally  recognized  for  its  high- 
quality  programs  and  services  for  children  and  fami¬ 
lies  across  America.  Therefore,  one  of  Boys  Town’s 
greatest  tasks  is  to  help  spread  its  excellent  child  care 
and  technology  to  every  state.  In  1996,  Boys  Town 
trained  representatives  from  more  than  400  other 
agencies. 

However,  Boys  Town's  most  important  mission  re¬ 
mains  the  direct  care  of  children  and  their  families. 
In  1996  Boys  Town  helped  more  children  than  evei 
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before— more  than  29,000— and  that  does  not  even  begin 
to  count  the  number  of  children  and  families  helped  by 
its  hodine  (more  than  377,000)  and  indirecdy  through 
its  training  programs  (more  than  750,000). 

The  many  outstanding  programs  developed  and 
implemented  by  Boys  Town  proves  its  continuous  com¬ 
mitment  to  helping  and  caring 
for  youths.  There  are  over  100 
long-term  residential  homes 
for  boys  and  girls  throughout 
the  country.  Youths  placed  in 
this  program  are  the  most 
troubled,  require  long  treat¬ 
ment,  and  receive  one-on-one 
care.  Boys  Town,  Nebraska,  in¬ 
cludes  76  of  these  family  style, 
treatment-oriented  residences. 

There  are  also  nine  short-term 
therapeutic  emergency  shel¬ 
ters  for  boys  and  girls  around 
the  United  States. 

Treatment  Foster  Family 
Services  provides  treatment 
and  care  to  children  who  need 
more  attention  than  they  can 
receive  in  a  traditional  foster 
care  placement.  Boys  Town 
recruits,  selects  and  carefully 
trains  foster  parents,  who  take 
children  into  their  private 
homes  and  provide  them  with 
treatment  in  supportive  nurturing  environments. 

Boys  Town’s  Family  Preservation  Services  offers  in- 
home  counseling  to  help  families  stay  together  and  solve 
their  problems.  The  Common  Sense  Parenting"  pro¬ 
gram  also  focuses  on  strengthening  families.  This  com¬ 
munity  based  program  is  designed  to  prevent  abuse  and 
neglect  by  teaching  parents  alternative  ways  to  deal  with 
problem  behaviors  in  children.  These  programs  are 
unique  because  they  use  what  Boys  Town  has  learned 
from  working  with  America’s  most  challenged  children 
and  applies  it  to  the  many  kinds  of  trouble  so  many  fami¬ 
lies  experience  today. 

1  he  Boys  I  own  National  Hotline,  1-800-448-3000,  is 
,i  toll-free  crisis  and  resource  referral  service  for 


troubled  children  and  parents.  Highly  trained  counselors 
are  available  24  hours  a  day,  seven  days  a  week  to  assist 
callers.  Hotline  services  include  full-time  Spanish  lan¬ 
guage  assistance  and  a  TTY  line,  1-800-448-1833,  for 
speech  and  hearing  impaired  callers.  In  1996,  the  Hotline 
averaged  more  than  1,000  calls  a  day  from  parents  and 

children  in  the  United  States, 
Canada,  Puerto  Rico  and  the 
Virgin  Islands.  The  Boys 
Town  Hotline  helps  families 
deal  with  any  and  all  prob¬ 
lems,  unlike  most  other 
hotlines  that  limit  services  to 
one  specific  problem  area 
such  as  runaways  or  abuse. 
The  hotline  is  dedicated  to  as¬ 
sisting  callers  in  any  way  pos¬ 
sible.  It  refers  callers  to  local 
agencies  for  continued  sup¬ 
port  and  provides  emergency 
intervention  when  necessary. 

The  Boys  Town  National 
Resource  and  Training  Cen¬ 
ter  is  another  means  of  reach¬ 
ing  out  to  troubled  children. 
It  provides  workshops  and 
other  services  to  help  child 
care  providers  and  educators 
around  the  United  States  im¬ 
prove  the  way  they  care  for 
and  teach  kids.  The  Center’s 
goal  is  to  share  Boys  Town’s  child  care  technologies  for 
treating  children  who  are  emotionally  or  behaviorally 
disturbed,  delinquent  or  academically  delayed. 

Boys  Town  takes  its  dedication  to  helping  children  one 
step  further  with  the  Boys  Town  National  Research  Hos¬ 
pital  located  in  Omaha.  This  is  a  state-of-the-art  research, 
prevention,  diagnostic  and  treatment  facility  for  children 
with  hearing,  speech,  language,  and  balance  disorders. 

With  over  80  years  of  dedicated,  high-quality  care  of 
youth,  Boys  Town  looks  forward  to  the  future  with  great 
hope  and  aspirations.  Boys  Town  will  continue  to  devote 
itself  to  making  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
children  each  and  every  year.  Boys  Town  will  always  be 
a  home  for  those  who  need  one  the  most. 
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Banknotes,  Coins,  and  Stamps 

In  addition,  numismatics  and  philately  have  played 
a  role  at  Boys  Town  since  its  earliest  days.  Father 
Flanagan  encouraged  the  boys  to  collect  stamps  and 
coins  to  develop  organizational  skills  and  expand  their 
horizons.  Donors  began  to  send  gifts  of  stamps  and 
coins  for  the  boys’  collections.  In  1949,  D.O.  Barrett, 
retired  chief  mechanical  engineer  of  the  Gulf  Oil  Com¬ 
pany,  who  in  1947  had  begun  to  donate  stamps  and 
coins  to  Boys  Town,  moved  from  Texas  to  Omaha  to 
be  curator  of  a  planned  exhibit  center.  In  1951,  the 
PhilaMatic  Center  museum  (PHILAtely  +numisMATICS) 
was  opened  at  the  Boys  Town  Visitor  Center.  Due  to  the 
generosity  of  donors,  it  became  one  of  the  leading  col¬ 
lections  of  coins,  currency,  and  stamps  in  the  United 
States.  In  the  February  1955  issue  of  The  Numismatist, 
Glenn  B.  Smedley,  in  “The  PhilaMatic  Center  at  Boys 
Town,”  commented  (here  a  small  part  is  excerpted): 

Every  numismatist,  regardless  of  his  special  interest,  and 
whether  novice  or  advanced  collector,  should  know  of  die 
PhilaMatic  Center... and  visit  it  at  the  first  opportunity.  At 
other  places  he  may  see  more  coins,  or  more  stamps,  or 
more  of  any  specialized  collections,  but  nowhere  else  will 
he  find  a  more  ingenious  display  of  varied  material,  so  con- 
veniendy  arranged  for  inspection  and  study.... 

A  mere  catalogue  of  the  material  on  display... would 
fill  many  pages.  In  addition  to  the  principal  displays  of 
stamps  and  banknotes,  one  sees  frames  of  engravings 
and  etchings,  bookplates,  playing  cards,  early  valentines, 
government  bonds  and  revenue  stamps,  coins  and  med¬ 
als,  and  many  other  things  of  interest. 

Barrett  had  stamps  as  his  first  love,  but  obsolete 
banknotes  have  been  his  primary  interest  for  many 
years....  Here  you  will  see  notes  issued  by  several  banks 
on  which  the  same  vignette  was  used  without  change,  or 
with  minor  changes;  others  on  which  only  part  of  a  mas¬ 
ter  vignette  was  used,  and  others  on  which  two  vignettes 
(or  parts  of  two)  were  combined.  Inspection  of  some  die 
proofs  reveals  signatures  of  the  engravers  which  do  not 
appear,  or  are  not  legible,  on  the  printed  notes.  Prob¬ 
ably  few  collectors  of  United  States  notes  are  aware  that 
a  number  of  the  portraits  and  scenes  depicted  on  their 
notes  bear  the  signatures  or  private  marks  of  the  artists 
who  created  them.... 

During  the  late  1950s  and  early  1960s  Melvin  Stark 


served  as  curator.  As  part  of  his  interest  in  numismatics 
he  organized  and  catalogued  much  of  the  Byron  Reed 
Collection  stored  in  the  Omaha  City  Library  (now  in  the 
Western  Heritage  Museum;  its  star  attraction  is  an  1804 
silver  dollar). 

In  1989,  the  PhilaMatic  Center  was  remodeled  in  or¬ 
der  to  appeal  more  to  the  general  visitor  with  only  a  nomi¬ 
nal  knowiedge  of  coins  and  stamps.  It  was  renamed  the 
Leon  Myers  Stamp  Center  in  honor  of  the  Beverly  Hills, 
California,  insurance  executive,  a  major  benefactor  of 
Boys  Town. 


Visitors  at  the  PhilaMatic  Center  at  Boys  Town, 
Omaha,  circa  1955  (courtesy  of  The  Numismatist). 
Many  of  the  prized  items  offered  in  the  present  auc¬ 
tion  were  on  view  at  that  time. 

Over  the  past  few  years,  Boys  Town  has  sold  many 
outstanding  coin,  currency  and  stamp  collections  in 
order  to  provide  funds  for  its  youth  programs  in  Ne¬ 
braska  and  at  Boys  Town  sites  nationwide.  Materials  con¬ 
signed  to  the  March  1998  Bowers  &  Merena  auction 
include  a  unique  collection  of  currency  and  engravings 
designed  by  the  Jocelyn  family,  precursors  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bank  Note  Company.  In  the  present  catalogue  will 
be  found  many  unique  and  very  rare  items  that,  once 
sold,  may  not  reappear  on  the  market  for  years,  if  ever. 

Boys  Town  welcomes  donations  of  coins,  currency  and 
stamps.  Donations  are  tax-deductible  and  all  funds  raised 
by  their  sale  go  directly  to  Boys  Town's  nationally  rec¬ 
ognized  programs  for  troubled  boys  and  girls  (none  is 
used  for  fundraising).  For  more  information  about  donat¬ 
ing  to  Boys  Town,  write:  Leon  Myers  Stamp  Center, 
Box  1,  Boys  Town,  NF  68010,  or  call  (402)  498-1 143. 
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Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection 


Our  Consignor  Comments 

It  is  always  a  pleasure  when  a  consignor  relates  the 
why  and  wherefore  of  his  or  her  numismatic  interest. 
Often  one  success  story  will  inspire  others  to  do  like¬ 
wise.  In  Charles  S.  Mamiye’s  words: 

Born  and  raised  in  Brooklyn,  NY,  my  introduction  to 
coins  came  at  an  early  age  of  10 
years  old  when  two  sleep-away 
camp  directors  “bribed”  me 
with  some  early  U.S.  coins  to 
enroll  in  their  camp.  After  re¬ 
turning  from  this  pleasant  ex¬ 
cursion,  I  frequently  spent  Sun¬ 
days  with  my  mother  in  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  building  a  Mint  State  set 
of  Washington  quarters. 

While  growing  up  in  Brook¬ 
lyn,  I  frequently  visited  legendary 
coin  and  stamp  dealers  in  Brook¬ 
lyn  and  nearby  Manhattan. 

Among  others,  I  have  fond 
memories  of  my  visits  with  Harry 
Jacobs  (on  Avenue  U),  Cam- 
bridge-Essex  Coin  &  Stamp,  as 
well  as  Cherrystone  Coin  & 

Stamp,  Gimbels  Coin  &  Stamp  Dept.,  and  Harmer  Rooke. 

During  my  mid-teens,  I  moved  to  the  suburbs  of  cen¬ 
tral  New  Jersey.  At  this  point  my  hobby  was  slowed 
down  by  the  lack  of  dealers  in  the  New  Jersey  area.  The 
coin  bug  hit  again  about  20  years  later  while  vacation¬ 
ing  in  Florida.  1  purchased  a  copy  of  Coin  World  and 
began  assembling  a  set  of  Mint  State  high-grade  Bar¬ 
ber  coins  in  all  three  denominations,  the  dime,  quar¬ 
ter,  and  half  dollar.  My  collecting  interests  were  really 
sparked  when  I  met  legendary  Barber  specialist  David 
Lawrence.  David’s  books  on  Barber  coinage  gave  me 
the  confidence  needed  to  persist  in  completing  the  set 
in  Mint  State. 

Favorite  coins  in  my  collection  are  the  gem  1901-S 
quarter,  which  was  one  of  my  first  Mint  State  coins 
bought  at  the  ANA  Central  States  show  in  Indianapo¬ 
lis;  and  a  1901  S  Barber  half  dollar  which  came  out  of  a 


Reno,  Nevada,  school  house  cornerstone  along  with 
a  dime,  quarter,  and  silver  dollar  of  the  same  year 
and  mintmark! 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  friends  I  have  made  as¬ 
sembling  my  collection:  David  and  John  of  David 
Lawrence  Rare  Coins,  Gail  Watson  of  Bowers  and 

Merena  Galleries  for  keeping 
an  eye  out  for  all  key  dates, 
Larry  Whitlow  for  finding  the 
“impossible”  Mint  State  half 
dollars,  and  Bob  Hughes  for 
consistently  coming  up  with 
“wonder  coins”  in  MS-65. 

Barber  Coins: 

The  Prelude 

By  1892,  when  the  Barber 
dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dol¬ 
lars  made  their  debut,  Liberty 
Seated  silver  coins  had  been 
the  mainstay  of  silver  coinage 
for  several  generations.  Begin¬ 
ning  with  the  1836  Gobrecht 
silver  dollar  and  continuing 
with  the  1837  half  dime  and 
dime,  the  1838  quarter  dollar,  and  the  1839  half  dol¬ 
lar,  the  motif  soon  became  familiar  in  channels  of 
commerce.  In  the  early  years,  Liberty  Seated  silver 
pieces  circulated  alongside  many  other  coin  types  in¬ 
cluding  Spanish-American  reals  (with  the  two  real  or 
"two  bit”  piece  being  particularly  popular),  Hard 
Times  tokens,  and  many  other  minted  issues.  By  1850, 
one  could  easily  assemble  an  impressive  collection  of 
coins  simply  by  looking  through  pocket  change.  In 
that  same  year,  the  price  of  silver  rose  on  international 
markets,  and  by  early  1853  just  about  every'  Liberty 
Seated  coin  in  circulation  had  been  fished  out  and 
melted  or  hoarded. 

The  early  accession  records  of  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society  (formed  in  1858)  revealed  the  di¬ 
versity  of  American  monetary  items  in  commerce  at 
that  time. 
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In  the  summer  of  1862  the  outcome  of  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion  (as  it  was  often  called;  “Civil  War”  is  later  us¬ 
age)  was  uncertain.  The  public  began  hoarding  every 
coin  in  sight— at  first  gold  and  silver,  and,  eventually,  cop¬ 
per-nickel  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents.  The  Treasury 
stopped  paying  out  Liberty  Seated  silver  coins.  From  diat 
time  until  1873,  when  some 
were  paid  out,  most  of  the 
silver  mintages  were  held  in 
Treasury  vaults.  Beginning 
on  Apiil  30, 1876,  large-scale 
disbursements  loosed  a  tor¬ 
rent  of  pent-up  coins.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  silver  coins  minted 
and  stored  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  from  1862  onward, 
millions  of  pieces  hoarded  by 
the  public  were  spent.  By 
1878  these  pieces  were  a 
glut  on  the  market.  For  this 
reason,  coinages  of  dimes, 
quarters,  and  half  dollars 
were  diminished  in  follow¬ 
ing  years. 

In  1891  the  Treasury  De¬ 
partment  decided  to  replace 
the  time-worn  Liberty  Seated 

motif.  By  that  time  an  entire  generation  of  citizens  had 
known  no  other  design.  A  grand  competition  was  envi¬ 
sioned,  with  10  of  America’s  most  distinguished  artists 
sending  in  proposals.  However,  less  than  two  months  was 
allowed  and  virtually  no  compensation  was  given,  so 
nothing  of  significance  was  received.  The  Treasury  De¬ 
partment  then  decided  to  have  a  public  competition 
thrown  open  to  all  comers,  with  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens, 
Henry  Mitchell  (a  Boston  gem  engraver  and  artist),  and 
Charles  E.  Barber  (chief  engraver  at  the  Mint)  judging 
the  results.  Nothing  was  found  to  suit  the  committee. 

The  New  Coinage 

Probably  to  the  satisfaction  of  Chief  Engraver  Barber, 
he  was  instructed  to  prepare  designs.  Patterns  were 
struck  in  1891  bearing  Barber’s  motifs  for  anew  Liberty 
I  lead  coinage  consisting  of  the  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and 
half  dollar.  The  silver  dollar,  which  had  been  redesigned 


by  George  T.  Morgan  in  1878,  was  considered  to  be  suffi¬ 
ciently  recent  so  that  no  new  style  was  needed. 

Depicted  on  the  obverse  of  all  three  modified  denomi¬ 
nations  was  Miss  Liberty  facing  right,  wearing  a  Phrygian 
cap  and  with  her  head  wreathed  in  laurel.  At  the  front  of 
her  cap  was  the  incised  inscription  LIBERTY.  The  date  was 

placed  beneath  the  neck 
truncation. 

The  obverse  of  the  dime 
included  the  inscription 
UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  around  the  bor¬ 
der,  while  the  reverse  was 
simply  the  wreath  of  “cere¬ 
als”  used  for  years  on  the 
Liberty  Seated  dimes,  with 
ONE  /  DIME  in  two  lines 
at  the  center.  The  small  di¬ 
ameter  of  the  dime  and  the 
new  design  of  the  obverse 
did  not  permit  the  inscrip¬ 
tions  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM 
and  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 
to  be  included. 

The  quarter  dollar  and 
half  dollar  were  of  different 
format.  On  the  obverse,  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST  was  placed  at  the  top  border,  with  six 
stars  at  the  left  side  and  seven  to  the  right.  On  the  reverse 
a  heraldic  eagle  formed  the  center  design,  with  UNITED 
STATES  OF  .AMERICA  at  the  border  above  and  to  the 
left  and  right,  and  the  denomination,  QUARTER  DOL¬ 
LAR  or  HALF  DOLLAR,  below. 

Whereas  Liberty  Seated  dimes  had  been  struck  inter- 
mittently  at  branch  mints  in  the  1880s  and  early  1890s,  and 
quarter  dollars  and  half  dollars  had  been  struck  only  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  from  1879  onward,  the  new  Barber 
coins  of  1892  presented  a  full  series  from  the  three  larg¬ 
est  mints.  Philadelphia  coins,  per  long-standing  tradition, 
were  made  without  a  mintmark.  Coins  from  New  Orleans 
and  San  Francisco  had  a  small  letter  O  or  S  added  to  the 
reverse  near  the  bottom  border.  The  Carson  Citv  Mint  was 
in  operation  in  1892,  and  would  remain  so  for  one  more 
year,  1893,  but  no  Barber  coins  were  struck  there. 

In  1906  the  Denver  Mint  opened  for  business,  and 


The  United  States  Mint  Collection  on 
exhibit  at  the  World's  Columbian  Expo¬ 
sition,  Chicago,  1893.  National  atten¬ 
tion  was  focused  on  this  great  world's 
fair,  and  virtually  no  one  noticed  the 
Barber  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars 
which  were  just  beginning  to  appear  in  circulation. 
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Barber  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  were  produced 
in  the  new  facility.  Meanwhile,  output  continued  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco.  In  1909  the 
final  Barber  coins  were  struck  in  New  Orleans,  after 
which  the  series  was  completed  by  the  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Denver,  and  San  Francisco  mints. 

Coinage  by  this  formula  continued  on  a 
regular  basis  from  1892  through  1903,  after 
which  production  of  certain  denominations  at 
the  branch  mints  became  intermittent.  The  last 
Barber  dimes  and  quarters  were  struck  in  1916,  the 
final  halves  a  year  earlier  in  1915.  Almost  as  quietly 
as  they  entered  the  American  scene,  Barber  coins  si¬ 
lently  slipped  away. 

The  Development  of  Collecting 

When  the  first  Barber  coins  made  their 
debut  in  1892,  the  public  took  little  notice  of 
them.  National  attention  was  focused  upon  the 
World’s  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chicago  and 
upon  the  new  commemorative  half  dollars  that 
were  to  be  issued.  News  of  the  commemoratives 
made  lively  reading  in  newspapers,  and  there  was 
much  anticipation  of  their  arrival.  Accordingly, 

Barber  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  slipped  into 
circulation  virtually  unnoticed. 

Numismatists  who  were  interested  in  these  denomina¬ 
tions  were  mosdy  content  to  acquire  one  of  each  date. 
Whether  a  coin  had  a  tiny  mint  letter  identifying  its  ori¬ 
gin  was  not  a  matter  of  concern  (as  unbelievable  as  this 
may  seem  to  today’s  readers!).  Even  such  landmark  rari¬ 
ties  as  the  1896-S  and  1901-S  quarters  attracted  no  nu¬ 
mismatic  attention  whatsoever  at  the  time  of  their  issue! 

However,  a  beginning  in  numismatic  interest  was  made 
in  1893  when  Augustus  G.  Heaton  published  his  Treatise 
on  Mint  Marks,  a  study  which  listed  various  “characteristics 
of  desirability”  for  silver  and  gold  coins  minted  at  places 
other  than  Philadelphia.  Heaton  was  a  man  of  many  accom¬ 
plishments  including  writing,  poetry,  and  art  (he  designed 
the  5(Fcent  Columbian  commemorative  stamp).  After  1893, 
perhaps  a  dozen  or  two  enthusiasts  wrote  to  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  and  San  Francisco  mints  to  secure  examples  of  cur¬ 
rent  coinage.  Among  those  was  John  Clapp,  tin  oilman  and 
banker,  whose  collection  later  passed  to  Louis  E.  Eliasbcrg, 
Sr  ;  rniK  h  about  Clapp  was  presented  in  the  book,  Louis  E. 


Eliasberg  Sr.:  King  of  Coins  (1996). 

The  “mintmark  situation”  remained  rather  quiet  until 
August  1909,  when  the  Lincoln  cent  was  released.  It  was 
soon  publicized  that  a  new  cent  with  an  S  mintmark  on 
the  obverse  was  worth  from  five  to  10  cents,  or,  stated 
a  bit  more  dramatically,  five  to  10  times  face  value 
(this  variety,  which  was  to  become  known  as  the 
1909-S  V.D.B.  cent,  is  worth  over  $  1,000  for  a  gem 
specimen  today).  All  of  a  sudden,  mintmarks  be¬ 
came  important.  The  Denver  Mint  began 
striking  minor  coins  in  191 1  with  the  1911- 
D  Lincoln  cent.  Before  long,  the  current 
coinage  of  Lincoln  cents  and  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els  comprised  one  coin  each  year  from 
Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San  Francisco.  Such 
pieces  were  popular  and  easy  to  collect. 

Fast  forward  to  the  1930s,  when  Wayte 
Raymond,  the  well-known  New  York  City 
dealer,  marketed  his  “National”  line  of  coin 
albums  and  pages.  With  circular  openings 
for  cents,  nickels,  dimes,  quarters,  and  half 
dollars  of  various  dates  and  mintmarks, 
these  albums  beckoned  the  collector  to  ac¬ 
quire  one  of  each  variety  of  each  year.  Coin 
by  coin,  a  collection  grew  as  pieces  were  ac¬ 
quired  from  circulation  and  from  dealers.  A 
great  interest  developed  in  mintmarked  issues  of  earlier 
years.  However,  by  this  time  nearly  all  Barber  dimes,  quar¬ 
ters,  and  half  dollars  had  long  since  been  released  into  cir¬ 
culation.  It  was  found  that  Uncirculated  (Mint  State)  speci¬ 
men  of  even  “common”  dates  were  elusive.  It  is  often  the 
case  that  an  issue  will  be  readily  available  in  a  circulated 
grade  and  somewhat  scarce  in  MS-60,  but  a  formidable 
rarity  in  MS-64  or  MS-65. 

Today  in  1998,  Barber  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dol¬ 
lars  are  more  popular  than  they  have  ever  been.  The 
reactivation  of  the  Barber  Coin  Collectors  Society,  a 
suite  of  three  books  on  Barber  coins  by  David  Lawrence, 
the  publication  of  population  reports  (by  PCGS,  NGC, 
and  ANACS),  and  a  general  appreciation  of  numismatic 
specimens  rare  and  beautiful  have  been  factors  in  the 
increased  interest. 

To  the  fund  of  numismatic  literature  on  the  Barber 
series  now  is  added  our  presentation  of  the  Charles  S. 
Mamiye  Collection. 
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From  the  executors  of  the  estate  of  Paul 
Leon,  a  son  of  Theophile  E.  Leon,  comes  a 
remarkable  group  of  coins,  paper  money,  and 
numismatic  memorabilia.  In  his  time,  espe¬ 
cially  during  the  period  1907-1926,  Leon  was 
one  of  the  most  active  rare  coin  dealers  on  the 
American  scene.  The  material  offered  in  our 
sale  was  recently  discovered  stored  in  boxes 
and  trunks  in  the  basement  and  closets,  a 
cache  which  is  now  presented  to  delight  bid¬ 
ders.  Certain  books  and  catalogues  from  the 
Paul  Leon  estate  were  consigned  separately  to 
Charles  E.  Davis,  numismatic  bookseller,  and 
were  sold  by  him  in  November  1997. 

Theophile  E.  Leon  in  Numismatics 

an  appreciation  by 
John  Pack  and  Q.  David  Bowers 

Theophile  E.  Leon  (1875-1930),  though  relatively  un¬ 
familiar  to  collectors  today,  was  one  of  America’s  most 
respected  numismatists  in  the  early  part  of  this  century. 
The  initial  presence  of  “Ted"  Leon  on  the  national  scene 
seems  to  have  come  with  his  association  with  Silas  C. 
Stevens,  a  Civil  War  veteran  who  was  the  leading  rare 
coin  dealer  in  Chicago  in  the  days  before  the  Michael 
brothers  (Edward  and  Fred)  and  Ben  Green  became 
active  in  the  city. 

In  1894,  Augustus  G.  Heaton  (he  of  A  Treatise  on  Mint 
Marks  fame)  took  an  extended  trip  to  call  upon  profes¬ 
sionals  in  the  field.  In  1895  he  reported  his  observations 
to  readers  of  The  Numismatist  in  a  lengthy  article,  “A  Tour 
Among  the  Coin  Dealers.”  Heaton’s  excursion  ended  in 
Chicago,  where  the  firm  of  Stevens  &  Company  was  to 
be  found  on  the  third  or  fourth  floor— Heaton  couldn’t 
remember  which— of  a  large  office  building  near  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  town.  The  proprietor  was  nearly  always  on  hand 
behind  the  counters  and  showcases.  “He  is  a  bearded  phi¬ 
losopher  of  a  social  type,  and  when  stamps  and  coins  and 


idiotic  inquirers  are  not 
absorbing  his  time,  he  is  al¬ 
ways  ready  to  discuss  fi¬ 
nance,  religion,  anar¬ 
chism,  or  other  weighty 
topics  without  gloves.” 

Much  could  be  written 
about  Stevens.  Suffice  it  to 
state  in  the  present  com¬ 
mentary  that  he  was  heir 
to  thousands  of  undistrib¬ 
uted  1893  Isabella  quarter 
dollars  after  the 
Columbian  Exposition 
closed,  that  he  was  ar¬ 
rested  by  federal  authori¬ 
ties  for  the  “crime”  of  selling  Confederate  States  of 
America  paper  money  (more  about  this  in  our  offer¬ 
ing  of  Leon’s  material  in  the  present  sale),  and  that, 
without  fanfare,  he  handled  many  important  collec¬ 
tions. 

In  the  early  1900s  Ted  Leon  set  up  a  coin  office 
in  a  facility  shared  with  Stevens.  It  seems  that  Leon 
was  Stevens’  traveling  representative  and  took  trains 
and  Great  Lakes  steamers  to  hither  and  yon  in  the 
quest  for  coins  and  currency.  Apparently,  Stevens 
provided  the  financing,  and  profits  were  split  under 
some  sort  of  an  arrangement.  It  seems  that  Leon  rep¬ 
resented  Stevens  well,  and  even  in  later  years  they 
had  a  business  rapport  and  friendship,  quite  possi¬ 
bly  involving  some  flexibility  on  Leon's  part,  as 
Stevens  was  known  as  a  curmudgeon,  albeit  one  who 
was  loyal  to  his  friends. 

In  1907,  Virgil  Michael  Brand  (1862-1926)  and  Ted 
Leon  finalized  an  arrangement  whereby  Brand 
would  provide  the  financing  for  a  new  rare  coin  busi¬ 
ness  to  be  known  as  the  Chicago  Coin  Company. 
Leon  was  advertised  as  the  manager,  though  Brand 
scrupulously  managed  the  account  book  and  pro- 


Theophile  E.  (“Ted”)  Leon 
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vided  limitless  funding.  The  company  operated  until 
1915,  the  last  purchase  being  an  1849  Moffat 
California  $  10  gold  piece  on  July  26.  The 
remaining  inventory  was  transferred  to 
Virgil  Brand.  However,  other  business 
arrangements  between  Leon  and  Brand 
continued  for  years  thereafter. 

Leon’s  mission  was  to  acquire  collections 
en  bloc  for  Brand,  view  lots  and  bid  in  distant  auc¬ 
tions,  and  otherwise  represent  Brand.  Along  the 
way,  any  items  acquired  but  not  needed  by  Brand 
could  be  sold  by  Leon  as  he  wished. 

While  most  readers  of  the  present  catalogue  are  prob¬ 
ably  familiar  with  Virgil  Brand,  a  few  words  are  appro¬ 
priate  here.  Brand,  a  wealthy  Chicago  brewer, 
began  his  numismatic  interest  as  a  young 
man  in  the  1880s.  In  1889  he  began  a 
series  of  ledgers,  the  first  entry  in  which 
was  an  1851  octagonal  $50  gold  “slug” 
from  California.  From  that  time  until 
his  death  in  1926,  he  coins  were  virtu¬ 
ally  his  entire  life.  By  the  time  of  his 
passing  he  had  acquired  over  350,000 
specimens  in  all  areas  from  ancient  coins  to 
modern  tokens.  With  a  virtually  unlim¬ 
ited  budget  at  his  disposal,  Brand  often 
acquired  rarities  in  duplicate,  such  as  six 
or  seven  of  the  10  known  1884  trade  dol¬ 
lars!  The  definitive  study  of  his  life  is  the 
book,  Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era, 
by  Q.  David  Bowers,  1983,  prepared  at  the 
behest  of  the  Allen  family  (heirs  to  much  of 
the  Brand  estate)  and  the  Morgan  Guaranty  Trust 
Co.  Later,  through  the  efforts  of  Bowers,  Norman 
Neubauer  (of  the  Morgan  Guaranty  Trust  Co.),  and 
David  E.  Tripp,  Brand’s  ledgers  and  ar¬ 
chives  were  donated  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Society,  New 
York  City,  where  they  remain  a 
prized  possession  today. 

Not  only  was  Brand  the  ar¬ 
chetype  of  a  “wealthy  collector,” 
he  was  also  a  connoisseur  of  the 
first  order.  I  Ie  could  “talk  coins” 


about  nearly  every  specialty,  no  matter  how  arcane. 
Edgar  H.  Adams,  America’s  leading  numismatic 
scholar  of  the  1900-1915  era,  called  upon  Brand  for 
advice  in  matters  of  history  and  authenticity.  Fur¬ 
ther,  Brand  was  a  very  generous  man  and 
contributed  to  or  underwrote  many 
projects  and  causes,  usually  anony¬ 
mously. 

Under  the  aegis  of  Brand,  Ted  Leon 
became  especially  active  in  coin  collecting 
circles  and,  in  time,  became  known  as  the 
person  to  contact  when  a  major  rarity  or  collec¬ 
tion  became  available.  He  paid  his  dues  in  the  altruism 
sector  as  well,  and  was  a  popular  figure  at  gatherings  for 
collectors.  Although  Leon  is  not  remembered  as 
a  particularly  literate  person,  nor  was  he  an 
accomplished  writer,  he  gave  his  share  of 
^  programs  and  talks  to  collectors’  groups. 
He  was  very  active  in  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association  for  a  long  period 
of  years.  He  was  present  at  the  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  convention  in  1907  when 
Farran  Zerbe  was  elected  president  of  the 
ANA,  and  he  acted  as  chairman  of  the  enter¬ 
tainment  committee  for  the  Chicago  con¬ 
vention  of  1920.  Gifted  with  a  sense  of 
diplomacy,  Leon  weathered  the  stormy 
years  1908-1910  when  the  ANA  was  be¬ 
set  with  controversy,  in-fighting,  election 
irregularities,  and  the  exploitation  of 
ANA  resources  for  personal  gain  by 
Zerbe.  For  several  years  Leon  was  the  fore¬ 
most  recruiter  of  new  ANA  members. 

Ted  Leon  was  also  a  charter  member  of  the  Chicago 
Coin  Club.  Leon’s  regular  dealing  and  correspondence 
were  with  many  famous  dealers  and 
collectors  of  the  day  including  B. 
Max  Mehl,  the  Guttag  brothers, 
M.H.  Bolencler,  William  H. 
Woodin,  S.H.  and  Henry 
Chapman,  Wayte  Raymond, 
and  H.O.  Granberg,  to  name  a 
few.  Many  letters,  business  cards, 
and  material  relating  to  these  and 
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other  people  are  included  in  the  present  sale.  Some  re¬ 
vealing  correspondence  from  H.O.  Granberg,  a  wealthy 
collector  and  numismatic  competitor  of  Brand,  proposes 
that  Leon  form  a  rare  coin  company  with  him.  However, 
Leon  remained  loyal  to  Brand,  as  he  was  to  do  until  the 
very  day  of  Brand’s  untimely  death  in  1926.  It  is  a  mark 
of  the  man  that  Leon  took  no  financial  advantage  of 
Brand,  but  represented  him  with  honesty,  integrity,  and 
enthusiasm  from  beginning  to  end. 

The  arrangement  was  mutually  beneficial.  The  educa¬ 
tion  of  Leon’s  two  oldest  sons,  Henry  and  Albert,  at 
Notre  Dame  was  paid  for  by  Brand,  and  Brand  helped 
in  other  money  matters,  benevolences  that  continued 
long  after  the  Chicago  Coin  Company  closed  its  doors 
in  1915.  Leon’s  correspondence  reveals  that 
he  was  not  a  wealthy  man,  often  lived 
from  hand  to  mouth,  and  had  a  fru¬ 
gal  personal  life.  Leon,  despite 
basking  in  the  glow  of  Brand’s  lav¬ 
ish  purchases,  remained  his  “own 
person"  and  gained  high  respect  in 
the  hobby. 

During  the  course  of  repre¬ 
senting  Brand  at  auctions  and 
tracking  down  rarities,  it  was  not 
unusual  for  Leon  to  be  away 
from  Chicago  for  a  week  or  two 
at  a  time.  His  letters  home  to  his  dear  wife  Marie,  who 
for  a  time  lived  with  the  children  in  South  Bend,  Indi¬ 
ana,  near  Notre  Dame,  always  mentioned  his  successes 
in  such  dealings.  He  was  so  very  busy  with  business  af¬ 
fairs  that  on  September  9,  1918,  he  wrote  to  his  wife  that 
he  had  forgotten  the  date  of  their  marriage  and  the  birth 
dates  of  their  children! 

Certainly  Leon’s  time  away  from  his  family  while  he 
was  on  the  road  and  when  Marie  and  the  children  were 
in  South  Bend  was  a  cause  of  loneliness.  On  occasion  he 
took  a  companion  on  his  Chicago  rounds  to  visit  various 
hank  presidents.  Her  name  was  Alice,  and  she  usually 
caused  quite  a  stir  as  she  was  a  small  Central  African  pig. 
Yes,  a  tiny  porcine  mammal  who,  to  be  sure,  was  a  most 
uncommon  sight  on  the  streets  of  Chicago! 

“Mr.  Brand,”  as  he  was  referred  to  in  Leon’s  letters  to 
his  wife  Marie,  was  not  only  a  client  and  business  part¬ 


ner,  but  a  friend  to  the  whole  Leon  family.  T.E.  Leon 
writes  to  his  wife  regarding  Mr.  Brand  on  one  occasion, 
“Isn’t  it  a  wonderful  blessing  to  have  a  friend  as  good 
and  true  as  he?”  Leon’s  only  daughter,  Emilie,  accom¬ 
panied  him  on  one  of  his  visits  to  Mr.  Brand.  It  was  ap¬ 
parently  a  giancl  success  for  Emilie,  as  Mr.  Brand  gave 
her  a  small  ring  as  a  gift.  She  was  undoubtedly  pleased 
and  thanked  him  with  a  letter. 

Mention  must  be  made  of  “Miss  Mollie”  Naerup,  who 
worked  for  Silas  C.  Stevens  for  years,  then  with  Ted 
Leon,  often  accompanying  him  on  coin-buying  trips. 
Mollie  was  well  liked,  and  certain  letters  to  Leon  also 
expressed  good  wishes  for  his  right-hand  helper. 

After  Brand’s  death  in  1926,  Leon  was  completely  on 
his  own.  He  remained  in  the  rare  coin 
trade  and  also  dealt  in  antiques  and 
various  second-hand  items.  On 
June  8,  1930,  at  the  age  of  54,  he 
passed  away  from  heart  failure. 
He  was  survived  by  his  wife, 
Marie  Antoinette  Leon,  and  his 
four  children,  Henry,  Albert, 
Emilie,  and  Paul.  “He  had  a  per¬ 
sonality  that  won  him  many 
friends,”  his  obituary  in  thejulv 
1930  issue  of  The  Numismatist 
noted. 

In  March  1933  the  president  of  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association,  Alden  Scott  Boyer,  contributed  a 
reminiscence  of  Virgil  Brand  and  his  “scout,”  Ted  Leon, 
to  The  Numismatist.  Boyer  was  a  man  of  many  accom¬ 
plishments  and  interests.  The  owner  of  a  large  cosmet¬ 
ics  firm,  he  was  also  an  accomplished  writer,  one  of  the 
very  first  people  to  collect  coin-operated  automatic  mu¬ 
sical  instruments  (by  Seeburg,  Wurlitzer,  et  al .),  and  an 
avid  coin  hobbyist.  At  one  time  he  toyed  with  the  idea 
of  buying  a  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  from  Samuel 
Brown,  who  had  all  five  of  them,  but  after  having  it  in 
his  possession  for  many  months,  returned  it.  Concern¬ 
ing  Leon,  Boyer  wrote: 

Ted  Leon  was  Mr.  Brand’s  “scout.”  Ted  traveled  far 
and  near  and  bought  coins  for  Mr.  Brand,  l  ed  Leon, 
to  my  notion,  found  more  rare  coins  in  his  day  than  any 
other  “scout”  1  know  of.  B.  Max  Mehl  has  found  ;i  lot 
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of  fine  and  rare  coins,  but  Ted  Leon  went  out  and  trav¬ 
eled  and  looked  for  them.  B.  Max  Mehl  advertises  for 
them  with  costly  ads,  but  Ted  Leon  came  in  “off  the 
road”  with  them  in  his  “coin  bags.”  I  had  often  seen 
him  open  up  these  bags,  and  I  never  expect  to  see  sights 
like  these  again. 

Ted  Leon  had  his  downtown  office  in  the  old  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  block.  His  name  was  not  on  the  door.  He 
shared  offices  with  Stevens  &  Company.  Mr.  Stevens 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  stamp  and  coin  men  of  Chicago. 
The  “company”  of  Stevens  8c  Company  was  Miss  Mollie 
Naerup.  Miss  Naerup  was  and  is  an  expert  on  the  at¬ 
tribution  of  coins. 

Mr.  Brand  took  the  bulk  of  the  coins  that  Ted  Leon 
found.  In  order  to  help  pay  the  heavy  expenses  on 
these  trips,  Ted  bought  mutilated  coins  from  banks  at 
half  face  value.  He  did  this  for  years  and  years.  He 
turned  them  into  the  government  Sub-Treasury  here 
in  Chicago  at  face  value.  The  banks  did  not  know  that 
this  could  be  done.  Ted  knew  it  and  profited  by  it.  Ted 
Leon  knew  coin  collectors  in  every  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  He  was  a  great  entertainer;  money  meant  nothing 
to  him  when  he  was  entertaining  his  friends. 

[Years  ago]  I  invited  Mr.  Brand  to  the  new  Chicago 
Coin  Club  (lately  formed).  He  came.  It  was  wonderful 


to  have  him  at  the  meetings.  He  possessed  a  store  of 
wisdom.  He  was  an  interesting  speaker;  every  word  he 
said  meant  something.  Things  that  Mr.  Brand  told  I  re¬ 
member  to  this  day.  Mr.  Brand  at  one  C.C.C.  meeting 
read  a  numismatic  poem.  It  was  little  short  of  the  work 
of  a  genius.  It  was  so  good  I  asked  for  it  to  be  reread. 
This  pleased  Mr.  Brand.  This  was  the  last  coin  club 
meeting  Mr.  Brand  ever  attended  in  Chicago. 

A  short  time  after  this  Mr.  Brand,  Miss  Naerup,  and 
Ted  Leon  went  east  to  Henry  Chapman’s  [.Allison  W.] 
Jackman  coin  sale  [June  28-29,  1918].  They  came  home 
with  an  1804  dollar  and  the  finest  lot  of  numismatic 
books  I  ever  saw  in  one  group.  Mr.  Brand  told  Ted  Leon 
to  sell  me  those  that  I  wanted.  I  still  have  them. 

Thus  concludes  our  commentary  on  Ted  Leon.  In  a 
special  section  of  the  present  catalogue  you  will  become 
more  familiar  with  him  than  anyone  has  ever  been  in 
recent  numismatic  history.  In  the  present  era  there  is  a 
reawakening  of  interest  in  those  who  have  gone  before 
in  our  hobby.  The  light  illuminating  the  details  of  Ted 
Leon’s  numismatic  career  now  burns  brighter  than  ever 
before.  We  express  appreciation  to  the  executors  of  his 
son  Paul’s  estate  for  the  opportunity  to  offer  items  that, 
in  a  word,  ar e  fascinating. 
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Thursday  Evening,  March  5,  6:00  PM  Sharp 

Colonial  and  United  States  Coins:  Lots  1-675 


Colonial  Coins 

Our  offering  of  colonial,  state,  Washington,  and  related 
items  comprises  75  lots.  Included  are  many  “type”  and  basic 
issues  as  well  as  seldom  seen  die  varieties  and  high-grade 
pieces.  Certainly  the  several  1776  Continental  dollars  will 
attract  attention,  the  state  coinages  of  Massachusetts,  Con¬ 
necticut,  New  Jersey,  Vermont,  and  other  entities  have  an 
enduring  popularity,  and  the  pieces  of  Washington  will  com¬ 
mand  notice.  Relative  to  Washington  pieces,  as  a  peek  at  the 
future  we  mention  that  we  have  in  our  vaults  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  comprehensive  collection  of  Washington  tokens  and 
medals  ever  formed,  the  collection  gathered  over  a  long  period 
of  years  by  Dr.  Irving  N.  Schuster,  who  drew  upon  such  classic 
sources  as  the  cabinets  of  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  F.C.C.  Boyd,  and 
Wayte  Raymond.  Many  of  the  die  varieties,  especially  among 
mid  19th-century  issues,  had  never  been  described  in  detail  in 
print  in  any  single  reference  before.  A  major  effort  is  being 
conducted  to  present  a  suite  of  catalogues  that  will  stand  as  a 
memorable  offering  and  lasting  reference  to  this  series.  More 
announcements  will  be  made  toward  the  end  of  the  present 
year,  with  the  first  sale  scheduled  to  take  place  in  1999. 

1  1722  Rosa  Americana  penny.  UTILE  DULCI.  Crosby  IV,  5, 

Breen-115.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Rosette  after  date  only.  Deep  tan 
with  lighter  high  points  on  the  obverse;  brown  reverse. 

The  Rosa  Americana  coinage  issues,  bearing  inscriptions  relating  to  the 
British  colonies  in  America,  were  intended  to  circulate  here  in  quantity,  but 
we  believe  that  most  of  them  never  left  the  British  Isles.  The  intention  was 
for  William  Wood,  who  held  a  royal  patent,  to  make  pieces  of  halfpenny, 
penny,  and  twopence  denominations  to  serve  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
However,  these  denominations,  at  least  so  far  as  we  recognize  them  today, 
do  not  correspond  in  general  size  with  those  used  in  trade  at  the  time.  What 
is  called  a  Rosa  America  penny  is  the  general  size  of  a  halfpenny.  We  do 
note,  however,  that  nomenclature  has  not  been  consistent  over  the  years. 


2  1723  Rosa  Americana  twopence.  Crosby  IV,  10,  Breen-92. 

MS-61  BN  (PCGS).  Period  after  X,  not  after  3.  Sharply  struck 


and  nicely  centered.  Some  faint  red  patination  on  brown  sur¬ 
faces. 


1760  Voce  Populi  copper  halfpenny.  Breen-223,  Nelson-9, 
Zelinka-6C.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  for  the  issue,  well 
centered  as  well.  Chocolate  brown;  choice  for  the  grade. 

Thought  to  have  originated  on  the  premises  of  a  Mr.  Roche  (or  Roach)  of 
South  King  Street,  Dublin,  a  manufacturer  of  army  buttons  and  other  “hard 
wares.”  The  legend  HIBERNIA  on  the  reverse  suggests  an  intended  circula¬ 
tion  in  Ireland.  Our  own  feeling  is  that  Voce  Populi  issues  are  related  only 
to  the  British  Isles,  and  not  to  America  at  all,  but  they  have  been  “adopted” 
by  that  arbiter  of  numismatic  fashions,  tradition,  into  the  American  series, 
and  are  widely  collected  here.  In  fact,  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
devotes  the  best  part  of  a  page  to  them. 


1760  Voce  Populi.  P  before  face  variety.  Breen-232,  Zelinka- 
15N.  AU-50.  From  the  Norweb  Collection,  where  it  was  de¬ 
scribed  as:  “Dark  brown,  somewhat  glossy.  Struck  on  a  rolled 
flan.” 

Weight:  136.6  grains;  diameter:  28.0mm. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  Part  III,  November  1988, 
Lot  3420;  purchased  by  the  Norwebs  from  Robert  Vlack,  date  unre¬ 
corded. 


1766  Pitt  “halfpenny”  token.  Copper.  Breen-251,  Betts-519. 
VF-30  (PCI).  Red  Label  holder  designated  “corroded,”  though 
only  lightly  so.  Much  “silvering”  remains. 

Many  examples  of  this  scarce  and  popular  token  issue  were  “silvered,”  or 
lightly  silver  coated.  This  soon  wore  off,  and  fully  silvered  pieces  are  quite 
scarce  today. 

William  Pitt  was  considered  to  be  a  friend  to  America  and  sympathetic  to 
the  colonists’  cause.  He  is  remembered  for  his  activities  relating  to  the  hated 
Stamp  Act,  for  which  he  took  the  American  point  of  view.  Today  here  in 
Wolfeboro,  NH,  a  large  piece  of  land  in  a  local  lake  bears  the  name  Stamp 
Act  Island,  reflective  of  this  long-ago  piece  of  detested  legislation. 

1767-A  French  Colonies.  Copper  sou.  Breen-701.  VF-30 
(PCGS).  Popular  variety  with  RF  counterstamp  at  center.  Deep 
tan. 
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1776  Continental  “Dollar”  or  Unit 

Uncirculated 

Struck  in  Tin,  Newman-2C 


7  1776  Continental  “dollar.”  Tin.  Newman-2C,  Breen-1092, 

Crosby  VIII,  16.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Correct  CURRENCY  spell¬ 
ing.  Subdued  lustre  present  on  medium  silver  gray  surfaces. 
Free  of  surface  marks,  although  a  light  toning  spot  is  present 
at  the  date.  A  choice  and  pleasing  specimen. 

Historically  called  a  Continental  “dollar,”  though  its  intrinsic  value  never 
approached  that  monetary  value.  Likely  this  was  issued  as  a  fiat  coin  and 
traded  as  a  substitute  for  a  $  1  paper  note. 

The  Continental  dollars  of  1776  are  attributed  by  Eric  P.  Newman  as  hav¬ 
ing  been  designed  by  Elisha  Gallaudet,  a  well-known  engraver  situated  at 
Freehold,  New  Jersey. 


1776  Continental  “Dollar” 

Another  Nice  Piece 


9  1776  Continental  “dollar.”  Tin.  Newman-2C,  Breen-1092, 

Crosby  VIII,  16.  EF  or  finer  for  sharpness.  Steel  gray  surfaces. 
Sharp  and  attractive  with  much  original  lustre  remaining,  par¬ 
ticularly  on  the  reverse.  An  area  around  and  above  the  date 
has  been  brushed,  and  some  minor  damage  may  have  been 
smoothed  out  in  the  circle  immediately  above  the  date.  How¬ 
ever,  the  overall  aspect  of  the  coin  is  pleasing  as  in-person  in¬ 
spection  will  verify. 

Weight:  250.3  grains;  diameter:  40.0mm;  Die  alignment:  45°. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Sebring  and  Garbe  Collections,  March  1996, 
Lot  1057. 


1776  Continental  “Dollar” 

CURRENCY  Spelling 


8  1776  Continental  “dollar.”  Tin.  Newman-2C,  Breen-1092, 

Crosby  VIII,  16.  EF-45.  The  medium  gray  surfaces  are  devoid 
of  all  but  the  most  trivial  marks.  Ornamental  edge  style.  A 
solid  coin  for  the  grade.  Nearly  all  of  the  design  details  are 
crisp  and  sharp;  just  a  hint  of  weakness  is  seen  at  BUSINESS. 

Weight:  243.5  grains;  diameter:  39.9mm;  die  alignment:  30°. 


10  1783  Nova  Constellatio.  Pointed  Rays,  Large  U.S.  Crosby-IA, 
Breen-1106.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Die  break  in  rays  below  ATIO. 
Brown. 

11  1783  Nova  Constelatio.  Pointed  Rays,  Small  US.  Crosby-2B, 
Breen-1107.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  finer  but  surfaces  lightly 
granular.  Olive-brown. 

Weight:  107.2  grains;  diameter:  26.9mm. 


12  1783  Nova  Constelatio.  Blunt  Rays,  Small  U.S.  Crosby-3C, 

Breen-1109.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Incorrect  CONSTELATIO  spell¬ 
ing.  Glossy  brown.  Die  break  through  ER  of  LIBERT AS. 


13  1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder-4C.  MS-63  BN.  Nearly 

complete  sharpness  on  the  obverse,  a  little  less  so  at  the  re¬ 
verse  center.  Pleasing  brown  surfaces  with  olive  iridescence. 
Choice  for  the  grade. 

Weight:  75.5  grains;  diameter:  23.8mm. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  April  1 988.  Lot  1995. 
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14  1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder-4C.  AU-50  (PCGS).  The 

first  pre-federal  state  coinage  to  bear  the  word  CENT  (or  in 
this  case,  HALF  CENT)  as  part  of  the  denomination.  Some 
light  scratches  on  glossy  brown  surfaces. 

15  1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder-5A.  Rarity-4.  VF-20.  Me¬ 
dium  brown.  Late  reverse  die  state,  with  cud  at  rim  over  HUS. 
Cracks  as  mentioned  in  Taylor:2114.  Much  scarcer  than  the 
early  die  state. 

Weight:  68.1  grains;  diameter:  24.2mm. 

16  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  Horned  Eagle.  Ryder-2b-A.  VF-30.  A 
medium  brown  example  of  this  popular  variety  with  a  die 
break  from  the  eagle’s  head  to  the  H  above  it. 

Weight:  140.2  grains;  diameter:  29.2mm. 

17  1788  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder-IB.  EF-40.  Medium  tan 
with  nice  design  definition  for  the  grade. 

Weight:  76.8  grains;  diameter:  24.0mm. 

18  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  Period  after  S.  Ryder-1  D.  VT-20.  Me¬ 
dium  brown. 

Weight:  161.5  grains;  diameter:  29.1mm. 

19  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  Period  after  S.  Ryder-ID.  Net  VF-20; 
sharpness  of  EF-40,  cleaned  long  ago.  Some  faint  porosity 
present.  Naturally  retoning. 

Weight:  151.4  grains;  diameter:  28.9mm. 

20  1788  Massachusetts  cent  trio:  ☆  Ryder-1  D.  VF-30,  moderate  to 
heavy  fissures  on  each  side  (a  relatively  unusual  occurrence  in 
the  Massachusetts  copper  series,  although  endemic  to  native 
Vermont  coinage  of  1785-1786,  and  plentiful  on  various  Con¬ 
necticut  issues)  ☆  Ryder-3A.  VF-20.  Rarity-4.  Typical  periph¬ 
eral  weakness  for  the  variety.  A  natural  flan  flaw  is  seen  at  LTH 
on  the  obverse  ☆  Ryder-8C.  VF-30,  natural  fissures  and  an  old 
scratch  present  on  the  obverse.  All  are  brown  and  each  is 
pleasing  in  its  own  way.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

21  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  No  Period  after  S.  Ryder-6N.  VF-30. 
Medium  brown. 

Weight:  157.8  grains;  diameter:  28.9mm. 

22  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  No  Period  after  S.  Ryder-6N.  VF-20. 
Deep  tan. 

Weight:  164.8  grains;  diameter:  28.9mm. 

23  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  Period  after  S.  Ryder-1  IE.  VF-35. 
Deep  tan. 

Weight:  162.2  grains;  diameter:  29.1mm. 

24  1785  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  Miller  4.4-C. 
Rarity-3.  VG-10.  Medium  to  deep  tan.  Attribution  number 
painted  in  left  obverse  field,  following  the  style  practiced  by 
Thomas  Hall  and  other  aficionados  active  in  and  around  the 
turn  of  the  present  century.  A  tiny  reverse  edge  flaw  (as  made) 
represents  the  only  mark  of  any  consequence. 

Weight:  126.5  grains;  diameter:  28.0mm. 


25  Connecticut  copper  duo:  ☆  1785  Mailed  Bust  Right.  Miller  5- 
f.5.  Rarity-4.  F-15,  some  natural  flan  flaws,  cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 
1786  Mailed  Bust  Left.  Miller  5.8-H.2.  Rarity-5.  F-12,  natural 
edge  flaw  at  /:00.  Medium  brown.  Scarce.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

26  1786  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  Miller  5.4-0. 1. 
Vf-25.  Brown  with  slightly  lighter  high  points.  Attribution 
number  neatly  painted  in  white  in  left  obverse  field.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  coin  overall. 

Weight:  148.5  grains;  diameter:  28.1mm. 

27  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Right,  Horned  Bust. 
Miller  4-L.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  choice  example  of  this  popular  vari¬ 
ety,  so-named  due  to  a  wedge-shaped  die  break  on  the  obverse 
at  the  effigy’s  breast  plate.  Surfaces  and  technical  quality  con¬ 
gruent,  both  quite  nice  (this  variety  is  often  found  rough  and 
porous,  even  in  higher  grades).  Late  state  of  the  obverse,  break 
from  field  to  breast  now  a  large  wedge.  Chocolate  brown. 
Worth  a  premium  for  its  sharp,  nearly  problem-free  quality. 

The  die  break  on  the  obverse  of  Miller  4-L,  the  “Horned  Bust”  variety, 
starts  as  a  tiny  chip  in  the  field,  and  in  progressive  die  states,  the  chip  grows 
to  a  large  wedge  which  becomes  attached  to  the  effigy’s  chest.  This  variety  is 
occasionally  collected  by  die  states. 

28  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller  32.2-X.l. 

•  VF-20  (PCGS).  Deep  tan  with  lighter  high  points.  A  tiny,  natu¬ 
ral  flan  flaw  present  at  NNEC  on  the  obverse,  another  above 
the  date  on  the  reverse.  Still  nice  for  the  grade. 

We  note  with  pleasure  the  gready  expanding  interest  in  Connecticut  cop¬ 
per  coins  and  other  “colonial”  issues  that  has  taken  place  in  the  past  10  to  20 
years.  Time  was  in  the  1950s  that  only  a  handful  of  aficionados  were  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  copper  state  coinages  of  the  1785-1788  era  (Connecticut,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  New  Jersey,  Vermont,  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  New  York),  and  that 
most  dealers  did  not  attribute  them  by  die  varieties.  Of  course,  to  enthusi¬ 
asts  such  as  your  editor  this  provided  the  advantage  of  being  able  to 
cherrypick  rarities  for  “common”  prices.  However,  there  wasn't  a  great  deal 
of  camaraderie  as  enthusiasts  were  few  and  far  between. 

Those  people  who  had  an  interest  in  the  copper  state  coinages  in  the 
1950s  and  who  are  still  active  in  numismatics  today,  still  enjoy  the  field. 
Such  names  as  Eric  P.  Newman,  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  and  John  J.  Ford,  Jr., 
come  to  mind,  joined  a  few  years  later  by  Robert  Vlack  (who  bought  his  first 
“starter  collection”  of  Connecticut  coins  from  our  firm)  and,  quite  notably 
with  regard  to  Connecticut  copper  coins  and  related  die  linkages  and  me¬ 
trology,  James  Spilman. 

A  year  or  two  ago  The  Colonial  Newsletter  (founded  by  A1  Hoch  and  for 
many  years  developed  and  matured  under  the  wing  of  Jim  Spilman)  was 
transferred  to  the  American  Numismatic  Society  (155th  Street  and  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York  City).  In  its  new  home,  this  excellent  publication  has  already 
reached  a  wide  circle  of  readers.  Any  Bowers  and  Merena  catalogue  holders 
who  would  like  more  information  would  be  well  advised  to  write  to  the  Soci¬ 
ety  and  request  same,  using  us  as  a  reference. 

29  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller  32.4-Z.3. 
Rarity-6.  VG-10.  Deep  brown  fields  with  tan  high  points.  Minor 
edge  clip  at  12:00  (Taylor:2488  also  had  an  edge  clip).  Sharp¬ 
ness  of  F-12,  but  some  faint,  old  obverse  scratches  are  taken 
into  account. 

Weight:  1 18.5  grains;  diameter:  28.1mm. 

Beginning  about  the  Rarity-6  level,  the  availability  of  Connecticut  copper 
coins  seems  to  reach  a  par  with  the  number  of  collectors  enthusiastically  desir¬ 
ing  them,  and  prices  begin  to  escalate.  The  circle  of  friends  of  colonial  coins  is 
ever  widening,  due  to  the  excellent  efforts  of  the  American  Numismatic  Soci¬ 
ety  and  the  Colonial  Coin  Collectors  Club,  and  perhaps  some  future  com¬ 
mentary  will  reflect  that  die  Rarity-5  category'  is  the  jumping-off  point. 

30  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller  33.7-r.2. 
AU-55  (PCI).  “Flat  Strike”  on  holder.  The  only  appearance  of 
this  reverse  die  in  the  Connecticut  copper  series.  Early  die 
state,  no  “spidery"  die  breaks  in  the  legend  as  mentioned  in 
Taylor  and  elsewhere.  Olive-brown.  Lightly  struck  at  the  ob¬ 
verse  effigy’s  hair,  and  on  the  reverse  at  Liberty's  central  area; 
all  other  design  elements  as  sharp  as  might  be  expected. 

Die  alignment:  170°. 

The  B  of  LIB  on  the  reverse  of  this  variety  is  punched  ovet  a  cinquefoil 
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31  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller  33.9-S.2. 
VF-35  (PCGS).  Diagnostic  obverse  die  crack  from  rim  through 
C  of  AUC  I  ORl,  another  above  bust’s  head.  Slightly  off  center, 
affecting  the  tops  of  EC  and  the  effigy’s  shoulder  on  the  ob¬ 
verse,  and  the  top  of  Liberty’s  head  and  ET  on  the  reverse. 
Deep  tan,  lighter  high  points.  A  nice  example  overall. 

Die  alignment:  200°. 

32  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller  33.23-Z.4. 
Rarity-4.  VF-35  (PCGS).  A  scarce  variety.  Some  faint  obverse 
flan  fissures  present,  as  struck.  Medium  tan. 

33  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Miller  33.39-s.l. 
VF-20.  Brown  with  slightly  lighter  high  points.  Attribution 
number  neatly  painted  in  white  in  the  left  obverse  field.  Attrac¬ 
tive  for  the  grade. 

Weight:  133.4  grains;  diameter:  28.5mm. 

34  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left,  AUCIORI.  Miller 
38-1.2.  Rarity-4.  VF-30  (PCGS).  A  scarce  and  popular  variety, 
with  an  1  in  place  of  the  T  in  AUCTORI.  .All  peripheral  legends 
and  punctuation  clear.  Medium  tan,  devoid  of  all  but  the  most 
trivial  marks. 

One  of  only  three  appearances  of  Miller’s  reverse  1.2  in  the  Connecticut 
copper  series.  Both  other  varieties,  M  16.3-1.2  and  M  33.16-1.2,  are  quite 
rare,  being  Rarity-7  and  Rarity-6,  respectively. 

35  1788  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  Miller  2-D.  AU- 
55  (PCCI).  Sharpness,  lustre,  and  color  all  commensurate  with 
the  grade.  Some  natural  flan  roughness  present  on  the  ob¬ 
verse,  not  at  all  unusual  for  this  variety.  Glossy  brown  and 
sharp  where  design  details  are  present.  Late  die  state,  large 
wedge  die  break  at  obverse  effigy’s  shoulder,  vertical  die  break 
across  the  bust  to  rim.  Reverse  also  displays  some  light  cracks. 

Die  alignment:  150°. 

36  1788  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  Miller  2-D.  AU- 
50  (PCI).  Variety  number  painted  on  obverse,  a  popular  identi¬ 
fication  technique  from  the  turn  of  the  century  and  earlier. 
Some  natural  flan  roughness  present  on  both  sides,  typical  of 
the  variety.  Fairly  sharp  where  design  details  are  present.  Early 
to  middle  die  state,  die  cracked  at  shoulder  on  obverse,  no  cud 
yet.  Tan. 

Die  alignment:  170°. 


37  1787  Nova  Eborac  (New  York)  copper.  Reverse  figure  to  left. 

Crosby  VIII,  11,  Breen-986.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 
and  nicely  centered,  with  strong  date,  shield,  and  garment  de¬ 
tails  on  the  reverse.  Glossy  deep  tan  surfaces.  Choice  for  the 
grade. 

In  contrast  with  the  more  numerous  issues  of  Massachusetts,  Vermont, 
Connecticut,  and  New  Jersey,  relatively  little  is  known  about  the  1787  Nova 
Eborac  coinage.  It  is  presumed  that  these  have  some  sort  of  official  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  state  of  New  York,  and  Nova  Eborac  is,  indeed,  a  latinization  of 
the  state  name.  However,  no  authorized  legislation  has  ever  been  located 
concerning  these  pieces.  During  the  cradle  days  of  American  numismatics 
in  the  1850s,  much  interest  was  paid  to  the  various  state  coinages  as  well  as 
the  general  area  collectively  known  as  “colonial"  coins.  Historical  Magazine, 
whuh  contained  much  numismatic  information  in  the  years  before  the  first 
dedicated  numismatic  magazine  made  its  appearance,  has  numerous  com¬ 
ments  on  such  pieces,  and  the  early  auction  catalogues  of  Woodward, 
<  <<gan,  and  their  contemporaries  likewise  feature  these  issues.  Much  infor¬ 
mation  that  was  publisherl  in  the  1850s  is  highly  readable  and  still  useful  to¬ 


day,  including  quite  a  bit  of  data  in  the  very  important,  but  somewhat  over¬ 
looked,  American  Numismatical  Manual,  by  Dr.  Montroville  W.  Dickeson, 
1859.  Here  is  a  book,  in  our  opinion,  that  has  a  place  in  every  library,  and  if 
a  present  reader  of  the  catalogue  is  at  all  interested  in  early  American  coins, 
and  does  not  possess  a  copy  of  the  Dickeson  opus,  we  strongly  suggest  that 
you  run,  not  walk,  to  the  nearest  numismatic  bookseller  and  acquire  a  copy. 
Current  market  value  is  apt  to  be  about  $150  to  $300  depending  upon  con¬ 
dition  (a  somewhat  deteriorated  binding  seems  to  be  the  norm,  so  do  not 
expect  “MS-65”). 

38  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  14-J.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Rahway 
Mint.  Early  die  state,  no  crack  through  date.  Called  “Wide 
Shield”  on  holder.  Usual  central  weakness  for  the  variety.  Me¬ 
dium  tan,  a  few  light  marks  present. 

The  die  combination  on  this  example  is  identical  to  that  in  the  next  lot. 
The  designations  of  “wide  shield"  and  “narrow  shield"  for  these  two  coins 
do  not  reflect  the  other  gradations  of  shield  width  within  the  New  Jersey  se¬ 
ries. 

39  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  14-J.  F-15  (PCGS).  Rahway 
Mint.  Later  die  state,  crack  through  date.  Called  “Narrow 
Shield”  on  holder.  Usual  central  weakness  for  the  variety.  Ob¬ 
verse  choice  for  grade,  reverse  much  finer.  Medium  tan. 


40  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  “Goiter”  variety.  Maris  37-J.  Rarity- 
5.  VG-10  (PCI).  Rahway  Mint.  A  scarce  variety,  so  named  due 
to  a  die  cud  at  the  horse’s  throat.  Usually  encountered  in  low 
grades.  Holder  incorrectly  marked  1788.  Date  and  other  pe¬ 
ripheral  areas  weak.  Medium  tan. 

Die  alignment:  135°. 

The  Condition  Census  for  this  scarce  variety  is  just  VF,  VF,  VF,  Fine,  Fine, 
Fine. 

41  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  43-d.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Rahway 
Mint.  Called  “Plain  Shield”  on  holder,  though  a  fine  outline  is 
visible  around  most  of  the  shield.  However,  this  is  not  the 
“Outlined  shield”  variety  as  illustrated  in  the  Guide  Book.  Nice 
details  for  the  grade.  Deep  tan.  A  few  light  scratches  present 
on  the  obverse,  mainly  visible  under  low  magnification. 

Die  alignment:  160°. 


42  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  46-e.  VF-35.  Olive-brown  with 
lighter  high  points.  Double  struck,  with  the  peripheral  legends 
most  strongly  affected.  Early  die  state,  obverse  shows  shield 
clash  marks  faintly,  and  a  full  date  is  present. 

Weight:  133.0  grains;  diameter:  27.6mm. 

43  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  “Outlined  Shield  Maris  48-g.  VE-25 
(PCGS).  Cleaned  long  ago,  light  scratches  present  on  both 
sides.  Golden  tan  surfaces. 

Die  alignment:  160°. 

Obverse  attributed  to  James  Alice  at  Rahway,  reverse  to  Thomas  C.oadsb\ 
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1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Serpent  Head.  Maris  54-k.  Rarity-3. 
EF-45.  Attractive  mahogany  brown  with  very  minor  areas  of 
darker  patina.  Cleaned  and  recolored,  however,  with  very  de¬ 
sirable  results.  Weakly  struck  at  the  borders,  otherwise,  very 
well  defined.  A  few  very  minor  surface  imperfections  are 
noted,  including  two  small  rim  bruises  at  12:00  on  the  reverse. 
The  obverse  has  a  thin  die  crack  over  the  horse’s  head,  con¬ 
necting  A  and  C. 

The  distinctive  shape  of  the  horse’s  head  gives  rise  to  the  Serpent  Head 
name  for  this  variety,  which  may  have  been  struck  under  less  than  ideal  cir¬ 
cumstances.  In  his  masterful  19th-century  study  of  this  series,  Dr.  Edward 
Maris  noted  that  this  variety  is,  “Always  on  a  thin,  small  planchet  and  of  light 
weight  giving  ground  for  the  suspicion  that  it  is  one  of  those  that  was  coined 
without  authority.” 

Weight:  128.5  grains:  diameter:  28.1mm. 


1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Camel  Head.  Maris  56-n.  EF-45.  A 

medium  tan  specimen  of  a  popular  issue,  presumably  struck  at 
Machin’s  Mills  in  upstate  New  York.  Sharp  for  the  grade,  with 
very  few  marks  of  any  size  present.  Overstruck  on  a  1787  Con¬ 
necticut  copper,  with  much  of  the  host  coin’s  legends  visible 
on  the  obverse,  and  the  date  of  the  Connecticut  present  on  the 
reverse  at  UNUM. 

Weight:  127.2  grains;  diameter:  28.9mm. 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Camel  Head.  Maris  56-n.  EF-40  (PCI). 
Red  label  states  “Edge  Damage.”  This  variety  is  thought  to  be 
struck  at  Machin’s  Mills  in  Newburgh,  New  York.  Overstruck 
on  a  Draped  Bust  Left  Connecticut  copper  of  1787,  possibly 
Miller’s  obverse  33,  with  enough  undertype  present  that  the 
diligent  specialist  may  be  able  to  varietize  it.  Obverse  legend  as 
NOVA  CAESAREA  AUCTORI,  a  mix  of  both  types.  Brown, 
slight  porosity  in  a  few  areas,  obverse  edge  ding  at  3:00. 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  63-q.  F-12.  Morristown  Mint. 
Brown.  One  of  the  “Narrow  Shield,  Wide  Planchet”  group. 
Lightly  bent  with  a  tiny  notch,  possibly  as  struck,  from  the  rim 
beneath  the  date. 

Weight:  131.0  grains;  diameter:  30.8mm. 

Vermont  “Landscape”  copper  trio,  all  of  the 
VERMONTENSIUM  type:  ☆  1786  Ryder-6,  Bressett-4D  (2). 
VF-25,  cleaned;  and  F-12.  The  “Floating  Tree”  variety  ☆  1786 
Ryder-8,  Bressett-6E.  Rarity-4.  F-12,  typical  porous  flan  for  the 
variety.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

These  are  all  “native”  Vermont  pieces,  being  struck  by  water  and  horse¬ 
power,  near  Pawlet,  Vermont,  in  the  rustic  mint  set  up  by  Reuben 
Harmon,  Jr. 

1788  Vermont  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  Ryder-16,  Bressett- 
15S.  G-6  (PCGS).  Some  reverse  weakness,  as  usual  for  the  vari¬ 
ety.  Nicer  than  typically  seen  for  the  grade.  Medium  tan;  a  few 
faint  marks  present. 
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1794  Talbot  Allum  8c  Lee  cent.  With  NEW  YORK.  Crosby  IX, 
19,  Breen-1029,  Fuld-2.  AU-50.  Glossy  brown.  Blundered  edge 
reads:  PAYABLE  AT  THETORE  OF.  Scarce. 

Weight:  151.9  grains;  diameter:  29.1mm. 

1783  Washington  8c  Independence.  Large  Military  Bust. 
Baker-4,  Breen-1203.  EF-40.  Attractive  medium  brown  with  a 
few  trivial  surface  abrasions.  The  only  defect  worth  noting  is  a 
vertical  scratch  in  the  center  of  the  reverse. 

1783  Washington  8c  Independence.  Draped  Bust,  No  Button. 
Baker-2,  Breen-1189.  VF-30.  Medium  brown.  Some  faint  po¬ 
rosity  and  a  few  stray  marks  are  evident. 

Weight:  1 1 1.6  grains;  diameter:  28.4mm. 

1783  Washington  8c  Independence.  UNITY  STATES  cent. 
Baker-1,  Breen-1188.  AU-50.  The  lustrous,  glossy  tan  surfaces 
are  nearly  free  of  the  flan  striations  that  are  typically  found  on 
specimens  of  this  popular  type.  Choice.  Desirable  as  a  Guide 
Book  plate  coin. 

Weight:  116.4  grains;  diameter:  28.2mm. 

1783  Washington  8c  Independence.  UNITY  STATES  cent. 
Baker-1,  Breen-1188.  VF-20.  Strong  at  the  centers,  some  weak¬ 
ness  in  the  peripheral  legends,  not  unusual  for  this  popular 
type.  Medium  tan.  Free  of  the  planchet  striations  typically  en¬ 
countered  on  UNITY  STATES  cents. 

Weight:  119.4  grains;  diameter:  28.1mm. 

Although  this  issue  is  dated  1783,  the  reverse  is  a  loose  copy  of  a  federal 
cent  circa  1803,  probably  with  the  UNITY  spelling  done  to  evade  counter¬ 
feiting  laws. 

Undated  Washington  Double  Head  cent.  Baker-6,  Breen- 
1204.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  few  insignificant  marks  present  on 
deep  tan  surfaces,  and  a  hint  of  red  in  the  protected  areas  of 
the  design. 


1791  Washington  President.  Large  Eagle  cent.  Lettered 
edge.  Baker-15,  Breen-1206,  D&H-1049,  Middlesex.  AU-50, 

lightly  cleaned  long  ago.  Sharp  and  presentable  despite  a  faint, 
old  cleaning.  Attractively  and  naturally  retoned  to  a  deep  me¬ 
dium  brown.  No  marks  of  any  consequence  present. 

Weight:  186.1  grains;  diameter:  30.2mm. 


1791  Washington  President.  Small  Eagle  cent.  Lettered  edge. 
Baker-16,  Breen-1217,  D&H-1050,  Middlesex.  AU-50,  lightly 
cleaned  long  ago.  Some  light  hairlines  present  from  an  old,  light 
brushing.  Deep  brown.  Strong  design  details.  No  major  marks. 
Weight:  195.0  grains;  diameter:  30.1mm. 
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1793/2  Washington  President.  Ship  halfpenny.  Lettered 
edge.  Baker-18,  Breen-1225.  MS-60  BN  (PCGS).  From  the 
usually  seen  later  state  of  the  reverse  die,  clashed  and  swollen. 
Glossy  brown  surfaces. 


59  1793/2  Washington  President.  Ship  halfpenny.  Lettered  edge. 
Baker-18,  Breen-1225.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Reverse  with  clash  marks 
and  swelling,  as  almost  always  seen  for  this  issue.  A  hint  of 
patination  and  faint  porosity  on  reddish  brown  surfaces. 

60  1793/2  Washington  President.  Ship  halfpenny.  Lettered  edge. 
Baker-i8,  Breen-1225.  EF-40.  Usual  reverse  state,  swelling  and 
clash  marks  present.  Deep  chocolate  brown. 


61  1793  Washington  President.  Ship  halfpenny.  Lettered  edge. 

Baker-18,  Breen-1225.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  with  a  few 
splashes  of  light  tan.  Minor  surface  marks  are  noted,  these  be¬ 
ing  consistent  with  the  grade  and  age  of  this  coin.  Typical  late 
die  state  with  extensive  bulges  on  the  reverse. 


62  Undated  (1795)  Washington.  Liberty  and  Security  penny. 
ASYLUM  edge.  Baker-30,  Breen- 1254,  D&H-243,  Middlesex. 
AU-50  (PCGS).  Some  scattered  marks  present  on  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  One  of  several  British  tokens  that  have  become  accepted 
by  American  collectors  due  to  their  subject  matter. 

63  Undated  (1795)  Washington.  Liberty  and  Security  penny. 
ASYLUM  edge.  Baker-30,  Breen-1254,  DH-243,  Middlesex. 
EF-45.  A  nicely  centered  deep  tan  specimen,  free  of  all  but  the 
most  trivial  of  marks.  A  nice  coin  for  the  grade. 

Weight:  305.8  grains;  diameter:  33.8mm. 


64  1795  Washington.  Liberty  and  Security  halfpenny.  Birming¬ 
ham  edge.  Baker-31,  Breen-1261,  D&H-1052,  Middlesex.  AU- 

53  (PCGS).  Edge  style  as  BIRMINGHAM  REDRUTH  AND 
SWANSEA,  and  scarcer  than  the  LONDON  edge  style.  Glossy 
brown.  A  touch  of  striking  weakness  on  both  sides,  not  uncom¬ 
mon  for  the  issue. 

65  1795  Washington.  Liberty  and  Security  halfpenny.  Birming¬ 
ham  edge.  Baker-31,  Breen-1261,  D&H-1052,  Middlesex.  VF- 
35  I  PC  <  »S).  C  )|ive  brown  Some  central  weakness  on  both  sides. 


66  Undated  Washington  Success  token.  Small  diameter.  Reeded 
edge.  Brass.  Baker-267,  Breen-1289.  VF-20  (PCI).  Red  label 
holder  marked  “Surface  Damage.”  Natural  flan  splits  at  3:00, 
8:00,  and  11:00  on  the  obverse.  Nearly  full  silvering  on  both 
sides.  Some  faint  granularity  on  the  obverse. 

Said  by  some  to  have  been  issued  in  connection  with  George 
Washington’s  second  inauguration. 

67  Undated  Georgeivs  Washington.  North  Wales  halfpenny.  Cop¬ 
per.  Baker-34,  Breen-1294.  VF-20  (PCGS).  This  issue  was  pur¬ 
posefully  struck  from  shallow,  dented  dies  to  simulate  exten¬ 
sive  wear.  Obverse  die  break  in  field  before  Washington’s  por¬ 
trait.  A  few  scattered  marks  present,  but  still  choice  for  the 
grade  and  design  type. 

We  would  find  it  amusing  and  possibly  edifying  to  take  this  coin,  remove 
it  from  its  holder,  and  pass  it  among  a  group  of  numismatists  who  earn  their 
money  by  grading  coins. 

68  Undated  Georgeivs  Washington.  North  W  ales  halfpenny.  Cop¬ 
per.  Baker-34,  Breen-1294.  F-12  (PCGS).  Early  die  state,  no 
break  in  field.  Dark  brown.  Nice  for  the  grade. 


69  1787  Fugio  cent.  Pointed  Rays.  Kessler  Newman-8X.  AU-55. 

Brown.  Some  tiny  patina  spots  are  seen  on  the  obverse,  and  a 
natural  flan  flaw  is  seen  in  the  bottom  ring  on  the  reverse. 
From  an  advanced  state  of  the  obverse  die  (see  note  below). 
Weight:  166.2  grains;  diameter:  40.0mm. 

In  this  late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  a  crack  runs  diagonally  from  the  rim  at 
11:00,  across  the  sundial,  and  from  there  to  the  rim  below  the  E  of  BUSI¬ 
NESS.  The  die  is  collapsing  heavily  in  this  lower  area,  and  a  triangular  cud  is 
developing.  The  Y  of  YOUR  is  obliterated,  and  the  cud  joins  firmly  to  the 
backs  of  the  O  in  that  word  and  the  E  of  BUSINESS;  the  IN  of  that  word  are 
also  lost  to  the  cud.  This  advanced  state  is  seldom  encountered  in  any  grade. 


1787  Fugio  Cent  Rarity 

KN-9S,  Low  Rarity-7 


70  1787  Fugio  cent.  Pointed  Rays,  STATES  UNITED.  KN-9S. 
Rarity-7-.  VG-8.  Sharpness  in  some  areas  finer  than  the  as¬ 
signed  grade.  A  pleasing  specimen;  deep  tan  and  free  of  any 
serious  marks.  A  previously  unknown  example  of  a  rare  vari¬ 
ety,  a  piece  that  has  been  sequestered  for  many  years  in  a  pri¬ 
vate  collection.  A  find  for  the  specialist. 

Weight:  139.0  grains;  diameter:  28.2mm. 

Choice  Uncirculated  1787  Fugio  Cent 

71  1787  Fugio  cent.  Pointed  Rays.  KN-11B.  Rarity-4.  MS-63  BN 
(PCI).  Struck  from  the  heavily  clashed  state  of  the  dies.  Glossy, 
chocolate  brown  surfaces.  A  beauty,  no  doubt  from  the  storied 
Bank  of  New  York  hoard. 

This  lovely  Fugio  cent  is  not  photographed  due  to  a  crack  in  the  Pt’l 
holder  which  runs  across  die  obverse  of  the  coin. 
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72  1787  Fugio  cent.  Pointed  Rays,  STATES  UNITED.  KN-12X. 
Rarity-3.  MS-62  BN  (PCI).  Some  light  marks  present  on  glossy 
brown  surfaces.  A  toning  spot  is  noted  at  the  obverse  center. 

73  1787  Fugio  cent.  Pointed  Rays,  STATES  UNITED.  KN-16N. 
Rarity-5-.  AG-3  (ANACS).  A  scarce  variety.  Well  worn  on  the 
obverse,  less  so  on  the  reverse.  Dark  brown. 

74  1787  Fugio  cent.  Pointed  Rays.  KN-18U.  Rarity-4.  F-15.  A  mod¬ 
erately  scarce  variety.  Struck  from  clashed  dies.  Medium  tan. 
No  real  problems,  just  wear.  Nice  for  the  grade. 

Weight:  156.9  grains;  diameter:  28.1mm. 

75  Pair  of  popular  fantasy  pieces  with  ties  to  the  American  colo¬ 
nial  and  federal  eras,  both  certified  by  PCI:  ☆  “1733”  Rosa 
Americana  threepence  pattern.  Silver.  Alfred  S.  Robinson 
(Hartford,  CT)  copy,  circa  1860.  MS-64,  prooflike  ☆  “1792” 
Washington  President  “half  dollar”  type.  Getz  restrike.  Robert 
Lovett,  Jr.  copy  made  for  Philadelphia  coin  dealer  William 
Idler  in  the  late  1850s.  Silver.  “COPY”  on  reverse.  AU-50.  (To¬ 
tal:  2  pieces) 


HALF  CENTS 

Our  selection  of  half  cents  is  compact  yet  laden  with  several 
notable  pieces,  the  most  important  of  which  is  Lot  78,  an  often 
lalked  about,  much  discussed,  but  seldom  seen  1796  “Edwards 
Half  Cent.” 


76 


77 


1795  No  Pole.  Plain  edge.  Breen-6a,  Cohen-6a.  Rarity-3.  F-12. 
Attractive  medium  brown  surfaces  free  of  all  but  the  most 
trivial  of  marks. 


1795  No  Pole.  B-6c,  C-6a.  F-15.  Olive-brown  with  minute 
granularity.  Struck  on  a  Talbot  Allum  &  Lee  undertype.  NEW 
YORK  is  visible  near  LIBERTY,  and  more  of  the  undertype’s 
details  can  be  seen  in  other  peripheral  areas  on  the  obverse. 

Thousands  of  redeemed  as  well  as  undistributed  Talbot,  Allum  8c  Lee  cop¬ 
per  “cents”  dated  primarily  1795  were  purchased  by  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
in  an  era  in  which  copper  supplies  were  uncertain.  Planchets  for  half  cents 
were  punched  from  the  centers  of  these  tokens.  Overstruck  with  half  cent 
dies,  the  coins  sometimes  show  traces  of  the  token  undertype— as  on  the  ex¬ 
ample  offered  here.  Such  variations  occur  for  certain  half  cent  varieties 
dated  1795  as  well  as  1797  (but  no  1796-dated  half  cents  have  been  seen 
with  this  feature). 

From  our  sale  of  the  Burke  and  Clemente  Collections,  May  1994, 
Lot  21. 


Spectacular  1796  “Edwards  Half  Cent” 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


78  1796  Edwards  Copy.  Rarity-7.  MS-65  BN.  A  superb,  fully 

struck  example  with  lovely  chocolate  brown  surfaces  display¬ 
ing  faint  lustre.  Traces  of  lighter  tan  areas  display  very  faint 
traces  of  original  red.  A  small  spot  over  the  digit  9  will  serve  to 
identify  this  specimen  in  the  future.  The  edge  of  this  piece  is  a 
bright  coppery  pink  with  numerous  filemarks  in  various  direc¬ 
tions. 

Several  elements  of  a  first-class  mystery  surround  the  Edwards  copy  of  the 
1796  half  cent  and  certain  other  pieces  attributed  to  the  same  person.  In  his 
1876  study  of  past  numismatic  literature,  Numisgraphics,  Emmanuel  J. 
Attinelli  commented:  “Dr.  Francis  S[mith]  Edwards,  whose  decease  brought 
his  large  and  valuable  collection  under  the  hammer,  was  an  Englishman  by 
birth,  by  profession  a  physician.  To  him  was  attributed  the  appearance  of 
several  counterfeit  pieces  of  rare  American  coins  and  medals,  which, 
though  extremely  well  executed,  were  quickly  detected.”  On  October  16, 
20,  1865,  a  catalogue  prepared  by  Edward  D.  Cogan  was  described  as  con¬ 
taining  “A  Very  Extensive  and  Valuable  Collecuon  of  American  and  Foreign 
Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins  and  Medals,  also  Colonial,  Pattern,  Wash¬ 
ington,  Presidential  and  Political  Pieces.”  The  items  were  further  identified 
as  “The  Property  of  the  Late  Dr.  F.S.  Edwards  of  New  York.” 

In  our  auction  of  the  Armand  Champa  Library,  Part  III,  Lot  211,  cata¬ 
loguer  Charles  Davis  commented:  “We  know  very'  little  of  Dr.  Frank  Smidi 
Edwards,  whose  name  is  associated  with  copies  of  the  1796  half  cent,  1785 
Immune  Columbia,  and  1737  Higley  copper.  The  present  sale  catalogue, 
the  contents  of  which  established  the  owner  as  a  serious  collector,  however, 
makes  no  reference  to  Edwards’  fabrications.  The  first  hint  comes  from 
W.E.  Woodward’s  April  1866  sale,  where  he  describes  a  half  cent  as  ‘One  of 
the  Edwards  counterfeits.  The  dies  were  destroyed  since  the  death  of  Dr. 
Edwards,  together  with  all  the  pieces  struck  from  them,  with  the  exception 
of  12  purchased  from  him.  This  statement  being  that  they  were  bought  in 
London.  Now  it  appears  that  the  dies  were  made  in  New'  York.’  From 
Edwards’  apparent  failure  to  associate  his  name  with  their  manufacture,  we 
may  infer  that  they  were  struck  to  deceive.” 

The  Woodward  catalogue  in  question  is  quite  enlightening,  and  under 
Lot  2146  a  Washington  funeral  medal  with  the  inscription  HE  IS  IN 
GLORY,  THE  WORLD  IN  TEARS,  a  “splendid,  nearly  Proof  impression  in 
gold,”  bears  this  accompanying  notation:  “Several  of  these  pieces  have,  from 
time  to  time,  been  sold  as  genuine,  but  it  is  now  knowm  that  they  are  coun¬ 
terfeits,  the  dies  haring  been  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Dr.  Edwards;  they 
are  now  destroyed,  together  with  all  ihe  pieces  struck  from  them,  excepting 
the  few'  mentioned  as  having  been  sold  to  collectors;  the  medals  are  in  con¬ 
sequence  much  rarer  than  the  originals;  this  one  was  purchased  from  Dr.  E. 
as  genuine,  with  a  voluntary'  offer  on  his  part  to  verify  a  genuineness  under 
oath.  .  ." 

Another  possibility— another  element  of  the  mystery— is  that  these  pieces 
may  have  been  struck  in  Birmingham,  England,  and  imported  by  Dr. 
Edw'ards.  Little  is  know'n  concerning  this  avenue,  and  investigation  is  pro¬ 
ceeding. 

Returning  to  the  half  cent  that  is  the  subject  of  the  present  lot,  we  note 
that  this  and  other  Edwards  copies  of  this  famous  rarity  are  rather  crude, 
die-struck  forgeries  which  imitate  the  design  in  use  late  in  the  18th  century. 
Careful  examination  shows  extensive  die  polishing  lines  and  other  die  de 


3’ 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Boys  Town  and  Mamiye  Collections 


tects.  It  is  unknown  how  many  examples  survive  from  the  12  known  to 
\V  oodward.  Walter  Breen  in  his  half  cent  Encyclopedia  provided  auction 
records,  mostly  after  1945,  which  outlined  10  examples,  probably  with  some 
duplication.  Further  evidence  as  to  the  number  extant  is  contained  in  an 
article  by  half  cent  collector  R.  Tettenhorst,  which  appeared  in  the  1988  vol¬ 
ume  of  Penny  Wise.  Mr.  Tettenhorst  identified  five  specific  examples  along 
with  one  electrotype.  It  is  likely  that  he  was  not  aware  of  the  current  speci¬ 
men  which  would  be  No.  6.  Most  likely,  the  number  of  known  specimens 
ranges  between  eight  and  12  pieces. 

The  present  specimen,  off  the  market  for  several  generations,  now  comes 
forth  to  delight  holders  of  the  present  catalogue  and  intending  bidders.  It 
may  be  years  before  another  is  available. 

Weight:  89.3  grains;  diameter:  24.4mm;  specific  gravity:  9.02. 

From  the  estate  of  T.E.  Leon.  No  earlier  pedigree  is  available. 


79  1803  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  brown. 

Desirable  1804  Spiked  Chin 

Breen-5,  Cohen-7  Rarity 
Among  the  Finest  Known 


80  1804  Spiked  Chin.  B-5,  C-7.  Rarity-4+.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Attrac¬ 
tively  blended  light  and  dark  brown  surfaces  with  only  minor 
abrasions.  Relatively  strong  strike  and  nicely  centered,  al¬ 
though  the  borders  are  weak  in  areas.  Overall  a  very  pleasing 
high-grade  example  of  this  rare  variety,  possibly  a  candidate 
for  Condition  Census  honors  and  certainly  among  the  top  10 
known.  In  fact,  the  sharpness  is  nearly  equal  to  the  Breen  plate 
coin  for  this  variety. 

Intermediate  die  state  equivalent  to  Breen’s  State  IV. 

81  Attractive  group  of  quality  half  cents:  ☆  1806  Large  6,  Stems. 
B-4,  C-4.  EF-40.  Tan  ☆  1809  B-6,  C-6.  EF-40.  Brown  ☆  1825  B- 
2,  C-2.  EF-45.  Tan  ☆  1828  13  Stars.  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40.  Tan.  A  nice 
group.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

82  1826  6  over  Horizontal  6.  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40.  Chestnut  brown. 
Popular  variety  with  6  in  date  over  an  erroneously  punched 
horizontal  6.  Traces  of  lacquer  present  on  the  obverse,  prob¬ 
ably  easily  removed.  Some  light  patina  on  the  reverse  at  the 
first  A  in  AMERICA. 

83  Quality  half  cent  trio:  ☆  1828  13  Stars.  B-2,  C-3.  MS-60.  Tan  ☆ 
1832  B-2,  C-2.  AU-50.  Tan  ☆  1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-60.  Tan.  All  are 
lustrous  and  choice  for  the  grade.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

84  Selection  of  desirable  Classic  Head  issues:  ☆  1829  B-l,  C-l. 
AU-50  ☆  1832  B-l,  C-L  AU-50  ☆  1832  B-2,  C-2.  AU-50  ☆  1833 
B-L  C-l.  AU-50  ☆  1834  B-l,  C-l  (3).  MS-60,  AU-58,  and  AT  50 
☆  1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  ☆  1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-63  BN.  (Total: 
9  pieces) 


85  Classic  Head  and  Braided  Hair  half  cent  quartette:  ☆  1832  B- 
3,  C-3.  AU-50.  Brown  ☆  1834  B-l,  C-1.  MS-60.  Deep  tan  ☆ 
1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62.  Brown  ☆  1857  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50.  Deep 
tan.  Final  year  of  the  denomination.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

86  1834  B-l,  C-1.  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown  with  traces  of  red  on 
each  side. 

87  1835  B-l,  C-1.  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown  with  a  hint  of  red. 

88  1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  deep  brown  with  plenty  of 
red  on  both  sides. 

89  1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-63  BN.  Lovely  lustrous  brown  surfaces  dis¬ 
play  a  hint  of  red. 

90  1849  Large  Date.  B-4,  C-1.  MS-60.  Glossy  deep  tan.  A  nicely 
preserved  specimen  of  a  scarce  low-mintage  date;  39,864 
pieces  were  coined.  This  represents  the  only  circulating  half 
cent  issue  dated  in  the  1840s;  others  struck  1840-1848,  plus  the 
1849  Small  Date,  were  produced  only  in  Proof  format  for  pre¬ 
sentation  and,  mostly,  sale  to  numismatists. 

The  formation  of  a  collection  within  a  collection,  a  set  of  circulation 
strikes  of  Braided  Hair  half  cents,  is  an  affordable  and  rewarding  challenge. 
There  are  no  great  rarities,  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  market  values  are  very 
reasonable.  Needed  to  complete  such  a  set  are  the  following:  1849  Large 
Date,  1850,  1851,  1853,  1854,  1855,  1856,  and  1857. 

91  Half  dozen  Braided  Hair  issues,  each  attributed  as  B-l,  C-l 
unless  noted:  ☆  1849  B-4,  C-1.  AU-50  ☆  1853  AU-58  ☆  1854 
(2).  MS-60,  cleaned  and  AU-50  ☆  1855  AU-55  (2).  (Total:  6 
pieces) 

92  1850  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN.  Glossy  medium  brown  with  a  hint  of 
red  in  the  protected  areas  of  the  design.  A  low-mintage  date; 
39,812  pieces  were  struck  for  general  circulation. 


93  1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  satiny  example 

of  the  only  variety  for  the  date.  A  number  of  bright  red  half 
cents  of  this  date  surfaced  in  a  hoard  (described  in  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers’  book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards).  Such  pieces 
were  once  plentiful  on  the  market,  but  today  they  are  encoun¬ 
tered  only  one  at  a  time.  The  present  piece  is  ideal  for  the  date 
collector  or  for  an  illustration  of  the  general  design  type. 
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Large  Cents 

If  there  is  a  phrase  that  is  applicable  to  the  following  offering 
of  large  cents,  it  is  “new  to  the  present  market.”  Nearly  all  of 
these  have  been  hidden  away  for  a  generation  or  more  and  have 
not  seen  the  light  of  numismatic  day  since  the  1940s  or  1950s. 
The  lead  consignor  is  one  of  the  best-known  names  in  all  of 
numismatics,  a  gentleman  of  excellent  reputation,  long  stand¬ 
ing  in  the  hobby,  and  of  wide  renown.  It  is  his  wish  that  the 
bidders  in  this  sale  have  as  much  enjoyment  with  their  pur¬ 
chases  as  he  had  with  owning  them  for  so  many  years. 

Most  probably  for  any  large  presentation  of  early  copper 
cents,  the  specialist’s  eye  is  drawn  first  to  the  issues  of  1793,  not 
only  for  their  position  as  being  the  first  date,  but  for  the  rarity 
and  classic  appeal  of  each  piece.  The  present  offering  is 
expecially  rich  and  includes  18— count  them— 18  specimens 
from  which  to  choose.  Particularly  notable  is  a  1793  S-6,  an 
authentic  specimen  produced  with  a  plain  edge  at  the  Mint,  the 
first  we  can  recall  having  seen.  Cataloguer  Mark  Borckardt, 
who  described  it,  was  as  excited  as  anyone  could  be.  By  the  way, 
Mark’s  editing  and  update  of  Walter  Breen’s  manuscript  on 
1793-1814  cents  is  essentially  complete  and  is  scheduled  for 
aublication  this  year.  It  is  a  long-awaited  volume  which,  upon 
.ssuance,  should  meet  with  a  warm  reception,  containing  as  it 
does  much  information  not  available  in  any  other  single 
source. 

The  one-cent  pieces  of  1 794  form  another  area  of  command- 
ng  interest  and  importance,  what  with  the  curious  names  Dr. 
Edward  Maris  assigned  to  certain  varieties  over  a  century  ago. 
In  no  other  single  year  are  the  dies  so  idiosyncratic  and  diverse, 
several  cents  of  the  rare  1799  date  highlight  the  pages  to  follow, 
is  do  several  original  examples  of  the  elusive  1804  (plus  an 
4804  “restrike”),  and  other  pieces.  The  collector  of  United 
i  states  coins  by  design  type  will  certainly  want  to  focus  upon 
certain  of  the  Classic  Head  cents  offered  in  such  seldom-seen 
grades  as  AU  and  Mint  State. 

Among  later  cents,  1816-1857,  the  selection  includes  a  spec- 
.  acular  Mint  State  1821,  a  truly  memorable  1824/2,  a  Condi- 
ion  Census  1827  N-8,  a  splendid  Proof  1843  N-14,  and  many 
sther  pieces. 


94 


1793  Chain.  AMERICA.  Sheldon-3.  Rarity-3-.  AG-3  (PCGS).  A 

few  tiny  marks  present  on  olive-brown  surfaces.  From  the  first 
year  of  U.S.  Mint  operations,  and  our  nation’s  second  cent  de¬ 
sign  type  (the  Chain  AMERI.  variety  is  believed  to  have  been 
first).  An  important  and  popular  issue  in  all  grades.  Well  worn, 
but  all  legends  and  date  readable. 


Desirable  1793  Chain  AMERICA  Cent 


Periods  Variety 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

95  1793  Chain.  AMERICA,  Periods.  S-4.  Rarity-3+.  F-15.  Aes¬ 

thetically  pleasing  light  tan  surfaces.  Sharp  and  attractive  for 
the  grade.  All  the  peripheral  design  elements  are  strong  save 
for  a  touch  of  weakness  at  the  3  in  the  date  (the  period  is 
weak).  Die  cracks  on  the  obverse  to  the  left  of  the  date,  and 
through  IBERTY  as  well.  Some  light  planchet  roughness, 
probably  as  struck,  can  be  seen  in  a  few  tiny  areas. 

The  obverse  die  of  Sheldon-4  has  periods  after  LIBERTY  and  the  date. 


Popular  1793  Chain  AMERICA  Cent 


96  1793  Chain.  AMERICA,  Periods.  S-4.  Rarity-3+.  F-15.  Envi¬ 
ronmental  Damage  red  label  (PCI).  Pleasing  brown  with  faint 
uniform  porosity  on  both  sides  and  some  red  patina  on  the 
reverse. 

97  1793  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  edge.  S-5.  Rarity-4.  G-4.  Deep 
brown  with  lighter  high  points.  Sheldon’s  Large  Date  variety. 
A  pleasing  example  of  the  grade  and  design  type. 
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Spectacular  1793  S-6  Wreath  1C 

Double  Struck  with  Plain  Edge 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

98  1793  Wreath.  Without  Vine  and  Bars  edge.  S-6.  EF-40.  An 

amazing  coin  in  several  regards.  First,  the  surfaces  are  pristine 
with  only  a  couple  very  minor  scratches.  There  is  no  evidence 
of  porosity,  rim  bruises  or  other  imperfections.  The  surfaces 
have  a  pleasing  “autumn  leaves”  appearance  with  golden  tan, 
light  brown,  and  dark  brown  blended  together  in  a  mottled 
fashion.  The  second  important  attribute  is  the  edge,  which  is 
plain!  There  is  no  trace  of  the  planchet  having  been  subjected 
to  the  Castaing  machine  for  the  edge  device.  Diameter  and 
weight  are  within  standard  for  the  issue  and  there  is  no  evi¬ 
dence  of  tampering  of  any  sort.  Certainly,  not  more  than  10 
similar  examples  exist  among  the  cents  of  1793.  This  plain 
edge  alone  would  provide  highlight  status  in  any  sale,  yet  there 
is  more.  This  coin  was  also  double  struck,  evidence  of  which  is 
clearly  seen  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  We  are  not  aware  of 
any  other  double  struck  1793  cents,  of  any  type,  currently  in 
existence. 

From  the  1961  ANA  sale,  Lot  1400. 


Delightful  1793  Wreath  Cent 

Vine  And  Bars  Edge  Style 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

99  1793  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  edge.  S-6.  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  Sharp 

and  attractive  with  glossy  brown  and  olive  surfaces.  The  Sprung 
Die  variety,  so  named  due  to  a  raised  ridge  in  the  obverse  field 
behind  Liberty’s  head,  which  serves  as  an  unmistakable  diag¬ 
nostic  for  the  variety.  Slightly  off  center  on  the  obverse,  affect¬ 
ing  the  beads  at  2:00  to  4:00,  reverse  centered  perfectly. 
Choice  for  the  grade. 


100  1793  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  edge.  S-6.  Rarity-3.  Net  VG-8; 
sharpness  of  EF-40  but  heavily  porous.  Probably  cleaned  long 
ago,  however,  now  with  deep  brown  surfaces. 

101  1793  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  edge.  S-6.  Rarity-3.  AG-3.  Discern¬ 
ible  by  type  and  variety,  date  very  faint.  Cleaned  long  ago, 
some  natural  planchet  rifts  also  present. 
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Lovely  1793  Wreath  Cent 

Vine  And  Bars  Edge 


102  1793  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  edge.  S-9.  EF-45  BN  (NGC). 

Horizontal  Stem  variety,  with  obverse  leaf  stem  following  the 
curve  of  the  top  of  date.  This  is  the  most  common  of  three  va¬ 
rieties  to  share  this  obverse  die.  Smooth  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  traces  of  lighter  tan  among  the  devices,  free  of  all 
but  the  most  trivial  marks.  Well  centered,  with  full  border 
beads  around  both  the  obverse  and  reverse.  Perfect  dies  with¬ 
out  clash  marks  or  cracks.  This  pleasing  coin  affords  the  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  large  cent  specialist  to  acquire  a  particularly 
nice  example  of  the  issue. 


103  1793  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  edge.  S-9.  VG-10.  Pleasing,  nearly 

problem-free  medium  brown  surfaces  accented  by  slate  brown 
in  the  fields.  A  very  attractive  example  of  this  popular  type  is¬ 
sue,  ideal  for  the  buyer  who  wants  an  attractive  example  but 
does  not  want  to  pay  many  thousands  of  dollars  for  a  signifi¬ 
cantly  higher  grade  piece. 


Mamiye  Collections 


104  1793  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  edge.  S-9.  G-7.  Some  tiny  edge 

bruises  on  each  side.  LIBERTY  and  date  readable,  some  re¬ 
verse  peripheral  weakness. 


Attractive  1793  Wreath  Cent 

Lettered  Edge 


105  1793  Wreath.  Lettered  edge.  S-llb.  Rarity-4.  VF-35  BN 

(NGC).  Attribution  per  our  consignor,  however,  we  cannot 
state  for  certain  whether  this  is  S-llb  or  S-llc  due  to  the 
holder.  Vertical  left  leaf  above  the  date  identifies  this  as  the 
Sheldon-1 1  die  marriage.  Deep  tan  with  some  areas  of  dark 
brown.  A  lovely  coin,  a  few  light  marks  and  scratches,  along 
with  some  faint  roughness  notwithstanding.  Early  die  state 
with  light  clash  marks. 

Three  sub-varieties  have  been  identified.  Sheldon-1  la  has  the  Vine  and 
Bars  edge  style,  S-llb  has  the  edge  lettered  with  two  leaves  following  DOL¬ 
LAR,  and  S-llc  has  the  edge  lettered  with  just  one  leaf. 

The  die  state  does  not  provide  any  assistance  in  determining  the  Sheldon 
variety  of  this  coin.  The  Vine  and  Bars  edge  coins  are  generally  from  the 
earliest  die  state  without  clash  marks.  Both  lettered  edge  sub-varieties  are 
known  from  all  die  states,  early,  intermediate,  and  late. 


Popular  1793  Wreath  Cent 

Lettered  Edge 


106  1793  Wreath.  Lettered  edge.  S-llc.  Rarity-3.  Net  F-12;  sharp¬ 
ness  of  VF-20  but  slightly  porous.  Single  Leaf  style  on  edge. 
Dark  tan  with  traces  of  light  orange  on  the  reverse.  Some  natu¬ 
ral  obverse  planchet  flaws  are  present,  most  likely  as  struck. 
Minor  edge  bruises  are  visible  on  both  sides. 

107  1793  Wreath.  Lettered  edge.  S-llc.  Rarity-4.  G-4.  Dark  brown 
with  lighter  tan  on  the  high  points.  The  overall  sharpness  is 
greater  than  the  assigned  grade  implies,  but  the  surfaces  are 
moderately  granular. 


BOWERS  ANI)  MERENA 


41 


The  Boys  Town  and  Mamiye  Collections 


Rare  1793  Liberty  Cap  Cent 


109  1793  Liberty  Cap.  S-13.  Rarity-3+.  Net  VG-8;  sharpness  of  VF- 

20,  tooled  and  lightly  burnished.  Nicely  toned  in  even  medium 
and  light  brown.  Two  beads  over  I  of  LIBERTY.  A  lovely  coin 
despite  some  long-ago  tampering  with  the  surfaces.  Well  cen¬ 
tered  with  much  eye  appeal. 


112  1794  Head  of ’93.  S-19a.  Rarity-5+.  Net  G-6;  sharpness  of  VG- 

8  with  an  edge  cut  at  11:00,  and  two  old  reverse  scratches. 
Deep  tan  with  lighter  high  points.  Sheldon’s  Double  Chin  vari¬ 
ety.  Rare.  Appealing  overall  despite  a  few  minor  problems. 

1 13  1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-22.  VF-20.  A  few  minor  marks  present  on 
medium  tan  surfaces.  The  Bent  Lock  variety.  Late  die  state, 
with  swelling  above  ONE  on  the  reverse. 


1793  Liberty  Cap  Cent  Rarity 

Sheldon- 12,  Rarity-6 


108  1793  Liberty  Cap.  S-12.  Rarity-6.  Net  G-7;  sharpness  of  F-15  but 

tooled  and  heavily  burnished.  A  relatively  attractive  specimen  de¬ 
spite  the  surface  condition.  Dark  brown.  This  is  an  extremely  rare 
variety,  one  missing  from  most  advanced  collecuons. 

The  obverse  is  identified  by  two  beads  above  I  of  LIBERTY,  and  the  re¬ 
verse  is  identified  by  a  single  leaf  below  OF. 

Of  the  three  major  types  of  1793  cents— Chain,  Wreath,  and  Liberty  Cap, 
the  Liberty  Cap  is  by  far  the  rarest. 


110  1793  Liberty  Cap.  S-13.  Rarity-3+.  Net  G-6;  sharpness  of  F-12 

but  porous.  Nicely  centered.  Dark  brown  with  light,  even  po¬ 
rosity  on  both  sides.  This  variety  is  the  least  scarce  (none  are 
common)  1793  Liberty  Cap  cent. 


1  1  I  1793  Liberty  Cap.  S-14.  Rarity-5.  Net  G-4;  sharpness  of  VF-30, 

tooled  and  burnished.  Holed  and  plugged  at  12:00.  Mahogany 
brown.  Ihe  Bisecting  Crack  variety.  Although  the  present  offer¬ 
ing  of  Liberty  Cap  cents  will  not  at  all  threaten  the  comfort  of 
those  owning  Condition  Census  examples,  still  it  is  quite  un¬ 
usual  to  have  multiple  specimens  in  a  single  catalogue. 

Ihn  varco  variety  lakes  its  name  from  an  obverse  crack  that  runs  verti- 
r ally  arross  Liberty's  portrait  from  rim  to  rim. 


Pleasing  1794  Large  Cent 

Head  Of  1794 


1 15  1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-24.  EF-45.  An  attractive  brown  example  of 

a  popular  design  type.  Scarred  Head  variety.  Well  centered  and 
sharply  struck.  Noticeably  free  of  distracting  marks,  although  a 
hint  of  faint  porosity  can  be  seen  when  viewed  under  low  mag¬ 
nification. 


Uncirculated  1794  Large  Cent 

Sheldon-24 


114  1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-24.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Deep  olive-tan, 

with  superb,  glossy  surfaces.  A  lovely  coin  that  meets  the  chal¬ 
lenge  of  close  scrutiny.  A  later  obverse  state,  with  a  light  crack 
diagonally  from  1 1 :00  to  5:00.  Nearly  always  seen,  as  here,  with 
some  light  roughness  around  the  date,  a  feature  that  was  in  the 
die  when  struck. 

In  his  Early  American  Cents  1793-1814,  William  H.  Sheldon  wrote  regard¬ 
ing  Maris’s  Scarred  Head  variety:  “There  is  an  approximately  ear-shaped  de¬ 
pression  (‘scar’)  in  the  hair  below  the  ear  at  the  back  of  the  neck,  some 
2x5mm.  in  extent.”  He  went  on  to  write:  “The  face  has  exceptionally 
rounded,  full  cheeks— a  characteristic  by  which  collectors  recognize  it  easily. 
My  father  used  to  call  it  the  Apple  Cheek  variety.” 
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1794  S-28  Cent 


116 


1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-28.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  Medium  tan  sur¬ 
faces  with  a  few  tiny  marks.  LIBERTY  high,  hair  locks  end  in 
vertical  line.  The  Single  Leaf  reverse  with  only  one  outer  leaf, 
parallel  to  the  stem,  below  I  of  AMERICA.  From  the  latest  die 
state  with  several  obverse  cracks  and  extensive  reverse  clash 
marks. 


117  1794  Head  of ’94.  S-36.  Rarity-5.  Net  VG-10;  sharpness  of  VF- 

30  but  porous.  Olive-brown.  The  Low  Head  variety.  The  re¬ 
verse  die  has  a  single  berry  inside  the  wreath  just  left  of  the  rib¬ 
bon  bow.  This  feature  is  common  to  only  two  reverse  dies 
among  1794  cents  and  all  varieties  from  these  dies  are  elusive. 


Pleasing  1794  S-42  Cent 


118  1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-42.  Rarity-4-.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive 
dark  brown  surfaces,  with  a  touch  of  olive  present  as  well. 
Some  tiny,  scattered  marks  are  noted,  but  the  surfaces  are 
quite  pleasing  overall.  Faint  clash  marks  are  noted  at  the  upper 
right  edge  of  the  cap,  just  above  its  junction  with  the  hair. 

119  1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-43.  Net  F-15;  sharpness  much  higher,  but 
planchet  furrows  in  obverse  field  before  Liberty’s  face.  Brown. 
Sheldon’s  Braided  Hair  variety. 

120  1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-43.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  much  finer  but 
surfaces  rough.  Brown.  Late  reverse  die  state,  crack  from  rim 
through  U  of  UNITED. 

121  1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-44.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  with 
many  tiny  surface  marks  visible.  Short  Bust  variety;  an  interme¬ 
diate  die  state  with  obverse  and  reverse  cracks  present. 

122  Large  cent  quartette:  ☆  1794  Head  of ’94.  S-44.  G-7.  Brown  tr 
1795  Lettered  edge.  S-75.  VG-8.  Brown  ☆  1802  1/000  variety. 
S-228.  E-15.  Brown  ☆  1802  S-237.  VG-8.  Olive-brown.  A  nice 
selection.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


123  1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-45.  Rarity-5+.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Medium 

brown  with  a  few  minor  marks,  the  most  prominent  of  these  at 
Liberty’s  throat.  Sheldon’s  Braided  Hair  variety.  This  is  quite  a 
scarce  variety  with  the  currently  offered  example  among  the 
top  dozen  known. 


1794  S-54  Cent 


124  1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-54.  Rarity-3.  VF-35.  Attractive  tan  sur¬ 

faces,  well  centered  and  sharply  detailed.  Obverse  and  reverse 
display  a  few  trivial  marks,  the  most  notable  a  short  scratch  on 
Liberty’s  jaw.  The  reverse  has  a  small  patina  spot  with  very 
slight  corrosion  at  the  leaf  pair  below  CA  of  AMERICA.  Both 
of  these  are  excellent  markers  for  pedigree  purposes.  Interme¬ 
diate  die  state  with  strong  obverse  and  reverse  clash  marks. 
This  specimen  is  nearly  the  equivalent  of  some  pieces  at  the 
low  end  of  the  Condition  Census. 


Popular  1794  Large  Cent 


Office  Boy  Reverse 


125  1794  Head  of  '94.  S-56.  VF-30.  Medium  tan  with  strong  design 

details.  Light,  natural  planchet  fissures  are  noted,  along  with  a 
few  minor  surface  abrasions.  Blundered  edge  lettering  reads 
ONE  HUNDRED  DOLLAR  in  perfectly  spaced  words,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  single  leaf  and  unlettered  area  for  about  one-third 
the  circumference. 

George  Clapp,  CEO  of  Alcoa  and,  relevant  to  the  present  discussion,  a 
highly  successful  collector  of  large  cents,  called  this  particular  variety  the 
Office  Boy  reverse. 

Clapp’s  collection  of  cents  was  given  to  the  American  Numismatic  Societv, 
New  York  City.  Recent  court  testimony  seems  to  indicate  that  Dr.  Sheldon, 
apparently  a  numismatic  idol  with  clay  feet,  swiped  or  exchanged  certain  of 
the  Clapp  pieces  while  visiting  the  Society,  a  violation  of  trust.  In  recent 
years,  Sheldon  has  been  the  subject  of  much  unfavorable  commentary  in 
print,  including  a  few  years  ago  some  sensational  notices  about  his  photo¬ 
graphing  nude  students  at  Yale  University,  as  part  of  medical  research,  and. 
in  our  own  field,  certain  declarations  by  the  late  Walter  Breen  whose  com¬ 
ments  appeared  in  Penny-Wise.  Recently  a  leading  reporter  on  the  art  and 
antique  scene  contacted  our  office  and  stated  that  he  was  preparing  a  fea¬ 
ture  story'  on  Dr.  Sheldon,  the  Clapp-Sheldon  large  cents,  and  surrounding 
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events.  There  are  always  two  sides  to  every  story,  and  it  is  hoped  that  re¬ 
search  will  include  a  perusal  of  court  documents  (if,  indeed,  such  are  avail¬ 
able). 

So  far  as  is  known,  George  Clapp  was  no  close  kin  to  the  famous  John 
C  lapp  collectors/ numismatists,  father  and  son,  who  also  hailed  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

This  may  be  the  Anderson-Dupont  specimen  (Stack’s,  1954),  with 
similar  blundered  edge,  which  was  described  as  “glossy  natural  light 
olive  and  steel,  with  planchet  defects  and  dark  streaks.  ” 

126  1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-57.  VF-30.  Glossy  brown,  a  few  trivial 

marks  present.  Sheldon’s  Pyramidal  Head,  Button  on  Cap  vari¬ 
ety.  The  straight  line  formed  by  the  locks  of  hair  behind 
Liberty’s  head  “suggests  the  outline  of  a  pyramid.”  A  tiny  die 
chip  at  the  lowest  point  of  the  cap  resembles  a  button. 


Important  1794  Sheldon-58  10 

Nearly  in  the  Condition  Census 


127  1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-58.  Rarity-3.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Well  centered 

with  smooth  agate  surfaces  and  traces  of  orange-brown  patina 
on  the  reverse.  The  obverse  has  numerous  small  surface  abra¬ 
sions,  most  notably  a  diagonal  mark  on  Liberty’s  cheek,  a  fea¬ 
ture  which  should  serve  future  generations  in  tracking  the 
pedigree.  The  reverse  is  covered  with  tiny  planchet  defects,  or 
rifts,  which  we  believe  resulted  from  improper  manufacture. 
This  is  a  very  pleasing  example,  overall,  of  a  variety  which 
while  not  rare,  generally  found  in  lower  grades.  Possibly  a 
Condition  Census  candidate,  depending  on  one’s  opinion  of 
the  grade. 


128  1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-58.  Rarity-3.  F-12  (PCGS).  Chestnut 

brown,  the  fields  darker.  Worn  but  mainly  mark-free.  Thick 
Hair,  Wide  Date  variety,  right  reverse  ribbon  high. 


129  1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-60.  Rarity-3+.  VF-20  (NGC).  Medium 

brown  with  some  light  planchet  roughness.  Thick  Hair,  Close 
Date  variety. 


130  1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-63.  Rarity-3-.  F-15  BN  (NGC).  Dark  brown 

with  lighter  high  points.  The  Fallen  4  variety.  A  few  tiny  re¬ 
verse  edge  marks  are  present. 


Choice  1794  S-70  Cent 


the  jaw.  Faint  clash  marks  are  visible.  Tenth  finest  known  for 
this  variety. 

The  varieties  labeled  Sheldon-67  through  72  have  the  obverse  attributed 
to  John  Smith  Gardner,  thus  are  called  Head  of  1795.  Only  Sheldon-72, 
however,  has  an  exact  head  of  1795. 

One  of  these  times  we  will  relate  in  print  an  interesting  conversation  we 
had  in  the  early  1970s  with  Oscar  Pearl,  who  came  to  our  offices  (then  in 
Los  Angeles)  and  consigned  some  beautiful  coins  to  us. 

Ex  Green  and  Pearl  collections.  Offered  as  Lot  82  in  the  fixed  price 
offering  of  Pearl’s  large  cent  collection  by  The  Numismatic  Gallery. 

132  1794  Head  of  ’95.  S-72.  VF-35  (ANACS).  Chocolate  brown.  A 

few  tiny,  natural  planchet  flaws  on  the  reverse,  but  still  a  very 
pleasing  coin  for  the  grade.  The  “Exact  Head  of  1795”  accord¬ 
ing  to  Sheldon.  Lowest  hair  lock  does  not  form  a  curl.  Dies 
lightly  clashed.  Obverse  die  break  from  forehead,  between  T 
and  Y,  then  to  rim. 


Pleasing  1795  S-76b  Cent 

Plain  Edge 


133  1795  Plain  edge.  S-76b.  EF-45.  Pleasing  medium  tan  surfaces 
free  of  all  but  the  most  trivial  marks.  A  tiny  toning  spot  is 
present  on  the  obverse  between  the  cap  and  Liberty’s  hair. 
ONE  CENT  high  in  reverse  wreath. 

134  1795  Plain  edge.  S-76b.  VF-35  (PCGS).  A  lovely  coin  with 
smooth,  mottled  olive-brown  surfaces.  A  nice  representative 
example  of  the  design  type. 


Choice  1796  Liberty  Cap  Cent 


135  1796  Liberty  Cap.  S-81.  Rarity-3.  VF-30.  Lustrous  deep  tan 

surfaces  nearly  devoid  of  marks.  A  choice  (within  the  context 
of  the  grade)  example  from  the  final  year  of  a  popular  design 
type.  First  0  in  reverse  fraction  is  boldly  doubled. 


From  the  Colonel  Green  and  Oscar  Pearl  Collections 


131  1794  Head  of  ’95.  S-70.  AU-53  BN  (NGC).  Chestnut  brown, 

the  surfaces  mainly  glossy  and  hard  on  both  sides.  Strong  de¬ 
sign  details  present.  Late  die  state  with  the  obverse  crack  be¬ 
tween  IY  extending  across  the  forehead  and  check,  almost  to 


136  1796  Liberty  Cap.  S-84.  Rarity-3.  Net  VG-8;  sharpness  of  VF- 
35,  hair  tooled.  Medium  chestnut  brown.  Faint  reverse  scratch. 

137  1796  Liberty  Cap.  S-87.  Rarity-3-.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Medium 
brown  with  slightly  lighter  high  points  and  a  few  minor  marks. 
A  nice  example  of  the  date,  variety,  and  grade. 

138  1796  Liberty  Cap.  S-87.  Rarity-3-.  F-15.  Olive-brown  with 
some  tan  highlights.  Low  6  in  date,  double  leaf  left  of  ONE  on 
reverse.  Struck  slightly  off  center,  with  broad  obverse  dentils 
at  the  lower  left,  none  at  upper  right;  the  reverse  corresponds 
to  this  pattern. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Collection, 
November  1994,  Lot  3351. 
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139  1796  Liberty  Cap.  S-91.  Rarity-3.  Net  F-15;  sharpness  of  VF- 

35  but  porous  with  reverse  scratches.  Reddish  brown  on  the 
obverse,  darker  on  the  reverse.  A  decent  coin  despite  a  few  mi¬ 
nor  problems. 


Attractive  1796  Draped  Bust  Cent 


143  1796  Draped  Bust.  Reverse  of  ’94.  S-l  10.  Net  F-15;  sharpness 

of  EF-40,  but  pitted  with  an  obverse  scratch.  Medium  brown 
with  considerable  design  detail  remaining. 


Scarce  1796  S-l  11  Draped  Bust  Cent 


144  1796  Draped  Bust.  Reverse  of  ’94.  S-l  11.  Rarity-5-.  VF-20 

(PCGS).  Steel  brown  with  a  scattering  of  light  marks  and  some 
faint  reverse  porosity.  A  small  obverse  edge  bruise  is  noted  at 
5:00.  Date  leans  to  right,  with  9  and  6  close. 


Another  Elusive  1796  S-l  11  Cent 


145  1796  Draped  Bust.  Reverse  of  '94.  S-l  11.  Rarity-5-.  Net  F-12; 

sharpness  of  VF-35  with  a  few'  edge  bruises  of  various  sizes  on 
both  sides.  Brown.  A  scarce  variety.  Date  leans  right,  double 
leaf  at  end  of  right  w  reath. 


141  1 796  Draped  Bust.  Reverse  of  '94.  S-106.  Rarity-5.  Net  VG-10; 

sharpness  of  VF-25  but  pitted.  Olive-brown  with  red  and 
green  patina  in  the  surface  pits.  The  date  slants  to  the  right. 


Condition  Census  1796  Draped  Bust  Cent 

LIHERTY  Variety 
Third  Finest  Known 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

140  1796  LIHERTY  variety.  S-103.  Rarity-4-.  AU-50  (PCGS). 

Third  finest  known  for  this  variety  as  well  as  third  finest  for  the 
LIHERTY  type.  A  truly  lovely  medium  brown  specimen,  free 
of  any  unsightly,  detracting  marks.  Strong  design  details,  par¬ 
ticularly  on  the  obverse,  where  all  but  the  very  highest  wave  of 
Miss  Liberty’s  hair  is  well  defined. 

The  B  punched  over  a  reversed  B  in  LIBERTY  gives  the  appearance  of  an 
H,  hence  the  nickname. 

From  the  1964  ANA  Sale,  Federal  Brand  Enterprises,  Lot  55;  ear¬ 
lier  from  Abe  Kosoff  s  sale  of  the  Edward  FI.  Schwartz  Collection,  Oc¬ 
tober  1961,  Lot  118. 


1796  Draped  Bust.  Reverse  of ’94,  Widest  Date.  S-108.  Rarity- 
3.  Net  VF-25;  sharpness  of  EF-40  with  minute  porosity  and 
minor  scratches.  Attractive  steel  brown  surfaces  despite  a  few' 
faint  marks  and  light  porosity.  This  important  example  is 
among  the  top  dozen  known  for  the  variety. 


SOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Boys  Town  and  Mamiye  Collections 


Beautiful  Mint  State  1796  Draped  Bust  Cent 

Probably  From  the  Nichols  Find 


146  1796  Draped  Bust.  Reverse  of  ’97.  S- 1 19.  Rarity-3.  MS-60. 

Nicely  centered  with  glossy  medium  tan  surfaces.  Obverse  die 
cracks  on  either  side  of  the  date.  Tiny  obverse  edge  clip  at 
3:00,  as  struck.  Sheldon’s  Closest  Date  variety,  top  of  6  in  date 
embedded  in  Miss  Liberty’s  drapery.  Reverse  of  1797,  with 
double  leaf  at  the  end  of  the  right  wreath  stem  and  16  leaves  to 
left,  19  to  right. 

Undoubtedly  from  the  Nichols  Find,  a  well-documented  hoard  of  1796 
and  1797  large  cents  uncovered  in  Massachusetts  during  the  1850s.  The 
story  of  this  was  given  in  Dave  Bowers’  book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and 
Hoards ,  and  is  reiterated  herewith: 

According  to  numismatic  tradition,  these  pieces  came  from  an  original 
bag  of  cents  obtained  in  late  1797  or  early  1798  by  Benjamin  Goodhue,  who 
was  born  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  in  1748  and  died  there  in  1814. 
Goodhue,  a  Federalist,  was  a  representative  to  Congress  1789-1796  and  a 
senator  1796-1800. 

If  Goodhue  obtained  the  pieces  at  the  Mint,  it  would  probably  have  been 
after  November  21,  1797,  for  during  1797  coins  were  only  delivered  by  the 
coiner  to  the  treasurer  from  November  22  to  December  18.  Blank  planchets 
had  been  imported  recently  from  Matthew  Boulton  of  Birmingham,  En¬ 
gland,  such  planchets  being  remarkable  for  their  high  quality  (in  sharp  con¬ 
trast  to  those  made  within  the  Mint  which  were  often  irregular  or  of  uncer¬ 
tain  purity).  As  a  result,  coins  in  collections  today  and  attributed  to  this 
hoard,  are  apt  to  have  particularly  smooth  and  glossy  surfaces. 

It  is  believed  that  Goodhue  gave  the  coins  to  his  daughters,  from  whom 
they  descended  in  the  family.  Eventually,  they  were  distributed  from  the  Sa¬ 
lem  area. 

One  account  (Breen,  1952)  quotes  a  rumor  that  the  coins  came  from  Ma¬ 
jor  C.P.  Nichols  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

In  any  event,  by  1858-1859,  the  numismatic  community  was  aware  of  the 
coins,  at  which  time  they  traded  for  about  $1  each.  By  1863  all  of  the  pieces 
had  been  dispersed— apparently  by  David  Nichols— by  which  time  they  had  a 
market  value  of  about  $3  to  $4  apiece. 

Another  account  ( Penny  Whimsy,  p.  189)  suggests  that  they  were  dispersed 
to  collectors,  “perhaps  just  prior  to  1863,”  and  that  “David  Nichols  of  Gal¬ 
lows  Hill,  near  Salem,  passed  them  out  at  face  value.” 

The  assigning  of  the  quantity  of  1,000  pieces  to  the  hoard  is  assumed  from 
Mint  records  that  show  in  1797  that  the  Mint  regularly  issued  cents  in  bags 
of  1,000  and  boxes  of  5,000  coins.  As  at  least  several  hundred  specimens  are 
known  to  exist  today,  the  1 ,000  estimate  may  be  reasonable. 


147  1797  Reverse  of ’97,  Stems.  S-123.  Rarity-4.  EF-40.  Medium 

tan  with  hints  of  frosty  mint  red  in  the  recessed  design  areas. 

High-grade  examples  of  this  variety  are  normally  associated  with  the 
Nic  hols  Find.  I  lowever,  the  present  piece  appears  to  have  seen  service  in  the 
channels  of  commerce  and  was  not  part  of  that  treasure. 
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1797  S-126  Cent 


148  1797  Reverse  of  ’97,  Stems.  S-126.  Rarity-3.  Net  VF-30;  sharp¬ 
ness  of  EF-45  but  light  corrosion.  Glossy  olive-brown  with  areas 
of  rough  black  corrosion.  Very  minor  tooling  is  noted  in  the  ob¬ 
verse  fields.  Aesthetically  nicer  than  it  sounds,  as  the  roughness 
and  tooling  is  mosdy  visible  only  under  low  magnification. 

From  an  early  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  minor  clash  marks  below  the 
chin  but  no  visible  cracks.  Rare  as  such. 

149  1797  Reverse  of  ’97,  Stems.  S-134.  Rarity-3.  Net  F-15;  sharp¬ 
ness  of  EF-40,  but  rims  and  edges  have  been  filed.  Dark  ma¬ 
hogany  brown. 

The  diagnostic  triangular  dot  is  present  in  the  obverse  field  near  Liberty’s 
neck. 


150  1797  Reverse  of  ’97,  Stems.  S-135.  Rarity-3+.  AU-50  BN 
(NGC).  Medium  brown.  A  tiny  mark  is  seen  in  the  right  ob¬ 
verse  field,  but  still  attractive  overall.  Scarce  in  high  circulated 
grade  (more  available  in  Mint  State  than  in  AU-50,  it  would 
seem,  the  Mint  State  pieces  being  from  the  Nichols  Find). 
Bluntly  struck  on  the  hair  behind  the  head  and  within  the 
lower  portion  of  the  wreath. 

151  1797  Reverse  of ’97,  Stems.  S-137.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  VF- 
35  but  minor  roughness  present.  Dark  steel  brown.  A  fetching 
coin  when  viewed  with  the  unaided  eye. 

152  1798  First  Hair  Style,  Reverse  of  ’96.  S-155.  Rarity-3.  VF-20 
(PCGS).  Deep  brown  with  lighter  obverse  high  points.  Very 
minor,  microscopic  porosity  is  visible  with  magnification.  This 
is  the  least  scarce  of  the  three  known  varieties  with  Reverse  of 
1796.  Very  late  die  state. 

All  “Reverse  of  ’96”  varieties  are  scarce  to  rare.  The  wreath  ends  each  ter¬ 
minate  in  a  single  leaf. 


153  1798  Second  Hair  Style,  Large  Date.  S-166.  Net  VF-30;  sharp¬ 

ness  of  EF-45,  but  patches  of  corrosion  present.  Mottled  steel 
brown  and  olive-tan.  Sheldon’s  Whisker  variety  with  a  small  die 
chip  below  the  chin. 

The  designation  Second  Hair  Style  refers  to  an  extra  curl  that  was  added 
to  Miss  Liberty’s  tresses  in  1798.  The  curl  appears  to  the  immediate  viewer's 
right  of  the  second  lowest  curl,  almost  directly  above  the  lowest  curl  at 
Liberty's  shoulder. 

A  tiny  die  mark  is  found  beneath  Liberty's  chin  on  this  variety. 
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154  1798  Second  Hair  Style.  S-170.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Deep 

tan  with  a  few  darker  areas,  perhaps  lightly  cleaned  long  ago. 
Very  pleasing  surfaces  despite  a  few  minor  surface  abrasions. 
Early  die  state  without  the  often  seen  arc  crack  on  the  obverse. 
Among  the  finer  examples  known. 


155  1798  Second  Hair  Style.  S-172.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Medium  brown 

with  a  few  stray  marks.  Nice  details  for  the  grade.  Although 
not  among  Condition  Census  quality  coins,  this  is  certainly 
one  of  the  nicer  examples  available. 


156  1798  Second  Hair  Style.  S-175.  Rarity-4.  Net  VF-25;  sharp¬ 

ness  of  EF-40  with  faint  porosity.  Olive-brown  fields  and 
lighter  high  points.  Scarce.  Reverse  rim  cud  at  U,  die  crack 
through  A  of  STATES  and  in  wreath  below.  A  few  old,  faint 
marks  and  microscopic  porosity  present. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Tradition 

We’ve  been  supplying  choice,  rare,  and  desirable 
coins  to  collectors,  museums,  dealers,  and  others  ever 
since  Dave  Bowers  began  his  dealership  hack  in  1953. 
Along  the  way  we  have  handled  our  share— and  more— 
of  the  world’s  great  collections  and  rarities.  Thousands 
of  properties  have  come  our  way,  and  we’ve  helped  tens 
of  thousands,  probably  hundreds  of  thousands,  of  col¬ 
lectors  enrich  their  holdings.  If  you  are  a  past  Bowers 
and  Merena  client,  we  look  forward  to  having  you 
participate  in  this  sale  as  well.  If  you  are  new  to  us, 
welcome,  and  use  this  auction  as  an  ideal  way  to  get 
started. 


Rare  1798  S-178  Cent 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

157  1798  Second  Hair  Style,  Reverse  of  ’96.  S-178.  Rarity-6-.  VG- 

8.  An  extremely  rare  and  important  variety.  This  is  the  only 
Reverse  of  1796  variety  with  the  Second  Hair  Style  obverse. 
Nearly  problem-free;  olive-brown  blended  with  lighter  tan  on 
the  reverse.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  a  few  trivial  marks 
which  are  quite  consistent  with  the  grade.  Terminal  die  state 
with  heavy  obverse  cracks,  vertically  in  the  right  obverse  field 
and  horizontally  through  the  date.  The  obverse  die  is  shat¬ 
tered  at  the  bust  tip  with  corresponding  weakness  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Close  to  or  within  the  Condition  Census  for  this  variety. 


158  1798  Second  Hair  Style.  S-184.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Deep  olive-tan 
on  the  obverse,  leaning  more  toward  reddish  brown  on  the  re¬ 
verse,  with  a  hint  of  red  mint  frost  in  the  wreath.  An  attractive 
example  of  the  date  and  variety,  truly  choice  for  the  grade. 
Late  die  state  with  extensive  clash  marks  on  the  reverse.  This 
coin  is  not  among  the  top  six  in  the  Condition  Census,  how¬ 
ever,  it  probably  is  one  of  the  top  dozen  or  so  known. 

159  Large  cent  trio:  ☆  1798  Second  Hair  Style.  S-184.  VF-35.  Deep 
tan  ☆  1800  80  over  79  Overdate.  S-192.  Rarity-3.  VF-25.  Brown 
☆  1821  N-2.  VF-35.  Deep  tan,  light  patination.  A  nice  group. 
(Total:  3  pieces) 

160  1798  Second  Hair  Style.  S-184.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  ap¬ 
proaching  AU,  but  surfaces  uniformly  porous.  Sheldon's 
Low  9  variety. 
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161  1798  Second  Hair  Style.  S-186.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Medium  brown 

with  faint  black  patina  on  both  sides. 


Scarce  1799/8  Overdate  Cent 


162  1799/8  Overdate.  S-188.  Rarity-4-.  Net  G-4;  sharpness  a  little 

better  but  some  light  edge  bruises  and  scattered  marks  are 
present.  Brown  with  reddish  brown  high  points.  At  one  time 
in  the  past,  some  misguided  soul  has  attempted  to  improve 
this  coin  by  carefully  filing  the  edges.  Regardless,  this  piece  has 
its  desirable  aspects  and  is,  of  course,  a  famous  rarity. 


Famous  1799  S-189  Rarity 

Normal  Date 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

163  1799  Normal  Date.  S-189.  VF-25  BN  (NGC).  Medium  brown 

with  strong  obverse  and  reverse  details.  Both  the  date  and  LIB¬ 
ERTY  are  complete  and  strong,  quite  unusual  for  coins  of  this 
date.  A  rare  date,  far  and  away  the  rarest  of  the  Draped  Bust 
design  type  (1796-1807),  both  as  a  “normal”  date  and  an 
overdate  (1799/8).  Indeed,  here  is  one  of  the  rarest  large  cent 
dates  of  any  design  type,  second  only  to  the  1793  Liberty  Cap. 
Microscopic  marks  characterize  the  surface.  However,  it 
stands  as  a  nice  example  at  this  grade  level,  quite  close  to  the 
Condition  Census.  We  anticipate  strong  bidding  activity  when 
this  coin  crosses  the  auction  block. 

Research  is  currently  being  conducted  to  more  accurately  estimate  the 
mintage  of  rents  bearing  the  1799  date  The  Mint  report  suggests  a  mintage 


of  904,585  coins  in  the  year  1799,  just  75,000  less  than  in  1798.  The  majority 
of  coins  struck  in  1799  bore  the  1798  date.  The  basic  premise  of  this  re¬ 
search  involves  estimates  of  the  number  of  survivors  dated  1799  as  com¬ 
pared  to  the  number  of  survivors  of  the  entire  Draped  Bust  design.  From 
here,  and  working  backwards,  a  survival  rate  may  be  established,  with  a 
mintage  for  the  coinage  date  estimated. 

Currently,  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  has  its  own  estimates,  prob¬ 
ably  from  Walter  Breen,  suggesting  that  1,841,745  were  struck  with  the 
1798  date,  42,540  of  1799,  and  2,822,175  of  1800. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

164  1799  Normal  Date.  S-189.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of  VF-20  with 

faint  porosity.  Chocolate  brown.  A  famous  (and  rare)  cent, 
“tough”  in  all  grades,  and  known  as  such  for  well  over  a  cen¬ 
tury.  Another  example  of  this  classic  rarity.  Some  faint  poros¬ 
ity  and  granularity  are  present,  mostly  in  the  obverse  field  near 
Liberty’s  profile.  All  things  considered,  this  is  a  decent  speci¬ 
men  at  the  F-12  level. 


Another  1799  Cent 


High-Grade  1800  S-192  Cent 

80  Over  79  Overdate 


165  1800  80  over  79  Overdate.  Second  Hair  Style.  S-192.  Rarity-3. 

VF-35,  sharpness  of  EF-40,  with  on  obverse  rim  nick  at  9:00 
and  a  few'  scratches.  Glossy  dark  brown  with  traces  of  lighter 
tan.  A  Condition  Census  example,  or  very  nearly  so.  Large 
cents  dated  1800,  both  overdate  and  normal  date,  an-  verv  dit- 
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ficult  to  find  in  higher  grades  and  quite  often  have  very  dark, 
porous  surfaces.  Despite  the  minor  defects  mentioned,  this 
example  is  a  lovely  coin  certain  to  demand  much  attention. 

The  Condition  Census  for  this  variety  is  MS-63,  AU-55,  AU-50,  EF-45,  VF- 
35,  VF-30. 

166  1800  80  over  79  Overdate.  Second  Hair  Style.  S-194.  Low  Rar¬ 

ity-3.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  EF-45  but  burnished  and  with 
reverse  porosity.  Brown  with  a  few  spots  present.  The  obverse 
has  an  attractive  appearance  while  the  reverse  is  rather  rough. 


167  1800  “Q”  variety.  S-197.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Chocolate  brown  with 
a  touch  of  olive,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Raised  dots 
through  first  0  in  date  give  the  appearance  of  a  Q.  A  natural 
obverse  planchet  depression,  as  struck,  follows  the  Y  of  LIB¬ 
ERTY.  An  attractive  example  of  this  popular  variety,  one 
which  should  demand  considerable  attention  due  to  the  scar¬ 
city  of  high-grade  cents  dated  1800. 

*. 

168  Group  of  large  cents:  ☆  1800  S-197.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of  VF- 
30,  corrosion  in  areas  ☆  1802  S-232.  Normal  Dies.  Net  VF-35; 
sharpness  of  EF-45,  cleaned  ☆  1807  Small  Fraction.  S-274.  Rar- 
ity-3+.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of  EF-40,  whizzed  ☆  1812  Small 
Date.  S-290.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  EF-45,  polished  ☆  1813 
Distant  Star.  S-292.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  EF-45,  cleaned  and 
polished  ☆  1814  Crosslet  4.  S-294.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  EF- 
45,  porous  ☆  1817  15  Stars.  N-16.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of  VF- 
30,  lightly  bent  and  cleaned  ☆  1818  N-10.  MS-60  RD,  obverse 
scratches  ☆  1823/2  Overdate.  N-l.  Net  VG-10;  sharpness  of 
VF-20,  rim  bumps  ☆  1833  N-l.  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆  1856  Slant¬ 
ing  5.  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  MS-60,  cleaned.  (Total:  11 
pieces) 


169  1800  S-212.  Rarity-3.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium  brown 

surfaces  with  traces  of  lighter  tan.  Late  die  state  with  extensive 
obverse  die  chips,  including  those  connecting  the  two  ciphers. 
A  die  crack  crosses  Liberty’s  head  to  the  right  rim.  Very  close 
to,  if  not  within,  the  Condition  Census  for  this  variety. 


170  1801  Pointed  1,  Normal  Reverse.  S-214.  Rarity-3+.  EF-40 

(PCGS).  Glossy  hard  chocolate  brown  surfaces.  A  few  scat¬ 
tered  marks,  but  still  quite  nice  for  the  grade.  Close  to,  or 
among,  the  Condition  Census  coins  for  this  variety. 


171  1801  Blunt  1.  S-222.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Glossy  dark  brown  sur¬ 
faces  which  are  pleasing  for  the  grade.  Deeply  faded  mint  lus¬ 
tre  is  noted  on  the  reverse.  Somewhat  bluntly  struck  on  the 
lower  obverse  and  upper  reverse  as  often  seen.  Heavily  clashed 
at  LIBERTY  and,  on  the  reverse,  at  the  denominator.  Close  to 
Condition  Census  quality. 

172  1801  Normal  Reverse.  S-222.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  AU-50, 

burnished.  Medium  brown.  Struck  from  clashed  dies. 


173  1801  Fraction  1/000.  S-223.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Medium  brown 

and  quite  choice  for  the  grade.  A  few  minor  obverse  planchet 
defects  are  noted,  most  likely  as  made.  The  popular  variety 
with  reverse  fraction  expressed  as  1/000.  Rim  break  at  RTY  of 
LIBERTY. 

During  this  particular  year  a  number  of  blunders  were  committed  during 
the  manufacture  of  dies.  Perhaps  too  much  rum  was  imbibed  by  the  en¬ 
graver,  perhaps  lighting  conditions  were  poor,  or  perhaps  he  was  daydream¬ 
ing.  Whatever  the  cause,  numismatically  pleasing  results  were  created,  for 
such  varieties  are  highly  prized  today.  It  is  a  numismatic  curiosity  that  the 
cruder  and  more  rustic  a  die  is,  the  more  desirable  it  is  to  collect— this  being 
somewhat  in  contrast  to  grading,  in  which  the  better  the  grade  is,  the  more 
desirable  it  is  to  collect. 


174  1801  Blunt  1,  Normal  Dies.  S-224.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of 

EF-40  with  some  minor  roughness  present  in  the  right  obverse 
field.  Glossy  deep  tan  surfaces  which  are  generally  quite  pleas¬ 
ing. 


175  1802  Normal  Reverse.  S-226.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Deep  brown 

with  some  roughness  at  the  right  side  of  the  obverse,  possibly 
as  struck.  The  reverse  is  deep  steel  brown  with  considerable 
lustre.  Strong  design  details  are  present.  A  lovely  coin  overall. 
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176  1802  S-230.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  and  appeal  of  AU-50  but 

with  tooling  in  the  left  obverse  field  and  the  initials  “SS”  faintly 
scratched  in  the  right  obverse  field.  Attractive  tan  surfaces. 
Definitely  a  suitable  filler  for  the  date. 


177  1802  S-233.  EF-40  (NGC).  Pleasing  deep  tan  with  a  few  minor 

marks.  T  cut  over  Y  in  LIBERTY,  another  of  the  notable  blun¬ 
ders  of  this  era.  An  important  offering,  close  to  Condition 
Census  level. 


178  1802  Normal  Reverse.  S-242.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  EF-40 

but  finely  porous.  Attractive  medium  brown  and  quite  pleas¬ 
ing  overall. 

179  1803  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  S-245.  Rarity-3.  Net  VF-25; 
sharpness  of  EF-40  but  with  minute  porosity.  Deep  brown  and 
quite  pleasing  to  the  unaided  eye,  a  coin  that  stands  up  well 
even  under  close  scrutiny. 


180 


1803  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  S-247.  Rarity-3.  EF-45 
(PCGS).  Olive-brown  surfaces  with  light  porosity  in  areas.  The 
Mumps  obverse  with  a  small  die  chip  under  Liberty’s  chin. 
Close  to  Condition  Census  quality. 


181  1803  Corrected  Fraction.  S-249.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Deep  tobacco 

brown  surfaces  free  of  heavy  marks,  actually  quite  nice  for  the 
grade.  Mumps  obverse.  An  attractive  example  of  a  popular  va¬ 
riety.  Intermediate  die  state  with  a  minor  crack  from  the  bor¬ 
der  right  of  3,  through  the  drapery. 

Reverse  fraction  corrected  from  1/000  to  1/100,  with  the  first  cipher 
plainly  visible  behind  the  1. 


182  1803  Corrected  Fraction.  S-249.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  EF- 

45,  burnished,  with  light  reverse  scratches  at  the  center.  Deep 
tan. 


183  1803  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  S-251.  AU-50  (PCGS). 

Glossy  olive-brown  surfaces  with  nice  design  detail  for  the 
grade.  Some  minuscule  patina  spots  are  noted  on  the  reverse, 
otherwise  choice  and  problem-free. 


184 


1803  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  S-253.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Sat¬ 
iny  dark  brown  surfaces  with  lighter  tan  on  the  reverse,  faded 
from  mint  red.  A  small  planchet  fissure  reaches  into  the  field 
from  3:00  on  the  rim.  Microscopic  raised  patina  is  noted  on  the 
reverse.  Seemingly  a  candidate  for  the  Condition  Census. 


185  1803  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  S-253.  EF-40.  Glossy,  deep 

tan  surfaces  free  of  notable  marks.  Sheldon’s  Close  Date,  3  in 
date  touches  drapery  above.  Reverse  with  small  “dot”  (actually 
a  die  chip)  after  the  second  0  in  the  fraction.  A  lovely  example 
for  the  grade. 


Mint  State  1803  Cent 

Sheldon-254 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

186  1803  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  S-254.  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous 

light  brown  with  traces  of  turquoise  surrounding  the  obverse 
devices.  Very  sharply  detailed  and  quite  well  centered  with  full 
obverse  and  reverse  borders.  An  attractive  cent.  The  assigned 
grade  would  be  higher  except  some  minor  tooling  is  noted  on 
Liberty’s  neck,  perhaps  an  attempt  to  remove  a  spot.  Not  more 
than  two  dozen  Mint  State  examples  of  this  variety  are  known. 
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187  1803  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  S-254.  EF-40  BN  (NGC). 

Deep  brown  and  lighter  tan  surfaces  display  a  few  tiny  marks, 
but  still  a  pleasing  coin  for  the  grade. 

188  1803  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  S-255.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness 
of  EF-45,  but  obverse  pitted  at  Liberty’s  bust. 


Choice  Mint  State  1803  Cent 

Small  Date,  Large  Fraction 


189  1803  Small  Date,  Large  Fraction.  S-258.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS). 

Fully  lustrous  surfaces  attractively  toned  to  deep  tan  and  soft 
brown  with  hints  of  iridescent  rose  and  blue.  Close  Date.  Arc 
crack  in  obverse  field  behind  Miss  Liberty.  Although  several 
are  known  in  Mint  State,  this  offering  provides  a  superb  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  variety  specialist  as  well  as  the  date  or  type 
collector. 

Although  Mint  State  specimens  occasionally  cross  the  block,  the  present 
offering  is  still  quite  unusual  and  provides  a  superb  opportunity  for  the  vari¬ 
ety  specialist  as  well  as  the  date  or  type  collector. 

190  1803  Small  Date,  Large  Fraction.  S-259.  Low  Rarity-3.  Net  F- 
12;  sharpness  of  VF-25  but  porous.  Olive-brown. 

From  Abe  Kosojf s  sale  of  the  Edward  H.  Schwartz  Collection,  Octo¬ 
ber  1961,  Lot  315. 


191  1803  Small  Date,  Large  Fraction.  S-260.  AU-58  (PCGS).  At¬ 
tractive  golden  tan  surfaces  display  warm  lustre.  Problem-free. 
Late  die  state,  struck  from  clashed  dies.  An  important  example 
for  the  date  or  type  collector. 

192  Pair  of  Draped  Bust  large  cent  varieties:  ☆  1803  Small  Date, 
Large  Fraction.  S-260.  VF-30.  Brown  1803  Small  Date,  Small 
Fraction.  S-263.  Rarity-3.  VF-25.  Brown,  some  green  patination 
on  the  reverse.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


193  1803  Small  Date,  Large  Fraction.  S-261.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Deep 

tan  surfaces  free  of  noticeable  marks.  Mostly  sharp  design  de¬ 
tails  with  some  typical  weakness  on  the  wreath.  Heavy  die  rust 
and  flaking  is  visible  on  Miss  Liberty’s  neck.  From  an  early  die 
state.  This  is  a  very  important  offering  for  the  variety  specialist. 


194 


1803  Large  Date,  Large  Fraction.  S-265.  Rarity-3.  Net  VF-20; 
sharpness  of  EF-45  but  porous.  Olive-brown.  The  porosity  has 
created  a  dull  appearance.  By  the  time  this  coin  was  struck,  the 
reverse  die  had  shattered— resulting  in  numerous  die  cracks 
visible  on  the  present  specimen  and  related  pieces. 


195 


1804  S-266a.  F-12.  Medium  tan  with  a  few  light  marks  present, 
still  choice  for  the  grade  and  date.  An  early  die  state  of  this 
popular  rarity,  without  cracks  or  cuds  (both  dies  later  deterio¬ 
rate  significantly).  The  acquisition  of  an  1804  cent  has  been  a 
prime  goal  of  advanced  numismatists  since  day  one  in  the 
hobby.  It  is  far  and  away  the  most  elusive  date  of  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury. 

The  first  test  for  a  genuine  1804  large  cent  is  a  simple  one  that  is  usually 
done  in  just  a  few  seconds.  After  eying  the  0  in  the  date  and  flipping  the 
coin  on  its  horizontal  axis,  the  O  in  OF  should  line  up  with  the  0  of  the  date. 
Also,  all  genuine  1804  cents  have  a  crosslet  4  in  the  date. 


196  1804  S-266b.  Net  F- 15;  EF-45  but  extensively  tooled,  bur¬ 
nished,  and  retoned.  Chestnut  brown.  Despite  its  problems, 
this  coin  has  its  own  attractions  and  certainly  will  serve  as  a 
filler  for  this  famous  date. 

From  the  intermediate  state  of  the  dies,  with  a  cud  above  RTY  on  the  ob¬ 
verse.  A  reverse  rim  break  is  found  on  Sheldon-266c,  the  latest  state  of  the 
dies. 

197  1804  S-266c.  G-6,  counterstamped  with  the  initials  AE.  Me¬ 
dium  tan. 

From  the  latest  state  of  the  dies,  with  a  cud  now  formed  at  the  reverse  rim 
above  MERIC. 

198  1804  Restrike.  MS-60.  Deep  tan.  Struck  circa  1860  from  a 
rusted,  cracked,  and  discarded  1803  obverse  die  (combined 
with  a  reverse  die  of  1820),  with  the  3  in  the  date  reworked  to  a 
Plain  4.  A  popular  adjunct  to  the  large  cent  series. 

In  brief,  the  1804  “Restrike”  cent  seems  to  date  from  just  prior  to  the  Civil 
War.  The  exact  circumstances  of  distribution  have  been  lost  in  time,  but  bv 
the  early  1860s  such  pieces  were  frequently  traded  in  numismatic  circles. 
The  pairing  was  made  from  authentic  Mint  dies  believed  to  have  been  sold 
as  “scrap  iron."  The  Guide  Book  relates  that  these  issues  were  “a  patchwork 
job  and  easily  distinguished  from  a  genuine  1804  cent."  Apparently,  such 
coins  were  not  intended  to  deceive  but,  instead,  to  provide  an  inexpensive 
filler  for  a  date  that  might  otherwise  be  beyond  the  reach  of  a  collector.  To¬ 
day,  the  1804  “Restrike”  is  a  collector's  item  in  its  own  right,  along  with  the 
somewhat  related  1823  Restrike.  When  offered  for  sale  they  are  lypicallv 
subject  to  strong  bidding  competition. 
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Mint  State  1805  Cent 


199 


1805  Blunt  1.  S-267.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Deep  golden  olive  on 
the  obverse,  dark  chestnut  brown  on  the  reverse.  Rare  in  this 
grade.  Considering  the  strong  demand  for  such  pieces  for  date 
as  well  as  variety,  the  present  offering  is  quite  important.  A 
truly  pleasing  piece  in  every  respect. 


For  1805  there  were  just  three  die  combinations  made,  S-267,  268,  and 
269,  the  first  and  last  of  which  are  relatively  available  in  higher  grades. 

From  the  1964  ANA  Sale,  Federal  Brand  Enterprises,  Lot  105. 


200  1805  Blunt  1.  S-267.  AU-50.  Another  example  of  this  popular 

variety.  Choice  tan  surfaces  with  darker  high  points. 


201  1805  Blunt  1.  S-267.  Net  VF-30;  EF-45  but  finely  porous.  Ma¬ 

hogany  brown. 


202  1806  S-270.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brown  with  a  faint,  even  deep  green 

patina,  particularly  on  the  obverse.  The  only  variety  of  the  date, 
therefore  it  is  in  double  demand— by  date  and  by  variety  collec¬ 
tors.  The  date  is  generally  regarded  as  being  one  of  the  scarcer 
among  the  Draped  Bust  design,  but  it  is  by  no  means  in  a  league 
with  such  classic  rarities  as  the  1799  and  1804. 


203  1806  S-270.  EF-40.  Golden  brown,  free  of  noticeable  marks. 

Another  example  of  this  popular  issue.  Struck  from  clashed 
dies. 


204  1807/6  Overdate.  S-273.  VF-30.  Chocolate  brown,  free  of  all 

but  some  trivial  marks. 

The  Large  Overdate  variety,  with  tops  of  7  in  date  away  from  bust  above. 


Great  Comet  Appears 

1807  “Comet”  Variety 


205  1807  Comet.  S-271.  AU-50  BN  (NGC).  Brown  with  a  trace  of 
light  orange  in  Liberty’s  hair. The  popular  variety  with  a  die 
break,  that  resembles  the  tail  of  a  comet,  in  the  obverse  field 
behind  Miss  Liberty’s  head.  Obverse  die  shows  multiple  clash 
marks. 

In  addition  to  the  “comet”  break  behind  Liberty’s  head,  there  are  two 
thin,  diagonal  lines  in  the  field  in  front  of  her  face. 

The  headline  we  have  assigned  to  this  coin  is  not  original  with  us,  but  was 
used  elsewhere  earlier— exactly  where  we  can’t  recall  (we  shouldn’t  say  this, 
as  we  fully  expect  to  get  a  half  a  dozen  letters  in  the  mail  as  soon  as  the  cata¬ 
logue  appears!).  The  curious  die  break  on  this  variety  has  propelled  it  into 
the  forefront  of  popular  issues,  as  collectors  have  always  liked  pieces  with  a 
“story”  or  some  interesting  connection.  For  the  same  reason  the  die  defect 
that  caused  the  AMERICAI  variety  of  the  1800  silver  dollar  has  given  it  an 
enduring  fame.  And,  we  won’t  go  into  details  about  the  1922  “Plain”  cent. 

One  more  remark:  we  have  always  enjoyed  interesting  names  attached  to 
coins,  such  as  the  Orphan  Annie  dime  (for  the  1844),  the  Little  Princess 
quarter  eagle  (1841),  the  Mouse  variety  cent  (1817),  and,  of  course,  the  won¬ 
derfully  diverse  array  of  nomenclature  assigned  by  Dr.  Edward  Maris  to  the 
cents  dated  1794.  Some  scattered  terms  are  found  in  our  own  era,  such  as 
the  so-called  “Bugs  Bunny”  1955  Franklin  half  dollar  popularized  by  Aubrey 
and  Adeline  Bebee. 

206  1807  Comet.  S-271.  VF-25.  Small  areas  of  red  patina  blend  well 
with  the  dark  brown  surfaces.  Another  example  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  variety  with  an  obverse  die  break  that,  depending  upon 
your  imagination,  appears  as  a  comet,  an  errant  V-2  rocket,  a 
bomb,  or  a  flare. 

207  1807  Large  Fraction.  S-276.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  Deep  tan  sur¬ 
faces.  The  reverse  die  is  rotated  nearly  180°,  a  common  occur¬ 
rence  among  examples  of  this  variety. 

Reverse  die  aligned  360°  (or  0°),  medal  turn.  Sheldon-276  is  nearly  always 
found  with  some  sort  of  reverse  die  rotation  that  is  either  short  of,  or  past, 
the  normal  180°  die  alignment  that  has  been  favored  by  the  U.S.  Mint  for 
two  centuries. 


208  1808  12  Star  variety.  S-277.  EF-40  (PCGS).  First  obverse  star 

is  nearly  absent,  with  just  the  inner  three  points  faintly  visible. 
Weak  also  on  the  reverse  at  ST  of  STATES.  Dark  steel  brown 
surfaces.  Well  struck  and  free  of  noticeable  marks. 

The  first  year  of  large  cent  coinage  to  bear  John  Reich’s  Classic  Head  de¬ 
sign  motif  ( 1808-1814). 
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209  1808  “12  Star”  variety.  S-277.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Another  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  popular  issue.  Lustrous  deep  steel  brown  with 
some  faint  granularity.  First  obverse  star  nearly  fully  struck. 
Terminal  reverse  die  state  with  heavy  cracks  present,  along 
with  a  rim  break  over  ED. 

210  1808  “12  Star”  variety.  S-277.  VF-20.  Glossy  steel  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Yet  another  example.  Many  of  the  early  cents  offered  in 
the  present  sale  have  been  off  the  market  for  one  to  two  gen¬ 
erations  and  present  interesting  purchase  opportunities. 

Uncirculated  1808  Large  Cent 


211  1808  S-278.  MS-60.  A  few  tiny  reverse  spots  are  present,  but 
still  choice  for  the  grade.  Generous  amounts  of  faded  mint  red 
on  both  sides.  An  interesting  early  die  state,  with  stars  1 
through  7  extremely  weak.  The  corresponding  portions  of  the 
reverse  legend  are  also  quite  weak.  The  border  outside  these 
weak  areas,  however,  is  nearly  complete.  A  superb  candidate 
for  a  high-quality  date  or  type  collection. 

S-278  is  the  scarcest  of  the  three  die  varieties  of  the  year. 

212  1808  S-278.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  with  a  hint  of  ma¬ 
hogany  toning.  Terminal  die  state  with  nearly  continuous  ob¬ 
verse  rim  crumbling  from  3:00  to  6:00. 


213  1808  S-279.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Olive-brown  with  traces  of  reddish 

tan.  The  surfaces  are  quite  choice— all  in  all  a  very  desirable 
early  cent. 


Important  1809  S-280  Cent 

Lovely  AU 


214  1809  S-280.  AU-50  BN  (NGC).  Smooth  dark  brown  surfaces 

with  minimal  marks.  The  only  die  variety  of  the  year  and  usu¬ 
ally  found  in  much  lower  grades,  often  with  problems.  The 
present  piece  is  a  truly  lovely  example,  one  that  will  satisfy  the 
connoisseur.  Certainly,  it  is  one  of  the  nicest  to  cross  the  auc¬ 
tion  block  in  recent  times. 


Attractive  1809  Large  Cent 


215  1809  S-280.  EF-40.  Glossy  chocolate  brown  surfaces  free  of  all 

but  the  most  insignificant  marks.  Another  example  of  this 
highly  prized  date,  the  most  elusive  year  among  the  1808-1814 
Classic  Head  issues. 


216 


1809  S-280.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  VF-30  with  a  light  scratch 
above  the  date.  Brown. 


217  1810/9  Overdate.  S-281.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Olive-brown  with  a 

few  light  marks,  mostly  on  the  obverse.  A  popular  issue. 
Overdate  details  are  plain  to  the  unaided  eye. 

VF-20  to  VF-30  represents  a  very  desirable  grade  range  for  the  formation 
of  a  set  of  early  coppers.  The  grade  is  high  enough  to  show  just  about  all  of 
the  details  except  some  of  the  finer,  higher  ones,  yet  low  enough  that 
completion  of  a  date  and  major  variety  set  is  within  the  means  of  collectors 
with  modest  budgets. 


218  1810/9  Overdate.  S-281.  VF-25.  Medium  brown,  a  few  light 

marks  present,  but  choice  for  the  grade  and  type.  Overdate 
details  plain. 
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219  1810  Normal  Date.  S-282.  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  attractive  coin 

with  deep  brown,  slightly  granular  surfaces  and  very  few  dis¬ 
tractions.  A  tiny  rim  nick  is  located  at  8:00  on  the  reverse.  A 
very  desirable  specimen  of  the  variety  and  grade. 


220  1810  Normal  Date.  S-283.  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  Deep  gray-brown 

with  some  faint  porosity,  not  uncommon  for  the  date. 


221 


1810  Normal  Date.  S-284.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Choice, 
dark  tobacco  brown  surfaces  free  of  all  but  a  few  trivial  marks, 
including  minor  marks  on  the  cheek,  which  are  mentioned  for 
accuracy.  T  in  LIBERTY  leans  distinctly  left. 


222  1811/0  Overdate.  S-286.  Rarity-3.  VF-25  BN  (NGC).  Dark  red¬ 

dish  brown  with  a  few  minor  marks.  This  is  an  especially  pleas¬ 
ing  example  of  S-286,  as  most  pieces  of  this  variety  have  dark 
and  often  porous  surfaces. 

Diagnostic  die  line  under  E  of  ONE  on  the  reverse. 

From  the  1964  ANA  sale,  Federal  Brand  Enterprises,  Lot  123. 


223  181 1/0  Overdate.  S-286.  Rarity-3.  VF-20.  A  few  tiny  marks  are 
present  on  glossy  chocolate  brown  surfaces.  Another  above 
average  example  of  this  popular  overdate. 

224  1811/0  Overdate.  S-286.  Rarity-3.  F-15.  Mainly  brown  with 
some  tan  on  the  high  points.  Some  light  pitting  present. 


Attractive  1811  S-287  Cent 


225  1811  Normal  Date.  S-287.  AU-50  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown 

surfaces  free  of  all  but  the  most  trivial  marks.  Choice  for  the 
grade  and  design  type.  Higher  grade  examples  of  this  date  are 
quite  few  and  far  between. 

Diagnostic  die  scratch  from  fifth  star  toward  Liberty’s  nose. 


Another  Desirable  1811  S-287  Cent 


226 


227  1811  Normal  Date.  S-287.  Net  VF-25;  sharpness  of  EF-45  but 

finely  porous.  Deep  steel  brown. 

228  1812  Large  Date.  S-288.  Net  VF-25;  sharpness  of  EF-45  but  po¬ 
rous.  Olive-brown  with  a  few  old  obverse  marks.  A  few  hair 
details  appear  to  have  been  expertly  re-engraved. 

229  1812  Large  Date.  S-289.  Net  VF-20;  EF-40  but  obverse 
scratched  and  with  reverse  graffiti.  Glossy  brown  surfaces. 


1811  Normal  Date.  S-287.  EF-45.  Deep  chocolate  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  few  marks  of  any  size  evident.  A  choice  specimen  for 
the  assigned  grade. 


AU  1813  S-292  Cent 


230  1813  Distant  Star.  S-292.  AU-50  BN  (NGC).  Chocolate  brown, 

a  little  lighter  on  the  high  points.  Strong  design  details  on  each 
side.  A  scarcer  date  among  the  design  type,  despite  the  recent 
appearance  of  several  high-grade  examples. 

Final  obverse  star  farther  from  .S  in  date  than  on  the  other  variety  of  the 
date. 

I'rom  the  1964  ANA  Sale,  Federal  Brand  Enterprises,  l.ot  I2S. 
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231  1813  Distant  Star.  S-292.  VF-30.  Medium  brown.  Pleasing  for 

the  grade  and  type.  Free  of  unsightly  marks. 


232  1813  Close  Star.  S-293.  EF-40.  Chocolate  brown.  Scarcer  than 

its  “Distant  Star”  counterpart. 


233  1814  Crosslet  4.  S-294.  AU-53.  Chocolate  brown  with  some 

underlying  tan  present.  Sharp  and  well  centered.  A  lovely  coin, 
certainly  high  quality  for  the  assigned  grade. 


234  1814  Crosslet  4.  S-294.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Dark  chocolate  brown 
surfaces  with  a  few  trivial  marks,  the  most  notable  being  a 
small  defect  just  over  the  reverse  center  dot.  A  nice  example 
for  the  grade,  an  ideal  type  coin. 

235  1814  Crosslet  4.  S-294.  VF-25.  Chocolate  brown.  A  tiny  ob¬ 
verse  edge  mark  at  2:00,  otherwise  mark-free. 


236  1814  Plain  4.  S-295.  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  and  glossy  with 

golden  iridescence  in  the  recessed  areas  of  the  design.  A  lovely 
example  of  the  Final  date  in  the  Classic  Head  large  cent  series. 
A  faint  die  crack  arcs  from  the  rim  through  the  8  in  the  date, 
and  from  there  across  Miss  Liberty’s  lowest  tress,  into  the 
Field,  and  then  through  the  11th  star  to  the  rim. 


Choice  Mint  State  1814  Cent 
Plain  4;  S-295 


AU  1814  S-295  Cent 
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1814  Plain  4.  S-295.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  light  golden  tan 
surfaces.  A  few  small  marks  are  noted  between  the  head  and 
star  8,  although  these  blend  nicely  with  the  rest  of  the  surface. 
Another  lovely  example  of  the  variety. 

Struck  from  a  very  late  state  of  the  obverse  die;  crumbling  at  Miss 
Liberty’s  chin  gives  a  “bearded"  appearance  to  the  portrait.  The  reverse  has 
a  rim  break  over  D. 


238  1814  Plain  4.  S-295.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Deep  tan,  some  tiny 

patches  of  patina  on  each  side.  Very  late  die  state. 


239  1816  Newcomb-2.  MS-63  RB.  Some  light  flecks  present  on 

both  sides.  From  the  first  year  of  Matron  Head  large  cent  coin¬ 
age  (1816-1835).  Lustrous  with  plenty  of  frosty  mint  red 
present.  Obverse  rim  cuds  from  2:00  to  4:00,  caused  by  die 
crumbling  in  that  area. 

Die  alignment  260°. 


240  1816  N-2.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  light  olive  with  a 

few  trivial  marks.  An  attractive  example  probably  tracing  its 
ancestry  to  the  fantastic  Randall  Hoard. 


241 


1816  N-6.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  chocolate  brown  sur¬ 
faces  display  well  struck  design  motifs.  Early  die  state  with  bold 
obverse  and  reverse  dentilation.  This  offering  is  important  as 
the  N-6  variety  is  not  among  those  believed  to  have  been  found 
in  the  Randall  Hoard. 


242  1816  N-7.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  1  mstrous.  Lovely  dark  tan  with 

some  reddish  orange  in  the  recessed  areas  of  the  obverse  de¬ 
sign.  Another  important  variety  not  associated  with  the 
Randall  Hoard. 

Of  course,  Randall  Hoard  varieties  are  important  in  their  own  t  ight  and 
are  avidly  collected.  It  is  just  that  they  are  more  populous  than  varieties  not 
included  in  this  fantastic  cache. 
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243  1816  N-9.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Iridescent  tan  and  rose 
surfaces  with  lustrous  faded  mint  red.  A  nice  coin  for  the 
grade  with  a  few  minor  surface  marks.  Only  four  or  five  Mint 
State  examples  of  this  variety  are  known. 

244  1817  13  Stars.  N-13.  MS-60  RB.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  A  good 
amount  of  mint  red  still  remains.  Some  obverse  spots  are  seen. 

245  Large  cent  trio,  each  graded  AU-50:  ☆  1817  13  Stars.  N-14  ☆ 
1836  N-3.  Obverse  rim  cud  at  11:00  ☆  1837  Beaded  Hair  Cord. 
N-12.  Rarity-3.  Scratch  near  final  star.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

246  1819/8  Overdate.  N-l.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces  are  very  faintly  porous.  The  first  of  several  overdates  of 
the  Matron  Head  cent  type. 

247  1819/8  Overdate.  N-2.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces  show  some  light  toning  spots  on  the  reverse.  The  field 
below  the  digit  9  is  raised,  a  result  of  the  engraver  attempting 
to  remove  traces  of  the  underlying  8. 

248  1819/8  Overdate.  N-2.  AU-50.  Pleasing,  somewhat  lustrous 
medium  brown  surfaces. 

249  1819  Large  Date.  N-2.  AU-58.  A  few  small  marks  present  on 
glossy  tan  surfaces. 

250  Three  popular  large  cent  varieties:  ☆  1819  Small  Date.  N-8. 
AU-55  ☆  1820  Large  Date.  N-13.  MS-63  BN.  A  few  small  spots 
noted  ☆  1833  Large  Letters.  N-3.  EF-40.  A  nice  group.  (Total: 
3  pieces) 

251  1820/19  Overdate.  N-l.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  light  brown 
surfaces,  nicely  struck  at  the  centers.  A  popular  overdate  in  a 
highly  collectible  grade. 

252  1820/19  Overdate.  N-3.  EF-45.  Glossy  chestnut  brown  on  the 
obverse,  chocolate  brown  on  the  reverse.  A  few  tiny  marks 
present,  a  faint  reverse  scratch  at  ST  of  STATES.  Overdate  de¬ 
tails  plain. 

253  1820  N-13.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lustrous  olive-brown 
surfaces,  choice  for  the  grade.  A  superb  Randall  Hoard  cent. 
Very  sharply  struck  as  are  most  examples  of  this  variety. 


254  1820  N-15.  MS-63  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  deep  brown  (with  a  hint 

of  red)  on  the  obverse,  exactly  the  opposite  toning  circum¬ 
stances  present  on  the  reverse  which  is  nearly  full  red. 

So  doubt  from  the  Randall  Hoard,  although  most  specimens  of  this  date 
were  of  another  variety,  N-13. 


255  1821  N-l.  EF-40.  Some  scattered  marks  are  present  on  glossy 

chocolate  brown  surfaces.  A  popular  low-mintage  date  which 
is  difficult  to  locate  in  higher  grades. 

As  a  date  the  1821  cent  is  considered  to  be  second  scarcest  of  the  Matron 
Head  type,  with  1823  taking  top  honors. 

Lovely  Mint  State  1821  Cent 


256  1821  N-2.  MS-62  RB.  Slightly  reflective  salmon  surfaces  with 
traces  of  pale  blue.  Liberty’s  cheek  has  light  olive  patina.  A  few 
insignificant  spots  are  noted  on  the  obverse,  including  one  in 
the  left  obverse  field,  level  with  Liberty’s  nose  which  serves  as  a 
positive  pedigree  marker. 

This  coin  traces  its  history  to  a  remarkable  group  of  Mint  State  1821  large 
cents  which  surfaced  in  Boston  in  the  early  1980s.  Offered  in  1981  by  New 
England  Rare  Coin  Auctions,  the  group  was  described  as  the  large  cent  “dis¬ 
covery  of  the  year.”  They  had  been  set  aside  160  years  earlier  and  forgotten, 
and  thus  remained  undisturbed,  protecting  their  original  color  and  lustre.” 
This  is  one  of  hundreds  of  “treasures”  recounted  in  American  Coin  Treasures 
and  Hoards,  by  Q.  David  Bowers. 

From  New  England  Rare  Coin  Auctions,  October  1981,  Lot  62. 

257  1822  N-l.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractive  deep  reddish  brown  sur¬ 
faces  mainly  free  of  contact  marks  of  any  size.  Sharp  and  lus¬ 
trous,  choice  for  the  grade.  The  reverse  is  somewhat  reflective. 

258  1822  N-3.  AU-50.  Iridescent  golden  brown  surfaces.  Perhaps 
lightly  cleaned  long  ago. 

259  1822  N-5.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Problem-free  deep  tan  surfaces.  Tiny 
obverse  toning  spot  at  12:00  below  the  seventh  star.  Extensive 
rust  pits  are  visible  on  the  neck  and  covering  the  reverse. 

260  Group  of  middle-date  large  cents:  ☆  1822  N-ll.  VF-35.  Deep 
tan.  A  few  light  marks,  but  still  choice  ☆  1826  N-9.  Rarity-3.  EF- 
45.  Medium  olive-brown  ☆  1830  Large  Letters.  N-l.  EF-40.  Me¬ 
dium  olive-brown  ☆  1836  N-3.  AU-55.  Deep  tan.  Typical  ob¬ 
verse  state  with  cud  at  11:00.  A  nice  group.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


261  1823  Normal  Date.  N-2.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  Medium  tan  sur¬ 

faces  display  a  few  light  marks,  but  the  overall  appearance  is 
strong  for  the  grade.  Scarce  and  elusive,  usually  encountered 
in  lower  grades.  Iypical  die  state  with  minor  obverse  rim 
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crumbling,  less  advanced  than  that  seen  on  the  so-called  1823 
“restrikes”  which  made  use  of  this  obverse  die. 

Among  Matron  Head  cents  the  1823  is  far  and  away  the  most 
elusive  date,  handily  outdistancing  its  nearest  rival,  the  1821. 
Any  1823  cent  graded  above  VF  is  a  highly  important  coin. 

262  1823  Normal  Date.  N-2.  VF-25.  Some  rim  nicks  and  tiny 

bruises  present.  Dark  reddish  brown.  Another  example  of  this 
hard-to-find  date,  a  worthwhile  piece  that  will  be  just  right  for 
a  set  of  cents  at  the  VF  level. 


263  1823  Restrike.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  RB,  prooflike.  Much  mint  red 

is  seen  over  mirrorlike  surfaces.  From  a  late  state  of  the  dies, 
with  two  obverse  cracks  and  rim  crumbling  from  9:00  to  12:00; 
two  strong  cracks  are  present  on  the  reverse  as  well,  along  with 
considerable  evidence  of  die  rust.  High  wire  edge  details  on 
both  sides. 

Struck  during  the  Civil  War  era,  this  variety  is  similar  in  concept  to  the 
1804  “restrike”  arid  was  made  to  create  a  filler  for  collectors.  Coins  from  this 
particular  source  were  included  in  a  number  of  our  sales  in  1997,  are  in  the 
present  1998  sale,  and  will  be  in  more  sales  to  come. 


Desirable  1824/2  N-l  Cent 


264 


1824/2  Overdate.  N-l.  AU-55.  Lustrous  olive-brown  with 
lighter  tan,  the  high  points  gray-black.  A  superb  example 
which  is  generally  found  in  much  lower  grades.  Close  examina¬ 
tion  reveals  the  slightest  trace  of  original  mint  red  along  the 
profile  of  Liberty.  This  particular  example  is  sure  to  attract 
widespread  bidder  interest. 

This  particular  issue  is  a  key  piece  in  any  collection  of  major  varieties 
(dates,  overdates,  and  major  design  changes,  die  blunders,  etc.). 


265  1824/2  Overdate.  N-l.  AU-50.  Lustrous  dark  brown  surfaces 

with  a  short  scratch  near  star  5  representing  the  only  notable 
defect.  The  opportunity  to  bid  on  two  high-quality  examples  of 
this  variety  is  a  highly  unusual  occurrence.  Any  1824-dated 
large  cent  in  high  grade  is  scarce. 
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Large  cent  selection:  ☆  1824/2  Overdate.  N-1.  VF-20.  Reverse 
patina  1839  Silly  Head.  N-4.  AU-50.  A  tiny  rim  bruise 
1844/81  Overdate.  N-2.  VF-20.  44  in  date  punched  over  in¬ 
verted  18  ☆  1847  N-26.  AU-50  ☆  1851/81  “Overdate.”  N-3  (2). 
AU-58,  and  EF-40.  Similar  “Overdate”  details  as  the  1844/81 
i?  1851  N-10.  AU-50  1855  Knob  on  Ear.  N-9.  AU-50,  whizzed 

long  ago.  (Total:  8  pieces) 


267  1824  Normal  Date.  N-4.  EF-40.  A  rare  date  in  higher  grades, 

more  so  than  generally  appreciated  (just  try  to  find  one!).  The 
present  piece  was  cleaned  long  ago,  but  even  so  the  interven¬ 
ing  years  have  been  kind,  and  it  is  nicely  retoned.  Some  granu¬ 
lar  patina  is  seen  at  stars  4  through  6  on  the  obverse.  Very 
slightly  bent,  as  well. 


268  1825  N-l.  Rarity-4.  AU-50  BN  (NGC).  A  deep  olive-tan  speci¬ 
men,  quite  possibly  a  Condition  Census  candidate.  Very  pleas¬ 
ing  surfaces. 

269  1825  N-9.  EF-40.  Dark  brown  verging  on  black  with  lighter 
high  points. 


270  1826  Normal  Date.  N-4.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  bluish 
steel  toning  with  traces  of  faded  red  around  the  borders,  the 
reverse  lighter  olive-brown.  Sharply  struck  and  well  centered. 
Probably  among  the  top  dozen  known  for  this  variety. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  6  finer  (MS-64  BN  finest). 

The  populations  given  for  large  cents  are  for  the  date  as  a  whole,  not  for 
the  individual  varieties  of  the  date.  Until  just  recently,  the  major  third-party 
grading  services  did  not  normally  place  die  variety  information  on  their 
holders. 

271  1826  Normal  Date.  N-4.  AU-58.  Glossy  tan  with  some  darker 
brown  on  the  obverse  at  Liberty’s  portrait. 

272  1827  N-6.  Rarity-3.  AU-58.  Tan  with  a  touch  of  deeper  brown 
on  the  high  points.  Scarce  this  nice. 
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Condition  Census  1827  N-8  Cent 

Possibly  Finest  Known 


273  1827  N-8.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  tan  with  a 
splash  of  rose  on  each  side.  LIBERTY  boldly  repunched  on 
Miss  Liberty’s  coronet.  A  very  pleasing  coin  in  every  respect. 
This  may  be  the  finest  known  and  is  certainly  within  the  top  six 
for  the  variety.  Late  die  state  with  a  prominent  die  crack 
through  the  first  three  stars. 

NGC  Population:  3;  3  finer  (MS-65  BN  finest).  Such  population  reports  do 
not  reflect  varieties  within  a  date  but  simply  the  year  of  the  coin. 

It  is  our  opinion  that  1998  will  see  a  great  surge  in  widespread  interest  in 
die  varieties  in  just  about  all  series.  The  groundwork  was  laid  in  Walter 
Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  published  in  1988, 
which  achieved  a  very  wide  circulation  (our  firm  alone  sold  over  10,000  cop¬ 
ies!).  Since  that  time,  older  texts  on  die  varieties  have  been  dusted  off  and 
re-examined,  and  many  important  new  works  have  been  published  or  are  in 
the  pipeline. 

274  1828  Large  Date.  N-8.  Rarity-3+.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU- 
50  or  finer,  with  light  uniform  porosity  present.  Scarce. 

275  1829  Large  Letters.  N-6.  EF-40.  Medium  brown;  quite  nice  for 
the  grade. 

276  1830  Large  Letters.  N-4.  AU-50.  Faint  porosity  in  places  on  the 
obverse,  areas  of  darkness  on  the  reverse. 

277  1831  Large  Letters.  N-7.  AU-50,  cleaned  long  ago.  Sharp  details. 

278  1832  Large  Letters.  N-3.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satin 
brown  obverse  with  splashes  of  blue  iridescence.  The  reverse  is 
primarily  red.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date. 

The  reverse  is  rotated  30°  clockwise. 

279  1832  Large  Letters.  N-3.  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous  dark  tan  with  a 
few  trivial  surface  abrasions.  Minute  traces  of  a  planchet  clip 
are  visible  at  5:00.  Double  profile. 

280  Pair  of  large  cents:  ☆  1833  N-2.  AU-58.  Glossy  tan  ☆  1855  N-4. 
Upright  5s.  AU-55.  Brown  with  blue  highlights.  A  nice  pair. 
(Total:  2  pieces) 

281  1834  Small  Date,  Large  Stars,  Medium  Letters.  N-l.  MS-60  BN. 
Glossy  reddish  brown.  Some  faint  reverse  spots  are  present. 

282  1835  Small  8,  Small  Stars.  N-3.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Cleaned  long  ago. 

283  1836  N-3.  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  medium  brown.  Obverse  rim 
cud  at  1 1:00. 

284  Large  cent  quartette:  ☆  1837  Plain  Hair  Cord,  Medium  Let¬ 
ters.  N-4.  AU-55  ☆  1838  N-10.  AU-50  ☆  1839  Booby  Head.  N- 
5.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  ☆  1840  Large  Date.  N-5.  AU-50.  A  nice 
group.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

285  1837  Plain  Hair  Cord,  Medium  Letters.  N-7.  MS-65  BN 

(NGC).  Lustrous.  Iridescent  rose  and  sky  blue  on  satiny  tan 
surfaces.  Much  original  mint  red  can  still  be  discerned  in  the 
recessed  areas. 

286 
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287  1838  N-1.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Glossy  deep  tan  surfaces.  Well 
struck  save  for  a  few  upper  stars  on  the  obverse. 

288  1838  N-5.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Satiny  surfaces  exhibit 
a  warm  rose  glow. 


289  1839/6  Overdate.  N-l.  Rarity-3.  F-15.  Medium  brown.  Some 
light,  scattered  marks.  Overdate  details  plain  under  low  magni¬ 
fication.  A  classic  rarity,  landmark  among  later  date  cents.  Al¬ 
ways  in  demand. 

Curiously,  Howard  R.  Newcomb  thought  this  to  be  a  die  break,  not  an 
overdate,  apparendy  overlooking  the  fact  that  it  has  plain  hair  cords,  typical 
of  1836  obverses.  Although  a  few  high-grade  examples  are  known  of  the 
1839/6,  the  vast  majority  of  examples  cluster  at  lower  levels,  from  Good 
through  Fine. 

290  1839/6  Overdate.  N-1.  Rarity-3.  VG-10  BN  (NGC).  Another 
example  of  this  scarce  and  highly  desired  issue. 


291  1839  Silly  Head.  N-9.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  A  sharp 

and  lovely  example  of  the  variety. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  2  finer  (MS-66  BN  finest). 

We  have  wondered  aloud  (in  print,  that  is)  where  such  terms  as  Silly  Head 
and  Booby  Head  were  first  used  in  American  numismatics.  They  were  known 
to  numismatists  of  the  1850s,  and  perhaps  earlier.  If  a  reader  would  care  to 
furnish  a  definitive  article  on  this  and  other  popular  terms,  even  bringing  in 
the  well-known  story  of  Dr.  Edward  Maris  and  the  1794  cents,  we  would  con¬ 
sider  purchasing  it  and  running  it  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 

In  the  editor’s  research  last  year  for  a  forthcoming  book  on  early  dealer 
Augustus  B.  Sage  we  learned  that  much  serious  numismatic  information 
appeared  in  popular  publicadons  in  the  1850s,  in  an  era  before  dealers  or 
societies  published  numismatic  journals.  The  forthcoming  Sage  book  will 
have  much  from  the  New-York  Dispatch.  During  the  1850s,  Jeremiah  Colburn 
apparently  wrote  many  fine  things  for  the  Boston  Transcript  and  perhaps 
other  Boston  newspapers  contained  valuable  information.  The  Massachu¬ 
setts  Historical  Society,  to  name  one  source,  has  a  rich  file  of  such  material, 
and  it  certainly  would  be  a  productive  exercise  for  someone  to  delve  into  it. 
Much  of  the  modern  large  cent  research  done  by  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon 
and,  later,  Walter  Breen,  concentrated  on  auction  appearances  of  cents, 
particularly  from  about  the  1870s  onward.  Virtually  nothing  was  done  with 
earlier  material.  Even  the  memorable  opus  by  Montroville  W.  Dickeson, 
American  Numismatical  Manual,  has  been  more  or  less  overlooked  by  current 
large  cent  enthusiasts-despite  the  fact  that  it  contains  much  highly  readable 
and  quite  useful  information. 


292  1840  Small  Date.  N-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lust  rous  medium 

brown  surfaces  with  generous  amounts  of  red  on  both  sides, 
fhe  lower  left  curve  of  the  8  is  repunched.  A  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus  example,  or  certainly  very  near  that  level. 


1837  Plain  Hair  Cords.  N-16.  High  Rarity-3.  MS-65  BN 

(NGC).  Lustrous  tan  surfaces  display  warm  rose  lustre.  Moder¬ 
ately  scarce. 
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293  1841  N-6.  MS-62  RB.  Lustrous  with  more  red  on  the  reverse. 

Horizontal  die  lines  behind  Miss  Liberty’s  eye,  vertical  die 
lines  behind  her  neck. 


297  Late-date  large  cent  trio:  ☆  1 846  Small  Date.  N-8.  MS-63  RB  ☆ 
1855  Upright  5s.  N-3.  MS-63  BN  ☆  1855  Upright  5s.  N-4.  MS- 
64  RB.  Some  tiny  flecks  are  present.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


294  1842  Large  Date.  N-8.  MS-66  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  tan  sur¬ 
faces  display  splashes  of  mint  red  in  the  recessed  areas  of  the 
design.  Sharply  struck  in  all  areas.  The  finest  example  of  the 
date  certified  by  PCGS  in  any  color  designation. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

No  1842  large  cents  have  been  graded  MS-66  BN  or  MS-66  RD  by  PCGS. 

295  Five  early-date  Braided  Hair  large  cents:  ☆  1842  Large  Date. 
N-8.  AU-50,  cleaned  long  ago,  now  retoning  ☆  1843  Petite 
Head,  Small  Letters.  N-2.  AU-50  ☆  1844  N-5.  AU-50.  First  4  in 
date  repunched  ☆  1845  N-l.  EF-45  ☆  1846  Medium  Date.  N- 
11.  EF-45.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


Proof  1843  Large  Cent  Rarity 

Proof  Only  Newcomb-14 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

296  1843  Obverse  and  Reverse  of  1842.  N-14.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-63 

RB.  Lustrous  orange-red  with  some  light  violet  spots  on  each 
side.  The  mirrored  fields  and  frosted  devices  form  a  pleasing 
cameo  contrast.  One  of  an  estimated  20  or  so  Proofs  of  this 
date  currently  known.  Some  minute  scratches  can  be  seen 
near  the  11th  star  on  the  obverse,  perhaps  an  old  attempt  to 
remove  a  spot. 

In  1843  ihe  issuance  of  Proofs  was  sporadic.  Apparently,  pieces  were 
made  up  from  time  to  time  during  a  given  year,  upon  request  from  local 
numismatists,  or  for  inclusion  in  sets  for  presentation  to  dignitaries.  Not  all 
pieces  were  issued  in  sets;  seemingly,  numismatists  could  order  favorite  de¬ 
nominations.  No  doubt  the  total  production  of  1843  Proof  cents  amounted 
to  fewer  than  50  coins. 


298  1847  N-7.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  A  lovely,  frosty  gem  with  subdued 

orange-red  fields  and  light  violet  high  points.  Late  die  state 
with  two  connected  rim  breaks  below  star  1  and  the  date.  This 
example  is  among  the  finest  of  just  a  few  known  with  these  rim 
breaks.  We  expect  considerable  attention  from  the  specialist. 
A  memorable  example  of  the  1847  N-7,  a  piece  worthy  of 
strong  bidding  competition. 

NGC  Population:  6;  3  finer  (MS-65  RB  finest). 


299  1847  N-l  1.  Rarity-4-.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown  with  pale  blue  highlights.  An  extremely  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  scarce  variety.  No  doubt  this  is  one  of  the  very 
finest  in  existence,  possibly  the  second  or  third  finest  known. 

NGC  Population:  6;  3  finer  (MS-65  RB  finest).  We  reiterate  that  popula¬ 
tion  reports  deal  with  dates,  not  varieties,  and  are  not  necessarily  relevant  to 
the  offering  of  a  piece  such  as  this. 


300  1847  N-20.  Rarity-4-.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Satiny  brown  with 

faded  red,  mainly  on  the  reverse.  A  sharply  struck  example. 
NGC  Population:  11;  1  finer  (MS-66  BN). 


301  1847/7  Large  7  Over  Small  7.  N-31.  Rarity-5.  AU-58.  Traces 
of  red  in  the  recessed  areas.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  example  of 
this  scarce  variety  with  7  over  small  7  in  the  date  (the  top  of  the 
4  is  also  lightly  repunched  on  this  variety). 

Three  Newcomb  varieties  (N-2,  N-18,  and  N-31)  comprise  the  recut  date 
varieties  known  as  “7  over  small  7.”  Of  these,  N-2  is  relatively  common  while 
N-18  and  N-31  are  each  listed  as  Rarity-5.  Less  than  10  full  Mint  Slate  ex¬ 
amples  are  known  of  all  three  varieties  as  a  group. 

302  Nine  Braided  Hair  large  cents:  ☆  1 848  N-3 1 .  AU-50  ☆  1 850  N- 
7.  Rarity-3.  MS-63.  Brown  ☆  1851  N-23.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  ☆ 
1852  N-20.  Rarity-3.  AU-55  ☆  1853  N-28.  Rarity-4.  AU-50  ☆ 
1854  N-3.  AU-58  ☆  1855  Upright  5s.  N-7.  AU-50  ☆  1856  Up¬ 
right  5.  N-10.  AU-50,  whizzed  ☆  1857  Small  Date.  N-4.  MS-60, 
light  vertical  obverse  scratch  behind  Liberty’s  head.  Final  year 
of  large  cent  coinage.  (Total:  0  pieces) 
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303  1849  N-17.  Rarity-4.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  satiny  gem  with 
warm  red  highlights  in  the  protected  areas  of  the  design. 
Scarce.  Among  the  top  dozen  finest  known  of  this  variety. 

NGC  Population:  7;  1  finer  (MS-66  BN). 

304  1849  N-20.  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  tan  with  a  hint  of  red  in  the 
recessed  areas  of  the  design. 


305  1851  N-6.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  A  satiny,  iridescent  brown  gem 
with  faint  traces  of  faded  red  on  the  reverse.  Among  the  finest 
known  of  this  variety. 

306  1851  N-15.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  pale  red  surfaces.  A 
scarce  variety.  One  tiny  fleck  is  present  on  the  reverse. 

307  1852  N-12.  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  surfaces  with  substantial  red 
remaining.  A  thin  scratch  is  noted  in  the  obverse  field. 

308  1852  N-15.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  very  attrac¬ 
tive.  Medium  brown  surfaces  are  nicely  blended  with  substan¬ 
tial  traces  of  mint  red.  A  few  minor  toning  spots  are  present 
on  the  obverse  while  the  reverse  is  virtually  pristine.  Among 
the  finest  known  with  just  10  or  so  Mint  State  examples  cur¬ 
rently  identified,  most  of  those  in  the  MS-60  to  MS-61  range. 


309  1853  N-8.  Rarity-3.  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem,  well 
struck  save  for  a  few  obverse  stars.  Generous  amounts  of  red 
on  both  sides.  Quite  possibly  the  finest  known  for  the  variety. 
A  splendid  piece  that  will  form  a  focal  point  for  members  of 
the  increasing  community  of  specialists  interested  in  high- 
grade  late-date  cents. 

NGC  Population:  15;  none  finer. 

310  1853  N-14.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  brown  with  traces 
of  original  red.  Sharply  struck. 

31  I  1853  N-17.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem,  quite  sharply 
struck.  Nearly  full  red  save  for  some  slight  darkening  on  the 
high  points.  One  of  the  highlights  of  the  present  offering. 

312  1853  N-23.  Rarity-4.  MS-60  RB.  Mainly  lustrous  red  surfaces 

with  some  brown  present  in  the  fields.  A  scarce  variety  in  Mint 
State. 


313  1854  N-ll.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  A  satiny  beauty. 
Warm  rose-red  surfaces  fading  to  darker  reddish  brown  on  the 
reverse.  A  few  dark  toning  spots  are  noted. 

314  1854  N-12.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  Sharp  central 
design  details  with  slight  peripheral  weakness. 


Choice  Proof  1855  Large  Cent 

Newcomb- 10 


315  1855  Slanting  5s.  N-10.  Rarity-5.  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS).  Deep 

orange-red  with  an  overlying  hint  of  violet.  Surfaces  more  sat¬ 
iny  than  mirrorlike.  Rare;  one  of  35  or  so  Proofs  known  from 
these  dies. 

By  1855  the  number  of  numismatists  desiring  Proof  cents  had  increased 
measurably.  We  estimate  that  perhaps  100  or  more  pieces  were  struck  bear¬ 
ing  this  date.  Some  may  have  been  struck  a  year  or  two  later  as  well,  for  be¬ 
ginning  in  1857  there  was  a  flood  tide  of  demand  for  old  copper  cents. 


316  1857  Large  Date.  N-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous.  The  final 
date  of  the  venerable  large  cent  series. 

317  1857  Large  Date.  N-1.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Deep  olive-tan. 

318  1857  Small  Date.  N-2.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  An  even  blend  of  red 
and  olive  on  lustrous  surfaces. 

Small  Cents 

Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents  have  been  front  row  center  in 
the  past  several  years.  With  this  in  mind  we  present  an  espe¬ 
cially  nice  selection  to  what  will  certainly  be  a  wide  circle  of 
enthusiastic  bidders.  Scarce  and  rare  issues  are  represented, 
including  multiple  specimens  of  the  important  1877,  and  a 
number  of  low-mintage,  but  inexpensive  Proofs.  Lincoln  cents, 
likewise,  include  many  delectable  offerings.  As  connoisseurs 
are  coming  to  appreciate,  certain  “common”  issues  can  be 
quite  elusive  in  choice  Mint  State. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1857  Flying  Eagle  1£ 


319  1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosty,  lustrous  example 

of  our  nation’s  first  regular-issue  small  cent  coinage.  Well 
struck  save  for  a  touch  of  weakness  at  ATE  of  STATES  and  at 
the  first  A  in  AM  ERIC  \ 

New  cents  of  the  copper-nickel  alloy  and  Flying  Eagle  design  were  lust  <iis 
tributed  to  the  general  public  on  May  25,  1857.  Within  a  lew  years,  the  old 
copper  “large”  cents  had  been  nearly  completely  displaced  by  the  newcom¬ 
ers.  Recently  we  encountered  an  interesting  article  from  1870  concerning 
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the  availability,  or  lack  thereof,  of  copper  large  cents  13  years  after  they  had 
been  discontinued.  Modem  editorial  comments  have  been  added,  and  the 
feature  will  see  print  sometime  in  the  next  few  months— in  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  or  The  Coin  Collector. 


320  1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64.  Sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous. 
Some  light  reverse  flecks  noted. 

321  1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-63.  Lustrous.  Rich  golden  toning. 

322  Selection  of  small  cents:  Flying  Eagles:  ☆  1857  AU-50,  cleaned 
☆  1858  Large  Letters.  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆  1858  Small  Letters. 
AU-50,  cleaned.  Indians:  ☆  1859  AU-50  ☆  1860  AU-58  ☆  1861 
AU-50  ☆  1862  AU-50  ☆  1863  AU-50  ☆  1864  copper-nickel. 
AU-50  ☆  1864  bronze.  AU-50  ☆  1865  Fancy  5.  AU-55  ☆  1867 
AU-50,  cleaned.  Top  of  7  shows  minute  repunching  ☆  1873 
Open  3.  MS-60  ☆  1874  AU-50  ☆  1875  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆  1876 
AU-55  ☆  1878  MS-60  ☆  1908-S  AU-55  ☆  1909-S  AU-55. 
Housed  in  a  custom  Dansco  album.  (Total:  19  pieces) 


323  1858  Small  Letters.  Snow-1.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  example 

with  reflective  light  gold  toning  and  full,  crisp  design  detail. 
Very  slight  repunching  is  noted  at  the  very  top  of  the  digit  1, 
equivalent  to  the  Snow-1  variety  which  is  described  as  rare. 
The  top  of  the  first  8  in  the  date  shows  very  minute  recutting 
as  well.  A  coin  for  the  specialist. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1859  Indian  Cent 


324  1859  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny,  lustrous  gem  from  the  first  year 
of  Indian  cent  coinage.  Top  of  8  in  date  open. 

A  one-year-only  design  type,  with  an  unadorned  laurel  wreath  on  the  re¬ 
verse  (in  1860,  the  wreath  was  changed  to  oak,  and  a  shield  was  added  at  the 
top  of  the  wreath;  this  design  remained  in  use  through  the  demise  of  the 
series  in  1909). 

325  Trio  of  copper-nickel  issues:  ☆  1859  AU-58  ☆  1863  MS-63  ☆ 
1864  AU-58.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

326  1862  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous  golden  specimen. 
Sharply  struck  for  the  date. 

327  1862  MS-64.  Fully  brilliant,  highly  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck. 
Die  crack  present  on  right  side  of  reverse. 

328  1862  MS-64.  Rich  golden  highlights  on  lustrous  surfaces. 

329  Pair  of  small  cent  issues:  ☆  1862  MS-63  ☆  1909-S  Lincoln.  MS- 
64  Rl).  (Total:  2  pieces) 


330  Copper-nickel  Indian  cent  duo:  ☆  1862  MS-62.  Lustrous,  tiny 
flecks  is  1864  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous.  The  final  year  of  copper- 
nickel  Indian  cent  coinage.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

331  Certified  Indian  cent  trio:  ☆  1863  MS-63  (NGC)  ☆  1882  MS-64 
BN  (PCGS)  is  1885  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  (Total:  3  pieces) 

332  Indian  cent  selection:  ☆  1863  MS-62  ☆  1865  Plain  5.  Proof-64 
BN  ☆  1901  Proof-60  BN  ☆  1909  MS-60  RB.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

333  1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous;  a  pleasing  blend  of 
red  and  brown.  Our  nation’s  first  bronze  small  cent  issue. 

334  1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RB.  A  lustrous  gem. 


335  1869/69  Repunched  Date.  Snow-3.  MS-65  RB.  A  satiny  gem 

with  strong  cartwheel  lustre  on  warm,  fiery  red  surfaces. 
Repunching  plain  at  both  numerals  6  and  9. 

Lovely  1869  Indian  Cent 


336  1869  Normal  Date.  MS-66  (NGC).  Virtually  full  red  and  quite 
rare  as  such.  Sharply  struck  and  well  centered  with  pristine  sur¬ 
faces.  This  is  one  of  the  nicest  1869  Indian  cents  we  have  of¬ 
fered  recently,  perhaps  ever!  From  clashed  dies  with  a  promi¬ 
nent  bulge  at  the  top  of  the  obverse,  above  the  first  three 
feathers. 

337  1873  Closed  3.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  wood  grain  sur¬ 
faces.  A  gem. 

338  Quartette  of  bronze  examples^  1873  Open  3.  AU-58  ☆  1898 
Proof-63  RB  ☆  1901  Proof-60  ☆  1903  MS-64  RD.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 


Lovely  Mint  State  1877  Indian  Cent 

MS-64  RB 


339  1877  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  with  equal  amounts 

of  red  and  brown  smoothly  blended  on  each  side.  The  key  to 
the  Indian  cent  series,  particularly  in  gem  Mint  State.  A  prize 
for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist.  We  expect  many  bids! 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1877  Cent 


340  1877  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  hint  more  brown 

than  red.  Another  highly  desirable  example  of  this  landmark 
Indian  cent  date. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1877  Indian  Cent 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

341  1877  MS-63  RB.  Plenty  of  subdued  red  on  lustrous  surfaces.  A 

delightful  example  of  the  key  date  in  the  series  (1859-1909).  A 
diligent  search  reveals  a  few  tiny  marks,  but  the  coin  is  still 
choice  for  the  grade. 


Desirable  Key  Date  1877  Cent 


342 


1877  AU-55  BN  (PCGS).  A  lovely  chocolate  brown  example, 
basically  free  of  unsightly  marks.  A  nice  coin  for  the  grade. 


343  1877  AU-55.  Possibly  cleaned  long  ago,  now  retoned  in  tan 

and  red.  An  important  key  date  in  the  small  cent  series  (1856- 
present).  Seemingly  a  circulation  strike  made  from  Proof  dies, 
with  bottom  of  N  in  ONE  and  top  of  N  in  CENT  sharp  and 
fully  raised. 

Most  business  strike  1877  Indian  cents  have  the  letter  N  in  ONE  on  the  re¬ 
verse  (weak  at  the  bottom),  and  have  the  top  of  the  N  (CENT)  also  weak.  Some 
business  strikes  have  strong  features  and  are  believed  to  have  been  made  from 
Proof  dies  of  the  year,  the  presently  offered  piece  being  one  of  these. 


344  1877  G-6.  Medium  brown.  Partial  LIBERTY  present. 

345  1877  G-5.  Worn,  but  free  of  major  marks. 


348  Proof  Indian  cent  group:  ☆  1879  Proof-65  RB  ☆  1880  Proof- 
65  BN  ☆  1882  Proof-64  BN  ☆  1883  Proof-64  RB  ☆  1884  Proof- 
63  BN.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


349  1880  Proof-66  RB.  A  lovely  gem  with  blazing  red-orange  sur¬ 
faces. 

350  A  half  dozen  Proof  Indian  cents:  ☆  1882  Proof-63  BN  ☆  1887 
Proof-64  BN  ☆  1891  Proof-63  RB  ☆  1892  Proof-64  RB  ☆  1896 
Proof-64  RB  ☆  1904  Proof-63  RB.  A  nice  group.  (Total:  6 
pieces) 

351  Indian  cent  duo,  both  graded  Proof-65  RB:  ☆  1883  ☆  1902. 
(Total:  2  pieces) 

352  Proof  Indian  cents:  ☆  1886  Type  I.  Proof-65  BN  ☆  1908  Proof- 
65  RB.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

The  obverse  design  of  the  Indian  cent  was  altered  slightly  in  1886.  On  the 
first  (and  original  style)  die,  the  final  feather  in  the  Indian’s  headdress 
points  between  the  I  and  C  of  AMERICA.  On  the  Type  II  die,  the  same 
feather  points  between  the  C  and  A  of  AMERICA. 


353  1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous  subdued  red  sur¬ 
faces  exhibit  a  prooflike  quality.  Scarcer  than  its  Type  I  coun¬ 
terpart.  Well  struck  for  the  date. 

This  and  the  following  1886  Type  II  Indian  cents  are  from  a  mini-hoard  of 
the  date,  the  history  of  which  was  outlined  in  the  best-selling  book  American 
Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards,  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  It  seems  that  in  June  1994,  a 
flea  market  coin  dealer  in  Southbury,  Connecticut  was  approached  by  a  lo¬ 
cal  farmer  who  handed  the  dealer  an  Indian  cent.  The  farmer  told  him  it 
was  dated  1884,  and  that  he  had  found  32  of  the  cents,  all  with  the  same 
date,  in  a  glass  jar  he  dug  up  on  his  farm.  Along  with  the  cents  were  nine 
“new  1883  V  nickels”  and  two  silver  dollars,  both  with  CC  mintmarks.  A  few 
weeks  later  the  farmer  returned  to  the  flea  market  with  his  hoard  of  cents. 
This  time  the  dealer  took  a  closer  look  at  the  Indian  cents  and  found  that 
they  were  dated  1886,  not  1884.  On  top  of  that,  they  were  all  Type  II.  Need¬ 
less  to  say,  the  dealer  made  an  immediate  offer  on  the  Indian  cents,  and  the 
deal  was  done.  What  happened  to  the  nickels  and  the  silver  dollars?  The 
farmer’s  wife  sold  the  nickels  to  the  local  television  cable  repairman  for  an 
undisclosed  price  before  the  farmer  returned  to  the  flea  market,  while  the 
silver  dollars  turned  out  to  be  trade  dollars  (dates  not  recorded).  Their  fate 
is  unknown. 

354  1886  Type  II.  MS-63  RB  (ANACS).  Mostly  red.  Typical  strike 
for  the  date. 

This  date  is  frequently  found  lightly  struck,  particularly  at  the  date  and  in 
the  bust  details  immediately  above. 

355  1886  Type  II.  MS-63  RB  (ANACS).  Red  with  attractive  violet 
toning  on  the  high  points.  Average  strike. 

356  1886  Type  II.  MS-63  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous,  mostly  red.  Typi¬ 
cal  strike. 

357  1886  Type  II.  MS-63  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous.  Average  strike. 


346  1877  G-4.  A  nice  example  for  the  grade. 


347 
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358  1886  Type  II.  MS-63  RB  (ANACS).  Subdued  red  with  attractive 
violet  highlights.  Well  struck  for  the  date. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  in  the  context  of  “common  date"  Indian  cents  from 
the  Philadelphia  Mint,  1879-1909,  the  1886  is  among  the  top  several  scarcest 
dates.  The  little  mini-group  offered  sequentially  here  is  of  interest  to  anyone 
desiring  an  example.  Our  One  Lot  Only  option,  discussed  under  our  Terms 
of  Sale,  offers  you  the  chance  to  bid  on  several  different  pieces  but  be  as¬ 
sured  of  winning  no  more  than  one. 

359  1886  Type  II.  MS-63  RB  (ANACS).  Warm  red  and  brown 
prooflike  surfaces. 

360  Quartette  of  PCI-certified  1886  Type  II  Indian  cents:  ☆  MS- 

62.  “90%  Red”  (2)  ☆  MS-61.  “75%  Red”  ☆  MS-60.  “75%  Red.” 
All  show  average  strike  for  the  date.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

361  A  half  dozen  1886  Type  II  Indian  cents:  ☆  MS-62  RB  ☆  MS-60 
RB  (5).  All  show  a  typical  strike  for  the  date,  and  some  have 
light  flecks.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

362  Five  1886  Type  II  Indian  cents:  ☆  MS-62  RB  (2)  ☆  MS-61  RB 
(2)  ☆  MS-60  RB.  All  exhibit  a  typical  strike  for  the  date,  some 
show  light  flecks.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

363  1886  Type  II.  MS-61  RB  (PCI).  Lustrous  subdued  red  surfaces. 
Holder  marked  “75%  Red.”  Nicely  struck  for  the  date. 

364  1892  Proof-65  RD.  Lustrous  high  points  just  beginning  to 
deepen  in  color. 


365  1897  Proof-65  RD.  A  lovely  red  gem  with  cameo  obverse  fea¬ 
tures.  A  few  tiny  flecks  visible  under  low  magnification. 

The  discerning  buyer  would  do  well  to  check  the  Proof  mintage  figures 
for  Indian  cents  of  the  1890s  and  early  1900s.  These  figures  in  nearly  all  in¬ 
stances  are  much  less  than  the  quantities  made  in  the  1880s.  And  yet,  cur¬ 
rent  market  values  tend  to  price  all  later-date  Indian  cents  as  “type,”  without 
regard  to  the  scarcity  or  availability  of  individual  dates.  We  believe  that 
there  are  many  opportunities  to  acquire  some  of  these  later  pieces  at  very 
reasonable  prices. 

366  1899  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Variegated  toning  on  lustrous,  re¬ 
flective  surfaces. 

The  mintage  was  only  2,031  pieces,  of  which  probably  no  more  than  half 
survive  today.  A  valuable  adjunct  to  the  appreciation  and  enjoyment  of  such 
coins,  as  well  as  others  in  the  series,  is  the  award-winning  book  by  Q.  David 
Bowers,  A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast's  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  541 
pages,  illustrated,  available  from  our  Publications  Department  for  $45. 
Please  order  separately  from  your  bid  sheet. 

367  1903  Proof-65  RB  (Hallmark).  Mainly  red. 

368  1905  Proof-65  RB.  Iridescent  violet  and  blue  highlights  on 
golden  brown  surfaces. 

Only  2,152  Proofs  were  minted  this  year,  of  which  no  more  than  a  third 
can  exist  today  in  a  grade  to  equal  or  even  nearly  equal  this  piece. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

369  Group  of  gem  Lincoln  cents,  all  certified  MS-66  RD  by  PCGS: 

☆  1909  V.D.B.  ☆  1909  ☆  1910  ☆  1916  ☆  1919  ☆  1925  ☆  1926 

☆  1928  ☆  1930-D  ☆  1933-D.  A  nice  group.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

370  Certified  Lincoln  cents:  ☆  1909  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS)  ☆ 
1941  MS-66  RD  (Hallmark)  ☆  1943  steel.  MS-65  (Hallmark)  ☆ 
1943-S  steel.  MS-67  (NGC)  (2)  ☆  1944-D  MS-66  RD  (Hallmark). 
(Total:  6  pieces) 


371  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD.  Lovely  full  red  with  a  few  minor  car¬ 
bon  spots.  This  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  popular  coins  is¬ 
sued  during  the  past  century. 

372  1909-S  V.D.B.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  deep  tan  surfaces  free 
of  major  marks.  The  low-mintage  key  to  the  Lincoln  cent  series 
(1909-present). 

373  1909-S  V.D.B.  Value  of  VF-20,  but  more  expansively  and  accu¬ 
rately  described  as  EF-40,  cleaned.  Unnatural  red  brightness 
naturally  mellowing. 

Superb  Proof  1909  Lincoln  Cent 

None  Certified  Finer  By  NGC 


374  1909  Proof-66  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  red  surfaces.  A 
lovely  Matte  Proof  example  of  the  second  type  struck  (the 
1909  V.D.B.  type  was  the  first)  in  the  first  year  of  the  Lincoln 
cent  series.  From  a  Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  2,198  coins. 
Virtually  unimprovable. 

NGC  Population:  12;  none  finer. 

Albrecht  1-A. 

375  Desirable  early  Lincoln  cent  group  from  the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  High  grades  prevail:  ☆  1909-S  MS-64  RD  ☆  191 1  -S  MS- 

64  RD  ☆  1912-S  MS-64  RB  ☆  1915-S  MS-63  RD  ☆  1916-S  MS- 

65  RB  ☆  1918-S  MS-64  RB.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

376  1910-S  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces.  A  popular 
branch  mint  issue. 

NGC  Population:  25;  1  finer  (MS-67). 

By  1910  the  novelty  of  the  Lincoln  cent  had  faded  in  the  view  of  the 
American  public,  and  far  fewer  Mint  State  pieces  were  saved  in  comparison 
to  those  set  aside  in  1909.  Although  with  a  brilliant  red  finish  a  Mint  State 
1910-S  cent  cannot  be  deemed  a  rarity,  still  in  relation  to  the  widespread 
demand  for  them  they  are  not  easy  to  find. 

377  1912  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem,  and  nearly  as  fine  as 
they  come  for  the  date. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1  finer  (MS-67). 

378  1912-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Tiny  toning  spots  on 
both  sides  which,  we  presume,  are  acceptable  at  this  grade 
level. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  2  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

379  Desirable  group  of  MS  Red  Lincoln  cents  from  the  Denver 
Mint:  ☆  1912-D  MS-63  RD  ☆  1915-D  MS-64  RD  ☆  1917-D  MS- 
64  RD  ☆  1918-D  MS-64  RD  ☆  1922-D  MS-64  RD  ☆  1925-D  MS- 
64  RD  ☆  1927-D  MS-64  RD  ☆  1928-D  MS-65  RD.  (Total:  8 
pieces) 

380  1913  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  Superb  lustre  and  strike.  Tied  for  fin¬ 
est  certified  by  NGC. 

NGC  Population:  7;  none  finer. 
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381  Trio  of  Philadelphia  Mint  Lincoln  cents,  each  graded  MS-65 
Red:  ☆  1913  ☆  1914  ☆  1923.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

382  1913-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous.  Scarce  this  nice. 

N’GC  Population:  19;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


383  1913-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  red  gem  specimen  of  a 

popular  early  date  branch  mint  issue.  Nicely  struck  for  the 
date. 

PCGS  Population:  33;  1  finer  (MS-66). 


384  1913-S  MS-65  RD.  Sharply  struck  and  attractive  mellow  mint 
red.  A  few  minor  toning  spots  are  noted,  however,  these  do 
not  detract  from  the  overall  appeal  of  this  gem. 

385  1914  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  red  surfaces. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  2  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

386  1914-D  AU-58.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this  key  date.  Sharply 
struck  with  pleasing  medium  brown  surfaces  and  very  faint, 
faded  traces  of  mint  red.  Traces  of  minor  verdigris  adhere  to 
the  obverse  surface. 

387  1914-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces.  A  desirable 
key  date. 

388  1914-S  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  light  tan  with  faded  red  and  irides¬ 
cent  blue.  A  surprisingly  scarce  issue  in  Mint  State  condition. 

389  1915  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces. 

390  1915-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Some  light  obverse 
flecks. 

391  1919-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  A  plentiful  date  except  at 
the  gem  Uncirculated  level. 

PCGS  Population:  33;  5  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

392  Certified  selection  of  gem  Lincoln  cents:  ☆  1920  MS-66  RD 
(NGC)  ☆  1920-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS)  ☆  1921  MS-66  RD  (NGC) 
☆  1929-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS)  ☆  1930-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC)  ☆ 
1931  MS-65  RD  (PCGS)  ☆  1932  MS-65  RD  (PCGS)  ☆  1932-D 
MS-65  RD  (PCGS)  ☆  1950  (PCGS)  (2).  Proof-66  RD  and  Proof- 
65  RD.  (Total:  10  pieces) 


395  1922  Plain.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Brown.  A  popular  variety.  Actually 
a  Denver  Mint  issue  with  a  mintmark  which  was  eventually  pol¬ 
ished  off  the  obverse  die.  Usual  weak  obverse,  strong  reverse. 

396  1922  Plain.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Brown.  Usual  weak  obverse,  strong 
reverse. 

397  1922  Plain.  VF-20.  Attractive  light  brown  with  smooth,  prob¬ 
lem-free  surfaces. 

398  1924-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  A  scarce  semi-key  date, 
particularly  in  gem  Mint  State.  Among  the  finest  seen  by 
PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  1  finer  (MS-66). 

399  1924-D  MS-64  RD.  Lovely  reddish  orange  lustre  and  extremely 
sharply  struck.  Denver  Mint  Lincoln  cents  in  the  middle  1920s 
normally  come  very  weakly  struck.  This  is  a  pleasant  exception 
which  should  be  carefully  considered.  This  is  certainly  one  of 
the  most  elusive  issues  of  the  decade. 

400  1926-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous.  A  scarce  date  at  the  gem 
Uncirculated  level.  Among  the  finest  examples  of  the  date 
graded  by  NGC. 

NGC  Population:  3;  1  finer  (MS-66). 


401  1936  Type  I.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  typical  of 

Type  I  Proof  coinage  (Type  II  surfaces  are  more  mirrorlike). 
The  first  Proof  cent  since  1917. 


402  1955  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Glossy  deep 
tan  surfaces  display  a  hint  of  red  in  the  recessed  design  areas. 
Among  the  best  known  and  most  avidly  collected  of  all  United 
States  die  blunders. 

In  1955  several  tens  of  thousands  of  doubled  die  cents  were  produced  by  a 
single  press.  Some  of  them  were  identified  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and 
withheld,  but  it  is  believed  that  about  24,000  were  mixed  with  the  output 
from  other  presses  and  shipped  into  the  channels  of  circulation.  Examples 
surfaced  in  upstate  New  York,  western  Massachusetts,  and  in  the  Boston 
area,  never  in  intact  rolls  of  this  variety,  but  always  mixed  with  “perfect  die” 
examples. 

403  1972  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous. 


393  High-grade  San  Francisco  Mint  cents:  ☆  1920-S  MS-63  RB  ☆ 
1923-S  MS-63  BN  ☆  1924-S  MS-63  RB  ☆  1927-S  MS-63  RD  ☆ 
1928-S  MS-64  RD  ☆  1931-S  MS-65  RD.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

Included  in  this  lot  are  several  pieces  that  are  scarce,  despite  low  catalogue 
values.  In  addition,  the  1931-S,  while  not  particularly  scarce,  is  ever  popular 
due  to  its  low  mintage  figure. 

394  192 1-S  MS-64  RD.  A  lovely,  bright  mint  red  example,  very 
scarce  in  such  preservation.  Very  sharply  struck,  as  well,  with 
strong  hair  details,  full  wheat  lines,  and  a  well-defined  bow  tie! 
These  are  all  features  which  often  appear  quite  weak.  We  are 
delighted  to  offer  this  wonderful  example. 


Nickel  Three-Cent  Pieces 

404  1870  MS-61  (PCI).  Lustrous. 

405  1888  Proof-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  light  cameo 
details. 
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Silver  Three-Cent  Pieces 

406  Trio  of  attractive  examples:  ☆  1851  (2).  MS-60  and  AU-58  ☆ 
1862  MS-62.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

Gem  Uncirculated  1860  Silver 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

407  1860  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty,  brilliant  silver  at  the  centers  gives 

way  to  deep  gold  and  russet  iridescence  at  the  rims.  Some 
striking  weakness  is  noted,  not  unusual  for  this  date  and  type. 
PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

408  1860  MS-65  (PCGS).  Richly  and  attractively  toned  in  deep  iri¬ 

descent  blues  and  golds. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  5  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


•  •  .  (photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

409  1862/1  Overdate.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  brilliant  with  a 

hint  of  golden  toning  on  each  side.  Well  struck  from  heavily 
clashed  dies.  A  diagnostic  die  crack  runs  upwards  from  the  rim 
and  through  the  1  of  the  date. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

410  1862  Proof-65.  Sharply  struck  and  richly  toned  in  iridescent 

blue.  A  delightful  gem  specimen. 

In  late  January  1862,  some  550  Proof  silver  three-cent  pieces  were  deliv¬ 
ered  with  Proof  sets  that  contained  the  other  bronze  and  silver  denomina¬ 


tions  of  the  date.  By  February  1863,  430  of  these  sets  were  sold  bv  the  Mint, 
with  a  few  sold  later.  It  is  believed  that  somewhere  between  50  and  100  sil¬ 
ver  sets  were  melted  at  or  just  after  year  end. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

411  1862  MS-66.  Pale  iridescent  blue  and  silver  gray  toning.  A  sat¬ 

iny  gem.  Well  struck  for  the  date  with  strong  central  details. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

412  1862  MS-65.  Satiny  surfaces  display  even  silver  gray  and  pale 

blue  toning.  A  hint  of  striking  weakness  at  the  centers,  not  un¬ 
usual  for  business  strikes  of  this  date. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

413  1862  MS-65.  Warm  gold,  blue,  and  rose  iridescence  on  both 

sides.  Some  central  weakness.  Struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

414  1862  MS-65.  Lustrous.  Rich  sea  green  and  deep  golden  toning. 

Some  central  striking  weakness  present. 

Our  One  Lot  Only  bidding  option,  discussed  under  our  Terms  of  Sale, 
will  give  you  an  advantage  if  you  wish  to  bid  on  several  gem  1862  silver 
three-cent  pieces  but  be  assured  of  winning  no  more  than  one. 
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Nickel  Five-Cent  pieces 

Specimens  from  the  Shield,  Liberty  Head,  and  Buffalo  nickel 
series  are  offered  in  the  pages  to  follow.  The  connoisseur  will 
appreciate  the  opportunities  to  compete  for  several  notable 
pieces,  among  which  we  mention  a  gem  1866  (the  first  year  of 
issue),  an  elusive  business  strike  1885  (significantly  rarer  than 
an  equivalent  Proof),  a  nice  1912-S,  and  some  breathtakingly 
beautiful,  rare,  and  otherwise  notable  Matte  Proofs  from  the 
1913-1916  era.  These  Proofs  are  from  the  Pennsylvania  Cabi¬ 
net,  off  the  market  for  many  years  and  are  of  a  quality  seldom 
encountered  today.  Among  other  Buffalo  nickels,  two  recently 
discovered  overdates  of  1914/3  will  create  interest  as  will  a 
mini-hoard  of  the  rare  1918/7-D,  and  some  truly  spectacular 
pieces  of  later  dates. 


Gem  1866  With  Rays  Nickel 


415  1866  With  Rays.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  some¬ 
what  reflective  surfaces.  Very  sharply  struck  with  full  leaf  de¬ 
tails  and  complete  star  radials  on  the  reverse.  Early  die  state 
with  only  a  few  cracks. 

Nickel  composition  coins  caused  all  sorts  of  headaches  with  the  Mint,  be¬ 
ginning  with  the  use  of  copper-nickel  in  the  Flying  Eagle  cent  in  1857.  When 
nickel  three-cent  pieces  were  introduced  in  1866,  and  nickel  five-cent  pieces 
in  1856,  these  alloys  had  even  more  nickel  (75%)  than  the  copper-nickel 
cent  (12%)  and  headaches  increased.  The  situation  was  a  double-edged 
sword,  as  the  prime  supplier  of  nickel  at  the  time  was  Joseph  Wharton  (for 
whom  the  Wharton  School  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  is  named),  at 
once  an  aggressive  industrialist  and  a  master  at  diplomacy  with  very  close 
connections  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  Stated  simply  (the  matter  could  be 
elaborated  at  length),  the  Coining  Department  at  the  Mint  had  great  diffi¬ 
culty  with  nickel  composition,  but  members  of  Congress  and  the  upper 
management  of  the  Mint  were  close  to  Wharton,  and  the  use  of  nickel  was 
continued.  (If  the  buyer  of  this  lot  would  like  to  explore  this  further,  a  note 
to  the  editor  of  the  catalogue  will  bring  additional  information  gratis.) 

416  1872  Doubled  Die  obverse.  Proof-64.  Breen-2492.  Frosty  de¬ 
vices  and  mirror  fields.  Doubling  most  noticeable  at  annulet  at 
top  of  shield. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  DiBello  Collection,  May  1970,  Lot  98. 

417  1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64.  Lightly  frosted  devices  and  mirror 
fields. 

From  Stack  ’s  sale  of  the  DiBello  Collection,  May  1970,  Lot  99. 

418  1879/8  Overdate.  Proof-62.  Breen-2514.  Lustrous  with  a  hint 
of  gold  on  the  devices.  According  to  Breen,  this  variety  forms  a 
small  minority  of  Proofs.  Our  estimate  is  that  perhaps  a  third 
have  this  feature. 

419  1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  lustrous  iridescent 
gold  surfaces. 

420  1 883  Shield.  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  hint  of  gold  is  present  on  both 
sides.  A  glittering  gem  Proof  from  the  final  year  of  the  design 
type. 
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A  half  dozen  Uncirculated  Liberty  nickels  :  ☆  1883  No 
CENTS.  MS-64  ☆  1887  MS-62  ☆  1906  MS-63  ☆  1907  MS-63  ☆ 
191 1  MS-62  ☆  1912  MS-64.  All  lightly  toned.  (Total:  6  pieces) 


Group  of  Liberty  nickels,  all  graded  MS-64:  ☆  1883  With 
CENTS  ☆  1888  ☆  1889  ☆  1895  ☆  1897  ☆  1898  ☆  1900  ☆  1903 
☆  1905  ☆  1912-D.  All  very  faintly  toned.  (Total:  10  pieces) 


PCGS-certified  Liberty  and  Buffalo  nickels:  ☆  1883  With 
CENTS.  MS-63  ☆  1889  MS-62  ☆  1891  MS-63  ☆  1897  MS-60  ☆ 
1902  MS-62  ☆  1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-60.  (Total:  6  pieces) 


Proof  Liberty  nickel  selection,  all  graded  Proof-64:  ☆  1884  ☆ 
1890  ☆  1892  ☆  1894  ☆  1896  ☆  1902  ☆  1910.  (Total:  7  pieces) 


1885  MS-63.  A  lustrous  pale  golden  specimen  of  the  key  date 
in  the  series. 

In  Mint  State  the  1885  is  considerably  more  difficult  to  find  than  in  com¬ 
parable  Proof  grades. 

Liberty  nickels,  all  Proof-63:  ☆  1886  ☆  1891  ☆  1893  ☆  1899  ☆ 
1901  ☆  1904  ☆  1908.  All  delicately  toned.  A  nice  run  of  Lib¬ 
erty  nickels.  The  Proof-63  level  is  largely  unappreciated  by  the 
present  market,  thus  allowing  some  very  attractive  coins  to  be 
acquired  for  what  we  consider  to  be  reasonable  prices.  In  the 
presently  offered  group  the  1886  is,  of  course,  recognized  as  a 
key  date.  The  later  issues  have  particularly  low  mintages.  All  in 
all  this  is  worthy  of  a  strong  bid.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1890  Proof-66.  A  lustrous  gem  with  frosted  devices  and  mirror 
fields. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  DiBello  Collection,  May  1970,  Lot  118. 


Proof  Liberty  nickel  pair,  both  PCGS-certified:  ☆  1898  Proof- 
61  ☆  1911  Proof-64.  Both  lightly  toned.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


1909  Proof-65.  Iridescent  golden  highlights  on  frosty  devices 
and  deep  mirror  fields. 


The  anomalous  mintage  figure  of  4,763  coins— or  about  triple  that  of  the 
year  before— does  not  reflect  any  undue  new  demand  for  Proof  Liberty  nick¬ 
els  but,  instead,  indicates  that  the  Mint,  experiencing  a  strong  demand  for 
Proof  Indian  and  Lincoln  cents,  and  continuing  the  policy  of  selling  minor 
coins  in  groups  (cents  and  nickels  together),  simply  struck  more  of  the  nick¬ 
els  to  go  along  with  the  other  pieces.  Even  so,  we  believe  that  nowhere  near 
this  number  of  nickels  actually  reached  buyers. 


1912-S  MS-63.  Pale  gold  and  sky  blue  iridescence  present  on 
both  sides.  A  low-mintage  issue,  and  the  only  San  Francisco 
variety  of  the  design  type.  In  strong  demand  regardless  of  mar¬ 
ket  season. 
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Gem  Proof  1913  Buffalo  Nickel 

Type  I,  Bison  On  Mound 


435  1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  Matte  Proof-63.  Satiny  golden  surfaces 

on  both  sides. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


431  1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  Matte  Proof-66.  Lustrous  with  pale  golden 

highlights  on  frosty,  matte-like  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  and  aes¬ 
thetically  appealing.  One  of  1 ,520  Proofs  of  the  date  struck. 

Beginning  with  this  lot  we  offer,  as  identified  in  the  pedigree  notes,  some 
truly  beautiful  Matte  Proof  Buffalo  nickels  from  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 
Coins  from  this  marvelous  collection  have  been  featured  in  several  of  our 
past  catalogues  and  will  continue  to  be  featured  in  the  future.  The  present 
catalogue  offers  the  primary  section  of  Matte  Proofs  from  that  source,  a  se¬ 
lection  that  combines  high  quality  with  great  rarity.  Suffice  it  to  say,  if  your 
goal  is  to  start,  add  to,  or  complete  a  collection  of  Matte  Proof  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els  1913-1916,  this  is  the  right  place  and  the  right  time.  Most  probably  if  you 
live  to  be  124  years  old,  or  some  other  advanced  age,  you  will  never  have  a 
chance  comparable  to  the  offering  to  be  found  from  Lot  454  through  458 
inclusive— and  this  is  just  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet! 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

Lovely  Gem  Proof  1913  Buffalo  50 

Type  I 


432  1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  Matte  Proof-66.  Sharp  and  lustrous  with 

attractive  golden  highlights  on  frosty,  matte-like  surfaces.  An¬ 
other  opportunity  to  compete  for  a  superb  coin. 

We  recommend  our  One  Lot  Only  option  discussed  under  our  Terms  of 
Sale,  whereby  you  can  bid  on  both  of  these  lovely  gems,  but  be  assured  of 
winning  no  more  than  one. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


433  1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  Matte  Proof-64.  A  satiny  gem  with  a  hint 

of  golden  toning.  As  is  the  case  with  the  other  Matte  Proofs 
offered  here,  these  were  taken  off  the  market  decades  ago  and 
are  “fresh”  to  the  present  community  of  numismatists. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


434  1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  Matte  Proof-64.  Satiny  and  lustrous  sur¬ 

faces. 

This  offering  of  Proof  1913  Type  1  Buffalo  nickels  is  unusual,  indeed  re¬ 
markable.  Off  the  market  for  years,  these  pieces  will  be  quickly  assimilated 
into  the  hobby,  and  the  opportunity  to  acquire  one  will  be  lost.  Right  now 
the  chances  are  equal  to  all  catalogue  holders.  If  you  would  like  to  have  one 
of  these  for  your  date  collection  or  type  set,  we  suggest  competing  as 
strongly  as  you  can. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


436  1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Light  amber 

toning  highlighted  by  violet  and  blue-green  peripheral  toning. 
A  superb  coin.  One  of  1,514  Matte  Proofs  struck  of  the  date 
and  design  type. 


437  1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-66.  A  highly  lustrous  pale 

golden  beauty. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


438  1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-66.  A  hint  of  pale  rose 

present  on  satiny,  lustrous  surfaces.  Another  example  of  this 
rare  issue. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


439  1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-66.  Warm  gold  and  rose 

highlights  on  satiny  matte  surfaces. 

Again  we  suggest  our  One  Lot  Only  option  as  an  effective  way  to  obtain 
one  of  these  gems  for  your  own  cabinet  by  bidding  on  multiple  pieces. 
From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


440  1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-64.  Lustrous. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 
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Recently  Discovered  1914/3  Overdate  50 


441  1914/3  Overdate.  FS-014.87.  VG-10  (NGC).  The  most  re¬ 

cently  discovered  significant  overdate  in  U.S.  numismatics. 
Upper  crossbar  of  3  visible  at  top  of  4  in  date.  Perhaps  conser¬ 
vatively  graded,  with  nearly  full  horn  details  on  the  reverse.  An 
early  opportunity  to  obtain  the  newest  “hit”  in  numismatics. 

Only  recently  discovered  (along  with  its  1914/3-S  counterpart),  this  “new” 
overdate  has  created  quite  a  stir  in  coin  collecting  circles.  Its  true  rarity  (or 
lack  thereof)  will  become  apparent  with  the  passage  of  time. 

Very  Rare  1914/3-S  Overdate  50 


442  1914/3-S  Overdate.  FS-0 14.89.  VF-30  (NGC).  A  recently  dis¬ 

covered  and  highly  desirable  overdate,  currently  considered  to 
be  very  rare.  Upper  crossbar  of  3  visible  at  top  of  4  in  date.  Full 
horn  details. 


443  1914  Matte  Proof-66.  A  frosty  golden  gem.  One  of  1,275 

Proofs  of  the  date  coined. 

Mintages  are  one  thing  and  availability  is  another  thing— an  observation 
relative  to  any  and  all  Matte  Proof  coinage  from  cents  through  gold.  We  es¬ 
timate  that  only  a  fraction  of  the  1,275  pieces  struck  still  exist  today,  prob¬ 
ably  fewer  than  400  totally.  The  owner  of  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet  was  at¬ 
tracted  to  these  coins  many  years  ago  and  endeavored  to  acquire  choice  ex¬ 
amples  as  they  appeared  in  auction  sales  and  were  offered  to  him  privately. 
The  coins  presented  here  have  been  off  the  market  for  well  over  a  genera¬ 
tion,  and  are  completely  new  to  present  bidders. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


444  1914  Matte  Proof-66.  Pale  rose  highlights  present  on  lustrous 
surfaces. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

445  1914  Matte  Proof-65.  Satiny  pale  golden  surfaces. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

446  1914  Matte  Proof-64.  Warm  gold  and  lavender  iridescence  on 
both  sides. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


Memorable  Quality  1915  Nickel 

Matte  Proof-67 


447  1915  Matte  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Superb  pale  blue  with  gold  high¬ 

lights.  From  a  Proof  mintage  of  1,050  pieces  for  the  date.  The 
attrition  rate  was  extremely  high,  and  probably  no  more  than 
300  Matte  Proofs  are  known  today.  The  currently  offered 
specimen  is  certainly  among  the  nicest  of  all  survivors. 


448  1915  Matte  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Attractive  rainbow  toning  on 

the  obverse,  with  predominantly  blue  and  amber  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Diagnostic  die  crack  through  the  buffalo’s  back  is  quite 
visible  on  this  example. 


449  1915  Matte  Proof-66.  A  satiny  golden  gem. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


450  1915  Matte  Proof-65.  Warm  golden  highlights. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


451  1915  Matte  Proof-64.  Satiny  surfaces.  Gorgeous! 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


452 


1915  Matte  Proof-64.  Satiny  surfaces.  Another  splendid  coin. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


453  1915-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous  with  light 

gray  surfaces  accented  by  vivid  gold  and  violet  toning.  A  lovely 
example  certain  to  please  the  connoisseur. 

This  issue  has  the  fifth  lowest  business  strike  mintage  for  the  entire  series. 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1916  50 

Mintage:  600  Pieces 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 


454  1916  Matte  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Simply  marvelous  quality  with 

pale  bluish  gray  surfaces  highlighted  by  faint  violet  and  orange 
toning.  Microscopic  examination  reveals  nearly  pristine  sur¬ 
faces.  All  design  elements  are  amazingly  sharp.  From  a  small 
Matte  Proof  mintage  of  just  600  pieces.  Probably  no  more  than 
200  of  these  pieces  can  be  traced  today.  Certainly  one  of  the 
very  finest  survivors. 

The  obverse  die  has  a  nearly  verucal  die  polish  line  from  the  base  of  T  in 
LIBERTY.  Three  curved  die  polish  lines  appear  in  the  field  near  the  rim 
right  of  the  Indian’s  chin.  These  are  noted  to  begin  an  identification  process 
of  die  characteristics  for  Matte  Proof  Buffalo  nickels,  information  which  is 
missing  from  most  literature. 


Gem  Matte  Proof  1916  Buffalo  50 


455  1916  Matte  Proof-66.  Fully  brilliant  with  just  a  splash  of 

golden  iridescence  on  each  side.  Sharply  struck.  Another 
specimen  of  this  seldom-seen  issue.  For  the  connoisseur  here, 
indeed,  is  a  marvelous  opportunity! 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

Another  1916  Matte  Proof  50  Rarity 


456  1916  Matte  Proof-65.  A  lovely  gem.  Scarce. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


Still  Another  1916  Proof  50 


Remarkable! 


457  1916  Matte  Proof-65.  Warm  golden  highlights  on  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  Another  example,  indeed  remarkable.  Given  that  prob¬ 
ably  no  more  than  200  pieces  exist  totally,  the  present  auction 
sale  includes  more  than  two  percent  of  the  population!  Suffice 
it  to  say,  if  a  1916  Proof  Buffalo  nickel  has  been  on  your  want 
list,  bid  as  aggressively  as  you  can. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

458  1916  Matte  Proof-62.  Golden  gray  surfaces.  A  final  example  of 
this  rarity,  a  highly  desirable  issue,  not  in  the  price  league  of 

•  the  higher  graded  pieces,  but  still  an  attraction  in  its  own  right. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

459  1917-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  scarce  and  popular  branch  mint  is¬ 
sue,  particularly  at  the  gem  Uncirculated  level.  Lustrous.  Well 
struck  for  the  date,  with  nearly  full  “pelt”  details  at  the  bison’s 
shoulder. 

1918/7-D  Buffalo  50  Rarity 


460  1918/7-D  Overdate.  VF-20  (PCGS).  A  rare  and  popular 

overdate  in  all  grades.  Overdate  details  plain  under  low  magni¬ 
fication.  Free  of  any  marks  of  noticeable  size.  A  very  nice  ex¬ 
ample,  for  the  grade,  of  one  of  the  most  elusive  20th-century 
issues  in  a  widely  collected  series. 

This  variety  first  came  to  the  attention  of  numismatists  in  an  auction  cata¬ 
logue  issued  by  Barney  Bluestone,  the  Syracuse,  N.Y.,  dealer,  in  1931.  How¬ 
ever,  widespread  interest  was  slow  in  coming,  and  it  was  not  until  the  1940s 
that  it  was  added  to  many  want  lists.  By  that  time,  of  course— in  fact,  even  by 
the  Bluestone  announcement  in  1931— the  opportunity  to  acquire  truly 
high-grade  pieces  had  largely  passed.  Today  there  are  perhaps  500  to  1,000 
specimens  known  of  the  1918/7-D,  or  a  tiny  fraction  of  the  population  of 
any  of  the  standard  date  and  mintmark  issues. 

Popular  1918/7-D  Buffalo  50  Overdate 


461  1918/7-D  Overdate.  VF-20  (PCI).  An  attractive  medium 
golden  gray  specimen,  free  of  major  marks  and  detractions.  A 
nice  com  overall,  one  that  will  answrei  the  call  lot  a  quaht\  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  important  20th-century  rarity. 

462  1918/7-D  Overdate.  VG-8  (PCGS).  Attractive  medium  gray 
surfaces. 

I  lore  begins  a  dispersal  of  a  very  significant  numismatic  hoard  of  1918  7- 
D  overdalc  nickels  in  grades  from  G-4  through  VG-8.  The  time  to  bu\  is 
when  you  have  a  purchase  opportunity,  and  here  arc  purchase  opportune 
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lies  galore.  Make  this  particular  section  of  the  catalogue  the  focus  of  your 
interest  if  you  need  a  specimen  to  fill  in  a  yawning  hole  in  your  album. 
Again  we  suggest  that  our  One  Lot  Only  option  be  exercised.  In  that  way 
vou  can  bid  on  multiple  examples  of  this  popular  overdate  and  be  assured 
of  winning  no  more  than  one. 


463  1918/7-D  Overdate.  VG-8  (ANACS).  Golden  gray.  Worn,  but 
free  of  major  marks. 

464  1918/7-D  Overdate.  VG-8.  A  nice  coin  overall.  Rare  and  desir¬ 
able  overdate  in  a  highly  collectible  grade.  Full  date  and  LIB¬ 
ERTY. 

465  1918/7-D  Overdate.  Good-6  (PCGS).  Golden  gray.  Faint 
scratches  present  at  the  Indian’s  jaw. 

466  1918/7-D  Overdate.  Good-6  (PCGS).  Golden  gray. 

467  1918/7-D  Overdate.  Good-6  (ANACS).  Golden  gray. 

468  1918/7-D  Overdate.  Good-6  (PCI).  Medium  gray. 

469  1918/7-D  Overdate.  Good-6  (PCI).  Medium  gray. 

470  1918/7-D  Overdate.  Good-4  (PCGS).  Medium  gray. 

471  1918/7-D  Overdate.  Good-4  (PCGS).  Golden  gray. 

472  1918/7-D  Overdate.  Good-4  (ANACS).  Golden  gray. 

473  1918/7-D  Overdate.  Good-4  (ANACS).  Golden  gray. 

474  1918/7-D  Overdate.  Good-4  (ANACS).  Medium  gray. 

Eliasberg’s  1920-D  Buffalo 


475  1920-D  MS-64  (NGC).  From  our  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.  Collection,  May  1996,  there  described  as  follows:  “Warm 
golden  gray  surfaces.  Planchet  lamination  by  the  bison’s  shoul¬ 
der.  A  condition  rarity  in  gem  condition.” 

Late  die  state  with  three  prominent  rim  cuds  on  the  reverse  from  1:00  to 
4:00. 

476  1924-S  VF-20  (PCI).  Golden  gray,  free  of  major  marks.  A 
scarce  branch  mint  issue  in  VF  or  higher. 

Suberb  Gem  1925-D  5C 


477  1925-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Above  average  strike  with  faint  gold 

toning  and  a  few  minor  spots.  The  obverse  is  bold,  with  LIB¬ 
ER  I"Y  complete  and  separated  from  the  rim 


Gem  1925-S  Nickel 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


478  1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  with  pale  blue  and  gold 

on  both  sides.  Highly  reflective  in  the  fields,  particularly  on 
the  reverse.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  nearly  full  details 
at  the  bison’s  shoulder.  Certainly  this  is  in  the  top  10%  of  survi¬ 
vors,  quality  wise. 


479  1928-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully  lustrous  gem  from  the  Denver 

Mint.  Attractive  rose  iridescence  is  present. 


480  1929-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous  gem  and  scarce  as 

such.  Some  weakness  of  strike  at  the  bison’s  shoulder,  typical 
of  Denver  Mint  nickels  of  the  era. 


481  1936  Type  I,  Satin  finish.  Proof-66.  Warm  golden  highlights 

on  each  side.  The  Proof  finish  is  somewhat  similar  to  the  Matte 
Proof  finish  found  on  the  Proof  Buffalo  nickels  of  1913-1917. 


482 


483 


The  Proof  Buffalo  nickels  of  1936  (4,420  pieces  coined)  are  the  first  date 
in  the  denomination  struck  in  the  Proof  format  since  1916  (some  say  1917). 
There  are  two  distinct  finishes  for  the  nickels  of  this  date.  The  first,  called 
Type  I  or  Satin  Finish,  has  a  texture  similar  to  the  Matte  Proof  issues  of 
1913-1916,  while  the  second,  called  Type  II  or  Brilliant  finish,  has  a  look  that 
is  most  similar  to  today’s  Proof  coins  with  deep  mirror  fields  and  high 
reflectivity. 

From,  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


1936  Type  I,  Satin  finish.  Proof-65.  Rich  golden  toning  high¬ 
lights  on  both  sides. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


1936  Type  I,  Satin  finish.  Proof-65.  Deep  golden  iridescence 
present  on  both  sides. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 
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484  1936  Type  II,  Brilliant  finish.  Proof-66.  Fully  brilliant  with 
highly  reflective  mirrorlike  surfaces. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

485  1937  Proof-66.  Deep  mirror  fields  and  lightly  frosted  devices 
display  strong  mint  brilliance. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

486  1937  Proof-65.  A  highly  lustrous  and  reflective  gem  Proof  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

487  1937  Proof-65.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  hint  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing  on  each  side. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1937-D  Buffalo  50 


490 


The  Desirable  3-Legged  Variety 


1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-63.  Lustrous  surfaces  exhibit  a  hint  of 
golden  toning  on  each  side.  Still  another  example  in  a  high 
grade  which  is  rarely  seen  in  the  marketplace. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


491  1937-D  3-Legged.  VF-30  (ANACS).  Pleasing  golden  gray  sur¬ 

faces  free  of  all  but  the  most  trivial  circulation  marks. 


492  A  half  dozen  gem  Uncirculated  1938-D  Buffalo  nickels,  all 
NGC-certified:  ☆  MS-67  ☆  MS-66  (5).  Six  beauties.  (Total:  6 
pieces) 


Popular  1937-D  3-Legged  Buffalo  50 

Gem  Uncirculated 


488  1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem  example  of  one 

of  the  most  popular  “error”  coins  in  American  numismatics; 
even  non-numismatists  know  of  the  “three-legged  buffalo.”  A 
lustrous,  pale  golden  specimen,  nicely  struck  for  the  variety. 

This  famous  error  occurred  when  an  overly  zealous  mint  employee  ap¬ 
plied  a  bit  too  much  “elbow  grease”  when  polishing  a  working  die.  His  ef¬ 
forts  removed  the  bison’s  right  (viewer’s  left)  foreleg  from  the  die.  This  vari¬ 
ety  was  not  widely  recognized  until  years  later.  Several  thousand  pieces  are 
known,  the  vast  majority  of  which  grade  in  VF  (mostly)  and  EF  grade  catego¬ 
ries.  AU  pieces  are  elusive,  Mint  State  coins  are  rare,  and  at  the  MS-64  level 
the  variety  is  especially  hard  to  find. 


1937-D  3-Legged  Buffalo  5C 


Gem  Quality 


489  1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-64  (NGC).  Vividly  toned.  Another  truly 

notable  specimen  of  one  of  America’s  most  popular  rarities 
from  the  present  century.  Another  marvelous  opportunity  to 
acquire  a  very  “special”  piece  for  your  cabinet. 


Half  Dimes 

Our  offering  of  half  dimes  contains  many  delicacies,  not  the 
least  of  which  are  some  highly  important  Mint  State  coins  in  the 
Liberty  Seated  series— including  several  dates  that  are  often 
seen  in  Proof,  but  which  in  high-grade  business  strike  form  are 
very  elusive. 


Desirable  1792  Half  Disme 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

493  1792  half  disme.  Pollock-7,  Judd-7.  Rarity-3.  VG-8,  scratched 

(PCI  red  label).  Dark  silvery  gray,  the  bust  much  lighter  with  a 
pinkish  gray  appearance.  Several  scratches  of  varying  severity 
are  noted  on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  T  his  issue  has  been 
steadily  growing  in  demand  and  value  over  the  last  several 
years.  Not  so  long  ago,  a  nice  Fine  or  Very'  fine  example  could 
be  located  for  a  high  four-figure  price.  Very  recently,  however, 
we  noted  an  example  graded  Very  Good  which  was  priced  for 
almost  $10,000. 

The  presently  offered  example  is  apt  to  be  fairly  inexpensive, 
yet  it  comes  with  its  full  measure  of  history,  a  tangible  link  to 
the  18th  century  when  American  federal  coinage  was  just  be¬ 
ginning. 

Properly  a  part  of  the  half  dime  series,  this  issue  was  specifically  struc  k  for 
circulation  and  was  mentioned  by  President  George  Washington  in  his  an¬ 
nual  address  as  being  made  to  fulfill  a  demand  for  such  pieces.  For  some 
reason,  the  1792  half  disme  has  been  relegated  to  the  status  of  a  pattern 
which  it  certainly  was  not  and  is  not. 

This  particular  variety  has  a  rich  and  romantic  history,  complete  with  all 
sorts  of  stories  and  legends.  We  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  more  information 
should  the  successful  bidder  request  same. 

Scratch  visible  on  photograph  from  7:00  to  9:00  on  reverse  is  on  the  PCI 
holder,  not  on  the  coin. 
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High-Quality  1795  Half  Dime 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

494  1795  Flowing  Hair.  Valentine-4.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Slate  gray 

surfaces  with  delicate  golden  brown  highlights.  Close  examina¬ 
tion  reveals  three  tiny  marks  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  and  neck. 

Second  of  two  dates  of  half  dimes  with  the  Flowing  Hair  motif,  both 
struck  in  the  year  1795  (dies  dated  1794  were  not  used  in  that  calendar  year, 
but  were  held  over  to  early  in  the  following  year).  Designed  by  Robert  Scot, 
who  succeeded  Joseph  Wright  as  chief  engraver,  following  the  latter’s  death 
from  yellow  fever  in  September  1793. 

From  our  Rarities  Sale,  July  1997,  Lot  118. 


Lovely  Gem  Proof  1829  Half  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

495  1829  V-2.  Rarity-7  as  Proof.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Dazzling  rain¬ 
bow  toning  over  mirrored  fields  and  cameo  devices.  Sharply 
detailed  with  full  borders,  wider  on  the  obverse.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  this  great  Proof  rarity.  Only  six  specimens  of 
V-2  were  recorded  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  Proof  Encyclopedia 
(see  note). 

Among  the  six  noted  by  Breen  are  the  ANS  coin  which  will  likely  never  be 
offered  for  sale,  the  DuPont  coin  with  entirely  different  toning  patterns 
than  the  present  example,  the  Dr.  Angus  Black  coin  sold  by  New  Nether¬ 
lands  and  which  was  cleaned,  and  the  Floyd  Starr  coin  which  also  has  differ¬ 
ent  toning  pattern.  The  only  other  pedigree  possibilities,  assuming  this  is 
one  of  the  six  known  to  Breen,  are  the  Newcomb  specimen  described  in  the 
1914  ANS  Exhibition  catalogue,  and  an  example  appearing  in  Lester 
Merkin’s  auctions  of  June  1968  and  June  1971. 

This  is  First  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  format  and  the  first  year  that  half 
dimes  were  coined  after  1805.  As  such,  it  represents  a  magnificent  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  connoisseur  desiring  a  very  special  coin  for  a  type  set. 

496  1829  V-7.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck  with  full  design 
details  and  borders  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse.  Fully 
prooflike  silver  gray  with  traces  of  ocher  toning,  especially  on 
the  obverse.  Another  lovely  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  the 
Capped  Bust  design. 


Choice  Proof  1836  Half  Dime 


Valentine-5 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

497  1836  Large  5C.  V-5.  Proof-63.  Richly  toned  in  iridescent  blue 

and  rose.  Reverse  die  lightly  clashed,  with  small  cracks  present 
near  9:00.  A  choice  specimen  from  our  September  1988  sale, 
where  it  was  noted:  “Walter  Breen  knew  of  just  seven  Proofs 
from  this  die  and  listed  five  examples.  Jules  Reiver  designates 
the  issue  as  Rarity-7.” 

In  the  intervening  decade  since  this  coin  was  last  offered,  appreciation  of 
early  Proofs  has  reached  new  heights,  what  with  the  remarkable  pieces  in 
the  Eliasberg  Collection  and  many  notable  coins  in  the  Pittman  cabinet 
coming  to  market. 

Proof  coins  were  not  widely  sold  to  collectors  until  the  year  1858.  Thus, 
any  pieces  of  an  earlier  date  are  scarce  or,  more  likely,  rare;  this  being  par¬ 
ticularly  true  of  Proofs  made  before  1856. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Mann  and  Smedley  Collections,  September 
1988,  Lot  146. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

498  1837  Capped  Bust.  Small  5C.  V-2.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Lustrous  deep  rose-gray  surfaces.  Rare  this  nice. 

NGC  Population:  6;  1  finer  (MS-65). 

The  1837  Capped  Bust  half  dime  designated  Valentine-2  is  the  only  one  of 
the  five  known  varieties  of  the  date  with  the  Small  5C  reverse. 


Maximum  Expenditure  Option 

Take  advantage  of  our  “Maximum  Expenditure”  op¬ 
tion  listed  under  our  Terms  of  Sale.  In  this  way,  you  can 
bid  on  up  to  eight  times  the  amount  you  actually  wish  to 
spend,  and  we  will  keep  track  of  your  bidding  until  that 
amount  is  reached.  For  example,  if  you  wish  to  spend 
$5,000,  you  can  bid  on  up  to  $40,000  worth  of  coins!  Try 
our  “Maximum  Expenditure”  option.  It  has  worked  for 
others,  and  it  will  work  for  you. 
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Proof  1837  Half  Dime  Rarity 

Without  Stars  on  Obverse 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

499  1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date  with  Tripled  8. 

Rarity-6  as  Proof.  Proof-64  (NGC).  All  known  Proofs  of  this 
issue  feature  the  tripled  8  with  other  date  digits  doubled.  This 
extremely  sharp  Proof  has  deep  russet-gray  toning  with  vivid 
bluish  green  iridescence.  A  few  minor  hairlines  are  noted  un¬ 
der  magnification,  however,  a  quick  glance  suggests  virtually 
pristine  surfaces.  Of  13  different  Proofs  for  which  we  have 
records,  only  the  Pittman  coin  is  clearly  finer  than  this  speci¬ 
men.  In  our  opinion,  this  is  the  second  finest  known  of  14  or 
15  surviving  Proof  strikes. 

Christian  Gobrecht  was  hired  as  an  engraver  at  the  Mint  in  1835.  Working 
from  sketches  supplied  by  Philadelphia  artists  Thomas  Sully  and  Titian 
Peale,  Gobrecht's  Liberty  Seated  design  was  completed  in  1836.  Its  first  ap¬ 
pearance  on  circulating  coinage  was  on  the  silver  dollar  struck  in  December 
of  that  year. 

In  the  summer  of  1837,  the  new  Liberty  Seated  device  replaced  the  long¬ 
standing  Capped  Bust  motif  on  the  half  dime  and  dime.  Reportedly,  20 
Proof  half  dimes  of  the  new  design  were  struck  on  July  25,  1837.  A  few  oth¬ 
ers  may  have  been  made  that  weren’t  recorded,  or  may  have  been  struck  in 
ensuing  months,  but  from  the  same  obverse  die.  At  the  time,  it  was  Mint 
policy  to  strike  Proofs  on  request  from  numismatists  and  for  presentation. 

We  currently  have  records  of  13  Proof  examples,  all  different  as  best  as 
the  cataloguer  (Mark  Borckardt  for  this  and  certain  other  early  Proof  issues) 
can  ascertain:  (1)  Pittman  Collection,  David  Akers,  10/1997,  Lot  452.  (2) 
The  currently  offered  specimen.  (3)  Eliasberg  Collection,  Bowers  and 
Merena,  5/1996,  Lot  939.  (4)  Superior  Galleries,  10/1990,  Lot  2376.  (5) 
Stack’s,  10/1986,  Lot  43.  (6)  Superior  Galleries,  2/1987,  Lot  813.  (7) 
Kagin’s,  8/1987,  Lot  1443.  (8)  Starr  Collection,  Stack’s,  10/1992,  Lot  322. 
(9)  Stack’s,  10/1996,  Lot  134.  (10)  Stack’s,  10/1996,  Lot  135.  (11)  Bowers 
and  Merena,  3/1994,  Lot  1010.  (12)  Superior  Galleries,  5/1989,  Lot  1235. 
(13)  Smithsonian  Institution. 

No  prior  pedigree  information  is  available. 


Lustrous  1838  Half  Dime 

No  Drapery 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

500  1838  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (NGC).  Soft  rose  highlights  on 

frosty,  lustrous  surfaces.  Sharply  struck.  The  first  year  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  design  type  with  obverse  stars. 


Gem  Proof  1841  Half  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

501  1841  Proof-65  (NGC).  Extremely  bold  strike  with  lovely 

golden  toning  and  blue  iridescent  highlights.  Deep  mirrored 
fields  and  frosted  devices  create  a  superb  cameo  appearance. 
Quite  possibly  the  finest  known  Proof  example  from  a  total  of 
just  eight  or  nine  known  survivors.  Only  the  recently  sold 
Pittman  specimen  contends  with  this  from  a  quality  stand¬ 
point.  The  Eliasberg  Collection  did  not  have  a  Proof,  this  de¬ 
spite  a  brilliant  showing  of  Proofs  for  many  other  dates.  All 
known  Proofs  of  the  1841  half  dime,  with  one  possible  excep¬ 
tion,  are  from  the  Valentine-1  die  marriage  with  a  small  die 
'  scratch,  or  polish  line,  in  the  right  obverse  field  below  Miss 
Liberty’s  arm.  The  reverse  has  a  die  flaw  to  the  right  of  D  in 
UNITED. 

We  have  traced  seven  distinctly  different  Proof  examples  of  the  1841  half 
dime  issue.  All  are  Valentine-1  unless  noted:  (1)  This  specimen,  pedigree 
below.  (2)  Pittman  Collection,  David  Akers,  10/1997,  Lot  465.  (3)  Stack’s, 
1 1/1989,  Lot  394.  (4)  Stack's,  3/1996,  Lot  249.  (5)  Smithsonian  Institution. 
(6)  Bowers  and  Merena,  1987  ANA  sale,  Lot  237,  lightly  circulated.  (7)  New 
England  Rare  Coin  Auctions,  3/1977,  Lot  41  (Valentine-2). 

From  Superior  Galleries  ’  May  1 990  Father  Flanagan ’s  Boys  Home 
Sale,  Lot  3567.  In  that  sale,  this  coin  was  super-conservatively 
graded  as  Proof-62  by  PCGS. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1842  Half  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

502  1842  MS-66  (NGC).  A  frosty  gem  with  a  pale  golden  obverse 

and  a  medium  rose  reverse.  Cameo-like  on  each  side.  Sharply 
struck,  and  among  the  finest  examples  of  the  date  extant.  This 
so-called  “common  date”  is  probably  Rarity-7  at  this  grade 
level. 

NGC  Population:  4;  1  finer  (MS-67). 
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Splendid  Proof  1844  Half  Dime 

The  Norweb  Specimen 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

503  1844  Proof-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  in  every  detail.  Splendid 

cameo  appearance  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and  cameo  de¬ 
vices.  Attractively  toned  bluish  green  with  russet  and  blue  iri¬ 
descence.  A  small  lint  mark  in  the  right  obverse  field  serves  as 
a  positive  pedigree  marker.  This  specimen  is  one  of  the  two  or 
three  finest  of  just  10  known  specimens. 

Of  the  approximately  10  known  Proof  examples,  there  are 
four  different  die  varieties  known.  Valentine-1  features  a  high 
date  slanting  down  to  the  right.  Valentine-2  has  a  low,  perfect 
date.  Valentine-3  and  another  variety,  not  known  to  Valentine, 
each  have  a  low  recut  date  with  the  repunching  in  different 
positions. 

The  known  Proof  examples  of  this  issue  include  the  following  eight  which 
we  have  determined  to  be  distinctly  different.  In  addition,  eight  other  auc¬ 
tion  citations  represent,  in  our  opinion,  no  more  than  two  other  coins.  (1) 
V-3.  Eliasberg  Collection,  Bowers  and  Merena,  5/1996,  Lot  960.  (2)  V-l. 
Stack's,  4/1978,  Lot  435.  (3)  V-1.  The  currently  offered  coin,  from  the 
Norweb  Collection.  (4)  V-L  Pittman  Collection,  sold  as  part  of  a  complete 
1844  Proof  Set,  David  Akers,  10/1997,  Lot  833.  (5)  V-1.  New  England  Rare 
Coin  Auctions,  3/1977,  Lot  43.  (6)  V-3.  ANS  Collection.  (7)  “V-4”.  New 
Netherlands  58th  Sale,  6/1958,  Lot  558.  (8)  V-l.  Smithsonian  Institution. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  October  1987,  Lot  337. 
Previously  from  Lester  Merkin,  April  1966,  Lot  77;  Stack’s,  1971 
ANA  Lot  622;  Reed  Hawn  Collection,  Stack’s,  August  1973,  Lot 
600. 


Superb  Proof  1845  Half  Dime 

From  the  Eliasberg  Collection 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

504  1845  Rarity-7  as  Proof.  Proof-65  (NGC).  From  our  sale  of  the 

Eliasberg  Collection  and  there  described  as:  “Delicate  blue 
and  gold  toning  around  borders,  silver  at  the  center.  Wire  rim 
on  obverse.  A  superb,  breathtakingly  beautiful  coin.  A  front 
runner  in  the  contest  for  finest  known.”  Need  we  say  more? 

With  one  exception,  the  known  Proof  examples  of  this  coin¬ 
age  date  (of  which  we  can  account  for  just  six  or  seven)  are  all 
from  the  Valentine-la  die  combination.  The  date  is  high  in  the 
field  and  slants  up  to  the  right,  the  digits  845  are  extremely 
close  together,  and  the  top  of  the  5  almost  touches  the  rocky 
base  below  Miss  Liberty.  The  Smithsonian  specimen  has  a 
lower  date  with  the  digit  1  almost  touching  the  border. 

We  have  specific  notes  on  only  six  specimens;  this  coin  must 
be  near  the  top  of  the  list. 

The  recent  market  appearance  of  several  old  cabinets  has  provided  valu¬ 
able  new  data  regarding  early  Proof  coinage.  Our  sales  of  the  Eliasberg  Col¬ 
lection  along  with  our  earlier  offerings  of  the  Norweb  and  Garrett  collec¬ 
tions,  combined  with  David  Akers’  current  offering  of  the  Pittman  Collec¬ 
tion,  and  Stack’s  auctions  of  thejames  A.  Stack,  Sr.  and  Floyd  Starr  cabinets, 
have  combined  to  provide  us  with  an  updated  look  at  numerous  early  Proof 
coins. 

Concerning  the  present  offering,  all  these  marvelous  collections  have 
failed  to  produce  more  than  a  few  examples,  attesting  to  the  true  rarity  of 
this  issue  in  Proof  condition. 

We  are  aware  of  just  the  following  six,  with  a  slim  possibility  of  one  or  two 
more:  (1)  The  currently  offered  specimen,  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection.  (2) 
Wolfson  Collection,  Stack’s,  5/1963,  Lot  453.  (3)  Stack’s,  3/1996,  Lot  251. 
(4)  Pittman  Collection,  part  of  an  1845  Proof  set  to  be  offered  by  David 
Akers  next  May.  (5)  Stack's,  2/1982,  Lot  848.  (6)  Smithsonian  Institution. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  May  1996,  Lot  963.  Ear¬ 
lier  pedigree  not  recorded,  however,  the  Harlan  P.  Smith  sale 
(Chapman  brothers,  May  1906)  and  the  John  G.  Mills  sale 
( Chapman  brothers,  April  1904)  are  the  most  likely  candidates. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

505  1845  MS-65  (NGC).  Mainly  brilliant  on  the  obverse,  pale  rose 

highlights  on  the  reverse.  Scarce  so  fine. 
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Lovely  Gem  Proof  1849  Half  Dime 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

506  1849  Recut  Date.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  steel  blue  toning 

with  iridescent  amber  highlights.  Sharply  struck.  A  curved  lint 
mark  above  DI  in  DIME  serves  as  a  pedigree  marker.  Among 
the  finer  of  an  estimated  eight  known  Proof  examples  of  this 
coinage  date.  The  reverse  die  is  rotated  about  190°. 

In  his  landmark  reference  on  Proof  coinage,  Walter  Breen  identified  the 
Proof  half  dimes  of  1849  as  being  from  three  different  varieties  which  we 
will  refer  to,  quite  simply,  as  die  pairs  1,  2,  and  3.  Die  Pair  1,  also  known  as 
Valentine-8,  has  a  low,  perfect  date  with  no  noticeable  signs  of  recutting.  Die 
Pair  2  has  a  low,  recut  date  with  the  lower  edge  of  the  loop  of  9  recut.  Die 
Pair  3  has  the  obverse  of  Valentine-4,  featuring  the  1849/8  overdate,  com¬ 
bined  with  a  new  reverse.  All  of  the  Proof  examples  we  have  currently  lo¬ 
cated  are  from  Die  Pair  2  and  are  enumerated  below. 

Among  examples  which  Breen  listed  for  Die  Pair  1  are  the  following, 
along  with  our  comments:  ( 1 )  Valentine  Collection  (not  seen  by  Breen  and 
not  illustrated  in  Valentine’s  book)  (2)  An  example  last  seen  in  the  1946 
ANA  sale,  Lot  69  (a  52-year  old  citation  for  a  coin  not  seen  since)  (3)  Lot 
1 19  in  the  Menjou  sale  catalogued  by  Kosoff  in  1950  (another  very  old  cita¬ 
tion  for  a  coin  not  seen  since).  In  addition,  Breen  reported  seeing  two  ex¬ 
amples  in  private  collections  in  the  mid-1950s.  Regarding  Die  Pair-3, 
Breen  recorded  the  following,  also  with  our  comments:  ( 1 )  Norweb  Collec¬ 
tion  (catalogued  by  us  as  AU-55  to  MS-60)  (2)  Bluestone  4/1947,  Lot  1704 
to  Floyd  Starr  (the  cataloguer  for  the  Starr  Collection  identified  this  as  our 
Die  Pair  2,  stating  that  it  had  been  misattributed  by  Breen).  He  also  re¬ 
ported  on  two  examples  that  were  held  in  private  collections,  although  he 
had  seen  neither. 

The  seven  examples  we  have  currently  located  are:  (1)  Pittman  Collection, 
David  Akers,  10/1997  Lot  481.  (2)  Eliasberg  Collection,  Bowers  and 
Merena,  5/1996  Lot  975.  (3)  Wolfson  Collection,  Stack’s,  5/1963  Lot  40.  (4) 
This  coin,  from  Stack’s,  Auction  ’90,  Lot  97.  (5)  Stack’s,  3/1991  Lot  1506. 
(6)  Garrett  Collection,  Stack’s,  3/1976  Lot  107.  (7)  Starr  Collection,  Stack’s, 
10/1992  Lot  330. 

From  Stack’s  session  of  Auction  ’90,  Lot  97. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

507  1850  MS-65  (NGC).  Vividly  toned  in  gold  and  electric  blue. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1853  Half  Dime 

Arrows  At  Date 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

508  1853  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  present 

on  pale  golden  gray  surfaces.  An  outstanding  representative 
example  of  both  the  date  and  grade. 

The  coinage  of  the  new  half  dime  with  arrows  at  the  date  commenced 
April  26,  1853,  under  authority  from  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853.  Prior  to 
this  time,  virtually  no  coins  of  this  denomination  had  been  seen  in  circula¬ 
tion  for  several  years. 

Lustrous  1853  Arrows  Half  Dime 

Gem  Uncirculated 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

509  1853  Arrows.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  pale  gold  and  sky 

blue  highlights  on  both  sides.  Well  struck  from  clashed  dies. 
Another  opportunity  to  acquire  this  important  type  coin. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Expertise! 

When  you  consign  your  coins  and  paper  money  to 
Bowers  and  Merena,  it  will  be  catalogued  by  numismatic 
experts,  backed  up  by  full  in-house  facilities,  including 
our  Graphics  and  Photography  Departments,  and  oth¬ 
ers.  The  result  is  a  beautiful  and  authoritative  catalogue 
which  will  highlight  your  numismatic  material  to  its  best 
advantage.  Did  you  know  that  our  catalogues  have  won 
more  “Catalogue  of  the  Year  Award"  honors  (given  by 
the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild)  than  have  ALL  of  our 
competitors’  combined?  There  must  be  a  reason! 
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Important  Proof  1855  Half  Dime 

With  Arrows  Type 
From  the  Eliasberg  Collection 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

510  1855  Proof-66  (NGC).  An  extremely  important  type  issue  in 

Proof  format.  Of  the  three  years  in  which  half  dimes  with  ar¬ 
rows  at  date  were  issued— 1853,  1854,  1855— the  total  com¬ 
bined  surviving  Proof  population  is  still  low  Rarity-6.  Our 
records  indicate  only  one  or  two  Proofs  of  1853,  perhaps  a 
dozen  1854  Proofs,  and  an  estimated  14  known  Proof  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  1855-dated  issue.  Of  all  these  27  or  28  known 
coins,  the  presently  offered  gem  must  be  within  the  top  two  or 
three,  in  our  opinion. 

The  presently  offered  coin  is  a  superb  gem  from  the  incom¬ 
parable  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  with  light  silvery 
mirrored  surfaces  and  frosted  devices.  Blushes  of  deep  rose 
along  with  faint  bluish  iridescence  add  to  the  aesthetic  appeal 
of  this  little  jewel.  Die  characteristics  are  typical  of  all  known 
Proof  examples,  including  the  very  weak  star  4  and  the  void  in 
the  rock  below  Miss  Liberty,  located  directly  over  the  left  ar¬ 
row. 

We  currently  have  records  of  10  different  coins:  (1)  Eliasberg  Collection, 
Bowers  and  Merena,  5/1996,  Lot  995.  (2)  Starr  Collection,  Stack’s  10/1992 
Lot  334.  (3)  Stack’s,  10/1994,  Lot  232.  (4)  Superior  Galleries,  7/1993,  Lot 
156.  (5)  Superior  Galleries,  2/1987,  Lot  844.  (6)  Pittman  Collection,  David 
Akers,  10/1997,  Lot  501.  (7)  Bareford  Collection,  Stack’s,  10/1981,  Lot  93. 
(8)  Garrett  Collection,  Stack’s,  3/1976,  Lot  112.  (9)  Robison  Collection, 
Stack’s,  2/1982,  Lot  870.  (10)  Smithsonian  Institution.  Additionally,  we 
have  records  of  15  other  auction  appearances,  some  being  earlier  offerings 
of  coins  listed  above,  the  others  certainly  not  representing  more  than  three 
or  four  other  coins. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  May  1996,  Lot  995.  Ear¬ 
lier  from  the  John  G.  Mills  Collection  sold  by  the  Chapman  brothers 
in  April  1904. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

511  1857  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces.  Struck 

from  rusted  dies  which  have  imparted  an  “orange  peel”  effect 
over  much  of  the  coin’s  periphery. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

512  1857  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces.  Struck 

from  rusted  and  clashed  dies. 

To  the  specialist  and  enthusiast,  this  die,  under  magnification,  will  yield  a 
great  deal  of  observation  interest.  At  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  dies  would  of¬ 
ten  rust  in  a  matter  of  two  or  three  months,  unless  they  were  covered  with 
animal  grease  for  protection.  At  the  New  Orleans  Mint,  in  the  miasmas  of 
the  lowland  Mississippi  Delta,  rusting  occurred  even  more  quickly.  Even 
Carson  City  dies  sometimes  rusted,  which  is  a  bit  hard  to  imagine  consider¬ 
ing  the  arid  climate  there.  Rusted  dies  became  lightly  pitted,  which,  in  turn, 
imparted  raised  dots  on  the  coins  made  from  them. 

Regarding  clashed  dies,  such  marks  probably  occurred  when  dies  were 
put  into  a  press,  but  not  adjusted  properly.  On  a  steam-powered  press,  the 
hammer  (upper)  die  was  set  to  descend  to  a  fraction  of  an  inch  from  the 
anvil  (bottom)  die  and  then  retreat.  During  this  time,  if  a  planchet  was  in 
place,  a  coin  would  have  been  struck.  If  a  planchet  was  not  in  place,  and  the 
dies  were  securely  fastened,  the  result  would  have  been  nothing.  However, 
if  the  die  slipped  in  its  mounting,  or  was  improperly  adjusted  to  begin  with, 
and  there  was  no  planchet,  the  obverse  die  would  make  an  impression  on 
the  reverse  die,  and  vice  versa.  Such  events  happened  with  great  frequency 
among  early  coins,  particularly,  it  seems,  among  Liberty  Seated  issues  of  the 
1850s  and  1860s.  The  certification  services  take  no  notice  whatsoever  of 
such  interesting  peculiarities— a  grade  is  a  grade  is  a  grade. 

Gem  Mint  State  1859  Half  Dime 

Single-Year  Sub-Type 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

513  1859  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous  with  attractive  golden 

highlights  on  both  sides.  Scarce  this  nice. 

Said  to  have  been  designed  and  executed  by  engraver  Anthony  Paquet, 
the  obverse  of  the  1859-dated  half  dime  issue  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint  has 
some  subtle  differences  that  set  it  apart  from  previous  issues.  The  stars,  for 
instance,  are  hollow,  while  LIBERTY  appears  in  larger  letters.  This  die  style 
was  not  used  in  New  Orleans  in  1859.  Instead,  the  older  “solid-star”  dies  of 
the  previous  year,  shipped  there  in  December  1858,  were  employed. 
Paquet’s  1859  obverse  was  utilized,  however,  for  the  rare  and  desirable  tran¬ 
sitional  or  “stateless"  half  dime  issue. 

There  are  abundant  research  opportunities  in  American  numismatics  of 
the  past  century,  and  the  life  of  Anthony  Paquet  is  one  of  them.  Paquet 
worked  privately  in  New  York,  later  in  Philadelphia,  gaining  employment  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1857,  where  he  remained  through  much  of  the 
Civil  War,  later  to  go  into  private  practice.  While  at  the  Mint,  he  served  un¬ 
der  Chief  Engraver  James  B.  Longacre,  creating  a  number  of  distinctive 
dies,  some  of  which  are  quite  crude  (the  seated  Miss  Liberty  with  fasces  ob¬ 
verse  on  the  1859  pattern  $20  will  not  withstand  close  artistic  scrutiny  under 
magnification),  and  others  which  have  a  degree  of  elegance— perhaps  the 
1859  hall  dime  obverse  being  one  of  these.  Paquet  was  given  the  honor  of 
cutting  certain  dies  for  James  Ross  Snowden  and  the  Washington  Cabinet, 
inaugurated  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  on  February  22,  I860,  amidst  much 
numismatic  pageantry. 

Exactly  what  pattern  dies  Paquet  may  have  cut  is  not  known  with  ret  taint', 
nor  has  anyone  ever  published  a  definitive  list  of  medals  produced  bv 
Paquet  in  the  private  sector. 
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Popular  1860-0  Half  Dime 

Gem  Mint  State 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

514  1860-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty,  brilliant,  and  lustrous.  This  is 
the  final  half  dime  issue  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  A  rarity  at 
this  grade  level. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1  finer  (MS-67). 

515  ANACS-certified  Proof  half  dime  duo:  ☆  1862  Proof-62. 
Toned  ☆  1871  Proof-61.  Mainly  brilliant.  A  nice  pair.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 


Superb  Uncirculated  1865  Half  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

516  1865  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  attractive  pale  vio¬ 

let  at  the  rims.  Prooflike,  with  nice  cameo  contrast  on  both 
sides.  A  low-mintage  rarity,  one  of  only  13,000  pieces  of  the 
date  intended  for  circulation. 

NGC  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  business  strike  mintage  was 
melted.  Such  coins  were  not  circulated  at  par  when  they  were  struck,  and  by 
the  time  specie  payments  were  resumed  in  a  significant  way  on  April  30, 
1876,  the  denomination  was  obsolete  (having  been  abolished  under  the 
.  Coinage  Act  .of  1873). 


1  517  1866  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  steel  gray  cameo.  A  doubly  desirable 

date  with  low  business  strike  and  Proof  mintages. 

Proof  mintage:  725  pieces. 


Gem  Mint  State  1867  Half  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

518  1867  MS-66  (PCGS).  Rich  gold  and  rose  iridescence  on  both 

sides,  some  silvery  brilliance  on  the  high  points.  One  of  only 
8,000  examples  of  the  date  struck  for  circulation,  a  low  mint¬ 
age  figure  for  any  U.S.  coinage  series!  Prooflike.  A  great  rarity 
this  choice,  in  fact,  several  leagues  rarer  than  an  equivalent 
Proof. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

Although  8,000  pieces  were  struck  for  circulation,  and  possibly  intended 
to  be  released  at  a  later  date  (as  the  Treasury  had  stopped  paying  out  silver 
coins  at  par  in  1862),  it  is  likely  that  nearly  all  went  to  the  melting  pot  after 
1873,  when  the  denomination  was  abolished  (see  related  note  under  the 
1865  business  strike  half  dime  offered  above). 


Prooflike  1867  Half  Dime 

A  Rarity  by  Any  Account 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

519  1867  MS-65  (NGC).  Mainly  brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  vio¬ 
let  at  the  rims.  Heavily  frosted  devices  and  mirror  fields.  Rare 
in  high  grades.  Struck  from  heavily  clashed  dies.  Obverse 
cracked  from  rim  through  second  S  of  STATES,  and  from 
there  to  Liberty’s  shoulder.  A  rarity  by  any  account,  another 
business  strike  of  an  issue  which  is  seldom  seen  at  this  level- 
much  less  multiple  gem  examples  in  a  single  auction  sale. 
However,  the  present  sale  is  not  a  typical  sale  in  any  way, 
shape,  or  form.  Opportunities  abound,  and  this  is  one  of 
them. 

NGC  Population:  9;  6  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

520  1 869  Proof-63  (ANACS).  Light  cameo  details,  a  hint  of  rose  on 
each  side.  From  a  Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  6(H)  pieces. 

52 1  Pair  of  ANACS-certified  1 870  half  dimes,  one  Proof-62,  mostlv 
brilliant,  and  one  MS-62,  attractively  toned.  ( lotal:  2  pieces) 
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522  1870  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  warm  orange-gold  surfaces. 


523  1872-S  Mintmark  Below  Wreath.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sharp  and 

lustrous  specimen  with  splashes  of  violet  at  the  obverse  rim. 
The  reverse  is  beautifully  toned  in  pale  blue  and  rose. 

Dimes 

Ten-cent  pieces  in  the  present  catalogue  include  many  pieces 
of  interest  to  the  connoisseur  and  specialist.  Certainly  the  1814 
is  among  the  very  finest  of  its  date  and  variety  and,  indeed, 
checks  in  as  the  absolutely  finest  certified  by  NGC.  The  lovely 
and  rare  Proof  of  1 825  is  deserv  ing  of  close  attention,  as  are  the 
several  pieces  that  follow  it,  most  notably  a  high-grade  1838-0 
(a  date  and  mintmark  issue  which,  when  seen,  is  apt  to  be  in 
worn  grades).  Other  Liberty  Seated  dimes  include  an  1848 
Proof  which  passed  our  way  two  years  ago  as  part  of  the 
Eliasberg  Collection,  some  truly  outstanding  Mint  State  coins, 
a  highly  important  1860-S,  and  more. 

Barber  dimes  are  highlighted  by  coins  from  the  Charles  S. 
Mamiye  Collection,  one  of  the  finest  cabinets  to  cross  the 
auction  block.  Mercury  dimes  also  include  a  number  of  worth¬ 
while  pieces.  Closing  out  the  denomination  is  a  rarity  from  our 
own  time,  a  1968  Proof  lacking  the  required  S  mintmark. 


Incredible  Mint  State  1801  10£ 


From  The  Norweb  Collection 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

525  1801  JR-1.  MS-65  (NGC).  Deeply  lustrous  golden  brown  sur¬ 

faces  with  bluish  green  and  amber  iridescence.  Clearly  the  fin¬ 
est  1801  dime  of  either  variety  and  of  amazing  rarity  in  Mint 
State  preservation.  In  fact,  this  date  is  scarce  regardless  of 
grade.  A  review  of  the  past  10  editions  of  Auction  Prices  Real¬ 
ized  covering  all  coins  sold  at  auction  from  1987  through  1996, 
reveals  a  total  of  only  23  offerings  in  this  period,  covering  all 
grades  down  to  Very  Good. 

The  authors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes  were  aware  of  not  more  than  four 
or  five  Mint  State  1801  dimes  with  the  finest  seen  of  either  of  the  two  variet¬ 
ies  listed  as  MS-63.  In  their  population  reports,  PCGS  and  NGC  combined 
have  graded  one  MS-65  (this  coin),  a  single  MS-61,  and  three  coins  in  AU. 

The  only  Mint  State  examples  of  this  variety  for  which  we  currently  have 
records  are:  (1)  This  coin,  from  our  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  Lot  399; 
(2)  The  Waldo  Bolen  coin,  Rarcoa,  1 1/1995,  Lot  2014;  and  (3)  The  Lovejoy 
coin,  Stack’s  10/1990,  Lot  16,  earlier  from  Stack’s,  6/1980,  Lot  293. 

Die  notes:  The  obverse  has  noticeable  rust  pits,  particularly  in  the  right 
obverse  field.  Light  obverse  clash  marks  are  visible,  however  no  cracks  are 
present.  The  reverse  die  has  extensive  rust  pitting  over  most  of  the  surface. 
The  obverse  die  was  first  used  on  this  variety  and  then  used  on  the  1801 JR- 
2  die  marriage.  The  reverse  had  its  initial  use  in  1800  for  theJR-2  variety 
struck  prior  to  the  present  die  marriage. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  October  1987,  Lot  399. 
Earlier  purchased  by  the  Norwebs  in  a  private  transaction  from  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Co.,  April  22,  1 953. 


526  1805  Four  Berries.  JR-2.  VF-20;  sharpness  slightly  finer  with  a 

reverse  scratch  through  the  shield  and  olive  branch  at  right.  Pale 
gray  with  sharp  detail  and  full  borders  indicating  a  well-centered 
impression.  Dimes  of  this  coinage  year  are  known  with  four  ber¬ 
ries  or  five  berries  in  the  branch  on  the  reverse.  The  Four  Ber¬ 
ries  variety  is  the  more  common  by  a  slight  margin. 


524  1796  John  Reich-2.  Rarity-4.  Net  VG-8;  sharpness  of  F-12  but 

cleaned.  The  piece  has  an  attractive  appearance  with  pale  gray 
toning  and  deeper  grayish  orange  hues  at  the  edges  and  on  the 
reverse.  A  few  minor  scratches  are  noted. 


Amazing  Gem  1814  Dime 

The  Finest  Certified 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

527  1814  Large  Date.  JR-3.  MS-66  (NGC).  An  incredible  coin!  Per¬ 

haps  no  more  needs  to  be  said,  but  we  will  say  more  anyway: 
Golden  orange  central  toning  on  the  obverse,  slightly  lighter 
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on  (he  reverse.  Traces  of  pale  bluish  green  iridescence  are 
found  at  the  peripheral  areas  on  both  surfaces.  Close  examina¬ 
tion  fails  to  reveal  any  distracting  marks  or  impairments.  This 
is  almost  certainly  the  finest  example  of  this  variety  currently 
certified,  and  must  rank  among  the  highest  graded  1814 
dimes,  regardless  of  variety. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

Very  late  die  state,  in  fact,  even  later  than  the  intriguing  Eliasberg  coin 
(Lot  1060).  The  obverse  has  two  distinct  bulges,  caused  by  a  depression  in 
the  die  surface,  the  first  affecting  stars  1  and  2,  the  other  at  star  8  and  above. 
Extremely  heavy  clash  marks  are  noted  and  there  appears  to  be  a  light  crack 
through  the  second  bulge,  from  the  rim  to  star  8.  The  reverse  is  completely 
shattered  with  severe  cracks  among  the  vertical  shield  stripes. 


Choice  Proof  1825  JR-2  Dime 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 


528  1825  JR-2.  Rarity-7  as  a  Proof.  Proof-63  (NGC).  Reflective 

faint  gray  with  pale  amber  peripheral  toning.  Softly  struck  in 
the  central  areas,  virtually  identical  in  this  regard  to  the 
Norweb  Proof  of  this  variety  which  we  sold  in  1987.  Undoubt¬ 
edly  a  Proof  striking,  however,  with  deep  mirrored  fields,  in¬ 
cluding  the  spaces  between  dentils. 

There  seems  to  be  some  confusion  regarding  the  number  of  Proofs 
known  for  dimes  of  this  variety.  In  his  Encyclopedia  of  Proof  coins,  Walter 
Breen  reported  just  two  Proof  specimens  of  this  die  variety  known  to  him, 
among  eight  or  nine  known  for  the  coinage  date— implying  that  six  or  seven 
were  known  of  other  die  varieties.  This  statement  was  repeated  in  our 
Norweb  catalogue.  The  authors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes,  seem  to  differ 
and  note:  “At  least  seven  Proofs  reported”  of  this  particular  die  variety,  with¬ 
out  mention  of  any  other  Proofs  known  among  other  varieties. 


Gem  1828  JR-1  Dime 


:  529  1828  Small  Date,  Square  Based  2.  JR-1.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lus¬ 

trous  lilac  and  golden  gray  surfaces.  Sharply  struck.  Quite  elu¬ 
sive  in  this  grade,  as  are  all  dimes  of  this  era.  When  Capped 
Bust  10-cent  pieces  are  encountered  in  choice  Mint  State,  they 
are  apt  to  be  dated  after  1830. 

NGC  Population:  5;  2  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

For  many  years  what  we  now  know  as  1828  JR-1  was  called  the  ‘Small  Di¬ 
ameter”  type  of  the  year,  while  JR-2  was  the  “Large  Diameter.”  As  the  Dime 
Book  authors  pointed  out  however,  the  diameters  of  the  two  types  are  ac¬ 
tually  the  same. 


Splendid  1830  JR-7  Dime 


530  1830  JR-7.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  at  the  central  high 
points,  attractively  toned  in  gold,  rose,  and  blue  elsewhere. 
Among  the  finest  known  specimens  of  this  scarce  variety. 

Obverse  Die  State:  Die  faintly  cracked  from  rim  through  seventh  star  and 
then  to  Miss  Liberty’s  eyebrow.  Also  cracked  faintly  from  Liberty’s  chin 
across  her  jawline,  then  through  her  hair  and  out  the  end  of  the  bottom  hair 
ribbon,  into  the  field  to  a  point  near  the  12th  star.  This  crack  is  in  a  more 
advanced  state  than  typically  encountered. 

531  1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  with 
mostly  brilliant  surfaces,  very  faint  toning  is  present  at  the 
rims.  A  few  trivial  surface  marks  are  noted. 


Delightful  Gem  1838-0  Dime 

No  Stars 

A  Landmark  Coin 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

532  1838-0  No  Stars.  MS-64.  Lightly  cleaned  at  one  time,  only  ap¬ 

parent  in  the  right  obverse  field.  Toned  an  attractive  golden 
gray  on  satiny  surfaces.  Diagnostic  repunched  mintmark.  A 
very  faint  die  crack  can  be  seen  at  UNITE  on  the  reverse,  oth¬ 
erwise  free  of  the  cracks  that  developed  later  (see  note  below). 
Struck  in  the  first  year  of  New  Orleans  Mint  coinage  opera¬ 
tions.  Sharply  struck  in  all  areas  of  the  design  (which  is  often 
not  the  case  for  this  date).  Seldom  seen  in  any  Uncirculated 
grade.  A  coin  for  the  connoisseur. 

According  to  Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia,  30  examples  of  this  date  were 
struck  on  May  7,  1838.  Of  those,  10  were  given  to  dignitaries  as  presentation 
pieces,  while  20  went  into  the  cornerstone  of  the  New  American  Theatre  in 
New  Orleans.  The  Eliasberg  specimen  (a  true  gem  in  its  own  right)  has  sev¬ 
eral  die  cracks  and  cuds  visible  on  both  sides,  thereby  eliminating  it  trom 
the  30  “first  strike”  pieces  Breen  wrote  about.  The  light  crack  on  the  pres¬ 
ently  offered  piece  suggests  that  it  was  struck  prior  to  the  Eliasberg  speci¬ 
men  and  probably  after  the  presentation  pieces  mentioned. 

Liberty  Seated  dimes  without  stars  on  the  obverse  were  struck  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  in  1837  and  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  1838,  and  not  in  any 
other  venues  or  dates.  Quite  a  few  183/  Philadelphia  Mint  coins  were  saved, 
and  while  specimens  are  not  easy  to  find  in  comparison  to  the  tremendous 
demand  for  them,  the  patient  connoisseur  will  have  his  or  her  choice  of  sev¬ 
eral  pieces  during  a  given  year.  The  1838-0  dimes  arc  a  different  storv  en¬ 
tirely.  While  the  30  pieces  may  have  been  made  as  presentation  coins,  these 
are  not  generally  known  to  the  numismatic  community  today,  and  we  are 
not  aware  of  even  a  single  piece  that  can  claim  this  pedigree.  Rather,  high- 
grade  1838-0  dimes,  very  few  in  number,  seem  to  have  survived  as  a  matter 
of  rare  chance.  No  more  than  a  half  dozen  or  so  examples  in  all  of  numis¬ 
matics  can  match  the  Eliasberg  coin  or  the  coin  offered  here.  In  absolute 
terms,  we  consider  the  1838-0  dime  in  MS-64  and  MS-65  grades  to  be  at 
least  100  times  rarer  than  its  1837  Philadelphia  Mint  cousin! 
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Frosty  1838  Large  Stars  10^ 

Gem  Uncirculated 


533  1838  Large  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lustrous.  Mostly 

brilliant  with  some  rainbow  iridescence  on  both  sides.  The 
first  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  type  with  obverse  stars. 

Heavy  die  lines  are  present  on  the  reverse  at  and  above  the  first  T  of 
STATES. 


Gem  Mint  State  1842  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


534  1842  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny,  lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces.  A 

plentiful  date  with  a  mintage  of  nearly  1.9  million  pieces  that 
becomes  a  “condition”  rarity  at  the  gem  Mint  State  level. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  none  finer. 

A  tiny  reverse  die  crack  extends  from  the  tip  of  the  right  wreath  stem  to 
the  rim. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1842  Dime 


535  1842  MS-65  (NGC).  Reflective  pale  rose  surfaces  and  lightly 

frosted  motifs  display  a  pleasing  cameo  contrast.  Lustrous. 
NGC  Population:  3;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


1848  Proof  Dime  Rarity 

From  the  Eliasberg  Collection 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

536  1848  Greer-101.  Proof-65  (NGC).  From  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 

Sr.,  Collection  which  we  sold  in  May  1996.  The  Eliasberg  de- 
srription  told  the  story:  “Mottled  light  golden  and  electric  blue 
toning.  Wire  rims  on  much  of  both  sides.  A  cameo  gem  of  ex¬ 
quisite  quality.  It  would  be  hard  to  envision  an  equal  coin, 
much  less  a  finer  one.” 

We  believe  this  coin  tt>  be  one  of  the  two  finest  of  nine  speci¬ 
mens  known,  based  on  our  current  notes.  I  he  other  con¬ 


tender  for  finest  known  status  is  the  Pittman  Collection  coin, 
sold  last  October  by  David  Akers. 

Among  die  nine  examples  recorded  in  our  notes  are  two  in  permanent 
museum  collections  and  another  which  has  not  been  seen  for  25  years.  (1) 
Pittman  Collection,  David  Akers,  10/1997,  Lot  601.  (2)  Eliasberg  Collec¬ 
tion,  the  presently  offered  specimen.  (3)  Lovejoy  Collection,  Stack's,  10/ 
1990,  Lot  241.  (4)  Starr  Collection,  Stack’s,  10/1992,  Lot  365.  (5)  Stack’s,  1/ 
1990,  Lot  84.  (6)  Stack’s,  5/1990,  Lot  348.  (7)  Bowers  and  Ruddy,  5/1972, 
Lot  752.  (8)  ANS  Collection.  (9)  Smithsonian  Institution. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  May  1996,  Lot  1136. 
Probably  earlier  from  the  Harlan  P.  Smith  Collection,  Chapman 
brothers,  May  1906,  Lot  957. 


Richly  Toned  1853  Arrows  Dime 

Gem  Uncirculated 


537  1853  Arrows  at  Date.  MS-65  (NGC).  Deeply  and  richly  toned 

in  gold,  light  blue,  and  rose.  Sharply  struck  on  both  sides.  A 
lovely  gem  specimen  of  a  perennial  favorite  among  type  coins. 


Delightful  1854-0  Arrows  Dime 

Gem  Mint  State 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

538  1854-0  Arrows  at  Date.  MS-66  (NGC).  A  lustrous  golden  gem. 

Sharply  struck  from  lightly  rusted  dies,  which  imparted  a 
nearly  matte-like  appearance  to  the  surfaces. 

NGC  Population:  4;  1  finer  (MS-67). 

To  pick  up  on  an  earlier  comment,  the  New  Orleans  Mint  was  built  on 
reclaimed  swampland  not  far  from  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River.  As  a 
consequence,  it  is  not  unusual  to  find  coins  struck  from  dies  with  various 
degrees  of  rust  damage,  caused  by  the  moist  conditions  of  the  lowlands. 


Pleasing  1858  Dime 


539  1858  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray  surfaces  displav  iri¬ 

descent  gold,  sea  green,  and  electric  blue  highlights  at  the 
rims.  A  surprisingly  scarce  date  in  gem  Uncirculated  grade. 
PCGS  Population:  4;  5  finer  (MS-67  finest). 
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Lovely  Gem  1859  Dime 


540  1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  rose  iridescence  on  highly  lustrous 

surfaces.  Lightly  struck  in  a  few  small  areas.  An  elusive  date  at 
this  grade  level. 


Gem  1860-S  Dime  Rarity 

Stars  Obverse,  Style  of  1859 
A  Key  to  the  Series 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

541  1860-S  Stars  on  Obverse,  Style  of  1859.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Lively  golden  lustre  on  satiny  silver  gray  surfaces. The  last  of 
the  “old  series”  of  dimes;  by  this  date,  Philadelphia  and  New 
Orleans  had  already  switched  to  the  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  obverse  type.  Typically  encountered  in  well  worn 
grades,  even  an  MS-60  specimen  would  bring  forth  great  in¬ 
terest.  One  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  the  date  and 
highly  important  as  such. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  2  finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Superb  Gem  1861  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


542  1861  Type  I  Shield  Stripes.  MS-66  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem 

with  pale  golden  highlights  on  each  side. 

NGC  Population:  6;  none  finer. 

The  obverse  of  this  date  is  found  with  two  shield  types.  The  first  of  these 
types  has  five  vertical  stripes  in  the  portion  of  the  shield  between  the  edge  of 
the  ribbon  and  the  bottom  horizontal  stripe,  while  the  second  type  has  six 
vertical  stripes  in  the  same  area.  The  NGC  population  does  not  take  into 
consideration  die  varieties  of  the  year  and  refers  only  to  the  basic  year  and 
mint. 


543  1864  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  just  a  dusting 

of  gold  on  each  side.  Semi-prooflike.  A  famous  low-mintage 


date.  Only  11,000  business  strikes  were  produced,  relatively 
few  of  which  exist  today. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  8  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Gem  Proof  1866  Dime 


544  1866  Proof-66  (NGC).  Mirror  fields  and  frosted  devices  deeply 

and  evenly  toned  in  iridescent  violet  and  gunmetal-blue.  From 
a  low  Proof  mintage  of  725  coins. 

NGC  Population:  4;  3  finer  (Proof-67  finest). 


Gem  Uncirculated  1866  Dime  Rarity 


545  1866  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  prooflike  specimen  with  pale 

golden  highlights  on  frosted  motifs  and  satiny  reflective  fields. 
Strong  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  A  low-mintage  rarity, 
one  of  only  8,000  business  strikes  of  the  date  produced.  Sec¬ 
ond  6  in  date  lightly  repunched  at  left  bottom. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Silver  coins  of  this  era  were  struck  and  then  stored  by  the  Treasury  De¬ 
partment,  not  to  be  released  until  1876  and  later  (although  a  few  various  is¬ 
sues  were  paid  out  as  early  as  1873).  In  the  meantime,  a  dimeless  American 
commerce  had  10-cent  transactions  facilitated  by  Fractional  Currency  notes 
of  like  denomination. 


Gem  1866  Dime 

Low-Mintage  Rarity 


546  1866  MS-65  (NGC).  Blue  and  rose  toning  predominates  on 

frosty  gray  surfaces.  Rare  this  nice.  Another  lovely  example  of 
a  low'-mintage  date,  one  which  is  far  more  available  in  Proof 
than  in  equivalent  Mint  State  levels. 

NGC  Population:  7;  3  finer  (MS-68  finest). 


Another  Notable  1866  Dime 

Business  Strike  Rarity 


547  1866  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces.  Nearly 

prooflike  with  a  light  cameo  effect  on  both  sides.  Good  things  are 
said  to  come  in  pairs,  and  in  the  present  stile  sometimes  in  threes 
and  fours.  Here  is  another  truly  notable  specimen  of  the  1866 
dime,  a  significant  rarity  in  high-grade  business  stiike  form. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  4  finer  (MS-66  finest). 
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548  1869-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  rose  iridescence  on  both  sides. 

Nicely  struck  for  the  date.  Only  infrequently  found  in  gem 
Mint  State. 

NGC  Population:  10;  7  finer  (MS-65  finest). 


549  1869-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  with  a  hint  of 

pale  blue  on  the  reverse.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date.  Seldom 
seen  at  this  level  or  finer.  Numismatists  of  this  era  who  col¬ 
lected  dimes  simply  ordered  a  Proof  of  each  date  and  com¬ 
pletely  ignored  mintmarks. 

NGC  Population:  10;  7  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Popular  1873  With  Arrows  Dime 


550  1873  Arrows  at  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  pale  golden 

example  of  a  popular  type  coin.  Not  often  seen  in  this  high 
grade. 

Rare  1876-CC  Dime  Variety 

Doubled  Die  Reverse 


551  1876-CC  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  MS-66  (NGC).  Breen-3397. 

Brilliant  at  the  obverse  center,  with  splashes  of  violet  and  blue 
at  the  rim.  The  reverse  shimmers  with  warm  iridescent  gold 
highlights.  Reverse  doubling  plainest  at  the  E  of  both  ONE 
and  DIME.  Struck  from  lightly  rusted  dies. 

NGC  Population:  9;  1  finer  (MS-67). 

Gem  Mint  State  1876-S  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


552  1876-S  MS-66  (NGC).  A  rich  panoply  of  golden  gray,  rose,  and 

pale  blue  unfolds  on  satiny,  lustrous  surfaces.  A  rarity  at  this 
grade  level  despite  its  generous  mintage. 

NGC  Population:  2;  none  finer. 


553  1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  nearly  fully  prooflike. 


554  1878  Proof-65  (NGC).  Deep  grayish  brown  with  vivid  blue  iri¬ 
descence.  In  his  Proof  Encyclopedia,  Walter  Breen  suggested  a 
mintage  of  750  coins.  He  further  stated  the  recorded  figure  of 
800  results  from  600  sets  delivered  in  the  first  quarter  of  1878 
and  200  in  the  second  quarter.  Some  of  these,  according  to 
Breen  were  “doubtless  dated  1877.”  Should  the  mintage  of 
Proof  dimes  dated  1878  be  in  a  future  coin  quiz,  either  750  or 
800  will  be  an  acceptable  answer! 

555  Selection  of  certified  Liberty  Seated  and  Barber  dimes:  ☆  1883 
MS-62  (NGC)  ☆  1908-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Breen-3568.  “Tripled 
8”  variety  ☆  1911  MS-63  (NGC)  ☆  1912(2).  MS-64  (NGC),  and 
MS-63  (ANACS)  ☆  1914  MS-63  (ANACS).  All  display  various 
degrees  of  toning.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

Outstanding  Proof  1884  Dime 


556  1884  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  splash  of  deep  russet  at  the  obverse 

center,  otherwise  a  fully  “white”  cameo  Proof.  From  a  Proof 
mintage  of  875  pieces. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  3  finer  (Proof-68  finest). 


557  1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny  surfaces  display  radiant 

cartwheel  lustre. 


558  1884  MS-65  (NGC).  A  richly  toned  gem.  Well  struck  for  the 

date  with  nearly  full  head  details. 


559  1886  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  warm  rose  ha¬ 
los  at  the  rims. 

560  1890  MS-65  (NGC).  Att  ractive  golden  toning  on  satiny,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces. 
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Barber  Dimes _ 

The  following  offering  of  Barber  dimes  highlights  many 
splendid  pieces  from  the  remarkable  cabinet  of  Charles  S. 
Mamiye,  discussed  at  length  in  the  introduction  to  the  present 
catalogue.  Truly  this  is  one  of  the  finest  offerings  of  our  time. 

561  1892  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  touch  of  gold 
at  the  rims.  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  cameo  details.  First  year 
of  the  Barber  design  type. 

562  1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  lightly  toned. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

563  1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  satiny  gem  with  pale  rose  highlights. 
Lustrous. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

564  1892-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  iridescent  silver  gray  surfaces. 

A  popular  and  somewhat  scarce  (in  this  grade)  dime  from  the 
first  year  of  the  type. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

565  1892-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Rich  blue  and  rose  iridescence 
at  the  rims. 

From  the  Ch&rles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

566  1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous;  a  satiny 
gem. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


567  1893-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Gold  and  violet  highlights  on  frosty  sur¬ 

faces.  Not  at  all  easy  to  find  in  this  grade. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


568  1893-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Scarce  this  nice.  A  lovely  medium  gray 
gem  with  rose,  blue,  and  golden  iridescence  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  5  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

569  1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Elusive  1894-0  Dime 

Gem  Uncirculated 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

570  1894-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  in  iridescent  blue,  sea 

green,  and  silver.  A  popular  low-mintage  date  (in  this  case, 
720,000  pieces  were  coined).  Rare,  particularly  at  the  gem 
level.  By  any  account,  this  is  a  key  to  the  Barber  dime  series. 
Just  as  it  was  and  is  a  prize  in  the  Mamiye  Collection,  for  the 
connoisseur  and  specialist  it  will  be  a  great  find— a  showpiece 
in  the  cabinet  of  its  new  owner. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


571  1894-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  blue  and  gold 

at  the  rims.  Another  worthwhile  example  of  this  scarce  San 
Francisco  issue.  Most  specialists  would  be  content  to  have  but 
a  single  specimen  of  the  elusive  1894-0  in  Mint  State,  but  the 
presently  offered  piece  is  a  Mamiye  Collection  duplicate! 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


572  1895  MS-64  (NGC).  A  scarce  and  desirable  Philadelphia  Mint 

issue  in  all  grades;  just  690,000  examples  of  the  date  were 
struck  for  general  circulation.  Highly  lustrous  with  pale  rose 
highlights  on  both  sides. 

NGC  Population:  12;  4  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

In  business  strike  format  and  in  gem  condition  the  1895  is  several  orders 
scarcer  than  an  equivalent  Proof.  For  the  connoisseur  and  specialist  here, 
indeed,  is  a  rare  treasure. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 
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Low-Mintage  1895-0  Dime  Rarity 

Gem  Uncirculated 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


573  1895-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  satiny.  A  prize  for 

the  alert  specialist.  One  of  440,000  pieces  struck  of  the  date, 
the  lowest  production  figure  in  the  Barber  dime  series  (save 
for  the  1894-S  rarity  with  its  tiny  mintage  of  just  24  pieces). 
The  presently  offered  1895-0  is  one  of  the  great  highlights  of 
the  Barber  dimes  in  the  Mamiye  Collection  (but  see  the  next 
lot!). 

NGC  Population:  7;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Time  was  when  just  about  anyone  past  the  beginning  stage  of  American 
numismatics  would  have  recognized  the  1895-0  as  one  of  the  scarcest  issues 
among  dimes  of  the  last  century  or  so.  Of  course,  the  scarcity  hasn’t 
changed,  and  if  anything  the  1895-0  dime  is  rarer  than  ever.  However,  in 
recent  times  there  has  been  so  much  commercial  “fluff’  concerning  other 
coins,  many  of  which  are  not  classics,  that  coins  such  as  the  1895-0  have 
been  overlooked. 

There  are  classics  and  there  are  classics,  but  high  in  the  order  of  ranking 
of  such  are  pieces  that  in  any  and  all  grades  are  basically  rare.  The  1895-0  is 
such  a  piece.  Even  a  well-worn  coin  is  an  attraction. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Rare  1895-0  Barber  Dime 

Another  Remarkable  Coin! 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

574  1895-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny,  lustrous  surfaces  display  warm 

golden  highlights  on  both  sides.  Rare  this  fine.  Another  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  acquire  this  American  classic— a  truly  remarkable  situ¬ 
ation.  One  can  look  through  dozens  of  hundreds  of  American 
auction  catalogues  of  past  decades  and  find  very  few  offerings 
of  even  a  single  gem  1895-0  dime,  never  mind  two  of  them.  As 
noted,  the  Mamiye  Collection  is  very  special. 

From  the  Charles  .S'.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Scarce  1895-S  Barber  Dime 

Gem  Uncirculated 


575  1895-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  scarce  and  desirable  branch  mint  is¬ 

sue  from  the  early  years  of  the  Barber  dime  series.  Among  the 
finest  certified  by  PCGS.  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  1  finer  (MS-65). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


576  1895-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  golden 
at  the  rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

577  1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  gray. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Desirable  1896-0  Dime  Rarity 

Gem  Uncirculated 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

578  1896-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  popular  semi-key  date,  scarce  in  all 

grades,  and  a  significant  rarity  in  gem  Uncirculated.  Frosty, 
lustrous  surfaces  with  a  hint  of  gold  on  both  sides. 

NGC  Population:  2;  4  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Lustrous  1896-0  Barber  Dime 


Choice  Uncirculated 


579  1896-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  scarce  semi-key  date,  particularly  in 

choice  Uncirculated.  Attractive  pale  golden  highlights  on  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces. 

An  excellent  verification  of  the  old  saying  that  good  things  come  in  pairs. 
This  must  have  been  one  of  Charles  Mamiye’s  favorite  aphorisms— and  how 
fortunate  present  bidders  are  as  a  result!  If  the  earlier-offered  MS-64  does 
not  suit  your  budget  or  taste,  then  this  MS-63  certainly  is  front  rank  and  is 
worthy  of  your  close  attention. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1896-S  Dime 


580  1896-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gem  example  of  a  well-known  rarity, 
and  nearly  as  fine  as  can  be  found  for  the  date.  One  of  just 
575,056  examples  of  the  date  struck,  the  fourth  lowest  mintage 
figure  of  all  Barber  dime  issues.  Iridescent  gray  with  lively 
splashes  of  sky  blue,  rose,  and  gold.  Another  highly  important 
“find"  in  a  line-up  of  Barber  dimes  that  will  be  long  remem¬ 
bered  by  specialists  in  the  field. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

A  fine,  spidery  network  of  small  die  cracks  can  be  seen  on  each  side. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

581  1897  MS-65  (PCGS).  Relatively  scarce  at  the  gem  Uncirculated 
level,  despite  a  very  generous  mintage  of  more  than  10.8  million 
pieces.  Frosty  and  lustrous,  with  a  touch  of  gold  on  each  side. 

PCGS  Population:  20;  4  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

Rare'  1897-0  Barber  Dime 

Gem  Uncirculated 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

!  582  1897-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Another  highly  respected  rarity  in  the 

Barber  dime  series,  especially  in  gem  Mint  State.  And,  this  is 
also  another  low-mintage  date,  in  the  present  instance  a  dime 
of  which  666,000  were  minted,  the  eighth  lowest  production 
figure  for  a  business  strike  Barber  dime.  Fully  brilliant  and 
highly  lustrous  with  a  hint  of  rose  at  the  rims. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  5  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

It  is  remembered  that  the  desirability  of  low-mintage  Barber  coins  such  as 
'  this  is  compounded  by  the  fact  that  in  1897  only  a  few  people  desired  to 
collect  coins  by  mintmarked  variety.  In  fact,  the  writer  (QDB)  recalls  B.  Max 
Mehl  stating  that  as  late  as  1905-1910,  he  didn’t  bother  looking  on  “the 
other  side  of  Barber  coins  to  see  whether  or  not  there  was  a  mintmark!” 
People  bought  them  simply  by  date  when  he  offered  assortments  of  dimes 
in  groups  and  packets  (cataloguing  individual  pieces  for  sale  at  auction  was 
a  different  matter). 

Collecting  branch  mint  coins  began  its  popularity  in  1893  when  Augustus 
G.  Heaton  published  for  the  nominal  sum  of  $1  his  monograph,  Mint  Marks 
(spelled  by  him  as  two  words,  today  we  usually  say  it  as  one  word, 
mintmarks).  Interest  remained  at  a  low  level,  however,  until  the  summer  of 
1909,  when  the  San  Francisco  Mint  version  of  the  newly  released  V.D.B.  Lin¬ 
coln  cent  blazed  a  brilliant  trail  and  garnered  much  publicity  when  it  was 
found  to  be  worth  multiples  of  face  value-simply  because  of  the  presence  of 
a  tiny  “S.”  From  that  time  onward,  mintmark  collecting  played  to  a  wider 
audience.  However,  true  popularity  did  not  occur  until  the  1930s  when 
Wayte  Raymond  mass-merchandised  popular  album  pages  with  spaces  for 
coins  by  date  and  mintmark. 

Returning  to  the  1897-0  dime,  one  considers  that  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  Americans  avidly  pursue  numismatics,  and  that  thousands  of  numisma¬ 
tists  enjoy  Barber  dimes,  when  you  consider  that  only  a  handful  of  equiva¬ 
lent  gem  MS-65  1897-0  dimes  exist,  the  true  significance  of  the  present  op¬ 
portunity  can  be  appreciated. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1897-S  Barber  Dime  Rarity 

Gem  Uncirculated 


583  1897-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray  on  both  sides. 
The  mintage  of  this  issue  was  about  1.4  million,  but  it  is  highly 
unlikely  that  more  than  a  handful  of  examples  went  into  nu¬ 
mismatic  channels.  Today,  probably  only  a  dozen  or  two  exist 
at  the  gem  level— certainly  a  rarity  and  a  classic  by  any  evalua¬ 
tion.  Another  grand  opportunity  for  the  Barber  dime  enthusi¬ 
ast  and  connoisseur. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  3  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

584  1898  MS-65  (NGC).  Bottoms  of  1  and  8  in  date  repunched. 
Strong  cartwheel  lustre  present.  Iridescent  golden  gray,  rose, 
electric  blue,  and  gold  highlights.  As  lovely  as  it  is  colorful. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

Desirable  1898-0  Dime 


Gem  Uncirculated 


585  1898-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Rare  at  this  grade  level.  Brilliant  at  the 
centers,  richly  toned  at  the  peripheries. 

NGC  Population:  6;  2  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

586  1898-S  MS-61  (NGC).  An  underrated  date  in  Mint  State.  Lus¬ 
trous  golden  gray. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

587  1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  golden 
halos  at  the  rims. 


588  1899-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  elusive  date  in  Uncirculated  grade. 
Lustrous  frosty  silver  gray  surfaces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

589  1899-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Richly  toned  in  iridescent  shades  of 
gold  and  pale  blue. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

590  1899-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Highly  lustrous  gold  and  blue  sur¬ 
faces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

591  1899-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Much  nicer  than  the  assigned  grade  im¬ 
plies.  Superb  lustre  and  attractive  gold  and  blue  iridescence 
add  to  the  overall  aesthetic  appeal. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 
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592  1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

Scarce  1900-0  Barber  Dime 

Gem  Mint  State 


593  1900-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Scarce  when  this  nicely  preserved.  Lus¬ 
trous.  Splashes  of  iridescent  blue  and  rose  on  each  side. 

NGC  Population:  5;  10  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

594  1900-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

595  1900-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  rich  golden  highlights  at 
the  rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

596  1901  MS-64  (NGC).  The  first  Barber  dime  coinage  of  the  new 
century.  Lustrous,  brilliant  at  the  centers,  attractive  gold  at  the 
rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

597  1901-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mintmark  lightly  repunched  to  left. 
Lustrous,  largely  brilliant.  A  splendid  example  of  one  of  the 
more  elusive  issues  of  its  era. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

598  1901-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

599  1901-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Largely  brilliant,  golden  at  the  rims. 

We  suggest  that  prospective  bidders  take  advantage  of  our  One  Lot  Only 
option  explained  under  our  Terms  of  Sale.  In  that  way  you  can  bid  on  both 
of  the  MS-62  1901-0  dimes  offered  here,  but  be  assured  that  you  will  win  no 
more  than  one. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

600  1902  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous,  a  hint  of  gold  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


601  1902-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  rare  and  elusive  New  Orleans  issue 
in  gem  Uncirculated  grade.  Warm  iridescent  rose  and  blue 
toning  present. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  6  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

602  1902-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Richly  toned  in  blue  and  gold. 

From  the  Charles  .S'.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Splendid  Gem  1902-S  lOtf 


603  1902-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Attractive  gold  and  rose  high¬ 

lights.  A  splendid  gem,  one  of  the  very  finest  known  to  exist— a 
beautiful  combination  of  high  quality  and  attractive  surfaces. 
Whatever  the  bidder  pays  he  or  she  will  have  a  great  classic. 
Quality,  this  is  it! 

PCGS  Population:  3;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


604  1903-0  MS-63  (NGC).  A  popular  branch  mint  issue.  Rich 

golden  toning. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


605  1903-0  MS-60  (AN ACS  ).  Lustrous,  richly  toned. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


606  1903-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  low-mintage  date  (613,300  pieces), 

and  a  notable  rarity  in  gem  Mint  State.  Lustrous.  Lilac-gray 
with  bright  gold,  rose,  and  blue  highlights.  Repunching  visible 
in  upper  and  lower  loop  of  3  in  date. 

NGC  Population:  2;  6  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Today’s  market  value  is  in  the  range  of  $1,000,  to  $1,500— but  the  popula¬ 
tion  statistics  amply  show  that  there  are  so  few  around  that  if  even  three  or 
four  people  all  of  a  sudden  decided  they  had  to  own  them,  the  price  would 
probably  multiply!  Numismatic  markets  run  in  cycles  and  seasons,  and  it 
seems  to  us  that  at  the  current  price  levels,  considering  the  rarity  of  the  pres¬ 
ently  offered  example,  here  indeed  is  an  excellent  value,  even  if  one  has  to 
pay  a  bit  “above  market.” 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


607  1904  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Notable  1904-S  Dime 

Gem  Mint  State 


608  1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  blue-green  toning  over  satiny 

lustre.  Sharply  detailed,  especially  on  the  reverse  with  full  leaf 
details  throughout  the  wreath.  Just  800,000  examples  were 
stuck,  placing  this  among  an  elite  group  of  Barber  coins  with 
mintages  under  one  million.  The  vast  majority  went  into  circu¬ 
lation  in  San  Francisco.  Now,  and  probably  forever,  the  1904-S 
is  one  of  the  most  desired  coins  in  the  Barber  dime  series. 
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1904-S  Barber  Dime  Rarity 

Gem  Uncirculated 


609  1904-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Another  example— believe  it  or  not— of 
this  rare  issue,  a  variety  that  is  seldom  found  in  gem  Mint 
State.  A  lovely,  satiny  piece  from  a  mintage  of  800,000  pieces. 
Lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant  with  light  golden  highlights  at 
the  rims.  A  truly  exciting  coin,  one  that  will  capture  the  imagi¬ 
nation  of  the  connoisseur  and  specialist.  Worthy  of  a  very 
strong  bid! 

NGC  Population:  11;  6  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

610  1904-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  scarce  date  in  Uncirculated  grade. 
Lustrous,  mostly  brilliant. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

611  1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Desirable  1905-0  Barber  Dime 


612  1905-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  desirable  date  from  the  waning  years 

of  New  Orleans  Mint  coinage  production,  and  a  rarity  at  the 
gem  Uncirculated  level.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 1  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Struck  from  lightly  rusted  dies,  mostly  evident  on  the  high  points  of  ONE 
DIME  on  the  reverse. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


613  1905-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  frosty. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


614  1905-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  richly  toned. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


!  615  1906  MS-66  (NGC).  Full  mint  brilliance  and  satiny  surfaces. 

Tied  for  finest  graded  by  NGC.  Well  struck. 

NGC  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

I  616  1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  light  golden  surfaces  with  a  few 

obverse  toning  spots  present. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

C  617  1906-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  pale  golden  gem  example 

from  the  first  year  of  Denver  Mint  coinage  operations. 

From  the  Charles  .S’.  Mamiye  Collection. 

4  618  1906-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Pale  gold  surfaces  with  violet  and 

deeper  gold  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Charles  .S'.  Mamiye  Collection. 


619  1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  pale  golden  highlights. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


620  1907-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Extremely  elusive  in  the  gem  Uncircu¬ 
lated  category,  despite  a  hefty  mintage  of  nearly  4.1  million 
pieces.  Highly  lustrous  with  attractive  splashes  of  blue  and 
gold  iridescence  on  both  sides. 

NGC  Population:  9;  6  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

621  1907-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  pale  golden  highlights. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

622  1907-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  blue  and  gold  highlights  at  the 
rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Superb  Gem  Uncirculated  1907-S  Dime 

The  Eliasberg  Coin 
Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

623  1907-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  from  die  most  famous  and 

only  complete  U.S.  numismatic  cabinet  ever  formed.  A  rarity  at 
the  gem  level  despite  a  generous  mintage  of  nearly  3.2  million 
pieces.  Again,  this  is  an  instance  in  which  a  coin  can  be  common 
in  worn  grades  but  emerge  as  a  major  rarity  at  die  gem  level.  Eas¬ 
ily  among  the  finest  examples  of  the  date  extant.  Deep  golden 
gray  surfaces  exhibit  sky  blue,  rose,  and  golden  iridescence.  An 
unbeatable  blend  of  numismatic  pedigree  and  high  quality. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

It  is  also  noteworthy  that  NGC  has  certified  just  one  example  of  this  date 
as  MS-66,  with  none  finer. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection;  earlier  from  our  sale  of  the 
Eliasberg  Collection,  May  1996,  Lot  1291. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1907-S  Dime 


624  1907-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Pale,  frosty  gold,  rose,  and 

blue  on  satiny  surfaces.  Among  the  finest  examples  of  the  date 
graded  by  NGC. 

NGC  Population:  2;  1  finer  (MS-66). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 
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625  1908  NlS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny,  brilliant,  lustrous  gem. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

626  1908-D  NlS-61  (PCGS).  Repunching  noted  in  0  and  8  of  date. 
Lustrous,  golden  halos  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

627  1908-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  from  the  penultimate 
year  of  New  Orleans  coinage.  Light  gold  at  the  peripheries. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


628  1908-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  popular  San  Francisco  issue.  Lus¬ 
trous,  light  gold  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

629  1908-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

630  1909  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  cameo  contrast  and  a  hint  of 
gold.  From  a  Proof  mintage  of  650  pieces  for  the  date. 

All  Proof  Barber  dimes  have  low  mintages,  with  this  being  particularly 
true  of  20th-century  dates.  Today’s  market  would  seem  to  offer  many  inter¬ 
esting  purchase  opportunities  in  this  regard. 

631  1909  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  violet  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


635  1910  MS-66  (NGC).  A  satiny,  lustrous  gem  with  a  hint  of  warm 

gold  toning  at  the  rims.  Sharply  struck. 

NGC  Population:  11;  3  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


636  1910  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  pale  golden  lustre  on  both  sides. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

637  1910  MS-62  (NGC).  Deep  rose  toning. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

638  1910-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

639  1910-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  gray. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


640  191 1  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  tiny  toning  spot  above  the  date. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


641 


191 1-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces. 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Lustrous  Gem  1909-D  Barber  Dime 

A  Condition  Rarity 


632  1909-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  respected  rarity  at  the  gem  Mint 

State  level.  The  only  Denver  Mint  Barber  dime  issue  (1906- 
1914;  no  Barber  dimes  were  minted  in  Denver  in  1913,  1915, 
or  1916)  with  a  mintage  figure  of  less  than  one  million  pieces. 
Brilliant,  satiny  centers,  violet  and  blue  at  the  rims. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


633  1909-S  MS-63  (ANACS  ).  A  popular  branch  mint  issue,  one  of 

exactly  one  million  pieces  struck  of  the  date.  Lustrous  with  var¬ 
iegated  violet  and  blue  iridescence  on  both  sides. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


634  1910  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharp  with  brilliant,  satiny  lustre.  Not 

v arce  as  a  date,  however,  very  elusive  in  high  grades. 

PCGS  Population:  7,  4  finer  fall  MS-67). 


642  191 1-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Scarce  in  gem  Mint  State.  Richly  toned, 
highly  lustrous. 

NGC  Population:  12;  1  finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

643  1912  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Rich  iridescent  blue  and  gold  on 
the  obverse,  fully  brilliant  on  the  reverse. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

644  1912  MS-64  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  on  the  obverse,  rich  aure¬ 
ate  tones  on  the  reverse. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


645 


1912-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  attractive  golden  toning. 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


646  1912-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  rarity  at  the  gem  Uncirculated  level. 

Brilliant,  satiny  surfaces  display  a  hint  of  gold. 

NGC  Population:  9;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


647  1913  MS-64  (NGC).  Deep  golden  toning. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


648  1913-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  popular  late-date  key  in  the  Barber 

dime  series.  Only  510,000  examples  of  the  date  were  struck, 
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the  third  lowest  mintage  figure  in  the  series  (only  the  1894-S 
rarity  and  the  1895-0  issue  have  lower  production  figures). 
Attractive  golden  highlights  on  frosty,  lustrous  surfaces.  An¬ 
other  truly  classic  Barber  half  dime,  a  prize  that  will  offer  un¬ 
ending  enjoyment  to  its  next  owner. 

NGC  Population:  14;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

649  1914  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  gray  surfaces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

650  1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

651  1914-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  golden  irides¬ 
cence  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

652  1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  golden  surfaces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

653  1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

654  1915-S  MS-64  (NGC).  From  a  modest  mintage  of  960,000 
pieces.  Lustrous,  pale  golden  surfaces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

655  1916  MS-64  (NGC).  Largely  brilliant  on  the  obverse,  rich 
golden  iridescence  on  the  reverse.  Lustrous. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

656  1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  From  the  final  year  of  Barber  dime 
coinage.  A  lustrous  gem  of  a  quality  that  is  hard  to  surpass. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  1  finer  (MS-66). 

MERCURY  AND  LATER  DIMES 


Wonderful  1917-S  Mercury  100 


Superb  Gem 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

657  1917-S  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  full  brilliance. 

Perhaps  the  most  spectacular  certified  example  of  this  issue  we 
have  ever  seen.  Just  imagine  the  possibility  of  owming  an  entire 
set  of  Mercury  dimes  at  this  grade  level.  The  presently  offered 
coin  would  be  an  ideal  starting  point! 

PCGS  Population:  3,  none  finer. 


658  1919-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Obverse  lightly  toned,  reverse  richly 

toned.  Vertical  die  crack  across  Liberty’s  portrait. 


659  1920  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant  with 
frosty  lustre. 

PCGS  Population:  19,  1  finer  (MS-67  FB). 

660  1920-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  mainly  brilliant. 

661  1924-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  A  deeply  toned  gem.  A  scarce 
blanch  mint  issue  in  gem  Uncirculated.  The  importance  of 
this  offering  should  not  be  overlooked,  representing  as  it  does 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence.  A  splendid  specimen,  one 
of  two  MS-65  pieces  offered  in  the  present  sale. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  1  finer  (MS-66). 


662  1924-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  deep  gold  highlights. 

NGC  Population:  16;  5  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

663  1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  lightly  toned.  Nearly  full 
bands  on  the  reverse.  Scarce  this  nice. 

664  1927-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  faint  toning  highlights. 
Quite  scace  at  the  MS-63  or  any  other  high-grade  Mint  State 
level,  far  scarcer  than  current  market  values  indicate.  Flere  is  a 
variety  with  a  great  deal  of  basic  rarity,  as  VF,  EF,  and  low- 
grade  Mint  State  pieces  are  also  highly  prized. 

665  A  dozen  certified  gem  Uncirculated  Mercury  dimes:  ☆  1941-D 
MS-67  FB  (NGC)  (2)  ☆  1942-D  MS-67  FB  (NGC)  ☆  1943-D  MS- 
67  FB  (NGC)  ☆  1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS)  (3)  ☆  1943-S  MS-66 
(NGC)  ☆  1944  MS-65  (NGC)  (3)  ☆  1944-D  MS-67  FB  (NGC). 
Some  brilliant,  some  toned.  (Total:  12  pieces) 


Famous  Mintmarkless  1968  Proof  10£ 

A  Rarity  from  Our  Own  Time 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

666  1968  No  Mintmark.  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant  mirrored 

fields  with  frosted,  cameo  devices.  Virtually  as  nice  as  the  day  it 
was  made,  30  years  ago.  1968  represented  a  new  era  with 
Proof  coins  being  produced  at  the  San  Francisco  facility,  each 
intended  to  have  the  “S’  mintmark.  Murphy  s  Law  prevailed, 
and  a  dime  die  wras  employed  without  an  S  mintmark,  creating 
the  variety  offered  here.  No  record  was  kept  of  the  quantity 
struck,  but  it  must  have  been  very  few.  In  his  Complete  Encyclo¬ 
pedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  (1988),  Walter  Breen  stated  that 
about  six  specimens  are  known.  PCGS  and  NGC.  ha\e  re¬ 
corded  nine  certifications,  a  figure  which  may  well  include 
fewer  than  six  different  specimens,  the  popularity  of 
resubmissions  being  what  it  is(!). 

PCGS  Population:  2,  none  finer. 
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Twenty-Cf.nt  PlFCFS 


667  1875  MS-64  (PCGS).  Iridescent  blue  and  rose  on  lustrous 

golden  gray  surfaces.  A  well-struck  gem  from  the  first  year  of 
this  short-lived  series. 


668  1875  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny  surfaces  display  a  faint 

cameo  contrast  to  the  frosty  design  motifs. 


Desirable  Gem  1875-CC  Twenty  Cents 


669  1875-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Warm  golden  lustre  on  satiny  sur¬ 

faces.  Some  striking  weakness  present  at  the  center,  not  un¬ 
usual  for  this  date  and  mint.  Several  orders  scarcer  than  the 
1875-S  20-cent  piece.  The  only  readily  collectible  Carson 
City  coin  of  the  denomination,  the  1876-CC  being  a  land¬ 
mark  rarity. 


671  1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  pale  golden  surfaces.  Top  of  a 
misplaced  8  in  the  dentils  below  the  existing  8  in  the  date. 

672  1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Varying  gold  on  lustrous,  satiny  sur¬ 
faces. 


673  1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  richly  toned  with 
superb  lustre.  Deep  steel  with  traces  of  iridescent  blue  and 
splashes  of  orange  as  well.  Very  conservatively  graded,  in  our 
opinion,  with  another  point  or  two  not  out  of  the  question. 

674  1875-S  AU-55.  A  lustrous  and  attractive  specimen. 


Gem  Mint  State  1875-S  Twenty  Cents 


“$”  Mintmark  Variety 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


675  1876  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  highlights  on  satiny  sur¬ 

faces.  Well  struck,  albeit  from  slightly  rusty  dies.  Reflective 
Fields  surround  frosty  devices.  Only  14,640  business  strikes 
were  minted,  and  likely  most  of  these  were  melted.  By  1876 
the  20-cent  piece  was  recognized  as  a  failure  in  circulation. 
Of  course,  commercial  failure  translates  into  numismatic  de¬ 
sirability. 

In  the  final  two  years  of  the  series  (1877  and  1878)  only  Proofs  were 
coined  in  Philadelphia  without  additional  branch  mint  coinage. 


End  of  Session 


670  1875-S  “$”  Mintmark.  MS-65  (NGC).  Breen-3875.  Brilliant 

and  frosty  at  the  centers,  with  iridescent  gold,  green,  and  blue 
at  the  rims.  A  repunched  mintmark  gives  this  popular  variety 
its  nickname.  Quite  scarce  at  the  gem  level. 

Reverse  die  alignment:  150°. 
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Friday  Evening,  March  6,  6:00  PM  Sharp 

United  States  Coins:  Lots  1001-1679 


Quarter  dollars 

In  keeping  with  the  recurring  theme  of  quality  in  the  present 
idle,  quarter  dollars  comprise  many  notable  pieces.  Highlights 
ire  particularly  numerous  among  Liberty  Seated  coins,  where 
nany  seldom-seen  rarities  are  offered.  The  selection  of  Proof 
liberty  Seated  quarters  commences  with  1854— of  which  two 
ire  offered— and  goes  from  there.  As  specialists  and  connois¬ 
seurs  know  well,  any  Proof  dated  prior  to  1858  is  a  rarity,  never 
nind  of  the  quality  offered  here. 

Quarter  dollars  from  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection  repre¬ 
sent  one  of  the  most  outstanding  presentations  of  our  time. 

Lovely  1818  Quarter  Dollar  Rarity 

Browning-9 


1001  1818  Browning-9.  Rarity-5.  MS-62.  Well  centered  and  gener¬ 
ally  sharp,  although  weakness  is  noted  at  the  drapery  clasp, 
eagle’s  head,  and  top  left  wing.  Delicate  orange,  amber,  and 
bluish  green  toning  characterizes  this  rarity.  Quite  possibly, 
the  present  offering  is  the  finest  known. 

Very  heavy  clash  marks  are  visible  over  the  cap  with  the  denomination  and 
all  three  arrows  boldly  incused.  Other  lighter  clash  marks  are  visible  on  both 
the  obverse  and  reverse.  A  diagnostic  die  crack  on  the  reverse  from  the  rim 
through  the  left  upright  of  N,  joins  the  wing  in  a  prominent  bulge.  When 
the  Browning  book  was  updated  by  Walter  Breen  in  1992,  he  noted  this  va¬ 
riety  to  be  Rarity-6  and  noted  that  “most  specimens  met  with  are 
cherrypicked  in  low  grades.”  The  best  individual  examples  noted  at  that 
time  were  graded  in  the  Extremely  Fine  range. 


1002  1839  Liberty  Seated.  No  Drapery.  MS-62,  prooflike.  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  reflective  surfaces  display  a  touch  of  gold  at  the  rims. 
Some  lightness  of  strike  on  both  sides,  as  typically  seen  for  the 
date.  Much  more  elusive  than  generally  realized. 

The  Liberty  Seated  motif  made  its  debut  in  1836  when  the  silver  dollar  of 
that  date  was  struck.  These  seem  to  have  garnered  little  notice  from  the  pub¬ 
lic,  although  presentation  pieces  were  set  aside  by  dignitaries  and  others 
(among  the  recipients  was  President  Andrew  Jackson). 

In  1837  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  and  dime  were  struck.  These  two 
denominations,  particularly  the  half  dime,  appear  to  have  been  saved  in 
some  modest  quantities.  Today,  while  such  pieces  are  not  common,  they  are 
available  with  relatively  little  searching,  although  cherrypicking  may  be 
needed  to  acquire  a  truly  choice  example. 

Quarter  dollars,  first  released  in  1838,  and  of  the  style  without  drapery  at 
the  elbow,  were  not  noticed,  and  today  are  quite  elusive.  The  1839  offered 
in  the  present  lot,  being  of  the  same  configuration  (without  drapery),  is  also 
elusive  and  desirable.  Half  dollars  of  the  Liberty  Seated  motif,  first  coined  in 
1839,  were  not  saved  in  any  appreciable  numbers,  and  are  very  rare  in  Mint 
State  today.  The  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar  of  the  revised  design  (different 
from  the  1836  style),  introduced  in  1840,  seems  to  have  attracted  no  atten¬ 
tion  whatsoever,  and  Mint  State  pieces  are  extreme  rarities. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

1003  1839  Liberty  Seated.  No  Drapery.  AU-50.  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample,  lightly  cleaned,  yet  still  retaining  most  of  its  lustre. 
Faint  gold  toning  is  present.  The  reverse  is  bisected  by  a  die 
crack  from  3:00  to  9:00. 
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Frosty  Mint  State  1842  25tf 

Among  Finest  Known 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1004  1842  Large  Date.  Briggs  2-B.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 
with  fully  reflective  mirrored  fields.  So  nice,  in  fact,  that  this 
was  sold  by  a  leading  dealer  decades  ago  as  a  “Proof.”  If  not 
for  a  very  faint  frosty  bulge  around  the  eagle’s  head,  we  would 
be  inclined  to  agree  with  the  Proof  designation. 

PCGS  Population:  1,  1  finer  (MS-64). 

What  is  “Proof’  and  what  is  a  prooflike  business  strike  is  a  matter  of  vary¬ 
ing  opinions,  and  when  such  pieces  come  to  market,  all  that  can  be  given  is 
an  opinion.  Facts  are  scarce.  The  editor  of  the  present  catalogue  (QDB) 
tends  to  be  a  bit  more  conservative  than  others,  and  in  correspondence  with 
David  Akers  (who  has  been  cataloguing  the  John  Pittman  Collection)  it 
seems  that  David  is  conservative  as  well.  Accordingly,  certain  prooflike  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  have  been  certified  later  as  Proofs.  Of  course,  picking  up  on 
Abraham  Lincoln’s  saying  to  the  effect  that  if  you  call  a  cow  a  horse,  it  is  still 
a  cow,  putting  a  coin  in  a  holder  marked  “Proof’  does  not  automatically 
make  it  one  (wishful  thinking  notwithstanding). 

The  entire  question  of  Proof  coinage  can  be  discussed  at  some  length,  and 
in  our  past  catalogues  we  have  done  this  from  time  to  time.  There  are  some 
converse  situations,  such  as  the  1878  Shield  nickel,  recorded  by  the  Mint  to 
have  been  struck  only  in  Proof  format,  however,  the  making  of  Proofs  that 
year  was  quite  casual,  and  most  1878  Shield  nickels  have  frosty  mint  lustre, 
not  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  So,  what  are  they? 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


1005  1846  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  prooflike,  in  fact,  pur¬ 
chased  as  a  Proof  many  decades  ago.  Pale  dark  russet  toning 
with  traces  of  amber  and  blue  iridescence.  Highly  attractive 
with  only  a  few  trivial  surface  abrasions. 

PCGS  Population:  9,  4  finer  (all  MS-64). 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


Rare  1849  Quarter  Dollar 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


1006  1849  MS-64  (PCGS).  Iridescent  rose  highlights  on  lustrous, 
prooflike  golden  gray  surfaces.  Well  struck  for  the  date.  A  true 
rarity  in  gem  Mint  State,  and  a  date  that  seldom  crosses  the 
auction  block  in  MS-60  or  finer. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 


Uncirculated  1851  Quarter  Rarity 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1007  1851  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  faint  gold 
splashes  at  the  rims.  Nicely  struck.  Rare  in  Uncirculated. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  3  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Although  160,000  quarter  dollars  were  struck  of  this  date,  it  is  highly  likely 
that  the  vast  majority  went  to  the  melting  pot,  as  such  pieces  were  soon  rec¬ 
ognized  as  being  worth  more  in  meltdown  value  than  in  face  value.  At  the 
time  the  coin  of  choice  in  circulation  was  the  Spanish-American  silver  2 
reals,  most  of  which  were  worn  to  the  point  of  virtual  smoothness.  If  you 
had  been  a  teller  in  a  bank  in  Philadelphia  in  autumn  1851,  and  had  been 
receiving  cash  and  making  change,  chances  are  that  you  would  have  seen  a 
dozen  or  more  Spanish-American  pieces  for  every  Liberty  Seated  quarter. 
This  situation  was  remedied  under  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853,  which 
mandated  a  weight  reduction  in  the  coins,  after  which  time  half  dimes, 
dimes,  quarter  dollars,  and  half  dollars  again  circulated  effectively. 


Mint  State  1851  Quarter  Dollar 


1008  1851  MS-63  (NGC).  Mainly  brilliant  with  a  touch  of  gold  at  tin' 
periphery.  Another  opportunity  to  acquire  a  specimen  of  a 
truly  desirable  issue. 

NGC  Population:  4;  3  finer  (MS-64  finest). 
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Important  1851-0  25£  Rarity 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1009  1851-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray.  Long  known  as 
a  rarity  in  all  grades,  and  practically  unknown  in  Mint  State. 
Only  a  small  ntimber  of  examples  of  this  date  can  lay  claim  to 
Uncirculated,  and  only  a  few  of  those  can  hope  to  compete 
with  the  currently  offered  specimen  for  “finest  known”  hon¬ 
ors.  The  low  mintage  of  8,000  adds  quintessence  to  the  coin. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

It  seems  that  silver  coins,  while  scarce  in  the  Mississippi  basin  (which  was 
served  by  New  Orleans)  circulated  more  readily  there  than  in  the  eastern 
cities.  Thus,  it  is  probably  the  case  that  a  higher  percentage  of  1851-0  quar¬ 
ter  dollars  survived  than  did  the  Philadelphia  Mint  versions.  However,  as  the 
New  Orleans  production  figure  was  much  lower,  on  an  absolute  basis,  the 
1851-0  coins  are  rarer  today. 


Lovely  1853/53  Quarter  Dollar 

Traditional  “1853/2” 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1010  1853  No  Arrows.  Repunched  53.  Briggs-IA.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Sharply  struck  and  lustrous,  with  some  light  rose  highlights  on 
both  sides.  Rare.  Repunched  53  in  date,  as  seen  on  all  known 
examples  of  the  1853  No  Arrows  quarter.  From  a  small  mint¬ 
age  of  44,200  business  strikes,  many  of  which  were  probably 
melted,  as  their  bullion  value  exceeded  their  face  value. 
Choice  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  13  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


from  the  same  early  die  state  as  the  Eliasberg  specimen,  with  bold 
u  punching  at  the  5  and  3  of  the  date,  and  with  die  polish  lines  at  the  10th 
and  1 1th  obverse  stars;  the  first  vertical  lines  in  the  reverse  shield  extend  to 
the  fourth  horizontal  shield  line  as  well. 

By  early  1853  the  price  of  silver  had  risen  on  world  markets  to  the  point  at 
which  freshly  minted  Liberty  Seated  quarters  (and  other  silver  denomina¬ 
tions)  could  be  taken  to  a  bullion  exchange  broker  and  sold  for  more  than 
face  value.  Accordingly,  vast  quantities  of  U.S.  silver  coins  were  melted  for 
their  bullion  value.  With  this  in  mind,  it  is  likely  that  the  U.S.  Mint  held  back 
many  of  the  44,200  pieces  coined  of  this  particular  quarter  dollar  variety, 
later  melting  them  and  converting  them  to  lighter  weight  issues  made  under 
the  Act  of  February  21,  1853.  This  piece  of  legislation  lowered  the  autho¬ 
rized  weights  of  the  half  dime,  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar.  Arrows  were 
placed  at  the  dates  of  these  denominations  (with  rays  on  the  reverse  of  the 
quarter  and  half  dollar  issues)  to  distinguish  the  new  lightweight  issues.  Af¬ 
ter  this,  Liberty  Seated  silver  issues  again  circulated  freely. 


Important  Proof  1854  25£  Rarity 

With  Arrows;  a  Two-Year  Type 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1011  1854  Arrows.  Proof-64  (NGC).  An  offering  of  incredible  im¬ 
portance,  this  issue  represents  the  first  year  of  issue  for  the 
design  type  and  is  quite  rare  with  possibly  14  Proofs  in  exist¬ 
ence.  Sharply  struck  with  deeply  mirrored  fields.  Exquisite 
mottled  golden  toning  with  bright  blue  and  lilac  iridescence  at 
the  peripheries.  A  few  very  minor  hairlines  and  lint  marks  are 
consistent  with  the  assigned  grade. 

This  coinage  design  was  only  issued  for  two  years.  The  ob¬ 
verse  with  arrows  at  the  date  debuted  in  1853  with  coins  of 
that  year  also  having  rays  on  the  reverse.  Issues  dated  1854  and 
1855  retained  the  obverse  arrows  but  no  longer  displayed  the 
reverse  rays,  thus  a  two-year  design  type  was  created.  In  Proof 
format,  these  are  very'  rare,  with  possibly  30  examples  known 
of  both  dates  combined. 

We  currently  have  notes  on  13  different  Proof  examples  with  perhaps  two 
additional  coins,  currently  untraced.  (1)  Eliasberg  (.ollection,  Bowers  and 
Merena,  4/1997,  Lot  1456.  (2)  This  coin,  from  the  Norman  Stack  type  set. 
(3)  Heritage,  1994  ANA,  Lot  6519.  (4)  Superior  Galleries,  9/1993,  Lot  471. 
(5)  Stack's,  11/1995,  Lot  1223.  (6)  Bowers  and  Merena,  5/1995,  Lot  1091. 
(7)  New  England  Rare  Coin  Auctions,  3/1977,  Lot  221.  (8)  Garrett  Collec¬ 
tion,  Bowers  and  Ruddy,  3/1980,  Lot  660.  (9)  Starr  Collection,  Stack's,  10 
1992,  Lot  408.  (10)  Stack's,  12/1993,  Lot  1207.  (11)  Superior  Galleries,  6/ 
1975,  Lot  688.  (12)  Bowers  and  Merena,  9/1990,  Lot  2202.  (13)  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Cabinet,  offered  in  the  next  lot. 

From  the  Norman  Stack  type  set.  Earlier  pedigree  is  currently  un¬ 
known.  A  principal  of  Stack’s,  Norman  selected  United  States  coins 
by  design  types  as  his  personal  specialty,  and  over  a  long  period  of 
years  acquired  many  examples  (including  several  from  us),  at  one 
time  publishing  a  nicely  illustrated  book  on  the  topic. 


The  Boys  Town  and  Matniye  Collections 


Important  Proof  1854  Quarter 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1012  1854  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  deep  mirrored  fields  and  cameo  devices.  A  beauty 
with  just  a  few  hairlines  keeping  this  from  a  higher  certified 
grade.  The  original  Proof  mintage  is  not  known.  We  estimate 
that  no  more  than  10  to  15  of  these  currently  exist,  and  even 
this  may  be  on  the  high  side.  PCGS  reports  eight  submissions 
have  been  certified,  however,  six  of  these  are  for  the  Proof-64 
grade  with  a  high  probability  of  multiple  submissions  for  just 
one  or  twfo  coins.  As  expected,  this  is  from  the  same  dies  as  the 
Eliasberg  Proof,  with  the  left  arrowhead  slightly  recut. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet.  Off  the  market  for  decades,  as  is 
true  of  all  of  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet  pieces  offered  in  the  present 
catalogue. 


Lovely  Proof  1855  Quarter  Dollar 

Landmark  Proof  Rarity 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1014  1855  Arrows.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Incredibly  brilliant  white  with 
deep  mirrored  fields  surrounding  cameo  devices.  Fully  struck 
with  not  even  a  hint  of  weakness.  A  few  faint  hairlines  keep 
this  out  of  the  gem  classification.  This  is  an  extreme  rarity  in 
Proof  format,  in  our  opinion  rarer  even  than  the  1854  offered 
above,  although  others  have  called  1854  the  rarer  date.  Per¬ 
haps  this  combination  of  research  conclusions  suggests  that 
both  are  of  approximately  equal  rarity. 

PCGS  Population:  1,  2  finer  (Proof-65). 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


Notable  Gem  1854-0  Quarter 


1013 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1854-0  Arrows,  Medium  Mintmark.  MS-64  (NGC).  Breen- 
3997.  Splashes  of  rose  and  deep  violet  on  lustrous  surfaces. 
Mufh  rarer  than  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart,  especially 
in  high  Mint  State  grades. 

NGC  Population  2;  '<  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Mint  State  1855-0  Quarter 

A  Rarity  So  Fine! 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1015  1855-0  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  Prooflike.  Typically  encountered  in  low  grade,  and  a 
prominent  rarity  in  Mint  State.  A  well-struck  example  of  a  date 
that  is  often  found  weak  in  the  date  and  arrows  area.  Among 
the  finest  Mint  State  examples  of  the  date  certified  bv  am 
grading  service. 
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PCGS  Population:  1;  1  finer  (MS-63). 

A  faint  die  crack  runs  around  much  of  ihe  obverse  periphery,  connecting 
many  of  the  stars  with  the  arrows  and  date.  Other  light  cracks  are  noted  on 
the  reverse  as  well. 

While  the  1855-0  is  certainly  a  rarity  in  Mint  State,  the  issue  is  quite  elu¬ 
sive  in  worn  grades  as  well,  thus  giving  a  good  basic  or  foundational  value. 
As  reiterated  here  and  there  in  the  present  catalogue,  in  the  1850s  numis¬ 
matists  cared  not  for  mintmarked  coins,  not  even  the  Mint  Cabinet  sought 
to  acquire  them.  By  the  time  that  collecting  such  pieces  became  popular, 
starting  in  a  small  way  in  the  early  1890s,  most  had  irrevocably  disappeared. 


Seldom-Seen  Proof  1856  Quarter 


1016  1856  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  attractive,  mostly 
brilliant  white  with  cameo  devices.  The  reverse  has  a  heavy 
bulge  on  the  right  side,  a  characteristic  of  all  Proof  quarters  of 
this  date,  as  well  as  those  of  1857.  A  great  rarity  in  Proof  for¬ 
mat,  one  of  probably  no  more  than  100  pieces  coined,  of 
which  most  have  long  since  disappeared.  An  impressive  coin 
and  an  important  oportunity. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


1857  quarters,  we  are  aware  of  only  two  or  three  which  com¬ 
pete  with  this  from  a  quality  standpoint. 

From  Heritage,  March  1995,  Lot  5317;  earlier,  from  Rarcoa's  ses¬ 
sion  of  Auction  ’90,  Lot  654. 


Another  Highly  Important  1857  Quarter 

Gem  Proof  Rarity 


1018  1857  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply  struck  with  full 
cameo  devices  and  just  a  hint  of  gold  at  the  edges.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  produced  just  before  the  advent  of  large  Proof  mint¬ 
ages. 

It  has  been  our  observation  that  silver  Proofs  of  1857  are  slightly  scarcer 
than  those  dated  1856.  Quite  possibly  the  number  of  silver  Proof  sets  made 
was  less,  perhaps  50  to  75  sets.  The  offering  of  a  Proof  1857  quarter  dollar  is 
a  remarkable  situation,  and  the  present  catalogue  offering  of  two  different 
specimens  is  all  the  more  so. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

1019  1857  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces. 


Gem  Proof  1857  Quarter  Dollar 

Classic  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1017  1857  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lilac-brown  nicely  blended  with  traces 
of  rose,  blue,  and  violet  toning.  All  design  elements  are  sharply 
detailed.  The  reverse  has  a  prominent  bulge  through  the  right 
wing,  characteristic  of  all  known  Proofs  of  1856  and  1857. 

Currently,  we  have  identified  18  distinctly  different  specimens 
that  have  been  sold  in  the  last  dozen  years.  In  addition,  we  have 
30  other  auction  citations  not  yet  identified.  Overall,  we  suggest 
that  25  to  30  Proof  examples  of  this  quarter  dollar  issue  survive 
today.  This  is  a  much  larger  figure  than  Breen’s  estimate  of  un¬ 
der  15,  and  larger  than  Larry  Briggs’  estimate  of  15  to  20  ex¬ 
amples,  as  reported  by  us  in  the  Eliasberg  catalogue. 

There  is  good  news,  however,  for  the  potential  bidder  and, 
of  course,  for  our  consignor  as  well.  Of  the  surviving  Proof 


Splendid  Gem  Proof  1858  25£ 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1020  1858  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  example  from  the  first  year  of 
the  modern  Proof  coin  era.  Delightful  greenish  gold  toning 
with  blue  and  violet  iridescence  at  the  borders.  Superbly 
struck,  a  cameo  gem.  A  scarce  coin  in  the  Proof  format,  with 
perhaps  as  few  as  200  to  300  specimens  of  the  date  minted. 

The  number  of  Proof  coins  minted  in  1858  has  long  been,  and  remains,  a 
mystery.  The  long  reported  mintage  figure,  which  Waltet  Bteen  btliesrd 
originated  with  the  Chapman  brothers,  was  80  examples  of  the  silver  dollar, 
and  similar  quantities  for  the  smaller  silver  coinage.  This  (igute  has  been 
reported  as  recently  as  the  early  1990s,  until  researcher  Weimar  White  con 
eluded  the  actual  number  is  about  300  coins,  based  on  his  study  of  popula¬ 
tion  data  and  auction  records.  This  estimate  is  currently  reported  for  each 
denomination  from  trime  to  silver  dollar  and,  in  this  writer's  opinion,  is 
larger  than  the  actual  mintage.  This  writer  (Mark  Borckardt)  feels  the  cor¬ 
rect  number  should  be  in  the  range  of  200  coins.  Indeed,  J.  Ledvard  Hodge, 
writing  from  Philadelphia  in  1859  in  what  certainly  is  a  contemporary  re¬ 
port,  placed  the  figure  at  210. 
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In  recent  times  there  has  been  a  virtual  explosion  of  interest  in  19th-century 
numismatics,  promulgated  bv  the  establishment  ot  the  Numismatic  Biblioma¬ 
nia  Society,  the  publication  of  books  about  old-time  collections,  and  an  in¬ 
creasing  awareness  that  part  of  the  charm  of  a  coin  lies  in  its  pedigree.  Re- 
centlv  we  had  a  peek  at  the  manuscript  completed  by  Dave  Bowers  in  1997, 
pertaining  to  Augustus  B.  Sage,  pioneering  rare  coin  dealer  of  the  1850s,  and 
noted  many  interesting  accounts  concerning  the  cradle  days  of  coin  collecting 
in  America.  This  book,  scheduled  to  be  published  this  year,  will  undoubtedly 
do  much  to  further  increase  interest  in  our  numismatic  heritage. 

Gem  Proof  1858  Quarter  Dollar 

Possible  Mintage:  Only  210  Pieces 


1021  1858  Proof-64.  Deep  mirror  fields  and  frosted  devices  richly 
and  evenly  toned  in  deep  golden  gray  and  pale  blue.  The  mint¬ 
age  of  this  may  have  been  only  210  pieces  (see  footnote  for 
preceding  lot).  Another  opportunity  to  compete  for  what  must 
be  considered  an  exceedingly  important  addition  to  any  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  collection. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

Glittering  Gem  1858  Quarter 


1022  1858  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces  with  pale  rose 
highlights  on  each  side. 


1023  1859  Proof-64.  A  lustrous,  brilliant  specimen  with  strong 
cameo  contrast  on  each  side  and  a  touch  of  gold  at  the  rims. 
Sharply  struck. 

Actual  distribution  not  known,  but  probably  on  the  order  of  about  400  or 
so  pieces.  This  year  was  one  of  great  advances  in  the  numismatic  hobby,  en¬ 
thusiasm  was  in  the  air,  and,  figuratively  speaking,  all  geese  were  swans. 
These  glory  days  of  numismatics  are  now  just  beginning  to  be  appreciated 
through  the  efforts  of  members  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  and 
selected  writers. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


1024  I860  Proof-63.  A  brilliant  cameo  specimen  with  a  hint  of  gold 
at  the  rims. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

'Ih 


1025  1861  Proof-64  (NGC).  Splashes  of  deep  rose,  mostly  on  the 
obverse.  Moderate  cameo  contrast.  One  of  1,000  Proofs  of  the 
date  struck,  although  fewer  than  400  were  sold. 


1026  1861  Proof-63.  Highly  lustrous  with  attractive  golden  toning 
on  both  sides. 

As  we  have  noted  elsewhere  in  the  present  catalogue— but  it  bears  repeat¬ 
ing— there  is  a  great  amount  of  basic  value  to  be  found  in  coins  less  than  MS- 
65  or  Proof-65  preservation.  Often  the  market  prices  are  much  less  than  at 
the  65  level,  but  the  quality  and  appearance  are  only  slightly  less.  Stated  an¬ 
other  way  if  we  were  collecting  Liberty  Seated  quarters,  we  would  rather 
have  10  different  Proofs  in  Proof-63  finish  than  just  a  few  at  the  Proof-65 
level. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

1027  Quarter  dollar  quartette:  ☆  1861  AU-50  ☆  1909-S  AU-53  ☆ 
1917-S  Type  I.  AU-58  ☆  1930  MS-63.  All  toned  to  some  degree. 
(Total:  4  pieces) 


1028  1862  Proof-64.  A  sharp  and  brilliant  coin  with  modest  cameo 
contrast  on  both  sides.  Scarce  this  nice. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


1029  1863  Proof-64.  Lustrous  with  a  pale  champagne  glow  on  each 
side.  This  is  the  lowest  Proof  production  figure  of  any  Liberty 
Seated  quarter  after  1858.  Only  460  pieces  were  minted. 

During  this  era  it  was  not  an  easy  matter  to  order  Proof  coins  from  the 
Philadelphia  Mint.  Uncle  Sam  would  not  accept  his  own  paper  money  at  par 
in  payment!  Instead,  “greenback”  notes  had  to  be  taken  to  a  bullion  dealer 
and  used  to  buy,  at  a  sharp  premium,  older  U.S.  silver  coins,  which  were 
then  remitted  to  buy  Proofs.  This  situation  did  not  get  any  better  in  1864.  a 
year  when  gold  on  the  exchanges  went  over  200,  which  meant  that  it  took 
over  $200  in  federal  currency  to  buy  $100  worth  of  gold.  Although  silver 
also  sold  at  a  premium,  the  values  of  gold  and  silver  were  not  alwavs  pre¬ 
cisely  the  same,  but  were  typically  quite  close. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

1030  1863  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces.  Quite 
scarce  in  this  grade  level,  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof. 
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Gem  Proof  1864  Quarter 


1031  1864  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  cameo,  with  frosted  devices 
and  deep  mirror  fields.  Splashes  of  violet  at  the  rims.  From  a 
small  Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  just  470  pieces,  the  second 
lowest  figure  of  the  era. 


1032  1864  Proof-63.  Deep  gunmetal-blue  toning.  Scarce. 
From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


Satiny  Gem  1864  Quarter 


1033  1864  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  example  of  the  date.  Mostly  bril¬ 
liant  at  the  centers  with  rainbow  iridescence  on  the  obverse  and 
rose  highlights  on  the  reverse.  Sharply  struck  on  both  sides.  A 
condition  rarity,  of  which  there  are  few  equivalents  anywhere  in 
numismatics.  Collectors  desiring  specimens  of  this  date  were 
apt  to  purchase  Proofs.  Business  strikes  were  ignored  and,  in 
any  event,  were  held  in  Treasury  vaults  at  the  time. 

NGC  Population:  9;  3  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Gem  Mint  State  1865  Quarter 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1035  1865  Partly  Repunched  Date.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Breen-4040. 
Sharp,  brilliant,  and  lustrous.  Traces  of  repunching  around 
the  date  numerals.  A  rare  date  that  is  seldom  encountered  at 
the  gem  level.  The  present  catalogue  offers  some  truly  remark¬ 
able  opportunities  for  the  connoisseur  seeking  notable  rarities 
among  Philadelphia  Mint  business  strikes.  Many  issues  that  are 
available  readily  enough  in  Proof,  although  scarce  in  their  own 
right,  become  very  rare  at  the  gem  Mint  State  level.  Stated  an¬ 
other  way,  anyone  seeking  to  put  together  a  date  run  of  Proof 
Liberty  Seated  quarters  from  1858  (the  year  that  Proofs  were 
first  generally  sold  to  the  public)  through  the  end  of  the  series 
in  1891,  seeking  Proof-64  and  Proof-65  as  a  grading  guideline, 
could  probably  complete  the  task  within  several  months,  cer¬ 
tainly  within  a  year.  In  contrast,  we  would  not  be  surprised  if  it 
took  two  or  three  years  (or  even  longer),  to  put  together  an 
equivalent  Mint  State  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  2  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Brilliant  1865  Quarter 


1036  1865  Partly  Repunched  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Breen-4040. 
Frosty,  satiny  surfaces.  Traces  of  repunching  around  the  date 
numerals. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  4  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

1037  1866  With  Motto.  Proof-63.  Richly  toned  in  rose  and  blue. 
First  year  of  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  the  reverse. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


1034  1865  Proof-64.  A  sharply  struck  and  fully  brilliant  gem. 
Heavily  frosted  devices  and  deep  mirror  fields  form  a  strong 
cameo  contrast.  Scarce. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 
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Notable  Gem  1866-S  Quarter  Rarity 

With  Motto 


Elusive  187 1-S  Quarter 

Choice  Uncirculated 


1038  1866-S  With  Motto.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces 
offer  a  prooflike  appearance  on  both  sides.  A  date  that  is 
mostly  encountered  in  well-worn  grades,  and  one  that  is  a  well- 
known  rarity  in  Mint  State.  This  is  an  issue  with  a  good  basic  or 
foundational  value.  Even  high-grade  worn  specimens  are  rare 
and  expensive. 

N'GC  Population:  1;  1  finer  (MS-65). 

1039  1868  Proof-63.  Warm  golden  highlights  on  both  sides. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


1040  1869  Proof-64.  A  pleasing  blend  of  rose  and  gold  graces  frosty 
devices  and  mirror  fields. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

1041  1870  Proof-63.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  moderate  cameo 
contrast  on  each  side.  Some  light  spots  on  the  obverse  are 
noted. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

1042  1871  Proof-63.  Rich  golden  iridescence  and  a  splash  of  violet 
are  present  on  both  sides.  A  very  pleasing  example  of  the  date 
and  grade. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


1043  1871  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  a  touch  of  dusky 
rose.  A  notable  sleeper  date  among  high-grade  business  strike 
Liberty  Seated  quarters.  Well  struck,  attractive,  and  rare. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  2  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

It  is  thought  by  some  that  much  of  the  mintage  of  this  date  (as  well  as  that 
of  1872)  may  have  been  melted  at  the  time  of  the  weight  change  in  early 
1 873,  when  arrows  were  placed  at  the  date. 


1044  187 1-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  present  on  iri¬ 
descent  golden  gray  and  lilac  surfaces.  Well  struck  in  nearly  all 
areas  of  the  design.  An  elusive  date  in  Mint  State. 

NGC  Population:  1;  8  finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Gem  Proof  1872  Quarter  Dollar 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


1045  1872  Proof-66  (NGC).  Deeply  reflective  cameo  displaying  su¬ 
perb  toning.  The  obverse  is  pale  green-gold  at  the  center 
which  gradually  changes  to  violet  toward  the  edge.  The  central 
reverse  is  mottled  gold,  violet,  and  blue,  giving  way  to  bright 
bluish  green  at  the  border.  An  aesthetic  delight.  Very  sharply 
struck  with  impeccable  Proof  characteristics.  Breen  noted  that 
this  era  was  known  for  carelessly  made  Proofs,  obviously  not 
the  situation  with  this  specimen. 

Among  Proof  quarters  of  the  early  With  Motto  type  from  1866  to  1873  No 
Arrows,  the  total  population  at  PCGS  and  NGC  provides  an  interesting 
comparison.  For  all  years  combined,  these  two  grading  services  have  certi¬ 
fied  1,520  coins  (including  what  must  be  many  resubmissions).  This  total 
represents  25%  of  the  original  Proof  mintage  of  6,060  coins  for  these  years. 
Of  those  certified,  1 ,460  are  in  grades  lower  than  Proof-66;  44  pieces  are  at 
the  Proof-66  level;  and  just  16  grade  higher.  Less  than  4%  of  the  total  certi¬ 
fied  population  is  at  the  Proof-66  grade  level  or  higher. 


1046  1872  Proof-64.  A  brilliant  and  delightful  gem  with  strong 
cameo  contrast  on  both  sides.  The  present  sale  affords  a  re¬ 
markable  opportunity  to  collect  the  best  part  of  a  set  of  Proof 
Liberty  Seated  quarters  by  date.  All  of  these  are  scarce,  and 
some  are  rare.  Such  grades  as  Proof-62,  Proof-63,  and  Proof-64 
offer  the  possibility  of  advantageous  purchases  in  the  present 
catalogue  and  on  the  present  market. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1873  250 

Variety  Without  Arrows  at  Date 


1047  1873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Sharply  detailed 
with  silvery  white  surfaces  and  pale  golden  toning.  A  lovely 
gem  Proof  example.  From  a  mintage  of  600  Proofs  produced 
early  in  the  year,  prior  to  the  addition  of  arrows  at  the  date. 
Apparently,  all  were  struck  on  or  before  March  12,  1873. 

These  coins  were  struck  prior  to  the  new  design  with  arrows  at  the  date, 
signifying  a  weight  increase  in  response  to  the  Act  of  1873.  It  was  generally 
believed  at  the  time  that  this  act  effectively  demonetized  silver,  leading  to 
the  popular  contemporary  title  “Crime  of  1873.”  An  excellent  history  may 
be  found  in  David  Watson’s  History  of  American  Coinage ,  first  published  in 
1899  and  reprinted  by  Burt  Franklin  in  1970  and,  of  course,  no  mention  of 
19th-century  coinage  policies  is  complete  without  noting  the  landmark  1930 
work  by  Neil  Carothers,  Fractional  Money. 

Gem  Proof  1873  250 

Arrows  at  Date 


1048  1873  Arrows.  Proof-64.  Rich  golden  iridescence  blooms  out¬ 
ward  from  the  centers.  Scarce  this  nice.  Always  popular  with 
quarter  dollar  specialists  and  type  coin  collectors  alike. 

Reverse  of  1872  with  a  small  die  line  extending  horizontally  into  the  feath¬ 
ers  at  the  right  side  (viewer’s  left)  of  the  reverse  shield. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

Gem  Proof  1874  Quarter 

Arrows  at  Date 


1049  1874  Arrows.  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  glittering  golden  cameo  ob¬ 
verse  displays  a  splash  of  violet  at  the  rim.  More  brilliance  re¬ 
mains  on  the  reverse  than  on  the  obverse.  “Reverse  of  ’72,” 
with  a  small  horizontal  die  line  at  the  viewer’s  upper  left  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  reverse  shield.  Always  popular  as  one  of  only  two 
representatives  of  the  design  with  arrows  at  the  date  on  the 
obverse  and  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  the  reverse. 

The  exact  number  of  Proofs  of  this  date  struck  seems  to  be  in  question. 
While  A  Guide  Rook  of  United  States  Coins  gives  the  mintage  as  700  pieces, 
both  Walter  Breen  and  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  specialist  Larry  Briggs 
give  the  mintage  figure  as  850  pieces.  Either  way,  the  issue  is  still  quite 
scarce  today. 


Popular  Proof  1874  Quarter 

Arrows  at  Date 


1050  1874  Arrows.  Proof-64.  Deep  rose  and  golden  gray  highlights 
are  present  on  both  sides. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

1051  1874  Arrows.  AU-50.  Attractive  light  golden  gray  surfaces. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1874-S  250 

Arrows  At  Date 


1052  1874-S  Arrows.  MS-65.  A  satiny  gem.  Sharply  struck  and  richly 
toned  in  gold,  pale  rose,  and  sky  blue.  A  truly  interesting  and 
important  coin,  a  symphony  of  quality,  numismatic  impor¬ 
tance,  and  sheer  beauty. 

Probably  from  a  small  group  that  surfaced  several  decades  ago.  At  the 
time  we  handled  a  number  of  these,  and  sold  them  one  at  a  time.  Today  in 
1998  even  a  single  example  is  hard  to  find,  and  relatively  few  have  remained 
in  the  gem  quality  offered  here. 

Uncirculated  1874-S  Quarter  Dollar 

Arrows  At  Date 


1053  1874-S  Arrows.  MS-64.  A  lustrous  gent.  Frosty  brilliance  in  the 
Fields,  deep  golden  highlights  on  the  high  points.  A  popular 
date  and  design  type  combination.  I  his  furnishes  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  use  a  San  Francisco  Mint  coin— scarcer  than  the 
Philadelphia  issue— for  inclusion  in  a  type  set  to  illustrate  the 
1873-1874  type  with  arrows  at  date  and  with  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST  on  the  reverse. 


1054  1874-S  Arrows.  MS-63.  Lustrous  silver  and  gray  surfaces  \n- 
other  very  attractive  and  quite  worthwhile  example  of  this 
popular  and  somewhat  scarce  issue.  How  fortunate  we  are  to 
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be  able  to  offer  several  specimens  in  the  present  catalogue! 

I  his  prompts  us  to  suggest  that  you  take  advantage  of  our  One  Lot  Only 
option  discussed  under  our  Terms  of  Sale.  In  that  way  you  can  bid  on  mul¬ 
tiple  examples  oi  the  1874-S  quarter  dollar  in  MS-63  grade,  but  be  assured 
of  winning  no  more  than  one. 


1055  1874-S  Arrows.  MS-63.  Lustrous  silver  surfaces  with  deep  gold 
on  the  high  points. 


1056  1874-S  Arrows.  MS-63.  Highly  lustrous  surfaces  evenly  toned 
in  smoky  gold  and  rose. 


1057  1875  Proof-64.  Deep  mirror  fields  and  frosty  design  motifs  dis¬ 
play  deep  rose  and  gold  toning. 

Reverse  of  1872. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

1058  1875  Proof-62.  Richly  toned  in  gold  and  rose. 

Underrated  1875-S  Quarter  Dollar  Rarity 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


1059  1875-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  reflect  warm 
rose  highlights  on  the  obverse,  while  fiery  golden  iridescence 
enhances  the  reverse.  A  rarity  in  Mint  State.  Thus,  the  present 
offering  is  of  great  importance. 

NGC  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

Die  note:  Briggs-3C.  Faint  obverse  die  cracks  connect  several  stars.  Addi¬ 
tionally,  an  unbroken,  spidery  die  break  runs  completely  around  the  reverse 
periphery,  connecting  the  entire  legend  with  the  denomination. 
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1060  1877  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  type  issue  for  the  discriminat¬ 
ing  collector.  Dark  ivory  with  faint  traces  of  pale  blue  and  a 
sliver  of  deep  steel  along  the  left  obverse  and  reverse  borders. 
Attractively  low  Proof  mintage  of  just  510  pieces. 

Among  the  later  years  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  are  found  many 
prooflike  business  strikes  in  addition  to  actual  Proofs.  Determination  of  the 
original  striking  method  involves  identification  of  varieties  and  examination 
of  the  quality  of  strike.  Many  varieties  are  identified  in  the  Breen  Proof  Ency¬ 
clopedia,  and  among  the  quarter  dollar  denomination,  in  Lariy  Briggs’  study 
of  the  series.  Strike  should  be  extremely  sharp  for  Proofs,  especially  in  the 
area  of  Liberty’s  drapery'.  Another  clue:  Proofs  are  generally  found  with 
light  to  moderate,  or  even  heavy,  hairlines  while  business  strikes  more  often 
have  noticeable  bagmarks. 

1061  1877  Proof-63.  Mosdy  brilliant  with  a  strong  cameo  contrast. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


Popular  1877-CC  250 

Gem  Uncirculated 


1062  1877-CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Deeply  and  richly  toned  in  gunmetal- 
blue,  rose,  and  gold.  Satiny  surfaces.  Well  struck  on  both  sides. 
Rare  so  fine. 

NGC  Population:  3;  3  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

No  doubt  coined  from  silver  taken  from  the  Comstock  Lode.  Discovered 
in  1859,  the  Comstock  Lode  flourished  during  the  1860s,  during  which  time 
the  Territorial  Enterprise  newspaper  (with  Samuel  Clemens  on  the  staff)  car¬ 
ried  accounts  of  local  doings.  The  Carson  City  Mint  was  proposed  during 
the  heyday  of  such  activity,  and  became  a  reality  in  1870.  Quite  unfortu¬ 
nately,  during  the  same  year  the  price  of  silver  began  to  fall  sharply  on  inter¬ 
national  markets,  due  to  large  quantities  surfacing  in  Europe,  and  to  in¬ 
creased  production  in  America.  By  1877,  when  the  present  quarter  dollar 
was  struck,  there  were  hard  times  in  Nevada. 

1063  1877-CC  MS-64.  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  rich  blue  and  rose  iri¬ 
descence  on  both  sides.  A  popular  branch  mint  issue. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

1064  1878  Proof-63.  Deep  rose  toning  highlights  on  both  sides. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


1065  1879  Proof-65.  A  lovely  gem  with  satiny  fields  and  frosted  de¬ 
vices.  The  jumping-off  year  for  a  run  of  low-mintage  (for  the 
most  part)  quarter  dollars  extending  through  the  end  of  the 
series  in  1891. 

Reverse  oi  IH7H  with  raised  die  lumps  in  the  hori/nnial  shield  lines  above 
the  third  and  fourth  vertical  stripes. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 
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1066  1879  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  golden  surfaces  display  strong  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre.  Prooflike  with  a  light  cameo  effect  on  each  side. 
Sharply  struck.  The  first  of  several  low-mintage  dates  in  the  se¬ 
ries.  One  of  13,600  pieces  coined  for  circulation. 

By  1879  the  Treasury  Department  had  a  glut  of  small-denomination  silver 
coins  on  its  hands.  Specie  payments  had  been  resumed  (as  of  April  1876), 
and  not  only  were  long-stored  reserves  brought  forth  from  Treasury  vaults, 
but  the  public,  realizing  that  hoarding  was  no  longer  necessary,  turned  loose 
millions  of  pieces  that  had  been  put  away  during  the  years  of  the  Civil  War. 
Because  of  this,  business  strike  production  of  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dol¬ 
lars  went  nearly  to  the  vanishing  point  in  1879,  save  for  a  few  thousand  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  made  so  that  the  issues  would  not  become  “rare”  and  attractive 
to  speculators.  The  statement  that  the  mints  were  busy  producing  Morgan 
silver  dollars  in  record  quantities  and  thus  did  not  want  to  pay  attention  to 
smaller  denominations,  is  only  partially  correct— the  main  reason  being  the 
glut  just  mentioned. 

1067  1880  Proof-64.  A  pale  golden  gem  with  strong  cameo  contrast 
on  both  sides.  Another  popular  low-mintage  date,  the  com¬ 
bined  figure  of  Proof  and  business  strike  coinage  being  much 
less  than  the  average  for  the  preceding  decade. 

Reverse  of  1872. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


date  produced.  Among  the  finest  known  of  the  date. 
NGC  Population:  5;  none  finer. 


1070  1882  Proof-65.  Fully  brilliant  with  heavily  frosted  motifs  and 
deep  mirror  fields.  A  solid  gem  specimen  both  technically  and 
aesthetically.  Coins  of  this  quality  were  very  hard  to  find  30  or 
40  years  ago,  and  in  today’s  market  in  1998,  they  are  even 
more  elusive.  Of  the  1,100  pieces  coined  in  1882,  probably  not 
more  than  200  or  300  could  be  called  gems  today. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

1071  1882  AU-50.  Attractive  gray  and  rose  highlights.  Struck  during 
a  decade  of  low-mintage  production  figures  in  the  quarter  dol¬ 
lar  series  (the  presses  were  busy  coining  Morgan  dollars,  and, 
besides,  there  was  a  glut  of  the  smaller  denominations  in  circu¬ 
lation).  One  of  only  15,200  business  strikes  of  the  date  pro- 

'  duced. 

1072  1883  Proof-64.  Rose  and  gold  toning  highlights  on  both  sides 
complement  the  cameo  features  of  this  attractive  gem.  Yet  an¬ 
other  desirable  issue. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


1068  1881  Proof-65.  A  delightful  gem.  Deep  golden  iridescence 
graces  frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields.  Still  another  extremely 
popular  low-mintage  date. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


Gem  Low-Mintage  1881  Quarter 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1069  1881  MS-67  (NGC).  Iridescent  gold,  blue,  and  sea  green  on 
satiny  gray  surfaces.  One  of  just  12,000  business  strikes  of  the 


1073  1884  Proof-65.  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous.  A  beautiful 
gem  with  deep  cameo  contrast. 

The  1884  quarter  is  yet  another  low-mintage  date.  Just  875  Proofs  plus 
8,000  business  strikes  were  made.  The  rarity  of  related  business  strikes  pro¬ 
vides  a  good  foundational  value  and  basic  rarity  to  the  coin.  Indeed,  in  the 
current  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  an  example  in  well-worn  G-4  grade 
catalogues  $100! 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


1074  1885  Proof-65.  Delicately  toned  in  rose  and  violet.  Deep  mir¬ 
ror  fields  and  frosty  devices  on  both  sides. 

The  1885  offers  the  enchanting  combination  of  a  low  Proof  mintage  (930) 
in  combination  with  a  low  business  strike  mintage  (13,600).  Such  pieces  are 
fascinating  to  collect,  as  low  mintage  always  has  a  quintessential  aspect  that 
never  goes  out  of  style. 

It  is  a  challenging  and  interesting  endeavor  to  put  together  a  collection- 
within-a-collection,  a  late-date  set  of  Liberty  Seated  quarters  of  the  low-mint¬ 
age  years,  which  characterize  most  of  the  span  1879-1891.  Arrayed  side  bv 
side,  such  a  display  would  be  very  interesting  to  contemplate  and  own. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

1075  1 885  Proof-64.  Delicate  champagne  toning.  Areas  of  navy  blue 
and  charcoal  gray  around  the  design  elements  and  at  the  bor¬ 
ders. 
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1076  1886  Proof-64.  A  delicately  toned  specimen  with  moderate 
cameo  contrast  on  both  sides.  Among  the  finer  pieces  surviv¬ 
ing  from  a  Proof  mintage  of  only  886  pieces. 

Years  ago  Charles  and  Ruth  Green,  the  Chicago  dealers,  endeavored  to 
hoard  this  date.  Later,  we  were  involved  in  the  distribution  of  this  hoard, 
and  recall  that  very  fewr  pieces  have  the  quality  that  today  could  be  called 
Proof-64  or  finer.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  it  was  popular  to  make  Proof 
coins  "brilliant”  by  dipping  them  or  rubbing  them  with  light  abrasives.  This 
was  practiced  not  only  in  the  private  sector  by  collectors,  but  also  by  institu¬ 
tions.  Farran  Zerbe,  upon  visiting  the  National  Coin  Collection  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  in  the  early  20th  century,  was  told  that  as  of  that  era,  each  coin 
had  been  cleaned  three  or  four  times!  Today,  many  rare  early  silver  Proofs 
in  the  National  Coin  Collection  (presently  on  display  at  the  Smithsonian  In¬ 
stitution)  are  what  wre  would  call  Proof-60  to  Proof-62,  hairlined. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

Rare  Gem  1886  Quarter  Dollar 

Mintage:  5,000  Business  Strikes 


1077  1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  and  reflective  Fields  ex¬ 
hibit  rich  golden  highlights.  A  rare  date,  one  of  only  5,000 
pieces  produced  for  circulation.  A  prime  attraction  among 
business  strike  quarters  of  an  era  in  which  nearly  all  business 
strikes  are  difficult  to  find  in  higher  grades.  The  specialist  will 
want  to  compete  very  liberally  to  acquire  this  gem. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  4  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

1078  1887  Proof-64.  Mainly  brilliant  with  rose-gray  highlights  at  the 
rims.  Still  another  beautiful  specimen  in  this  impressive  line¬ 
up  of  low-mintage  issues. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

Beautiful  1887  Quarter  Dollar 

Gem  Uncirculated 


1079  1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  pale 
gold.  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  Prooflike.  Conser¬ 
vatively  graded,  as  one  glance  at  this  gem’s  surfaces  will  con¬ 
firm  (diligent  searching  with  an  8X  loupe  reveals  only  the  tini¬ 
est  of  marks).  A  beauty  to  behold. 


1080  1888  Proof-65.  A  lustrous  cameo  gem  with  rich  gold,  blue,  and 
violet  iridescence  on  each  side. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


102 


Superb  Uncirculated  1888  Quarter 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1081  1888  MS-67  (PCGS).  Frosty  “white”  surfaces.  A  lovely  gem 
specimen  from  a  modest  mintage  of  10,000  business  strikes, 
and  one  of  the  very  finest  examples  of  the  date  currently 
known. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1889  250 


1082  1889  Proof-66  (NGC).  Superb,  deeply  frosted  devices  are  sur¬ 
rounded  by  deep  mirror  fields.  A  fully  brilliant,  stunning 
cameo  beauty. 

As  with  most  years  in  the  later  1880s,  the  majority  of  Proofs,  even  if  not 
carelessly  made,  have  more  recently  been  cleaned,  often  quite  harshly.  The 
same  is  true  of  some  prooflike  business  strikes,  rendering  it  difficult  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  properly  attributed  example.  Fortunately,  a  few  high-grade  coins 
(such  as  the  example  offered  here)  still  exist,  giving  the  Proof  coin  specialist 
an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  properly  identified  example. 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1889  250 


1083  1889  Proof-66.  Fully  brilliant  with  heavily  frosted  design  mo¬ 
tifs  and  deep  mirror  fields.  A  superb  gem  of  virtually 
unimprovable  quality.  A  nice  example  of  quality  and  ratio 
combined. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 
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Brilliant  Gem  Proof  1890  25£ 


1084  1890  Proof-66.  A  brilliant  gem.  Deep  mirror  fields  and  heavily 
frosted  devices  form  a  remarkable  cameo  contrast. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


Gem  Mint  State  1890  Quarter 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1085  1890  MS-67  (NGC).  Deep  golden  gray  surfaces  richly  toned  in 
blue,  sea  green,  gold,  and  rose.  One  of  the  finest  known  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  date. 

NGC  Population:  3;  none  finer. 


Barber  Quarters _ 

1  The  following  offering  of  Barber  quarters  highlights  many 
plendid  pieces  from  the  remarkable  cabinet  of  Charles  S. 
Tamiye,  discussed  at  length  in  the  introduction  to  the  present 
atalogue.  Truly  this  is  one  of  the  finest  offerings  of  our  time. 

1086  1892  Type  II  reverse.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Eagle’s  wing  covers 
nearly  all  of  E  in  UNITED.  Lustrous. 

In  general.  Barber  coins  (dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars)  from  the  first 
year  of  issue,  1892,  do  not  seem  to  have  been  saved  in  larger  than  usual 
quantities.  Apparently  the  novelty  of  the  new  design  was  lost  amid  great 
publicity  concerning  the  forthcoming  1892  World’s  Columbian  Exposition 
commemorative  half  dollars— the  first  commemoratives  of  this  denomina¬ 
tion  produced  by  the  United  States.  Further,  the  new  Barber  coins  slipped 
into  circulation  almost  unnoticed,  or  at  least  unheralded  by  the  popular 
press— in  sharp  contrast  to  certain  other  new  designs,  before  and  after, 
which  caught  the  fancy  of  reporters  and  were  given  many  columns  of  print 
(perhaps  most  notably  the  1907  Saint-Gaudens  gold  coinage  and  the  1909 
Lincoln  cent). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection 


1087  1892-0  Type  I  reverse.  MS-64  (NGC).  Middle  serif  of  E  in 
UNITED  not  covered  by  eagle’s  wing.  A  lovely  branch  mint 
gem  from  the  first  year  of  the  Barber  quarter  series  (1892- 
1916).  Frosty,  lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Very  Rare  Uncirculated  1892-S  Quarter 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1088  1892-S  Type  I  reverse.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  great  rarity  in  gem 
condition,  and  among  the  finest  certified  by  NGC.  Type  1  re¬ 
verse,  and  scarcer  as  such  than  its  Type  II  counterpart. 
Highly  lustrous  and  richly  toned  in  attractive  deep  iridescent 
blue  and  rose. 

NGC  Population:  6;  none  finer. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1089  1892-S  Type  II  reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  lustre.  A 
nice  coin  for  the  grade. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1090  1893  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1091  1893-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  popular  branch  mint  issue.  Lovely, 
with  a  cameo-like  appearance  and  pale  rose  highlights. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1893-S  Barber  25£ 


1092  1893-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Tall,  thin,  mintmark  tilted  to  right 
above  upright  of  D.  A  rare  date  this  finely  preserved.  Lustrous. 
Delicate  rose  and  gold  toning. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  6  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1093  1894-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Mintmark  to  right  over  upright  of  D.  A 
lustrous,  satiny  gem.  Struck  from  clashed  dies.  Brilliant  at  the 
centers,  golden  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 
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1094  1894-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  glittering  gem  from  San  Francisco. 
Largely  brilliant  at  the  centers,  with  rich  iridescent  gold  and 
blue  peripheral  highlights.  Strong  cartwheel  lustre. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1095  1894-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mintmark  to  right.  Brilliant  at  the  cen¬ 
ters,  with  rose  and  gold  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1096  1894-S  NlS-62  (PCGS).  Mintmark  to  right.  Brilliant  at  the  cen¬ 
ters,  pale  rose  and  gold  at  the  rims.  Under  magnification  the 
obverse  shows  a  spidery  network  of  die  cracks,  a  rather  un¬ 
usual  feature,  and  one  that  lends  special  interest  to  this  piece. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1097  1895  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  silver  and  gold  lustre. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1098  1895  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Pale  golden  highlights. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1102  1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lustrous. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1103  Certified  Barber  quarter  selection:  ☆  1896  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Lightly  toned  ☆  1908  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lghtly  toned  ☆  1909  MS- 
63  PQ  (PCI).  Lightly  toned  ☆  1915  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Deeply 
toned  ☆  1916-D  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Lightly  toned.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 


Rare  1896-0  Quarter 

A  Key  to  the  Series 


1104  1896-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Rare  so  fine.  A  satiny  gem  specimen, 
brilliant  and  frosty  at  the  obverse  center,  rich  gold  at  the  rims, 
fully  golden  and  quite  beautiful  on  the  reverse.  The  1896-0 
has  always  been  appreciated  as  one  of  the  scarcer  Barber  quar¬ 
ter  issues  of  the  19th  century,  one  of  the  keys  to  the  series. 

NGC  Population:  7;  7  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Lovely  1895-0  Quarter 


Gem  Uncirculated 


1099  1895-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Mintmark  to  right.  Rare  this  nice.  Lus¬ 
trous  golden  gray  with  iridescent  gold,  rose,  and  sky  blue  high¬ 
lights.  Another  Barber  quarter  in  a  line-up  of  choice  pieces 
from  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection,  a  cabinet  that  will  re¬ 
membered  for  a  long  time.  It  is  poignant  to  mention  that  via 
this  catalogue,  with  a  few  strokes  of  the  pen  or  keyboard,  or 
the  raising  of  your  hand  a  few  times,  you  can  acquire  gems 
which  took  Mr.  Mamiye  years  of  diligent  searching  to  find. 
Opportunity  is  the  key  word. 

NGC  Population:  10;  3  finer  (MS-68  finest). 

Really  beautiful  Barber  coins  are  very  difficult  to  find,  and  even  so-called 
“common  dates”  often  prove  elusive  when  it  comes  to  quality. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Famous  1896-S  Quarter  Rarity 

Choice  Uncirculated 


1105  1896-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  gray  surfaces  with  iri¬ 
descent  gold  and  blue  highlights.  The  1896-S,  with  a  mintage 
of  just  188,039,  stands  today  as  by  far  the  rarest  of  the  19th- 
century  Barber  quarter  dollars.  In  terms  of  absolute  mintage  it 
is  the  third  lowest  in  the  series,  being  exceeded  only  by  1901-S 
and  1913-S.  However,  regarding  1913-S,  more  of  these  were 
set  aside  at  the  time  of  issue,  so  Mint  State  1896-S  quarters  are 
rarer  today. 

Traditionally  the  acquisition  of  a  choice  Mint  State  1896-S 
takes  a  great  deal  of  effort  and  patience.  Not  even  the  most 
impressive  auction  sales  are  apt  to  include  a  specimen.  Thus, 
the  present  offering  is  a  remarkable  opportunity  and  the  alert 
numismatist  and  connoisseur  would  do  well  to  “reach”  for  this 
superb  piece.  Doubtless,  it  will  be  a  prize  in  the  owner’s  cabi¬ 
net  for  many  years  to  come,  just  as  it  has  been  a  highlight  of 
the  Mamiye  Collection. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  12  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1100  1895-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Scarce.  Lustrous,  mainly  brilliant. 
Choice  for  the  grade. 

From  the  Charles  S’.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1106  1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  Iridescent  silver  gray  and  sky  blue  high¬ 
lights.  Nice. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1101  1895-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mintmark  to  right.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  just  a  hint  of  gold. 
f  rom  the  Charles  S'.  Mamiye  Collection. 
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Superb  Gem  1897-0  Barber  25£ 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1107  1897-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Rarely  encountered  this  nicely  pre¬ 
served.  A  delightful  gem,  highly  lustrous  and  satiny  on  both 
sides.  Partially  reflective  fields  and  frosted  design  motifs  dis¬ 
play  lovely  smoky  gray,  gold,  rose,  and  blue  highlights.  A  sig¬ 
nificant  rarity  at  this  grade  level,  as  the  population  informa¬ 
tion  indicates.  We  recommend  a  liberal  bid,  with  the  thought 
that  if  this  piece  is  not  acquired,  it  may  be  a  long  time  until 
another  of  equivalent  quality  is  found. 

NGC  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1 108  1897-0  MS-63.  A  choice  example  of  an  elusive  date,  and  a  coin 
with  many  attributes  of  a  higher  grade.  Pale  gold  with  splashes 
of  deep  blue  on  the  reverse.  Another  attractive  specimen  of  a 
truly  scarce  issue,  not  the  grade  of  the  MS-66  earlier  offered, 
but  not  likely  to  sell  for  the  same  price  either.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  value,  a  lot  of  “coin  for  the  money,”  among  MS-63 
pieces,  in  our  opinion. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Uncirculated  1897-S  Quarter 


1110  1897-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Mintmark  to  right.  A  scarce,  low-mint¬ 
age  date.  Obverse  nearly  prooflike,  reverse  fully  prooflike.  Iri¬ 
descent  gold  and  pale  blue  highlights.  Another  truly  beautiful, 
indeed  remarkable  coin. 

NGC  Population:  14;  5  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

We  recommend  our  One  Lot  Only  option  for  the  intending  bidder.  In 
this  way  you  can  compete  for  both  of  these  lovely  pieces,  but  be  assured  of 
winning  no  more  than  one. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1111  1898  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous,  fully  brilliant. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1898-0  25£ 


1112  1898-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Rare  this  nice  despite  a  generous  mint¬ 
age  of  more  than  1.8  million  pieces.  A  glittering  gem.  Strong 
cartwheel  lustre  virtually  leaps  from  iridescent  rose  surfaces, 
with  attractive  violet  and  blue  iridescence  in  the  recessed  areas 
of  the  design.  Struck  from  clashed  dies.  Mintmark  weak  at 
lower  right. 

NGC  Population:  7;  3  finer  (MS-68  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Important  1897-S  Quarter 

Gem  Uncirculated 


1109  1897-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Mintmark  to  right.  A  scarce  low-mintage 
date,  one  of  542,229  pieces  struck.  Pale  rose  and  gold  high¬ 
lights.  One  of  the  more  important  issues  among  early  Barber 
quarters.  Relatively  few  pieces  exist  at  this  grade  level  or  finer. 

NGC  Population:  14;  5  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Desirable  I898-S  Quarter 


1 1 13  1898-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  desirable  rarity  in  gem  condition;  not 
many  examples  of  this  date  escaped  the  ravages  of  circulation. 
Lustrous.  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  dusky  gold  at  the  rims. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  5  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 
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Rare  Uncirculated  1899-0  25tf 


1114  1899-0  MS-65  (NGC).  A  rarity  in  gem  condition  such  as  this. 
Frosty  and  brilliant  at  the  centers,  warm  golden  halos  at  the 
rims.  A  perfect  blend  of  rarity,  beauty,  and  quality. 

N'GC  Population:  5;  2  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1115  1899-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Nicer  than  the  grade  implies. 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Lovely  1900-0  Quarter 

Gem  Uncirculated 


1118  1900-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Rare  in  Mint  State  despite  a  mintage  of 
more  than  3.4  million  pieces.  Satiny  silver  surfaces  display  a 
hint  of  gold.  New  reverse  hub. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1119  1900-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  rose  at  the  rims. 
A  lot  of  coin  for  the  assigned  grade.  Old  reverse  hub,  wing  tips 
even  with  ends  of  letters  on  reverse. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1899-S  25£  Rarity 


1116  1899-S  MS-66  (NGC).  A  low-mintage  rarity  which  is  desirable 
at  virtually  any  Mint  State  level.  Just  708,000  examples  were 
struck.  In  the  MS-66  category  the  piece  emerges  as  an  ex¬ 
tremely  significant  item.  The  connoisseur  will  find  that  the 
presently  offered  specimen  has  few  peers.  Highly  lustrous  and 
attractively  toned,  this  is  certainly  among  the  very  finest 
known  examples  of  the  1899-S. 

NGC  Population:  5;  1  finer  (MS-67). 

Tradition  holds  that  many  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  Barber  coins  of  1899 
were  shipped  to  the  Philippine  Islands  (recently  acquired  by  the  United 
States  in  the  War  with  Spain)  and  used  there  as  circulating  currency.  In¬ 
deed,  this  seems  to  be  borne  out  by  the  finding  in  the  Philippines  in  recent 
decades  of  many  coins  which  can  best  be  described  as  EF  to  AU,  typically 
well  cleaned. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1117  1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of  gold  at  the  rims. 
New  reverse  hub,  wing  tips  extend  beyond  letters  on  reverse. 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1120  1901  Proof-63  (ANACS).  Mirror  fields  and  frosty  devices  dis¬ 
play  vivid  blue  and  violet  toning.  From  a  Proof  mintage  of  813 
pieces. 

1121  1901  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous;  finer  than  the  grade  implies. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

Satiny  1901-0  Quarter  Rarity 

A  Lovely  Gem 


1122  1901-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  rare  New  Orleans  Mint  issue  in  gem 
condition  (though  its  rarity  is  somewhat  overshadowed  by  its 
“cousin”  of  the  same  date  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint).  Satiny 
surfaces  display  strong  cartwheel  lustre  and  a  hint  of  gold.  The 
connoisseur  and  specialist  knows  well  that  the  offering  of  an 
1901-0  at  this  grade  level  is  a  rare  event.  Again,  a  very  liberal 
bid  is  recommended! 

PCGS  Population:  10;  7  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Harvest  Time? 

You  have  been  collecting  for  many  years,  possibly  for 
many  decades.  Then  comes  the  time  to  sell.  When  it  is 
“harvest  time”  for  you,  think  of  Auctions  by  Bowers  and 
Merena,  Inc.  Telephone  Q.  David  Bowers,  and  he  will  do 
the  rest!  Call  our  toll-free  number:  (800)  458-4640.  In 
New  Hampshire  call  569-5095. 
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Famous  190 1-S  Quarter  Dollar  Rarity 

Gem  Uncirculated 
A  Mamiye  Collection  Highlight 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

'  1123  190 1-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Rose  and  gold  iridescence  on  frosty 
golden  gray  surfaces. 

The  190 1-S  in  any  grade— you  pick  it,  from  well  worn  on  up— 
is  the  undisputed  king  of  the  Barber  quarter  series.  In  fact,  it 
can  hold  its  own  in  terms  of  any  American  silver  rarity  of  its 
era.  Just  72,664  were  struck  at  a  time  in  which  probably  no 
more  than  two  or  three  dozen  collectors  were  saving  Barber 
quarters  by  date  and  mint  sequence.  The  typical  numismatist 
of  1901  was  satisfied  with  one  example  to  show  the  year,  and 
that  typically  would  have  been  a  Proof.  Branch  mints  were 
largely  ignored,  despite  the  publication  a  few  years  earlier  in 
1893  of  Augustus  G.  Heaton’s  book,  A  Treatise  on  Mint  Marks. 

Further,  if  one  were  to  assume  that  two  dozen  to  three  dozen 
collectors  saved  branch  mint  Barber  quarters  at  the  time  of  is¬ 
sue,  this  does  not  mean  that  one  can  readily  locate  that  num¬ 
ber  of  gems  today.  Indeed,  many  pieces  were  later  spent, 
cleaned,  or  suffered  other  damage.  Relatively  few  pristine 
pieces  survived.  The  collector  of  our  past  catalogues  and  the 
student  of  our  past  sales  realizes  well  that  such  collections  as 
the  S.  Benton  Emery  Cabinet  and  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr., 
Collection  (drawing  upon  the  cabinet  of  J.M.  Clapp)  almost 
challenged  credulity.  We  might  also  mention  that  not  even  the 
National  Coin  Collection  (now  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution) 
endeavored  to  save  mintmarked  issues. 

Today,  the  numismatist  seeking  to  acquire  one  each  of  the 
various  dates  and  mintmarks  of  the  Barber  dime,  quarter,  and 
half  dollar  series  is  faced  with  a  great  challenge.  Not  only  are 
high-grade  pieces  scarce  in  absolute  terms  (such  as  reflected  in 
population  reports  by  the  grading  services),  but,  beyond  that, 
quality  pieces  are  apt  to  be  far  scarcer  still. 

This  beautiful  190 1-S  is  among  the  great  highlights  of  the 
Mamiye  Collection  and,  for  that  matter,  the  entire  present  sale. 

NGC  Population:  4;  4  finer  (MS-68  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


;  1 124  1902  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces. 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Important  1902-0  Quarter  Rarity 

Tied  For  Finest  Certified  By  PCGS 


1125  1902-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  rare  and  underrated  branch  mint  is¬ 
sue  in  Uncirculated,  despite  a  large  mintage  of  more  than  4.7 
million  coins.  A  lustrous,  satiny  gem,  easily  among  the  nicest 
specimens  available  of  the  date. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  none  finer. 

An  obverse  die  break  runs  through  the  0  and  2  of  the  date,  across  the  tip 
of  Liberty’s  bust,  and  through  the  two  stars  to  the  right  of  her  bust. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1126  1902-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  dusky  rose  high¬ 
lights. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1127  1903  MS-64  (NGC).  Actually  a  very  scarce  Philadelphia  Mint 
■  issue  in  gem  Uncirculated  grade.  Lustrous,  pale  rose  and  gold 

highlights  on  both  sides. 

NGC  Population:  13;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1 128  1903-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces.  Reverse 
die  rust  evident  at  RTER. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1129  1903-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  various  violet 
hues  at  the  rims.  Frosty. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1 130  1903-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  pale  golden  lustre. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1 131  1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Iridescent  golden  gray. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1132  Barber  quarter  group:  1904  AU-53  &  1911  AU-55  A  1914 
AU-50  ☆  1914-D  AU-50  ☆  1915  EF-45.  Some  lightly  toned. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 


Superb  1904-0  Quarter 


1 133  1904-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Easily  among  the  finest  known  of  this 
popular  New  Orleans  issue.  Strong  lustre  on  satiny,  golden 
surfaces.  This  piece  is  apt  to  sell  for  several  thousand  dollars, 
which,  in  terms  of  certain  other  numismatic  specimens,  seems 
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to  us  to  be  quite  inexpensive.  Certainly,  here  is  a  condition  rar¬ 
ity— a  piece  tor  which  few  duplicates  exist  anywhere.  It  may  be 
a  long  time  until  an  equivalent  specimen  crosses  the  auction 
block  in  one  of  our  sales. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1  finer  (MS-67). 

horn  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1134  1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  obverse,  deep  rose  re¬ 
verse. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


he  was  so  frustrated  at  the  inability  to  acquire  really  choice  and  beautiful 
Uncirculated  examples  of  even  so-called  common  dates  that  he  turned  his 
collecting  interest  elsewhere— and  never  did  assemble  a  collection  of  gems, 
or  even  a  significant  part  of  his  collection.  The  best  he  could  find  were 
mostly  what  today  would  be  graded  high-level  AU  or  low-level  Mint  State 
pieces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1138  1905-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An  interesting 
planchet  defect  is  noted  at  the  mintmark. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1905-0  Quarter 


1 139  1906  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous,  pale  golden  halos  at  the  rims. 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1 135  1905-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  tough  date  to  locate  in  gem  Uncircu¬ 
lated.  Frosty  and  brilliant  with  strong  cartwheel  lustre. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  7  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Scarce  1905-0  25tf 

Gem  Uncirculated 


1136  1905-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Rich  aureate  highlights  on  frosty  silver 
surfaces. 

NGC  Population:  9;  2  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1140  1906-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  areas  of  deep  violet  ton¬ 
ing  on  both  sides. 

From  the  first  year  of  full  operation  of  the  Denver  Mint.  Much  of  the  silver 
and  gold  used  by  the  newly  opened  facility  was  drawn  from  the  nearby  re¬ 
gions,  including  rich  silver  deposits  in  the  hills  to  the  west  of  Denver  (today 
these  mining  towns  are  tourist  attractions,  with  Georgetown,  Central  City, 
and  Black  Hawk  being  but  three  well-known  examples). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1 141  1906-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous,  a  frosty  golden  gem. 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1142  1907  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  light  golden  gem. 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1905-S  25£ 


1137  1905-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  popular  San  Francisco  Mint  issue, 
and  a  rare  date  at  the  gem  Uncirculated  level.  Even  pale  rose 
and  sky  blue  iridescence  on  satiny  golden  gray  surfaces. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  3  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

In  cataloguing  this  run  of  Barber  quarter  dollars  we  are  continually 
amazed— coin  after  coin— as  our  eyes  fall  upon  Mamiye  Collection  pieces. 
The  price  and  rarity  of  a  coin  can  be  one  thing  and  the  opportunity  to  ac¬ 
quire  one  may  be  something  else  entirely.  It  may  be  worthwhile  to  repeat 
here  the  story  of  the  late  Ray  Byrne,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  In  the 
1950s  or  early  1960s,  Ray  was  beginning  his  interest  in  numismatics,  and  we 
rerall  that  he  liked  Barber  coins,  especially  Barber  quarters.  He  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  put  together  a  complete  set.  Glancing  at  the  current  issue  of  the 
most  popular  of  all  coin  references,  the  Guide  Book  of  United  Slates  Coins ,  he 
corn  luded  that  it  was  just  a  matter  of  spending  a  few  thousand  dollars,  and 
m  a  week  or  two,  alter  roritai  ting  major  dealers,  he  would  have  a  full  set. 

Reality  proved  to  be  somewhat  different.  A  year  or  two  into  his  endeavor, 


1143  1907-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant,  violet  and  gold  at  the 
rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1144  1907-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  a  hint  of  gold  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1145  1907-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  golden  at  the 
rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1 146  1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely,  frosty  gem. 

Curved  line  in  upper  loop  of  8  in  date,  perhaps  the  remnants  of  another 
numeral. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1147  1908-1)  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  branch  mint  gem  with  just  a 
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touch  of  gold  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1 148  1908-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Deep  sea  green  and  gold  iridescence  on 
both  sides. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

Underrated  1908-S  Barber  25£ 


Gem  Uncirculated 


1 149  1908-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  ustrous  gem  survivor  from  a  relatively 
modest  mintage  of  784,000  pieces.  Moderately  rare  at  this 
grade  and  higher.  Attractive  golden  highlights  at  the  rims. 
NGC  Population:  10;  10  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Scarce  1908-S  Barber  Quarter 

Gem  Uncirculated 


01150  1908-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem!!!  Yes,  the  use  of  mul¬ 
tiple  exclamation  points  is  warranted— it  is  difficult  enough  to 
find  even  one  example,  let  along  two!  Largely  brilliant  with 
light  golden  highlights  at  the  peripheries. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


[1151  1909  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosty,  glittering  gem  with  a  splash  of 
rose  on  the  obverse. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1152  1909-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  scarce  Denver  Mint  issue  in  gem 
Mint  State.  Frosty  with  strong  cartwheel  lustre. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  5  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 
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Desirable  1909-0  Barber  Quarter 

New  Orleans  Mint  Swan  Song 


1 153  1909-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  very  beautiful  specimen  from  the  last 
year  of  coinage  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  Just  712,000  were 
minted,  of  which  only  a  handful  survive  in  higher  grades  to¬ 
day.  Attractive  gold,  blue,  and  rose  iridescence  add  to  the  de¬ 
sirability  of  this  piece. 

The  New  Orleans  Mint  began  coinage  in  1838  and  continued  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  gold  and  silver  issues  through  1861,  at  which  time  it  closed  during 
the  early  months  of  the  Civil  War.  Years  later  in  1879  it  reopened,  and 
stayed  active  until  1909,  after  which  no  further  coins  were  struck,  but  the 
vaults  were  used  for  storing  silver  dollars,  bullion,  and  other  treasures.  In 
1929,  a  vast  hoard  of  rare  silver  dollars  was  shipped  to  Philadelphia  for  stor¬ 
age,  including  the  1903-0,  which  by  1961  was  recognized  as  one  of 
America’s  greatest  20th-century  silver  rarities  in  Mint  State.  This  hoard  was 
tapped  in  autumn  1962,  and  all  of  a  sudden  numismatists  and  members  of 
the  public  were  thrilled  to  find  that  these  rare  pieces,  which  catalogued  for 
•$1,500  each  in  the  current  Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins— could  be  obtained  for 
face  value  if  you  were  lucky,  or  for,  say,  $50  or  so  from  those  fortunate 
enough  to  have  found  them.  A  treasure  hunt  was  on,  Morgan  silver  dollars 
of  other  early  dates  quickly  came  to  light,  and  within  the  space  of  a  year  or 
two  these  silver  dollars  rose  to  the  very  top  of  the  numismatic  hit  parade  in 
terms  of  being  collectors’  favorites.  Today,  Morgan  silver  dollars  1878-1921 
are  a  foundation  stone  of  American  numismatics. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Lovely  Gem  Uncirculated  1909-S  25£ 


1154  1909-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Rare  this  nice.  A  satiny  gem  with  out¬ 
standing  overall  appeal,  and  a  difficult  coin  to  improve  upon 
from  a  quality  standpoint.  Iridescent  rose  and  violet,  lighter  at 
the  centers. 

NGC  Population:  12;  2  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1 155  1910  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty  and  brilliant  with  pale  golden  lustre 
on  both  sides. 

NGC  Population:  18;  7  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 
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Desirable  1910-D  Quarter 


1156  1910-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  desirable  Denver  Mint  product,  and 
rare  this  nicely  preserved.  Frosty  pale  golden  surfaces. 

NGC  Popular:  13;  3  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1157  1911  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  with  a  hint  of 
rose  at  the  rims. 

PCGS  Population:  19;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Important  1911-D  Quarter 

Gem  Uncirculated 


1158  1911-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  scarce  date  in  most  grades,  and  a  rar¬ 
ity  in  gem  Uncirculated  preservation.  Lustrous.  A  warm 
golden  glow  enhances  both  sides. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  5  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1159  1911-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Scarce.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1160  191 1-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  a  whisper  of  gold  on  both 
sides. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1161  1912  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Delicate  golden  toning. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1 162  1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  low-mintage  date  (only  702,000  were 
struck).  Brilliant,  frosty. 
f  rom  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1 163  1913  MS-63  (NGC).  One  of  just  484,000  Barber  quarters  of  the 
date  struck  in  Philadelphia,  the  fifth  lowest  mintage  figure  in 
the  Barber  quarter  series  (1892-1916).  Brilliant,  lustrous  and 
satiny,  with  pale  blue  and  rose  highlights. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1 164  1913-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  brilliant  gem. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Classic  1913-S  Barber  Quarter  Rarity 

Lowest  Mintage  in  the  Series 
A  Mamiye  Collection  Highlight 


1165  1913-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty,  lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces  of 
exquisite  beauty.  A  gorgeous  gem,  certainly  one  of  the  finest 
in  existence  today. 

With  a  mintage  of  just  40,000  coins,  the  1913-S  quarter 
checks  in  as  having  the  lowest  production  quantity  of  any  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  of  this  design  type,  and,  for  that  matter,  of  any  Bar¬ 
ber  silver  coin  except  the  1894-S  dime.  In  terms  of  availability 
in  Mint  State,  the  1896-S  and  1901-S  are  scarcer,  as  fewer  were 
saved.  However,  the  1913-S  can  still  hold  its  own  in  terms  of 
fame  and  desirability.  Adding  to  the  basic  rarity  of  the  issue  is 
the  fact  that  worn  pieces  are  hard  to  find,  thus  providing  a 
foundation  to  the  price  structure. 

In  any  numismatic  season  the  offering  of  a  superb  gem  1913- 
S  quarter  dollar  is  a  numismatic  occasion.  Here  is  such  an 
event.  A  liberal  bid  is  recommended. 

PCGS  Population:  1 1;  5  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1166  1914  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  hints  of  gold. 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1167  1914-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem  example  of  a  plentiful 
Denver  Mint  issue.  Pale  golden  surfaces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 
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>  1 168  1914-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  deep  silver  gray. 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1914-S  25# 


NGC  Census:  7;  1  finer  (MS-67). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1175  1916  Barber.  MS-62  (PCGS).  From  the  final  year  of  Barber 
quarter  dollar  coinage.  Brilliant  with  splashes  of  gold. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1176  1916-D  Barber.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant,  fully  lustrous. 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 


1169  1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  scarce  date,  one  of  only  264,000  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  date  struck.  A  highly  lustrous,  fully  brilliant  gem. 
Very  scarce,  more  so  than  is  generally  realized— although  the 
publication  of  population  reports  by  PCGS  and  NGC  helps  us 
realize  true  scarcity  more  and  more  (although  such  population 
reports  address  only  numerical  grades,  not  quality). 

Here,  indeed,  is  a  highlight  of  the  Mamiye  Collection,  one  of 
the  most  highly  prized  of  the  later  date  Barber  quarter  rarities. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  10  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1177  Standing  Liberty  quarters:  ☆  1917-S  Type  II.  AU-53  ☆  1918 
AU-50  ☆  1920-S  AU-58  ☆  1924  AU-55  ☆  1926-S  AU-53  ☆  1930 
AU-53.  All  show  some  faint  toning  highlights.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

1178  1919  MS-64  FH.  Brilliant.  Sharply  struck  and  highly  lustrous. 


1179  1919-S  MS-63  FH  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  rich  golden  gray 
surfaces.  A  scarce  issue  among  Standing  Liberty  quarters,  one 
of  the  keys  to  the  series.  The  Full  Head  quality  lends  additional 
desirability. 


“  1170  1915  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  rose  toning  at  the 
rims.  Lustrous. 


!  1171  1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous. 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


'  1172  1915-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An  obverse  die 
crack  runs  from  the  D  of  GOD  through  WE,  then  down 
through  Liberty’s  hair  and  through  the  T  of  LIBERTY,  ending 
in  the  hair  below. 


’  1 173  1915-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous,  pale  golden  highlights  present. 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1174  1915-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Among  the  finest  certified  by  NGC. 
Highly  lustrous  with  attractive  golden  highlights. 
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1 180  1924-D  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Attractive  creamy  white  lustre  with 
only  a  few  trivial  marks  consistent  with  the  grade.  This  issue  is 
normally  encountered  with  a  completely  flat  head.  Those  with 
even  partial  head  details  are  extremely  unusual. 


Lovely  Gem  1927  Quarter  Dollar 


1181  1927  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  A  satiny,  lustrous  gem,  nicely  struck 
and  splendidly  preserved.  A  hint  of  sky  blue  and  gold  toning 
add  to  the  overall  appeal. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  2  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

1 182  1930  MS-65  FH  (ANACS).  A  sharp  and  lustrous  gem  from  the 
final  year  of  the  Standing  Liberty  quarter  series  (1916-1930). 
Golden  iridescence  present  at  the  rims. 
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Half  dollars _ 

Half  dollars  are  probably  second  only  to  large  copper  cents 
in  terms  of  widespread  popularity  among  early  19th-century 
numismatic  specialties.  Silver  dollars  were  produced  in  fair 
numbers  through  1804  (the  pieces  struck  in  calendar  year  1804 
bearing  earlier  dates),  after  which  none  were  made  for  circula¬ 
tion  until  December  1836.  Meanwhile,  the  half  dollar  assumed 
the  position  of  the  largest  silver  coin  of  the  realm  and  was  made 
in  quantities.  Banks  with  silver  reserves  were  apt  to  select  half 
dollars,  as  they  w  ere  easier  to  count  and  store.  The  Harmonists 
in  their  communal  settlement  at  Economy,  Pennsylvania, 
squirreled  away  vast  reserves  of  half  dollars.  And,  other  hoards 
and  groups  can  be  mentioned.  In  later  times,  after  1836,  half 
dollars  continued  to  be  produced  in  fairly  large  numbers  and 
were  much  more  often  seen  in  circulation  than  silver  dollars. 
The  result  of  all  of  this  is  that  today  it  is  a  realistic  objective,  and 
a  fine  sport,  to  assemble  date  and  mintmark  sets  of  this 
denomination. 

The  present  catalogue  begins  with  a  selection  of  die  varieties 
of  the  1795  year  and  from  that  point  progresses  to  a  notable 
1807  Draped  Bust,  then  some  interesting  Capped  Bust  issues. 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  can  be  termed  memorable  and  no 
doubt  will  excite  even  the  most  veteran  enthusiast  and  special¬ 
ist.  As  an  adjunct  to  the  offering  a  copy  of  the  study,  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars,  by  Randy  Wiley  and 
Bill  Bugert,  will  be  of  interest.  One  cannot  help  but  admire  the 
dedication  of  these  two  particular  authors,  for  in  many  in¬ 
stances  they  actually  counted  the  number  of  vertical  “reeds”  on 
the  edges  of  coins  (something  we  think  would  take  a  great  deal 
of  patience  to  do).  Reading  about  coins  enhances  one’s  appre¬ 
ciation  for  them— this  statement  is  true  of  any  series.  Among 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  will  be  found  many  memorable 
coins,  including  a  number  of  business  strike  rarities.  Such 
terms  as  “Finest  Certified”  and  “Condition  Census”  are  appli¬ 
cable  to  many  entries.  It  may  be  a  long  time  until  an  offering 
of  this  quality  recurs. 

Barber  half  dollars  are  from  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collec¬ 
tion  and  are  notable,  the  offering  standing  as  one  of  the  finest 
to  ever  be  presented  in  the  auction  venue.  David  Lawrence’s 
book,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Half  Dollars,  is  a  good 
adjunct  to  the  present  listing  (the  same  could  be  said  in  other 
context  for  Dave  Lawrence's  studies  of  Barber  dimes  and 
quarters). 


1183  1795  Flowing  Hair.  Overton-102.  Rarity5.  VF-20  (NGC).  An  at¬ 
tractive,  natural  silvery  gray  example  with  a  touch  of  very  pale 
gold.  A  few  trivial  marks  are  noted  along  with  a  small  rim  nick  at 
4:00  on  the  obverse,  otherwise,  the  surfaces  are  very  pleasing. 
Ideal  for  the  date  or  type  collector  interested  in  a  moderately 
valued  example.  Nice  problem-free,  or  nearly  so,  examples  of 
these  18th-century  coins  are  very  hard  to  locate,  as  most  are 
cleaned  or  otherwise  impaired.  Opportunity  is  the  key  word. 


Delightful  1795  Half  Dollar 


1 184  1795  Flowing  Hair.  0-104.  Rarity-4.  EF-45.  A  lovely,  problem- 
free  coin  with  warm  golden  gray  surfaces.  A  hint  of  iridescent 
blue  is  found  in  the  fields.  Well  centered  and  well  struck. 


1185  1795  Flowing  Hair.  0-119.  Rarity-4.  F-15.  Light  silver  gray. 
Scarce  variety  with  die  chip  near  point  of  bust  and  last  star. 


1186  1795  Flowing  Hair.  0-125.  Rarity-5.  VF-20  (ANAC.S).  Slate 
gray  surfaces  with  lighter  high  points,  free  of  unsightly  marks. 
An  attractive  coin  for  the  grade.  A  rare  variety. 

The  collecting  of  1794  half  dollars  (and  silver  dollars)  by  die  varieties  is  an 
interesting  challenge.  Although  this  is  changing,  today  most  certified  coins 
are  not  attributed  as  to  varieties,  thereby  making  it  possible  to  find  scarce 
issues  at  a  “type  coin"  price.  The  engraving  and  die  work  on  these  pieces  is 
highly  individualistic,  presenting  many  interesting  features  when  the  ioiii' 
are  examined  closely. 
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Uncirculated  1807  Draped  Bust  50£ 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1187  1807  Draped  Bust.  0-105.  MS-62  (ANACS).  A  brilliant  and 
lustrous  specimen  with  traces  of  light  golden  toning  in  the  re¬ 
cessed  design  areas.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date  and  type.  One 
of  the  nicer  Mint  State  specimens  we  have  seen  of  the  1807 
date.  For  the  collector  of  American  coins  by  design  types  this 
represents  an  interesting  opportunity.  As  a  class,  Mint  State 
Draped  Bust  half  dollars  of  the  1801-1807  years  are  at  least  100 
times  rarer  than  those  of  the  next  type,  the  1807-1836  Capped 
Bust. 


1188  1808  0-104.  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  grayish  brown  with  irides¬ 
cent  blue  and  pale  orange  highlights.  A  pleasing  example  for 
the  date  or  type  collector.  Intermediate  die  state  with  flowlines 
pulling  the  stars  to  the  border,  however,  without  the  die  cracks 
of  O-l  04a. 


1190  1818/7  0-102.  AU-58  (NGC).  Sharp  details  and  prooflike 
fields  with  light  wear  visible  only  on  the  highest  points,  as  one 
would  anticipate. 

1191  1822  0-101.  AU-58  (NGC).  Grayish  brown  surfaces  with 
lighter  golden  brown  iridescence.  So-called  “1822/1.”  This  is 
the  variety  which  has,  for  many  years,  been  described  as  an 
overdate,  however,  in  recent  years  there  have  been  some  very 
erudite  discussions  as  to  the  actual  status  of  the  piece.  See,  for 
example,  the  discussion  at  Lot  51  of  our  sale  of  the  James 
Bennett  Pryor  Collection  for  details. 

1 192  Pair  of  AU  Capped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆  1829/7  O-lOla.  AU-50 
☆  1832  0-102.  AU-55.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


Lovely  Mint  State  1833  5(K 


1 193  1833  0-107.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  pale  golden  brown 
lustre.  A  few  tiny  abrasions  are  present  although,  overall,  the 
aesthetic  appeal  is  quite  high.  Well  centered  with  full  borders. 
It  exhibits  slightly  soft  details  among  the  higher  hair  curls,  and 
on  portions  of  the  reverse,  especially  so  where  the  deepest  re¬ 
cesses  of  both  obverse  and  reverse  dies  are  aligned. 

1194  Design  type  selection  of  half  dollars,  each  NGC  certified:  ☆ 
1834  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-58  ☆  1857  MS-60  ☆  1877 
AU-58  ☆  1909  AU-58.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1195  1837  AU-50.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  a  nice  coin  for  the  grade. 

Reverse  denomination  as  50  CENTS.  First  year  of  widespread  circulation 
for  the  new  style  with  reduced  diameter  and  reeded  edge. 

1 196  1838  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  sharp  central  de¬ 
signs  and  slight  weakness  around  the  borders. 


1197  1839  Liberty  Seated.  No  Drapery.  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  rose 
and  gold  toning  highlights  on  both  sides.  A  iarity  in  all  high- 
grade  categories. 

NGC  Population:  5;  7  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

The  earliest  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  of  1839  lacked  drapery  at  the  el¬ 
bow  and  closely  followed  the  design  created  by  Christian  Gobrecht  for  the 
illustrious  silver  dollar  of  1836.  Later  issues  were  modified  by  Robert  Ball 
Hughes,  who  added  drapery  and  made  a  few  minor  changes. 


1 189  1812  Normal  Date.  0-103.  MS-63  (PCGS).  I  mstrous  and  satiny 
with  a  hint  of  rose  toning.  Struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies. 
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1198  1839  Liberty  Seated.  No  Drapery.  AU-50.  Lustrous  pale  gold 
and  sky  blue  highlights.  A  lustrous  specimen  from  the  first 
year  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  coinage.  A  tiny  planchet  flaw 
is  seen  above  Liberty’s  head.  A  very  scarce  variety  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  great  demand  for  it. 

In  contrast  to  certain  other  19th-century  issues,  the  advent  of  the  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollar  in  1839  seemingly  sparked  no  public  interest,  and  we  are 
not  aware  of  even  a  tiny  group  of  such  pieces  being  saved  as  novelties. 
Rather,  high-grade  examples  occur  one  at  a  time,  as  you  find  them. 

1199  1839  Liberty  Seated.  No  Drapery.  EF-45.  Pale  gray  surfaces 
with  faint  orange  toning.  Minor  hairlines  are  visible  indicating 
this  coin  has  been  cleaned  at  some  time  in  the  past,  but  this  is 
scarcely  noticeable.  An  important  one-year  type  offering. 


Memorable  1840-0  Half  Dollar 


The  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1202  1840-0  Very  Small  Mintmark.  WB-102,  Breen-4752.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Lustrous  silver  gray  and  gold  surfaces.  This  is  the  fin¬ 
est  example  of  the  date  graded  by  NGC.  Sharply  struck  in  all 
parts  of  the  design.  Called  “Rarity-7+”  in  Mint  State  by  Wiley 
and  Bugert. 

NGC  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

From  our  sale  of  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection,  January  1996, 
Lot  101. 


Gem  Mint  State  1840  Half  Dollar 


Small  Letters 


1200  1840  Small  Letters,  Repunched  Date.  Wiley  Bugert-104,  MS- 

65  (NGC).  Breen-4749.  Lustrous  golden  gray  with  pale  blue 
and  violet  iridescence  present  on  both  sides.  A  rare  variety, 
called  Rarity-6  or  better  in  Mint  State  by  Randall  Wiley  and  Bill 
Bugert,  authors  of  the  fine  book  on  the  subject  (see  earlier  in¬ 
troduction  in  the  half  dollar  series). 

NGC  Population:  4;  1  finer  (MS-66). 

From  our  sale  of  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection,  January  1996, 
Lot  99. 


Elusive  1840  Small  Letters  500 


1201  1840  Small  Letters,  Normal  Date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Inter¬ 
mingled  silver  gray,  lilac,  and  blue  toning  highlights.  Some 
striking  weakness  is  present  on  the  reverse,  not  uncommon  for 
this  date.  Rare. 

NGC.  Population:  11;  5  finer  (MS-66). 


Rare  Gem  1842  Medium  Date  500 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 
The  Pryor  Coin 


1203  1842  Medium  Date,  Crosslet  4.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  light 
silver  gray  surfaces  splashed  with  warm  golden  tones.  Sharply 
struck.  A  vastly  underrated  date  in  gem  grades.  This  specimen 
is  one  of  the  finest  known. 

NGC  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

From  our  sale  of  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection,  January  1996, 
Lot  105. 


Exceptional  1843  Half  Dollar 

Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


1204  1843  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  obverse  center, 
with  dusky  rose  and  pale  blue  highlights  in  all  other  areas.  This 
“common"  date  half  dollar  is  exceedingly  rare  in  gem  grades, 
although  its  status  as  such  is  practically  unheralded.  An  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 
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Elusive  Mint  State  1843  Half  Dollar 


Center  Dot  Variety 


1205 


1843  Center  Dot.  WB-104.  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  golden 
highlights  present  on  reflective  prooflike  surfaces.  Called 
“Rarity-7+”  in  Mint  State  by  Wiley  and  Bugert.  Sharply  struck. 
NGC  Population:  5;  2  finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Important  1844-0  500  Rarity 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

i'l  1206  1844-0  MS-65  (NGC).  I  Aistrous  and  satiny  silver  gray  surfaces 
with  an  even,  light  dusting  of  golden  highlights.  A  pleasure  to 
behold.  Sharply  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing,  and  of  an 
overall  quality  that  is  practically  impossible  to  improve  upon. 

NGC  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

From  our  sale  of  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection,  January  1996, 
Lot  113. 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1844-0  500 


1207  1844-0  MS-64  (NGC).  An  appealing  olive-gold  specimen  with 
a  splash  of  violet  on  the  obverse.  Sharply  struck  in  all  areas  of 
the  design.  Another  high-quality  1844-0,  a  true  rarity  at  this 
grade  level. 

NGC  Population:  3;  3  finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Elusive  1845-0  Half  Dollar 

“No  Drapery”  Variety 


1208  1845-0  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Breen-4778.  Satiny  steel 
gray  surfaces  exhibit  pale  rose  and  gold  iridescence.  Sharply 
struck.  Excessive  polishing  of  the  obverse  die  has  resulted  in 
the  removal  of  all  but  the  tiniest  vestige  of  the  drapery  fold  at 
Liberty’s  elbow,  hence  the  nickname  for  the  variety.  Rare  in 
Mint  State. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1  finer  (MS-65). 

From  our  sale  of  the  James  Bennett  Ptyor  Collection,  January  1996, 
Lot  117. 


Gem  1846  Half  Dollar 


Medium  Date 


1209  1846  Medium  Date.  MS-65  (NGC).  An  even  mix  of  brilliance 
and  golden  highlights  on  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  Rare  at  the 
gem  level.  Sharply  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing. 

NGC  Population:  7;  1  finer  (MS-66). 

The  vertical  and  horizontal  serifs  of  the  4  in  the  date  arc  connected  on  the 
Medium  Date  variety  of  this  year,  while  on  the  Tall  Date  variety  the  serifs  are 
separated.  On  this  particular  specimen,  a  faint  die  crack  joins  nearly  all  the 
obverse  stars  and  the  date.  On  the  reverse,  much  the  same  has  occurred. 
There  are  several  cracks  running  off  the  edge  of  the  coin,  and  the  die  is 
about  to  collapse  above  S  1  A  ot  S  l  A 1 1'  S 
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(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1210  1847  WB-104.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  silver  gray  surfaces  dis¬ 
play  splashes  of  deeper  gray.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date.  A  text¬ 
book  example  of  a  common  date  (nearly  1.2  million  pieces 
struck)  that  becomes  exceedingly  rare  in  high  Mint  State 
grades.  Called  “Rarity-7+”  in  Mint  State  by  Wiley  and  Bugert. 
Several  interesting  reverse  die  cracks,  some  quite  heavy,  are 
noted  in  and  around  the  legend. 

NGC  Population:  2;  1  finer  (MS-66). 


Delightful  Gem  1847  Half  Dollar 


Outstanding  1848  Half  Dollar 


The  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1211  1848  MS-65  (NGC).  Vividly  toned  in  iridescent  rainbow  hues. 
An  important  rarity  at  the  assigned  grade;  it  stands  alone  as 
the  finest  graded  by  NGC.  Struck  from  lightly  rusted  dies 
which  imparted  a  “stippled”  look  to  Miss  Liberty.  It  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  note  that  although  580,000  examples  of  this  date  were 
struck,  gem  specimens  such  as  that  offered  here  could  prob¬ 
ably  be  tallied  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand. 

NGC  Population:  1;  none  finer 


Gem  Mint  State  1852  500  Rarity 

1212  1852  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  light 
golden  surfaces.  A  Philadelphia  Mint  rarity,  one 
of  only  77,130  examples  of  the  date  struck.  Elu¬ 
sive  in  all  grades,  and  very  near  the  pinnacle  of 
rarity  in  MS-65.  Indeed  NGC  has  only  certified 
a  dozen  Mint  State  examples  in  all  grades!  A 
coin  that  compares  favorably  with  Pryor:  142, 
for  instance,  itself  a  beautiful  gem  specimen. 
Faint  diagonal  planchet  striations,  as  struck,  are 
noted  in  the  date  and  shield  area  on  the  ob¬ 
verse 

NGC  Population:  1;  2  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

The  mintage  of  half  dollars  for  this  year  amounted  lo 
just  77,1.80  pieces,  the  smallest  of  the  era.  Even  so,  the  is¬ 
sue  is  rarer  than  indicated,  as  most  were  melted.  At  the 
time  such  pieces  were  worth  more  in  bullion  or  metallic 


value  than  face  value. 


t photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 
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1213  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55.  Sharply  struck  with  full  head 
details.  Frosty  lustre  is  virtually  complete  with  just  a  trace  of 
wear  on  the  higher  points.  Few  minor  marks  are  present.  An 
important  one-year  type  issue. 


Popular  1854  Half  Dollar 

Arrows  at  Date 


1  1214  1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous,  golden  gray 
at  the  centers  with  bright  gold  and  sea  green  at  the  rims.  An 
elusive  and  moderately  rare  date  at  MS-64  and  higher.  Struck 
from  lightly  clashed  dies.  Some  reverse  striking  weakness  is 
noted. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  6  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Uncirculated  1854-0  500 


Branch  Mint  Gem 


c  1215  1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  as  lustrous  and  sat¬ 
iny  as  the  day  it  left  the  New  Orleans  Mint. 

There  are  several  obverse  die  cracks  (some  of  which  are  quite  heavy), 
mostly  near  the  date  and  arrows. 


Lustrous  1855-0  500 


r'1216  1855-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  richly 
toned  at  the  rims.  Highly  lustrous.  The  final  date  of  the  design 
type.  Quite  rare  at  this  grade  level. 


Another  Mint  State  1855-0  500 


1217  1855-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  in  gray  and  blue. 
Highly  lustrous.  Another  opportunity  to  compete  for  a  variety 
and  grade  which  is  seldom  seen  or  offered  for  sale. 


Surprisingly  Rare  1856  Half  Dollar 


Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1218  1856  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  on  the  obverse  with  silver 
gray  and  gold  highlights  on  the  reverse.  Strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre  present  on  both  sides.  “Usually  priced  as  a  common  date 
and  therefore  underrated”  according  to  Wiley  and  Bugert. 
Among  the  finest  known  examples  of  the  date. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Experience! 

Of  the  top  10  world’s  record  coin  auction  prices,  we 
hold  seven!  When  the  world’s  most  valuable  collection 
was  sold  (the  $44.9  million  Eliasberg Collection),  we  sold 
it.  We  also  auctioned  the  second  and  third  most  valuable 
collections,  the  $25  million  Garrett  Collection  of  U.S. 
Coins  owned  by  The  Johns  Hopkins  University  and  the 
$20  million  Norweb  Collection.  Over  a  span  of  many 
years  we  have  sold  more  than  $375  million  worth  of 
coins  for  over  12,000  consignors.  When  it  comes  to 
experience,  we  offer  what  you  are  seeking.  Whether  you 
have  a  group  of  coins  worth  $2,000  (our  minimum  due 
to  bookkeeping  considerations)  or  millions,  you  have 
come  to  the  right  place! 
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Notable  1856-0  Half  Dollar 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1219  1856-0  Doubled  Date.  WB-102,  Breen-4869.  MS-65  (NGC).  A 

lustrous  gem  with  blended  splashes  of  rose,  gold,  and  sky  blue. 
Date  first  punched  on  a  slight  diagonal,  up  to  the  right,  then 
repunched  in  a  more  horizontal  position.  Mintmark  away 
from  stem  and  feather  above. 

NGC  Population:  7;  none  finer. 

In  1856  New  Orleans  was  an  extremely  busy  trading  port  on  several  ac¬ 
counts.  This  Louisiana  city  handled  shipping  traffic  from  Savannah, 
Charleston,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston,  as  well  as  Cuba  and  other 
ports  of  call  in  the  Caribbean  and  along  the  coast  of  South  America.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  extensive  trade  by  steamboat  was  conducted  on  the  Mississippi  and  its 
tributaries.  These  were  heady  times  in  the  economy  of  New  Orleans,  and  a 
constant  supply  of  coins  was  needed  for  circulation.  With  all  the  everyday 
commercial  transactions  that  occurred  in  the  hustle-bustle  world  of  mid 
19th-century  New  Orleans,  it  is  remarkable  that  any  gem  specimens  of  that 
mint's  coinage  exist  today,  especially  in  view  of  there  being  no  numismatic 
interest  in  them  at  the  time. 


Condition  Rarity  1856-0  Half  Dollar 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1220  1856-0  Normal  Date.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  steel  gray  with 
attractive  deep  gold,  rose,  and  blue  iridescence.  A  truly  lovely 
specimen  that  lives  up  to  the  expectations  of  the  grade.  Mint- 
mark  nearly  touches  stem  and  feather  above. 

From  our  sale  of  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection,  January  1996, 
Lot  153. 


Gem  Mint  State  1857  Half  Dollar 


Uncommon  So  Fine 


1221  1857  MS-65  (NGC).  Nearly  full  mint  brilliance  with  a  golden 
glow  on  both  sides.  Struck  from  lightly  rusted  and  lightly 
clashed  dies.  A  common  date  that  acquires  a  high  degree  of 
rarity  in  gem  Uncirculated  grade. 

NCC  Population:  5;  1  finer  (MS-66). 
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Lustrous  Gem  1858  Half  Dollar 


!  1222 


1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  nuance  of  pale 
gold  on  both  sides.  Lustrous. 


Important  1858-0  50£  Rarity 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1223  1858-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mainly  brilliant  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning  and  radiant  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  A  relatively 
common  date  in  most  grades,  but  a  full-fledged  rarity  in  gem 
Mint  State. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


Richly  Toned  1858-0  50£ 


1224  1858-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fiery  orange-gold  highlights  on  lus¬ 
trous  steel  gray  surfaces.  Quite  difficult  to  locate  at  this  grade 
level.  Sharply  struck  in  all  areas  of  the  design  save  for  some 
minor  weakness  at  the  final  three  obverse  stars. 
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Superb  1859  Half  Dollar 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


1225  1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  golden  gray  at  the  centers  blends  to 
concentric  circles  of  rose,  pale  violet,  and  electric  blue.  A 
lovely  coin,  one  that  exhibits  both  outstanding  visual  beauty 
and  high  technical  quality.  Sharply  struck,  with  some  prooflike 
reflectivity  in  the  fields.  Certainly  one  of  the  highest  quality 
examples  known  of  this  date. 

NGC  Population:  4;  none  finer. 


Memorable  1859  Half  Dollar 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


1226  1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  save  for  a  trace  of  pale  violet 
at  the  rims.  Sharply  struck,  and  easily  among  the  finest  known 
of  this  popular  branch  mint  issue.  A  second  splendid  gem 
Mint  State  specimen  of  the  date.  Just  think,  in  this  single  auc¬ 
tion  sale  we  offer  half  of  the  known  population  at  this  grade 
level. 

Again,  our  One  Lot  Only  option,  explained  under  our  Terms  of  Sale, 
gives  you  a  bidding  advantage. 


Brilliant  Gent  1859  Half  Dollar 


1227  1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  sharply  struck. 

The  digit  1  on  this  date  logotype  is  unlike  any  to  this  point,  with  the  upper 
left  serif  or  flag  being  positioned  significantly  down  from  the  top  of  the 
coin,  curving  outward  and  downward. 
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Gorgeous  1859-0  50tf 

Gem  Uncirculated 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1228  1859-0  Recut  1.  WB-104.  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  save  for 
pale  rose  halos  at  the  rims.  Frosty,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck. 
Of  an  overall  quality  that  is  difficult  to  improve  upon. 

NGC  Population:  5;  2  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Rare  1859-S  Half  Dollar 


1229  1859-S  Medium  Mintmark.  WB-102,  Breen-4894.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces.  Sharply  struck.  A  few 
tiny  scratches  on  the  reverse  are  probably  all  that  keep  this 
specimen  from  a  higher  grade.  A  rarity  from  our  westernmost 
mint,  a  date  that  is  seldom  found  in  any  Mint  State  grade. 

NGC  Population:  2;  1  finer  (MS-66). 

It  is  likely  that  most  San  Francisco  Mint  half  dollars  of  this  date,  and  other 
S-Mint  silver  coins  of  the  era,  were  used  in  the  China  trade.  The  merchants 
fit  San  Francisco  petitioned  the  government  to  produce  a  trade  dollar, 
and  to  this  end  some  20,000  1859-S  Liberty  Seated  dollars  were  struck.  This 
did  not  come  close  to  filling  the  demand,  however,  and  those  seeking  to 
trade  with  the  Orient  had  to  buy  Mexican  silver  dollars  (8  reals)  from  bro¬ 
kers  or  use  smaller  denomination  l  niter!  States  silver  coins.  When  Ameri- 
t  an  silver  roins  reached  the  Orient,  they  were  typically  melted  down.  Thus, 
shipping  to  the  Orient  was,  in  effect,  a  passport  to  destruction. 


Gem  Proof  1860  Half  Dollar 


1230  1860  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Faintly  and  evenly  toned  in  pale  rose 
and  gold.  Frosty  devices  and  mirror  fields  create  a  pleasing 
cameo.  From  a  Proof  mintage  of  1,000  coins,  produced  on 
speculation  at  the  Mint;  hundreds  remained  unsold  and  were 
subsequently  melted  or  spent. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  4  finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

1231  1860  Proof-61  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  mirrored  surfaces,  save 
for  a  trace  of  lilac  on  the  rims.  Minor  hairlines  account  for  the 
grade,  otherwise  a  lovely  example. 


1232  1860  MS-64  (NGC).  Richly  toned  in  vibrant  blue,  rose,  and 
gold.  Well  struck.  Far  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof. 

NGC  Population:  3;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


1233  1860-0  Mintmark  touches  branch  above.  WB-104.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Richly  toned  in  vibrant  blue,  rose,  and  gold.  Well 
struck. 


Gem  1860-S  Half  Dollar 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1234  1860-S  Medium  Mintmark.  WB-102,  Breen-4901.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Lustrous  and  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  gold  at  the 
rims.  Sharply  struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies.  Rare  in  Uncircu¬ 
lated  grade,  exceedingly  so  at  the  gem  level.  This  is  the  finest 
example  of  the  date  to  come  our  way  in  some  time,  a  state¬ 
ment  that  says  it  all. 

NGC  Population:  3;  none  finer. 
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Gem  Mint  State  1861  Half  Dollar 


1235  1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  Smoky  silver  gray  at  the  centers,  irides¬ 
cent  rainbow  highlights  at  the  rims.  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces. 
A  common  date  in  an  uncommon  state  of  preservation. 
Needle-sharp  in  all  areas  of  the  design.  This  is  the  last  com¬ 
plete  year  (until  1876)  during  which  the  Treasury  Department 
paid  out  Liberty  Seated  coins  at  par. 

Business  Strike  1863  Half  Dollar 


t  1236  1863  MS-64  (NGC).  A  satiny,  lustrous  gem  with  just  a  hint  of 
golden  toning.  Sharply  struck.  Far  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof. 
NGC  Population:  12;  3  finer  (MS-65  finest) 

Superb  Proof  1865  Half  Dollar 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  she ) 

I  1237  1865  Proof-67  (NGC).  A  hint  of  golden  orange  at  the  centers 
gives  way  to  deepening  shades  of  electric  blue  towards  the 
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rims.  Rare,  one  of  only  500  Proofs  of  the  date  minted.  Perhaps 
as  Fine  as  can  be  found  in  today's  numismatic  marketplace;  su¬ 
perior  to  the  Eliasberg  specimen,  and  a  Proof  not  represented 
in  the  Pryor  Collection.  The  final  year  of  the  No  Motto  type. 
We  expect  this  piece  to  command  much  bidding  attention 
when  it  crosses  the  block. 

NGC  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

Gem  Proof  1865  5(K 


1238  1865  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Golden  gray  with  some  light  violet  and 
blue  iridescence  on  both  sides.  A  deeper  toning  spot  is  noted 
at  the  drapery  and  Liberty’s  elbow  on  the  obverse,  no  doubt 
without  which  PCGS  would  have  given  it  a  higher  grade— shall 
•  we  suggest  Proof-65? 

Curious  1866  Half  Dollar  Variety 

Errant  6  in  Dentils 


1239  1866  With  Motto,  Misplaced  Digit.  WB-102.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Unlisted  in  Breen.  Lustrous  and  satiny  with  pale  golden  high¬ 
lights  on  bright  silver  gray  surfaces.  A  rarity  at  this  level.  Wiley 
and  Bugert  call  the  date  “Rarity-7+”  in  Mint  State.  Add  an  er¬ 
rant  6  in  the  dentils  (below  the  final  6  in  the  date),  and  the  rar¬ 
ity  no  doubt  increases.  Perhaps  the  finest  known  of  the  variety, 
and  certainly  among  the  finest  known  of  the  date. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  4  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

The  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  added  to  the  reverse  of  this  denomi¬ 
nation  in  1866. 


1240  1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  highlights  and  heavy 
cameo  contrast  on  both  sides.  One  of  625  1  roofs  of  the  datt 
coined.  Today,  probably  no  more  than  a  couple  hundred  can 
equal  or  match  the  quality  of  the  piece  offered  here.  For  inclu¬ 
sion  in  a  date  set  or  type  collection  the  present  1867  is  a  real 
“find”  for  the  intending  bidder.  Quite  scarce  at  this  level.  Most 
probably,  not  more  than  a  couple  hundred  equivalent  pieces 
exist  in  all  of  numismatics. 
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Landmark  Gem  1867-S  500 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


1241  1867-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  warm  golden  halos 
at  the  rims.  Among  the  finest  known  examples  of  a  date  that  is 
considered  a  great  rarity  in  Mint  State.  Finer,  for  instance, 
than  Pryor:  197,  itself  a  remarkable  specimen.  A  grand  combi¬ 
nation  of  beauty  and  rarity. 

NGC  Population:  4;  none  finer. 


Condition  Rarity  1868  Half  Dollar 


1242  1868  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  brilliance  with  a  hint  of  rose 
on  the  high  points.  Close  to  prooflike,  with  lustrous  fields  and 
lightly  frosted  motifs.  A  usually  available  date  at  low  business 
strike  levels  as  well  as  in  Proof  format,  but  a  notable  rarity  in 
the  gem  Uncirculated  preservation  offered  here. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  2  finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Desirable  1869  Half  Dollar 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1243  1869  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  at  the  obverse  center, 
with  rich  burgundy  and  violet  iridescence  at  the  rims.  The  re¬ 
verse  is  evenly  toned  in  light  iridescent  gold  and  violet.  A 
sharply  struck  gem,  finer  than  Pryor:201,  a  beautiful  specimen 
in  its  own  right. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 


Lustrous  Gem  1869-S  Half  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1244  1869-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  some  golden  ton¬ 
ing  on  both  sides.  Rare  this  fine.  A  touch  of  striking  weakness 
is  seen  on  both  sides,  not  unusual  for  the  date. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  2  finer  (MS-67  finest). 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1870  Half  Dollar 


I  1245  1870  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  golden  gray  gem 
with  deep  orange-gold  on  the  obverse  and  deep  rose  on  the 
reverse.  Another  date  that  is  a  notable  rarity  in  gem  Mint 
State.  Superior  to  the  Pryor  specimen,  quite  a  distinction  as 
James  Bennett  Pryor  gathered  his  cabinet  over  a  period  of  20 
or  more  years  and  sought  the  very  finest  quality. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Lovely  1870  Half  Dollar 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1246  1870  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  just  a  hint  of  gold 
on  each  side.  Rare  this  nice. 

NGC  Population:  2;  none  finer. 


Gem  1871  Half  Dollar  Variety 

WB-102,  Base  of  1  in  Rock 


1248  1871  Base  of  1  in  Rock  Above  Date.  WB-102.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Unlisted  in  Breen.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  touch  of  gold  at 
the  peripheries.  A  rare  variety,  called  "Rarity-7+”  in  Mint  State 
by  Wiley  and  Bugert. 


Important  Gem  187 1-S  Half  Dollar 


Finest  of  the  Date  Graded  by  NGC 


1249  1871-S  Incomplete  Mintmark.  WB-103,  Breen-4959.  MS-65 

(NGC).  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces  glow  with  warm  golden  high¬ 
lights.  Literally  as  fine  as  the  date  comes.  Top  loop  of  S  mint- 
mark  impressed  very  lightly  in  die. 

NGC  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


Important  Gem  1871  Half  Dollar 


i  1247  1871  MS-65  (NGC).  Deep  shades  of  iridescent  gold  and  reflec¬ 
tive  surfaces  on  both  sides.  A  highly  lustrous  beauty.  Exceed¬ 
ingly  rare  in  Mint  State,  as  most  numismatists  ordered  Proof 
examples  and  completely  ignored  the  business  strikes.  As  is 
specifically  noted  or  implied  several  times  throughout  this  list¬ 
ing,  the  present  auction  is  equivalent  to  a  veritable  field  day 
for  the  connoisseur  desiring  business  strike  rarities. 

NGC  Population:  4;  3  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


1250  1873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3.  Proof-60  (NGC).  Minor  hairlines 
with  some  dull  surface  over  the  obverse,  concealing  minor 
“slide  marks.”  Light  gold  toning  at  the  rims  improves  the  eye 
appeal. 

Desirable  Gem  1873  No  Arrows  50£ 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1251  1873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3,  Errant  8  and  7  in  Dentils.  WB-103. 
MS-65  (NGC).  Unlisted  in  Breen.  Satiny,  lustrous  brilliance  on 
both  sides,  with  just  a  hint  of  light  gold  present.  1  he  top  ot  an 
8  (and  of  a  7  as  well,  a  fact  which  went  unrecorded  by  Wiley 
and  Bugert)  can  be  seen  in  the  dentils  below  the  8  and  /  ot  the 
date.  Virtually  unimprovable  for  quality  and  appearance,  and 
far  rarer  in  Mint  State  than  with  Proof  finish. 

NGC  Population:  3:  none  finer. 

1252  1874  Arrows.  AU-58  (NGC).  Pleasing  aesthetic  appeal  with 
faint  gold  toning  accented  by  deeper  rose  and  blue  around  the 
obverse  periphery.  Some  minor  marks  are  present. 
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Popular  1874-S  Half  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1253  1874-S  Arrows.  Medium-Small  Mintmark.  WB-102,  Breen- 
4983-84.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  just  a 
trace  of  rose  at  the  rims.  Rare  in  Mint  State,  even  rarer  as  a 
gem.  In  fact,  called  “Rarity-7+”  in  Mint  State  by  Wiley  and 
Bugert.  Well  struck  with  strong  design  details  on  both  sides.  A 
fine  opportunity  for  the  advanced  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  2  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Immaculate  Proof  1875  500 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1254  1875  Proof-66  (NGC).  Aesthetically  pleasing,  a  gem  that  is  as 
nit  r  as  one  c  ould  possibly  expect.  Brilliant  central  areas  gradu¬ 
ally  <  hange  to  gold,  lilac ,  and  blue  at  the  borders.  Fight  cameo 
with  fully  defined  design  elements.  A  coin  for  the  ages. 


Economically,  our  nation  was  in  turmoil  at  the  time  this  coin  was  struck, 
and  in  the  words  of  David  Watson  (History  of  American  Coinage,  published 
1899),  the  Act  ofjanuary  14,  1875  “has  caused  more  honest  men  to  honestly 
differ  in  their  opinions  about  what  could  be  done  under  it  than  any  law  of 
recent  years.”  This  Act  provided  for  issuance  of  currency  and  bonds,  with 
payment  in  coin,  and  for  their  redemption  in  1879,  also  in  coin.  The  prob¬ 
lem  with  this  is  that,  in  1875,  gold  coin  was  the  standard,  and  in  1879,  after 
the  passage  of  the  Bland-Allison  Act  of  1878,  silver  coin  was  the  standard. 
With  the  steady  outpouring  of  silver  from  the  Comstock  Lode,  the  value  of 
silver  in  relation  to  gold,  was  substantially  lower  in  1879.  Even  though  the 
bonds  paid  interest,  the  conversion  from  gold  to  silver  created  a  substantial 
loss  in  purchasing  power.  Watson  continued,  explaining  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  elected  to  redeem  these  bonds  in  gold  coin,  to  avoid  a  possible  panic 
among  the  people. 


Elusive  Gem  1875  Half  Dollar 


1255  1875  MS-65  (NGC).  Smoky  silver  gray  surfaces  display  sea 
green  and  blue  iridescence  at  the  rims.  Lustrous.  One  of  the 
so-called  “common  dates”  that  is  anything  but  common  in  gem 
Uncirculated.  In  fact,  we  are  tempted  to  use  the  charming 
term  uncommonly  rare,  which  appeared  now  and  then  in  the 
catalogues  of  the  late  lamented  New  Netherlands  Coin  Co. 

NGC  Population:  5;  2  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Gem  Mint  State  1875-CC  50C 


1256  1875-CC  Medium  Mintmark.  WB-101,  Breen-4995.  MS-65 

(NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  splashes  of  gold  on  satiny,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  A  rarity  at  the  assigned  grade  level.  Perhaps 
only  75  to  100  examples  of  this  popular  date  are  known  in 
Mint  State.  Of  those,  only  a  very  few  can  compete  with  this 
specimen  for  overall  quality. 

NGC  Population:  1;  1  finer  (MS-66). 


Lustrous  Gem  1875-S  500 


1257  1875-S  Very  Small  Mintmark.  WB-101,  Breen-4993.  MS-65 

(NGC).  Lovely  golden  iridescence  w  ith  a  splash  of  violet  at  the 
top  of  the  obverse.  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  and  frost  on  both 
sides.  Sharply  struck.  An  especially  attractive  coin. 
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Gem  Mint  State  1875-S  500 


i  1258  1875-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Another  lovely  gem  specimen  of  the 
date,  this  with  a  plentitude  of  soft  gold  and  rose  around  bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous  centers.  Nicely  struck.  Some  spidery  die  cracks 
seen  on  both  sides. 

Remarkable  1876  Half  Dollar 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1  1259  1876  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem  with  delicate  rose  toning 
on  both  sides.  A  notable  rarity  in  gem  Mint  State  despite  its 
high  mintage  figure  of  more  than  8.4  million  pieces.  Very  few 
gem  business  strikes  exist. 

NGC  Population:  5;  none  finer. 


Appealing  Gem  1876-CC  500 


Richly  Toned  1877  Half  Dollar 


Gem  Mint  State 


1262  1877  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  gold,  rose,  and  sea  green  iridescence 
on  satiny  golden  gray  surfaces. 


1263  1877  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  Nearly  prooflike  with  a 
slight  cameo  contrast.  Nice  for  the  grade. 


Popular  1877-CC  Half  Dollar 


1264  1877-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces.  Well 
struck.  Moderately  rare  at  this  level,  w  ith  gem  examples  of  the 
date  offered  infrequently  at  best. 

NGC  Population:  15;  2  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Gem  Uncirculated  1877-S  500 


U 1260  1876-CC  Large  Mintmark.  WB-103,  Breen-5003.  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Warm  golden  gray  surfaces  display  strong  rainbow'  iri¬ 
descence.  A  branch  mint  rarity  at  the  gem  level. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  1  finer  (MS-66). 

A  circular  obverse  die  break  connects  the  date  numerals  and  most  stars. 


Elusive  1876-S  500 
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1876-S  “Micro”  S  Mintmark.  WB-101,  Breen-5000.  MS-65 
(NGC).  Nearly  full  brilliance  save  for  some  pale  gold  peripheral 
highlights.  Shaqtly  struck,  highly  lustrous.  A  true  gem. 

NGC  Population:  5;  1  finer  (MS-66). 


“Micro”  S  Mintmark  Variety 


1265  1877-S  “Micro”  S  Mintmark.  WB-101,  Breen-5012.  MS-65 
(NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  pale  champagne  overtones. 
Nicely  struck. 
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Satiny  Gem  1878  Half  Dollar 

Condition  Rarity 


1266  1878  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  strong  cartwheel 
lustre.  Another  of  the  so-called  “common”  dates  that  practi¬ 
cally  jumps  off  the  high  end  of  the  rarity  scale  when  found  at 
the  gem  Mint  State  level.  Certainly  among  the  finest  known  of 
an  otherwise  plentiful  date. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  1  finer  (MS-66). 


The  present  sale  is  truly  remarkable,  outstanding,  notable  (you  are  invited 
to  supply  as  many  adjectives  as  you  wish)  with  regard  to  business  strike  rari¬ 
ties.  This  particular  run  of  half  dollars  of  the  low-mintage  years  in  the  lHKOs 
should  attract  wide  attention. 


Prooflike  Gem  1880  Half  Dollar 


1271  1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  “white”  cameo.  Another  pleas¬ 
ing  gem  example  of  the  date. 


1267  1879  Proof-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirrored  surfaces  with  moder¬ 
ate  abrasions.  Faint  golden  peripheral  toning  is  present. 

Prooflike  Gem  1879  Half  Dollar 


1268  1879  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous,  prooflike  example  of 
the  date.  The  first  of  many  low-mintage  half  dollar  dates  of  the 
era.  Very  rare  in  Mint  State.  One  of  just  4,800  business  strikes 
of  the  date  produced. 


Gem  Mint  State  1879  Half  Dollar 


1269  1879  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  prooflike  with  splashes  of 
gold  on  both  sides.  A  pleasing  gem  combining  rarity  and  high 
aesthetic  appeal. 


Brilliant  Gem  1880  Half  Dollar 


Prooflike  Cameo  1881  50c 


1272  1881  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  mostly  brilliant,  prooflike  cameo  with  a 
hint  of  gold  on  each  side.  Far  rarer  in  Mint  State  than  with 
Proof  finish,  as  Proofs  were  saved  by  collectors  while  low-mint¬ 
age  business  strikes  survived  by  mere  chance. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  1  finer  (MS-67). 


Richly  Toned  1881  Half  Dollar 


1273  1881  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  gray  surfaces  display 
lovely  rainbow  iridescence.  Difficult  to  locate  this  fine. 

NGC  Population:  4;  5  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


1274  1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Prooflike  with  a  nuance  of  gold  on  both 
sides. 
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1270  1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  prooflike  gem  with  a  splash  of  gold  on 
the  reverse  Pleasing  cameo  contrast.  Very  rare  at  this  Mint 
State  level. 
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Lovely  Gem  1882  50£ 

Richly  Toned 


1275  1882  MS-66  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  pale  violet,  electric 
blue,  and  golden  orange  on  both  sides.  Gorgeous.  From  a  very 
low-mintage  of  4,400  business  strikes. 

NGC  Population:  3;  3  finer  (MS-68  finest). 


Gem  Prooflike  1882  50tf 


1276  1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  rose  highlights  at  the  rims. 
Strong  cameo  contrast  present. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  4  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Gem  1884  Half  Dollar 


1  277  1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Smoky  steel  gray  surfaces  display  attrac¬ 
tive  rose  iridescence.  One  of  a  mere  4,400  business  strikes  of 
the  year. 

I  *  -  • 

'  278  1885  Proof-63  (NGC).  A  vividly  toned  cameo  from  a  mintage 
of  930  Proofs. 

Accompanying  the  mintage  of  Proofs  was  a  business  strike  production  of 
only  5,200  pieces— making  this  date  a  key  issue  from  the  start. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  after  1879  there  was  no  call  for  half  dollars,  as 
there  had  been  a  glut  of  them  since  1878,  resulting  from  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments  (which  occurred  in  a  large  way  beginning  in  spring  1876) 
and,  more  particularly,  large  amounts  of  hoarded  coins  coming  out  of  hid¬ 
ing.  The  officials  at  the  Mint  decided  to  produce  several  thousand  business 
strikes  of  each  date  during  the  1880s,  so  the  coins  would  not  become  “rare.” 
In  effect,  this  was  a  classic  case  of  biting  the  hand  that  feeds  you,  as  numis¬ 
matists  were  the  source  of  much  private  profit  for  Mint  officials. 


Superb  Proof  1886  Half  Dollar 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1279  1886  Proof-67  (NGC).  Smoky  silver  gray  centers  give  way  to 
intense  shades  of  iridescent  gold,  blue,  and  sea  green.  Among 
the  finest  known  survivors  from  the  Proof  mintage  for  the  date 
of  886  pieces. 

NGC  Population:  5;  none  finer. 

According  to  the  Wiley  Bugert  reference  only  one  pair  of  dies  was  used  to 
strike  Proofs  as  well  as  business  strike  issues. 


Gem  Mint  State  1886  Half  Dollar 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1280  1886  MS-65  (NGC).  Medium  rose  and  pale  gold  highlights  on 
lustrous  prooflike  surfaces.  Strong  cameo  contrast  present.  Of 
a  quality  that  is  difficult  to  duplicate.  High-grade  Mint  State 
examples  are  exceedingly  rare.  One  o(  only  5,000  business 
strikes. 

NGC  Population:  8;  none  finer. 
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Appealing  Gem  1887  Half  Dollar 


1281  1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Reflective  surfaces  more  satiny 
than  prooflike.  Another  great  rarity  in  Mint  State.  One  of  a 
mere  5,000  business  strikes. 


Important  1888  Half  Dollar 


Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1282  1888  MS-66  (NGC).  A  satiny  gem  with  medium  golden  toning 
on  both  sides.  Strong  cartwheel  lustre.  An  excellent  opportu¬ 
nity  to  acquire  this  exceedingly  rare  business  strike. 

NGC  Population:  7;  none  finer. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1889  50£ 


1283  1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  with  pale  violet  at 
the  rims.  Rare  and  attractive. 

NGC  Population:  8;  2  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Gem  1890  Half  Dollar 


1284  1890  MS-66  (NGC).  Prooflike  golden  gray  surfaces  display  an 
electric  blue  crescent  on  each  side.  Some  violet  and  rose  irides- 
cence  adds  to  the  overall  appeal  of  the  coin.  In  the  front  rank 
of  high-quality  business  strikes  known  for  this  date. 

NC(.  Population:  6;  I  finer  (MS-67). 


1285  1891  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  cameo  details.  A  hint  of 
gold  at  the  rims.  One  of  600  Proofs  of  the  date  coined  during 
the  final  year  of  the  design  type. 

Although  1891  proved  to  be  the  last  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  in 
the  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar  series,  no  advance  announcement  was 
made  to  the  public  in  this  regard,  and  the  advent  of  the  new  Barber  Liberty 
Head  coins  in  1892  came  largely  as  a  surprise.  The  Liberty  Seated  motif 
faded  away  without  fanfare. 


Brilliant  Gem  1891  Half  Dollar 


1286  1891  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  fully  lustrous.  Satiny. 
The  final  date  of  the  design  type. 

NGC  Population:  7;  4  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

After  more  than  a  decade  of  modest  mintage  figures  in  the  half  dollar  de¬ 
nomination  (1879-1890),  the  final  year  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  produc¬ 
tion  (1891)  saw  a  large  increase  in  mintage.  Exactly  200,000  business  strikes 
of  the  date  were  coined,  a  figure  that  is  more  than  16  times  that  of  the  high¬ 
est  mintage  figure  for  any  half  dollar  of  the  previous  decade. 


Barber  half  dollars 

The  following  offering  of  Barber  half  dollars  highlights  many 
splendid  pieces  from  the  remarkable  cabinet  of  Charles  S. 
Mamiye,  discussed  at  length  in  the  introduction  to  the  present 
catalogue.  Truly  this  is  one  of  the  finest  offerings  of  our  time. 


1287  1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  From  the  first  year  of  Barber  half  dollar 
coinage,  and  one  of  21  dates  in  the  series  (1892-1915)  with  a 
mintage  of  less  than  one  million  pieces.  Well  struck  and  fully 
lustrous. 

As  noted  earlier  in  the  present  catalogue,  in  1892  the  advent  of  the  new 
silver  designs  by  Charles  Barber  attracted  little  attention  from  the  public, 
and  relatively  few  pieces  were  saved  as  novelties.  Instead,  populat  attention 
was  focused  upon  the  forthcoming  commemoratives  to  be  issued  lot  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition  (scheduled  to  be  open  in  1892,  but  not  open 
to  the  public  until  a  year  later  in  189.4). 

From  the  Charles  .S’.  Mamiye  Collection. 
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1288  1892  MS-64  (ANACS).  Frosty  golden  gray.  From  the  first  year 
of  the  design  type,  and  one  of  21  dates  in  the  series  (1892- 
1915)  with  a  mintage  figure  that  falls  below  the  one  million 
coin  mark  (934,000  business  strikes). 


1289  1892  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  pale  rose  toning  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Choice  for  the  grade. 


1290  1892  MS-60.  Warm  honey  gold  toning  with  soft  rose  high¬ 
lights.  A  nice  example  for  the  grade.  As  can  be  seen  from  this 
inaugural  offering  of  1892  half  dollars,  the  present  sale  has 

I  many  delights  in  store  for  the  Barber  half  dollar  specialist- 

many  different  dates,  mintmarks,  and  grade  possibilities. 


Landmark  1892-0  Half  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Certified 


B!  1291  1892-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces  exhibit  irides¬ 
cent  gold,  rose,  violet,  and  pale  blue  highlights.  Well  struck  for 
the  date  with  just  a  touch  of  weakness  in  the  eagle’s  talons  and 
feathers  on  the  reverse.  A  low-mintage  date  with  only  390,000 
struck.  Scarce  in  Mint  State,  and  a  definite  condition  rarity  at 
the  gem  level;  very  few  Barber  half  dollars  of  this  date  even 
come  close  to  the  quality  presented  here. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1  finer  (MS-67). 

,41  though  the  1892-0  has  a  sharply  reduced  mintage  as  noted,  a  number 
of  pieces  have  survived  in  Mint  State.  We  cannot  trace  these  to  any  particu¬ 
lar  hoard,  and  no  such  group  may  have  survived.  Rather,  as  known  Mint 
State  coins  are  spread  across  a  range  of  numerical  grades,  we  imagine  they 
were  saved  one  at  a  time— somewhat  as  novelties,  but,  as  noted  earlier,  such 
sentiment  was  not  widespread. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  1892-0  has  a  basic  rarity  by  virtue  of  the  low 
mintage,  and  that  worn  pieces  are  elusive  and  highly  desirable.  Indeed,  the 
current  issue  of  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  prices  a  G-4  piece,  or  a 
piece  worn  nearly  smooth,  at  $100.  This  relative  rarely  extends  up  the  grad¬ 
ing  scale.  As  such,  the  1892-0  is  especially  desirable  as  there  is  a  demand  for 
it  at  all  grade  levels  (rather  than  in  just  high  Mint  Stale  preservation). 


tually  always  seen  (taken  for  granted,  implicit  as  PCGS  and 
other  certification  services  do  not  mention  this). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1293  1892-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of  gold  on  both 
sides.  Finer  than  typically  seen  for  the  grade. 

Although  the  1892-S  with  its  mintage  of  1,029,028,  handily  outdistances 
the  1892-0  in  the  availability-as-related-to-mintage  sweepstakes,  reality 
seems  to  be  different,  and  worn  pieces  are  quite  a  bit  scarcer  than  the  mint¬ 
age  would  indicate.  Similar  to  the  1892-0,  the  1892-S  has  a  good  basic  rarity 
or  foundational  value  that  goes  all  the  way  up  the  grading  ladder.  In  the 
Mint  State  category,  as  offered  here,  the  issue  is  especially  desirable. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1294  1893  MS-62  (PCGS).  Well  struck.  Lustrous  silver  gray  surfaces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1295  1893-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  lustrous  at  the  cen¬ 
ters,  rich  violet  and  blue  at  the  rims.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date. 
Not  a  rarity,  but  certainly  scarce  in  this  preservation.  The  re¬ 
appreciation  of  the  Barber  series  in  the  current  market,  and 
possibly  the  coming  market  as  well,  will  no  doubt  play  favor¬ 
ably  upon  the  price  structure  of  issues  such  as  this.  Right  now 
they  are  taken  somewhat  for  granted,  but  all  that  is  needed  is 
for  two  or  three  dozen  people  to  all  of  a  sudden  want  to  ac¬ 
quire  them,  and  it  will  be  quickly  found  that  very  few  are 
around. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1296  1893-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  scarce  and  popular  branch  mint  issue. 
Choice  for  the  grade.  Lustrous  and  sharply  struck.  Prooflike 
fields,  particularly  on  the  reverse,  where  a  fairly  deep  mirror 
surface  surrounds  lightly  frosted  devices.  A  hint  of  gold  at  the 
rims. 

NGC  Population:  9;  5  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1297  1893-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  light  rose  surfaces  exhibit  a 
prooflike  appearance.  Well  struck. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1292  1892-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray,  some  deeper 
highlights  at  the  rims.  Some  light  striking  at  the  reverse  as  vir- 
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1299  1894-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Struck  from  clashed  dies.  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous  with  exceptional  eye  appeal.  Some  lightness 
on  the  reverse  is  typical  of  Barber  half  dollars,  and  especially 
of  those  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  (see  note).  This  strik¬ 
ing  is  implied  in  the  certification  by  various  grading  services, 
none  of  whom  mention  this  or  any  other  great  peculiarities  of 
different  issues  (leaving  it  up  to  prospective  buyers  to  find  out 
such  things  elsewhere  on  their  own). 

At  the  New  Orleans  Mint,  more  than  any  other  mint  in  operation  in  the 
1890s,  there  was  relatively  little  attention  to  producing  coins  that  were 
sharply  struck.  To  produce  sharply  struck  coins,  it  is  necessary  that  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  die  be  as  close  together  as  possible,  so  that  metal  in  the 
planchet  will  be  squeezed  or  forced  into  all  of  the  die  recesses  and  produce 
sharp  images.  However,  such  “tight”  adjustment  has  other  problems,  as  the 
dies  tended  to  wear  more  quickly,  and  breakage  and  collar  problems  oc¬ 
curred.  It  was  far  simpler  to  space  the  dies  a  little  bit  too  far  apart  so  as  to 
eliminate  these  problems.  However,  the  coins  produced  tended  to  have 
some  weaknesses  in  the  deeper  recesses  of  the  die,  or  in  areas  of  the  dies  in 
which  there  were  recesses  opposite  on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  As  special¬ 
ists  know  well,  the  lightness  of  striking  is  endemic  to  New  Orleans  silver  dol¬ 
lars  of  this  period,  with  the  189TO  Morgan  dollar  taking  top  (or  bottom,  if 
you  prefer)  honors,  Wayne  Miller  once  stated  that  the  typical  1891-0  was  as 
flat  as  the  proverbial  pancake.  Relative  to  the  present  offering,  the  typical 
New  Orleans  Mint  half  dollar  of  the  era  is  apt  to  show  some  lightness  in  the 
top  features  of  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  and  the  leg  at  the  lower  right  of  the 
shield  on  the  reverse.  As  this  was  standard  operating  procedure,  it  can  be  a 
fool's  errand  to  try  to  find  sharply  struck  pieces,  as  for  some  issues  they  may 
not  exist.  Anyway,  we  felt  that  catalogue  holders  might  want  to  read  our 
comments  on  the  subject.  Similar  comments  could  be  made  concerning 
various  other  American  issues,  including  Denver  and  San  Francisco  mint 
Buffalo  nickels  of  the  1920s,  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  of  just  about  all 
branch  mints,  etc. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

Scarce  1894-S  Barber  50£ 


1302  1894-S  MS-63.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  have  a  tex¬ 
ture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  prooflike.  Delicately 
toned  in  pink  and  gold  with  lilac  predominating. 

Again  we  suggest  that  prospective  bidders  take  advantage  of  our  One  Lot 
Only  option  described  under  our  Terms  of  Sale.  In  the  present  instance  you 
can  bid  on  multiple  examples  of  the  1894-S,  or  include  other  pieces  of  re¬ 
lated  value  in  the  same  grouping,  and  be  assured  of  winning  no  more  than  a 
single  piece.  This  will  increase  your  chances  of  success. 


1303  1895  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck.  Richly  toned  in  blue,  rose, 
and  gold.  Lustrous.  In  this  grade  the  1895  is  considerably 
more  elusive  than  an  equivalent  Proof. 


1304  1895  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  from  the  early  years 
of  the  series.  Sharply  struck.  Lustrous  with  just  a  hint  of  gold. 

1305  1895  MS-62  (ANACS).  Light  golden  lustre. 


1298  1894  MS-63  (NGC).  Well  struck.  Lustrous  iridescent  rose  and  gold. 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1300  1894-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  Uncirculated  condition  de¬ 
spite  ,i  generous  mintage  of  nearly  4.1  million  pieces.  Sharply 
strut  k  and  highly  lustrous  with  a  hint  of  gold  on  both  sides. 

K  bS  Population:  H;  4  finer  (MVf>7  finest). 
f  rom  the  Charles  S  Mamiye  Collection. 


1306  1895-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  splash  of  gold  on  each 
side.  Average  reverse  strike. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1301  1894-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  well-struck  specimen  of  a 
popular  branch  mint  issue.  A  hint  of  gold  and  rose  on  each  side. 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1895-S  Half  Dollar 


The  Pryor  Specimen 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1307  1895-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Elusive  in  all  Mint  State  grades,  and  a 
prized  rarity  in  gem  Uncirculated.  Sharply  struck.  Satiny,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces  display  a  hint  of  gold  at  the  rims. 

NGC  Population:  3;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Most  of  the  1.1  million  1895-S-dated  half  dollars  that  were  coined  prob¬ 
ably  saw  immediate  release  into  the  channels  of  local  San  Francisco  Bay  area 
commerce,  as  very  few  Uncirculated  specimens  of  the  date  are  known  to 
today’s  collectors. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection;  earlier  from  our  sale  of  the 
Pryor  Collection,  January  1996,  Lot  264,  acquired  from  Joel  Rettew, 
February  19,  1976.  This  magnificent  cabinet  will  forever  remain 
prominent  in  the  annals  of  numismatic  literature  relating  to  half  dol¬ 
lars. 


Lovely  1895-S  Half  Dollar 


1308  1895-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem,  and  about  as  sharply 
struck  as  one  could  find  for  a  Barber  half  dollar  of  any  date. 
Scarce  this  nice. 

PCGS  Population:  1 1;  3  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  .S’.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1309  1895-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Scarce.  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  light 
golden  highlights  at  the  rims.  Lustrous. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1310  1896  MS-63  (NGC).  Well  struck.  Frosty  silver  gray  at  the  cen¬ 
ters,  gold  and  violet  iridescence  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1896-0  Half  Dollar 


1311  1896-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well  struck  for  the  date,  perhaps  on  die 
order  of  90%  or  better  for  design  details,  sharper  than  Pryor:267 
for  instance.  Lustrous,  satiny  steel  gray  surfaces  exhibit  splashes 
of  sky  blue  iridescence.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  nicer  example  of 
the  date  from  an  aesthetic  or  technical  viewpoint. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  2  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

The  1896-0  together  with  the  related  1896-S,  1897-0,  and  1897-S  consti¬ 
tute  four  key  issues  in  the  Barber  half  dollar  series  of  the  late  1890s.  All  have 
excellent  basic  value  in  that  they  are  elusive  even  in  worn  grades.  In  Mint 
State,  each  can  be  deemed  a  rarity. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

Important  1896-S  Half  Dollar 


Gem  Uncirculated 
The  Pryor  Specimen 


1312  1896-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  important  branch  mint  rarity  in 
gem  Uncirculated.  Sharply  struck  in  all  design  aieas.  Highly 
lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces.  A  magnificent  opportunity  to 
acquire  one  of  the  foremost  prizes  in  the  entire  Barber  hall 
dollar  series.  Only  a  few  equivalent  pieces  exist.  No  doubt  a 
former  owner,  James  Bennett  Pryor,  selected  this  as  the  finest 
overall  quality  he  could  find  in  over  20  years  of  connoisseur- 
ship.  Then  it  went  into  the  cabinet  of  another  connoisseur, 
Charles  S.  Mamiye,  and,  hopefully,  the  trend  will  continue 
with  the  successful  bidder. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  6  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection;  earlier  from  our  sale  of  the 
Pryor  Collection,  January  1996,  Lot  268;  acquired  from  Lany  Whit 
low,  November  13,  196 5. 
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1313  1896-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Frosty,  lustrous,  and  a  strong  strike  as 
well.  Pale  golden  highlights.  A  truly  notable  coin,  one  that  is 
not  in  MS-64,  MS-65,  or  some  other  high  grade,  but  which  can 
fully  hold  its  own  at  the  MS-62  level— and  which  will  be  just 
right  for  a  quality  cabinet. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1318  1898  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharp,  satiny  gem  from  the  Philadelphia 
Mint.  Lustrous. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1319  1898  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  lustre. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1314  1897  Proof-63.  Deep,  vibrant  iridescent  rainbow  obverse  ton¬ 
ing,  not  quite  so  deep  on  the  reverse.  One  of  731  Proofs  of  the 
date  struck. 


1315  1897  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharp  and  frosty,  a  satiny  gem.  Light 
golden  highlights  on  both  sides. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1316  1897  MS-62  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck.  Lustrous  silver  centers, 
rose  and  gold  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Uncirculated  1897-S  500  Rarity 

The  Pryor  Specimen 


1317  1897-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Prooflike  in  appearance,  with  mirrored 
fields  and  lightly  frosted  devices.  Well  struck  and  beautifully 
preserved.  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  and  a  hint  of  golden  toning. 
A  marvelous  coin,  a  rarity,  an  American  classic— with  the  quint¬ 
essential  appeal  of  being  from  the  remarkable  cabinet  of  half 
dollars  formed  over  a  long  period  of  years  by  James  Bennett 
Pryor. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  12  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection;  earlier  from  our  sale  of  the 
Pryor  Collection,  fanuary  1996,  Lot  271;  acquired  from  Mr. 
Zearing,  March  14,  1966. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1898-0  500 


1320  1898-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  rose  surfaces.  An  elusive 
New  Orleans  issue  in  Mint  State.  Well  struck  for  the  date,  a 
feature  worth  noting— perhaps  worthy  even  of  an  extra  sen¬ 
tence  or  two  of  commentary.  Certainly,  one  can  look  far  and 
wide  among  1892-0  half  dollars  as  they  occur,  and  not  find  an 
equal  of  this  piece. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Desirable  1898-S  Half  Dollar 


Gem  Uncirculated 
The  Pryor  Specimen 


1321  1898-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rarely  encountered  this  nice.  Sharply 
struck  with  strong  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  A  lovely  com¬ 
bination  of  high  quality  and  strong  eye  appeal.  No  doubt  the 
next  owner  of  this  coin  will  gaze  upon  it  with  fondness  for 
many  years,  as,  indeed,  James  Bennett  Pry  or  did  when  it  was 
part  of  his  remarkable  cabinet,  and  as  Charles  S.  Mamiye  also 
did. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection;  earlier  from  our  sale  of  the 
Pryor  Collection,  January  1996,  Lot  274;  acquired  from  Abner 
Kreisberg  March  26,  1966. 
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Scarce  1898-S  Half  Dollar 

Gem  Uncirculated 


1322  1898-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  scarce  San  Francisco  issue  at  the  gem 
level.  Better  than  average  strike  and  strong  lustre.  Pale  gold  and 
rose  highlights.  Another  notable  and  quite  worthwhile  example 
of  an  issue  which  is  not  a  rarity  in  lower  grades,  but  which  at  the 
MS-64  level  is  exceedingly  elusive.  Worthy  of  a  strong  bid! 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1323  1898-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Scarce.  Well  struck,  highly  lustrous. 
Pale  rose  highlights.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

There  is  a  curious  thing  about  Barber  half  dollars,  and  that  is  nice-appearing 
pieces  at  the  MS-60,  MS-61,  and  MS-62  level  are  not  easy  to  find.  Technical 
grade  is  one  thing,  and  quality  is  another.  While  we  have  no  illusions  that  the 
present  MS-61  will  take  its  place  in  a  cabinet  in  which  the  other  pieces  are  MS- 
63  or  finer,  still  at  the  MS-61  level  it  is  a  decent  specimen.  The  market  virtually 
overlooks  this  grade,  with  the  result  that  a  buyer  can  slip  in  and  take  away  a 
numismatically  desirable  example  for  a  relatively  low  price. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1324  1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lustrous,  well  struck. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1325  Barber  half  dollars:  ☆  1899  EF-40  ☆  1900-S  EF-45.  Deeply 
toned  ☆  1903-S  EF-45  ☆  1906-D  AU-50  ☆  1907  EF-40  ☆  1907- 
O  EF-40.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

Gem  Uncirculated  1899-0  50£ 


1326  1899-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Scarce.  Some  central  weakness  on  both 
sides,  typical  for  the  date.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous.  Sharp¬ 
ness  of  strike  and  grade  both  slightly  finer  than  Pryor:277,  a 


truly  remarkable  statement.  The  connoisseur  will  want  to  bid 
very  liberally  for  this  coin! 

NGC  Population:  12;  5  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Sharply  Struck  1899-S  Half  Dollar 


1327  1899-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  San  Francisco  Mint  rarity  at  the  gem 
level.  Sharply  struck  with  only  a  hint  of  weakness  in  the  eagle’s 
claw  holding  the  arrows  on  the  reverse.  Strong,  blazing  lustre 
on  iridescent  gold  and  blue  surfaces. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  5  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Over  the  years  there  have  been  very  few  high-quality  auction  presenta- 
•  tions  of  Barber  half  dollars  by  any  auction  firm  in  any  collecting  era.  Indeed, 
true  quality  listings  could  probably  be  enumerated  on  the  fingers  of  both 
hands.  The  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection  is  one  such  listing.  Alert  bidders 
would  do  well  to  study  the  present  catalogue  carefully  and  to  compete  as  lib¬ 
erally  as  possible  for  any  items  of  interest,  secure  in  the  knowledge  that  few 
equivalent  pieces  will  be  offered  anytime  soon. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1899-S  Half  Dollar  Rarity 

The  Pryor  Specimen 
A  Mamiye  Collection  Highlight 
An  American  Classic 


1328  1899-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  for  the  date;  all  but  the  up¬ 
per  (viewer’s)  right  portion  of  the  shield  is  bold.  Strong  cartwheel 
lustre  present.  Rich  silver  gray  highlights  on  satiny  surfaces. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  9  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection;  earlier  from  our  sale  of  the 
Pryor  Collection,  January  1996,  Lot  278;  acquired  from  Harold 
April,  December  30,  1965. 


1329  1899-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Scarce.  Sharply  struck.  Brilliant  and  lus 
trous. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


IQWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Boys  Town  and  Mamiye  Collections 


1330  1900  Proof-63  (NGC).  Richly  toned.  One  of  912  Proofs  struck. 
Proof  Barber  half  dollars  of  this  era  offer  a  tremendous  value 
in  such  grades  as  Proof-63  and  Proof-64,  in  our  opinion.  Mar¬ 
ket  emphasis  seems  to  be  on  Proof-65  or  higher,  without  gen¬ 
eral  recognition  that  lower  grade  pieces  can  be  every  bit  as  at¬ 
tractive. 

1331  1900  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous  with  light  gold  high¬ 
lights. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

Choice  Uncirculated  1900-0  500 

The  Pryor  Specimen 


1332  1900-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Scarce  to  rare  in  Uncirculated  grade. 
Better  struck  than  typically  seen  for  the  date.  Satiny,  lustrous 
surfaces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection;  earlier  from  our  sale  of  the 
Pryor  Collection,  January  1996,  Lot  280;  acquired  from  Numismatic 
Enterprises,  February  25,  1966. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1900-S  Half  Dollar 


1333  1900-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Rare  this  nice.  Sharply  struck.  Obverse 
die  crack  from  final  star,  across  Liberty’s  bust  and  hair  rib¬ 
bons,  then  through  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  stars.  Lustrous 
golden  gray  with  attractive  gold,  blue,  and  violet  iridescence  at 
the  rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1334  1900-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  for  the  date.  Brilliant 
and  lustrous. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1335  1901  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharp,  frosty,  and  lustrous.  The  first  half 
dollar  coinage  of  the  present  century. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Elusive  1901-0  Half  Dollar 


1336  1901-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rare  in  Uncirculated.  A  fairly  nice 
strike  for  the  date,  perhaps  slightly  stronger  than  Pryor:283, 
and  graded  higher  than  that  specimen  as  well.  Lustrous  pale 
golden  surfaces.  It  virtually  goes  without  saying— but  we  will 
say  it  anyway— that  here,  indeed,  is  a  exceedingly  important 
opportunity  for  the  connoisseur.  The  morning  after  the  sale, 
twice  the  price  realized  would  probably  not  secure  a  duplicate. 
For  such  a  coin,  opportunity  is  more  important  than  price 
paid.  The  price  paid  will  take  care  of  itself  in  due  course,  but 
the  opportunity  may  not  recur  for  a  long  time. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  4  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Gem  Uncirculated  190 1-S  500  Rarity 

The  Pryor  Specimen 
An  American  Classic 


1337  190 1-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well  struck  for  the  date,  with  nearly 
complete  design  sharpness  in  all  areas.  Frosty  and  lustrous 
with  pale  golden  highlights.  Here  offered,  front  row  center,  is 
one  of  the  most  famous  pedigreed  specimens  of  one  of  the 
most  famous  rarities  in  the  Barber  half  dollar  series:  the  James 
Bennett  Pryor  example  of  the  190 1-S.  This  particular  date  and 
mintmark  combines  a  low  mintage  figure  (847,044)  with  what 
seems  to  have  been  numismatic  inattention  at  the  time;  very 
few  pieces  were  saved  by  collectors.  The  result  is  that  at  the 
MS-64  level,  or  finer,  the  190 1-S  emerges  as  one  of  the  most 
important  20th-century  American  silver  rarities.  As  a  point  of 
comparison,  it  is  probably  several  dozen  times  rarer  than  a 
192 1-S  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  in  the  same  grade.  Of 
course,  we  love  192 1-S  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars,  and  they 
are,  indeed,  rarities  in  their  own  series.  We  are  simply  empha¬ 
sizing  that  the  rarity  of  the  190 1-S  is  largely  overlooked. 

For  the  connoisseur  and  specialist  here  is  one  of  the  most 
important  opportunities  in  the  present  catalogue;  not  the 
most  expensive  opportunity  or  the  most  expensive  coin,  but, 
to  reiterate,  one  of  the  most  important. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  3  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection;  earlier  from  our  sale  of  the 
Pryor  Collection,  January  1996,  Lot  284;  acquired  from  Harold 
April,  December  30,  1965.  We  have  relatively  little  information  in 
our  “biographical  file ”  concerning  the  coin  dealership  activities  of 
Harold  April.  If  any  reader  would  wish  to  enlighten  us  further,  we 
would  be  grateful.  We  keep  an  ever-growing  file  of  such  things,  as  we 
often  find  coin  people  to  be  as  interesting  as  the  coins  themseh'es! 
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Rare  190 1-S  Barber  Half  Dollar 

Choice  Uncirculated 


Another  Mint  State  190 1-S  Half  Dollar! 


1338  190 1-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rare.  A  well  struck  example;  brilliant, 
frosty,  and  lustrous.  Let  us  ask  you:  how  many  times  have  you 
seen  two  choice  190 1-S  half  dollars  in  a  single  auction  sale? 
The  answer  has  to  be  not  at  all,  or  just  one  or  two  times. 

If  you  are  building  a  choice  set  of  Barber  half  dollars  and  do 
not  have  the  190 1-S,  we  strongly  recommend  that  you  com¬ 
pete  for  this  piece.  Or,  if  you  contemplate  starting  a  set  (al¬ 
though  we  normally  don’t  recommend  buying  the  rarities  first, 
but  suggest  that  you  become  acquainted  with  the  series  by  ac¬ 
quiring  the  common  issues),  we  will  make  an  exception  in  the 
present  case.  The  market  value  of  a  190 1-S  half  dollar  in  MS-63 
grade  is  just  in  the  range  of  several  thousand  dollars— a  true 
bargain,  in  our  mind.  We  have  seen  and  done  many  things, 
and  we  know  full  well  that  often  a  year  or  two  or  three  can  pass 
without  our  having  an  MS-63  190 1-S  half  dollar  in  our  inven¬ 
tory.  In  popular  parlance:  go  for  it! 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1339  190 1-S  AU-53.  Lustrous  with  pale  golden  tones.  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  of  the  highly  prized  1901-S  at  a  grade  level  that  is 
high  enough  to  go  into  a  quality  set,  but  low  enough  that  most 
advanced  specialists  can  afford  a  liberal  bid.  Nicely  struck. 


Gem  Proof  1902  Barber  50£ 


I  1340  1902  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  deeply  toned  gem.  Rich  charcoal 
gray,  electric  blue,  rose,  and  fiery  orange-gold  iridescence 
present  on  both  sides.  Proof  mintage:  777  pieces.  Certainly, 
this  is  one  of  the  very  finest  survivors. 

11341  1902  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous;  nice  for  the  grade. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Elusive  1902-0  Half  Dollar 


The  Pryor  Specimen 


1342  1902-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous.  Scarce.  Some 
striking  weakness  on  both  sides,  typical  of  the  date  and  mint. 
In  its  context,  this  1902-0  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  seen. 
James  Bennett  Pryor  formed  his  collection  over  a  period  of 
more  than  two  decades,  carefully  selecting  for  quality  and  up¬ 
grading  wherever  possible,  and  this  was  his  coin— enough  said. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection;  earlier  from  our  sale  of  the 
Pryor  Collection,  January  1996,  Lot  286;  acquired  from  Paramount 
International  Coin  Corporation,  June  9,  1966. 


1343  1902-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Typical  strike  for  date,  weak  on  both 
.  sides,  0  in  date  very  weak.  Lustrous  silver  gray  and  rose  sur¬ 
faces.  Another  opportunity  to  compete  for  a  relatively  high- 
grade  example  of  a  scarce  issue. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1902-S  5(K 


Among  the  Finest  Seen  by  Us 


1344  1902-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  satiny  gem,  rare  this  nice.  Sharply 
struck,  details  nearly  full  on  both  sides.  Pale  to  medium  gold 
on  the  obverse,  richer  toning  on  the  reverse.  Lustrous. 

NGC  Population:  4;  5  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1345  1903  MS-61  (ANACS).  Lustrous.  Pale  to  medium  gold  and 
blue  highlights  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Reasonable  Rates! 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  can  make  auctioning 
your  coins  or  collection  a  pleasurable  and  problem-free 
experience.  For  one  low  commission  to  you,  the  seller, 
plus  a  fee  charged  to  the  buyer,  we  handle  EVERY- 
THING— from  complete  insurance  from  the  moment  we 
acquire  your  coins,  to  cataloguing,  to  photography 
(important  pieces  in  full  color),  to  advertising  and  pub¬ 
licity— in  other  words,  all  you  have  to  do  is  Figure  out 
what  to  do  with  our  generous  check! 
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Uncirculated  1903-0  50£  Rarity 


1346  1903-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  rarity  in  Uncirculated  grade  despite  a 
generous  mintage  of  2.1  million  pieces;  very  few  examples  of 
the  date  were  kept  back  from  circulation  in  the  year  of  issue. 
Richly  toned  in  iridescent  rose,  gold,  and  blue,  with  strong 
cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides. 

The  striking  of  this  issue  is  quite  good,  not  needle-sharp,  but 
with  fully  90%  or  more  of  the  details  bold.  We  imagine  that  if 
you  wTere  to  examine  a  dozen  specimens  of  the  1903-0,  this 
would  be  the  most  sharply  struck  in  the  group.  As  such,  here’s 
another  truly  remarkable  opportunity. 

NGC  Population:  6;  4  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Lustrous  1903-S  Half  Dollar 


1347  1903-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  satiny,  brilliant.  A  scarce  is¬ 
sue.  Some  reverse  weakness,  but  still  above  average  for  the 
strike. 

There  is  some  typical  lightness  of  strike  on  the  reverse,  as 
normal  for  the  date  (and  rarely  mentioned  elsewhere).  A  high- 
quality  example  of  a  1903-S,  one  of  the  nicest  you  will  encoun¬ 
ter  anywhere. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1904-0  50£  Rarity 

The  Pryor  Specimen 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1349  1904-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  great  rarity  at  the  assigned  grade.  A 
strong  strike  for  the  date,  nearly  complete  in  all  design  areas. 
Highly  lustrous  and  fully  brilliant,  with  warm  pale  golden  high¬ 
lights  on  both  sides.  A  gem,  both  technically  and  aesthetically. 

The  1904-0  in  this  grade  is  one  of  the  foremost  key  issues  in 
the  Barber  half  dollar  series.  Only  a  few  were  saved  at  the  time 
of  issue,  and  thus  the  survival  of  a  Mint  State  specimen  became 
largely  a  matter  of  chance.  We  doubt  if  more  than  a  dozen 
coins  in  all  of  numismatics  are  on  a  par  with  the  presently  of¬ 
fered  piece.  Just  viewing  this  coin  and  writing  about  it  for  pre¬ 
sentation  in  our  sale  is  exciting.  Imagine  how  exciting  it  will  be 
to  own  it!  Here  is  a  coin  you’ll  enjoy  for  many  years  to  come. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  2  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection;  earlier  from  our  sale  of  the 
Pryor  Collection,  January  1996,  Lot  292;  acquired  from  Mr. 
Zearing,  January  17,  1966. 


1348  1904  MS-63  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  and  richly  toned,  mainly 
gold  and  blue.  In  this  grade  quite  scarce,  in  fact  more  elusive 
than  an  equivalent  Proof. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 
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1351  1905  Proof-62.  Appealing  golden  brown  surfaces.  Most  design 
features  show  bold  definition.  The  1905  has  a  low  related  busi¬ 
ness  strike  mintage,  thus  placing  additional  pressure  on  the 
few  remaining  Proofs. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1350  1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nearly  fully  struck,  which  adds  consid¬ 
erably  to  the  coin’s  overall  appeal.  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces 
exhibit  warm  pale  golden  highlights. 

When  it  comes  to  rarity,  the  1904-S  takes  a  back  seat  to  no 
other  issue  in  the  entire  Barber  half  dollar  series.  This  remark¬ 
able  statement  includes  such  contenders  as  the  1896-0,  1896- 
S,  1897-0,  1897-S,  1901-0,  1901-S,  1904-0,  and  others.  A  low 
mintage  combined  with  relatively  little  numismatic  interest  in 
Barber  half  dollars  at  the  time  resulted  in  only  a  handful  of 
pieces  being  set  aside  during  the  year  of  issue.  Decades  later, 
beginning  in  the  1930s,  when  Barber  half  dollars  began  to  be 
collected  widely  by  date  and  mintmark,  it  was  found  that  very 
few  Mint  State  coins  were  around  at  any  level.  Today,  even  MS- 
60  would  be  scarce  or  rare. 

The  market  is  what  it  is  at  any  given  time— a  truism.  And, 
wishing  that  the  market  would  change  will  not  make  it  so. 
However,  having  catalogued  more  than  our  share  of  American 
rarities  over  a  long  period  of  years,  we  cannot  help  but  reflect 
that  the  successful  purchaser  of  this  coin  will  have  a  true  gem, 
a  showpiece,  an  American  classic  that  will  bring  the  joy  of  pos¬ 
session  for  many  years  to  come— and  which  will  forever  remain 
as  one  of  the  very  finest  examples  of  this  key  issue. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  2  finer  (both  MS-66). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection;  earlier  from  our  sale  of  the 
Pryor  Collection,  January,  1996  Lot  293. 


Low-Mintage  1905  Half  Dollar  Rarity 


1352  1905  MS-64  (NGC).  An  overlooked  sleeper  date  from  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  one  of  662,000  business  strikes  of  the  date 
produced  at  that  facility.  Not  many  Uncirculated  pieces  were 
put  aside  at  the  time  of  issue,  and  its  rarity  as  a  date  in  Mint 
State  is  quickly  becoming  evident  to  today’s  students  of  the 
Barber  half  dollar  series. 

NGC  Population:  5;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

There  are  a  number  of  sleepers  among  Philadelphia  Mint  issues.  Such 
coins  suffer  market-wise  as  they  are  in  the  shadow  of  the  much  more  readily 
available  Proofs.  As  the  specialist  knows  well,  in  the  time  it  takes  to  locate  a 
single  MS-64  1905  half  dollar,  a  dozen  or  more  Proof-64  pieces  could  be 
found.  If  you  are  collecting  by  date,  then  the  rarity  of  this  1905  Mint  State 
half  dollar  is  not  important,  as  you  can  more  easily  acquire  a  Proof.  How¬ 
ever,  if  you  consider  Mint  State  to  be  a  different  finish  and  production 
method  from  Proof  finish,  then  here  is  a  prime  rarity  among  the  varieties 
you  will  need. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Desirable  1905-0  Half  Dollar 


1353  1905-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Only  505,000  examples  of  the  date 
were  struck,  the  sixth  lowest  business  strike  mintage  figure  of 
any  Barber  half  dollar.  Well  struck  for  the  date,  certainly  the 
equivalent  of  Pryor:295  for  strike  and  grade.  Lustrous  pale 
golden  surfaces. 

Again  we  are  confronted  with  a  coin  that  is  a  significant  rarity  at  this  grade 
level,  although  it  is  one  not  particularly  heralded  by  the  market.  Something 
can  be  said  for  being  a  contrarian,  and  buying  such  a  piece  when  others  are 
diverting  their  attention  elsewhere. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1905-S  Half  Dollar 


1354  1905-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Scarce  this  nice.  Sharply  struck  and 
fully  brilliant,  with  strong  cartwheel  lustre  present.  Another 
object  of  great  desire  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  1 1;  6  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Important  1904-S  Half  Dollar 

Gem  Uncirculated 
The  Pryor  Specimen 
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1355  1905-S  MS-61  (ANACS).  Well  struck.  Lustrous  rose  surfaces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1356  1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  Well  struck.  Frosty  pale  golden  surfaces. 
Not  as  scarce  as  the  preceding  year,  1905,  by  any  means,  but 
not  plentiful  either.  A  nice  coin  for  a  type  set  or  date  se¬ 
quence. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1357  1906-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  From  the  first  year  of  Denver  Mint 
coinage  operations.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1358  1906-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  elusive  variety  in  Mint  State.  Nicely 
struck.  Iridescent  rose  on  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  Another 
find  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  4  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Lovely  1906-S  50 £  Rarity 


1359  1906-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Scarce.  Coined  during  the  year  of  the 
great  San  Francisco  earthquake.  Well  struck.  Lustrous  pale 
golden  highlights. 

Construction  began  on  the  second  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1870,  during 
which  year  a  cornerstone  was  laid  and  contained  a  number  of  pieces  that 
would  later  prove  to  be  numismatic  treasures.  In  1873  the  new  facility 
opened,  a  large,  airy,  and  modem  operation  in  comparison  to  the  cramped 
and  fume-filled  first  San  Francisco  Mint.  During  the  “great  earthquake  of 
April  1906,”  the  San  Francisco  Mint  was  the  only  building  left  standing  in  its 
district  due  primarily  to  its  having  its  own  water  supply  via  a  well,  enabling 
the  fire  to  be  fought  effectively.  Of  course,  the  solid  granite  construction 
helped  as  well. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1360  1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Above-average  strike.  Highly  lustrous 
with  frosty  surfaces. 

Beginning  about  this  time  Barber  half  dollars  in  Mint  State  become  more 
plentiful  than  those  earlier  in  the  decade.  Still,  in  terms  of  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  numismatists  in  America,  the  absolute  availability  of  such 
coins  is  restricted. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1361  1907-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  rich 
gold  at  the  rims.  Above-average  strike. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1362  1907-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well  struck  for  the  date.  Pale  golden 
highlights  on  lustrous  surfaces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1363  1907-S  MS-62  (NGC).  An  underrated  and  elusive  variety  in 
Mint  State.  Well  above  average  strike.  Strong  aesthetic  appeal 
and  quality  for  the  grade.  Attractive  golden  highlights  on  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces. 

NGC  Population:  3;  5  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1364  1908  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1365  1908-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Strong  lustre,  rose  highlights. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1366  1908-D  MS-63.  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  gold  and  rose  at  the 
rims.  Lustrous. 

1367  1908-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Nearly  fully  brilliant  with 
splashes  of  gold  on  both  sides.  Well  struck. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Elusive  1908-S  Half  Dollar 


1368  1908-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Moderately  rare  in  Mint  State  despite  a 
somewhat  generous  mintage  of  more  than  1.6  million  pieces. 
Well  struck.  Rich  iridescent  sea  green  and  gold  on  lustrous 
gray  surfaces.  A  beauty. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  6  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 
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:  1369  1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny  surfaces.  Sharply  struck. 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1370  1909  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  gray  surfaces. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1909-0  Half  Dollar 


1371  1909-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Moderately  rare  this  nice.  From  the  fi¬ 
nal  year  of  New  Orleans  Mint  operations.  Well  struck  for  the 
date  and  source.  Pale  golden  brilliance  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  6  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

This  and  other  issues  that  were  part  of  the  swan  song  of  the  New  Orleans 
Mint  were  scarcely  recognized  at  the  time.  Numismatic  interest  in 
mintmarks,  particularly  among  higher  denominations,  was  nil— and  it  is  re¬ 
markable  that  no  one  paid  attention  to  the  greatest  New  Orleans  rarity  of 
the  year,  the  1909-0  gold  $5. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1372  1909-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a  better-than- 
average  strike. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Outstanding  1910  Half  Dollar 

Gem  Uncirculated 


1373 


1910  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  low-mintage  rarity  from  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint,  one  of  only  418,000  business  strikes  of  the  date  pro¬ 
duced  (only  four  other  dates  in  the  Barber  half  dollar  series 
have  lower  business  strike  production  figures).  Sharply  struck 
for  the  date.  Highly  lustrous,  or  “blazing  white”  if  you  prefer. 
Finer  than  Pryor:312,  and  easily  among  the  finest  known  of 
the  date. 


PCGS  Population:  10;  1  finer  (MS-66). 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Important  1910-S  Half  Dollar  Rarity 

Gem  Uncirculated 


1374  1910-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  branch  mint  rarity,  equally  as  impor¬ 
tant  from  a  condition  rarity  standpoint  as  its  low-mintage 
counterpart  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  A  lovely,  satiny  gem 
of  outstanding  quality.  Well  struck  with  just  a  hint  of  weakness 
at  the  eagle’s  claw  and  arrow  feathers.  Intense  cartwheel  lustre 
and  soft  gold  highlights  add  to  the  overall  beauty. 

NGC  Population:  4;  2  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1375 ' 1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous;  well  struck. 
From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1376 


191 1-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty,  lustrous  and  sharply  struck.  A 
hint  of  gold  on  the  obverse,  otherwise  brilliant. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1377  191 1-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous,  well  struck.  Deep  rus¬ 
set  toning  at  date  and  reverse  arrows. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  5  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1378  1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty,  lustrous,  and  sharp. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1379  1912-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces.  A  ven 
pleasing  specimen. 
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1380  1912-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  “white”  and  brilliant  with  a 
touch  of  faint  gold  on  Liberty’s  portrait.  A  lovely  coin  for  the 
grade. 

1381  1912-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Golden  gray  surfaces;  above-average 
strike.  Lustrous. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1382  1912-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  gold  highlights.  Above- 
average  strike. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1383  1912-D  MS-61.  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  light  gold  at  the  rims. 
Lustrous. 


Desirable  1912-S  50£ 


1384  1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rare  this  nice.  A  sharply  struck  gem, 
fully  brilliant  and  lustrous. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  8  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1385  1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Scarce.  Delicately  toned,  average  strike. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

Low-Mintage  1913  50£  Rarity 

Gem  Uncirculated 


1386  1913  MS-65  (NGC).  A  key  date  rarity,  one  of  only  188,000 
business  strikes  of  the  date  produced,  the  third  lowest  mintage 
figure  in  the  Barber  half  dollar  series.  Well  struck  with  satiny 
surfaces  and  strong  cartwheel  lustre.  A  beauty— finer  than 
Pryor:321,  for  instance— and  important  as  such. 

NGC  Population:  5;  1  finer  (MS-66). 

From  the  Charles  .S'.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1387  1913-D  MS-64  (NGC).  The  scarcest  Denver  Mint  Barber  half 
dollar.  Well  struck.  Frosty  golden  surfaces. 

NGC  Population:  23;  3  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1388  1913-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  vibrant  iridescence.  Obverse 
richly  toned  at  the  rims,  brilliant  at  the  center;  reverse  com¬ 
pletely  and  attractively  toned. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 

1389  1913-D  MS-62  (ANACS).  Lustrous  and  lightly  toned. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1390  1913-S  MS-63.  A  popular  low-mintage  branch  mint  issue;  just 
604,000  examples  of  the  date  were  produced.  Lustrous  and 
well  struck  for  the  date.  A  whisper  of  rose  and  gold  toning.  A 
scarce  coin  in  any  season,  the  1913-S  has  been  desired  ever 
since  the  collecting  of  Barber  coins  by  mintmark  became  quite 
popular  in  the  1930s. 


1391  1914  MS-62  (PCGS).  Rare  in  Mint  State.  One  of  just  124,230 
half  dollars  of  the  date  struck  for  circulation,  the  lowest  busi¬ 
ness  strike  production  figure  in  the  entire  Barber  half  dollar 
series  (and  the  third  lowest  regular-issue  mintage  figure  in  any 
20th-century  copper,  nickel,  or  silver  coin  series!).  Well  struck 
and  lightly  toned  in  gold. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1392  1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Well  struck.  Satiny  light  golden  sur-  I 

faces. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 
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1393  1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  low-mintage  rarity  from  the  final  year 
of  Barber  half  dollar  coinage.  Only  138,000  business  strikes 
were  produced  of  the  date,  the  second  lowest  mintage  figure 
in  the  series.  Well  struck  for  the  date.  Lustrous  pale  golden 
surfaces. 


l  1394  1915-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  example.  Frosty  and 
lustrous  with  pale  rose  highlights. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


1  1395  1915-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces.  A  nice  coin 
for  the  grade. 


1396  1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well  struck.  Frosty  surfaces  glow  with 
warm  rose  highlights. 

The  final  offering  in  what  will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  all-time  finest 
collections  of  Barber  half  dollars  ever  to  be  offered  for  auction  competition. 
Now  that  the  1915-S  is  encountered,  we  suggest  that  you  go  back  to  the  ear¬ 
lier  Mamiye  Collection  listings,  beginning  with  1892,  and  review  them  in 
context— so  as  to  appreciate  as  we  the  cataloguers  have,  the  true  significance 
of  the  presentation. 

From  the  Charles  S.  Mamiye  Collection. 


Later  half  dollars 


1397  1917  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem  with  pale  rose,  blue,  and 
gold  toning  highlights  on  each  side. 


Lustrous  1917-S  Half  Dollar 

Obverse  Mintmark 


1398  1917-S  Obverse  mintmark.  MS-64  (NGC).  Iridescent  gold  and 
rose  highlights  on  satiny,  lustrous  surfaces.  A  scarce  date  in 
gem  condition. 


1399  1919  MS-63  (PCI),  red  label  reading  “Scratched”  and  “Struck 
Through.  Fully  lustrous  with  a  pale  golden  sheen  on  both 
sides.  A  rarity  in  Mint  State.  A  faint,  well-hidden  obverse 
scratch  (probably  a  staple  scratch)  can  be  found  at  the  rim 
above  BE,  and  another  can  be  found  at  the  rim  below  IN  GOD 
WE  TRUST;  these  marks  are  undetectable  to  the  unaided  eye. 
There  is  a  depression  on  the  reverse  eagle’s  breast,  called  a 
“struck  through”  error  on  the  label. 

A  “struck  through”  error  occurs  when  a  foreign  object  (often  a  piece  of 
polishing  rag  or  some  grease  is  the  culprit)  clings  to  a  die.  When  coins  are 
struck  by  the  die,  a  mark  appears  on  the  coins  struck  until  the  foreign  object 
falls  off  or  is  removed  by  an  alert  mint  employee. 

1400  1919  AU-50.  Lustrous  with  warm  golden  highlights. 


Mint  State  1919-D  500 


1401  1919-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Splashes  of  gold  on  lustrous,  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  Some  striking  weakness  at  the  centers,  not  unusual  for 
the  date.  A  difficult  coin  to  acquire  in  Mint  State.  One  of  the 
key  issues  among  early  dates  in  the  Liberty  Walking  half  dol¬ 
lars  series. 


1402  1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous  example  of  this  issue. 
Splashes  of  gold  toning  are  seen  on  both  sides.  An  above-aver¬ 
age  strike. 


1403  1937  Proof-64.  Sharp  and  lustrous  with  a  hint  of  deep  silver 
gray  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


1404  1941  Proof-66.  A  brilliant  gem.  No  designer’s  initials. 

The  monogram  AAW  (for  designer  Adolph  A.  Weinman)  is  usually  found 
on  the  reverse  at  5:00.  On  most  examples  seen,  the  monogram  appears 
weak  or  not  at  all  due  to  overpolishing  the  die  when  the  Proof  surface  was 
created. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


1405  1941  Proof-65.  A  delicately  toned  gem.  No  designers  initials 
From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 
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1406  Selection  of  certified  Franklin  half  dollars,  all  graded  MS-65: 

☆  1948-D  (2).  One  PCGS,  one  ANACS  ☆  1949  (NGC)  ☆  1949- 
S  (PCGS)  (2)  ☆  1950  (NGC)  ☆  1951-S  (PCGS)  ☆  1952  (PCGS) 

☆  1952-D  (PCGS)  ☆  1952-S  (PCGS)  ☆  1953-D  (PCGS)  ☆  1954 
(Hallmark)  ☆  1959  (NGC)  ☆  1960  (NGC)  ☆  1961  (NGC)  ☆ 
1962  (NGC)  ☆  1963  (Hallmark).  All  display  some  degree  of 
toning.  (Total:  17  pieces) 

1407  Selection  of  certified  Kennedy  half  dollars,  all  with  Doubled 
Die  obverse  details,  all  in  ANACS  holders  unless  noted:  ☆ 
1964-D  MS-64  ☆  1964-D  Tripled  Die  obverse.  FS-013.6.  MS-62 

☆  1974-D  FS-015  (5).  MS-64  (4)  (one  NGC),  and  MS-63.  (Total: 

7  pieces) 

Silver  dollars 

Silver  dollars  have  long  been  a  specialty  in  Bowers  and 
Merena  auctions,  and  the  current  sale  fits  in  nicely  with  this 
rule.  Among  early  dollars  are  a  number  of  interesting  die 
varieties,  some  scarce,  some  common,  but  all  worthwhile.  This 
particular  series,  although  gaining  in  popularity  in  recent 
years,  still  offers  many  sleepers  and  hidden  values.  Liberty 
Seated  dollars  are  represented  first  by  an  1836  Gobrecht,  then 
by  an  illustrious  run  of  later  issues  (we  mention  a  rare  Proof 
1844,  a  similarly  rare  Proof  1847,  and  a  notable  1857,  among 
other  highlights).  Morgan  silver  dollars,  the  most  popular  of  all 
American  coin  series  from  the  third  quarter  of  the  19th 
century,  are  offered  in  a  fantastic  array.  Prime  rarities  such  as 
the  1879-CC  and  1889-CC  are  there,  the  1895-0  is  deserving  of 
special  mention  (which  we  give  it  in  the  description  of  Lot 
1629,  for  few  recognize  its  significance),  and  other  delicacies 
abound— including  many  inexpensive  and  highly  affordable 
dates  and  mintmarks,  some  of  which  are  offered  in  little 
groups.  All  in  all  this  will  be  a  field  day  for  the  bidder 
appreciating  these  large  and  impressive  silver  issues. 


Attractive  1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 


1408  1795  Flowing  Hair.  Two  Leaves.  Bowers  Borckardt-2 1, 
Bolender-1.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Medium  gray  at  the  centers  with 
rich  blue  and  rose  toning  at  the  rims.  An  attractive  example  of 
the  design  type. 


Appealing  1795  Flowing  Hair  $1 


1409  1795  Howing  Hair.  Three  Leaves.  BB-27,  B-5.  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Basically  free  of  harsh  marks  and  attractively  toned  at  the  rims 
in  golden  gray,  with  lighter  gray  at  the  centers.  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  for  a  type  collection. 

The  variety  with  an  engraver’s  slip  on  the  die  resulting  in  a  raised  “bar”  in 
the  field  behind  Liberty’s  head. 


Popular  1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 


1410  1795  Flowing  Hair.  Three  Leaves.  BB-27,  B-5.  VF-20.  Medium 
gray,  lighter  high  points. 


Attractive  1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 


1411  1795  Flowing  Hair.  Three  Leaves.  BB-27,  B-5.  VF-20.  A  few 

tiny  rim  marks  and  other  light  marks  noted,  but  still  choice  for 
the  grade.  Deep  golden  gray  with  lighter  high  points.  Another 
example  of  the  “bar”  variety. 
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Pleasing  1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 


1412  1795  Flowing  Hair.  Three  Leaves.  BB-27,  B-5.  VF-20.  Attrac¬ 
tive  deep  gray  with  faint  iridescent  highlights.  A  few  very  faint 
scratches  and  other  abrasions  are  visible  along  with  very  minor 
rim  nicks.  A  nice  coin  for  a  type  set,  a  pleasing  example  of  a 
relatively  plentiful  (in  this  context)  die  variety. 


1795  Draped  Bust  Dollar 


1413  1795  Draped  Bust.  BB-51,  B-14.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Warm  silver 
gray  on  the  obverse,  iridescent  green,  gold,  and  blue  around  a 
light  gray  center  on  the  reverse.  From  the  first  year  of  Draped 
Bust  silver  dollar  coinage. 

One  of  two  Draped  Bust  obverse  dies  used  in  1 795,  this  with  the  portrait 
of  Liberty  more  to  the  viewer’s  left  (the  other  Draped  Bust  dollar  variety  of 
the  year,  BB-52,  B-15,  has  the  portrait  in  a  more  central  position).  One  of 
the  more  common  varieties  of  the  year,  a  very  collectible  type  coin. 


Attractive  1795  Draped  Bust  $1 


1414  1795  Draped  Bust.  BB-51,  B-14.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lus¬ 
trous,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Rose  highlights  on  the  high 
points. 


1796  Draped  Bust  Dollar 


1415  1796  Small  Date,  Large  Letters.  BB-61,  B-4.  EF-40  (ANACS). 

A  pleasing  example  of  the  date  and  design  type,  with  warm  li¬ 
lac  toning  on  silver  gray  surfaces.  A  few  areas  of  deeper  toning 
are  noted.  Above-average  grade  for  this  variety. 


1416  1796  Small  Date,  Large  Letters.  BB-61,  B-4.  VF-20  (PCGS). 

Medium  lilac-gray  with  lighter  high  points.  Some  light,  mint- 
caused  adjustment  marks  present  on  the  obverse;  plentiful 
though  not  overly  distracting. 


Popular  1796  Draped  Bust  Dollar 


1417  1796  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  BB-65,  B-5.  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Deep  silver  gray  on  both  sides,  some  deep  navy  toning  areas 
on  the  reverse.  An  attractive  example  of  a  basically  scarce  date, 
a  year  that  mounts  a  serious  challenge  to  the  better-known 
1797  in  terms  of  its  elusive  quality. 

Repunched  6  in  date.  Three  leaves  under  each  of  the  eagle’s  wings,  and  a 
popular  type  coin  as  such.  Readily  recognizable  by  the  lump  (caused  by  an 
internal  die  break)  at  the  top  of  the  I  of  AMERICA.  It  is  noted  in  the  litera¬ 
ture  that  this  reverse  may  have  been  produced  in  1795,  though  the  present 
die  combination  is  the  only  one  in  which  it  is  used. 


Lustrous  1797  Draped  Bust  Dollar 

Obverse  Stars  10X6 


1418  1797  Stars  10X6,  Large  Letters.  BB-71,  B-3.  Rarity-3.  EF-40 

(PCGS).  A  lovely,  lustrous  specimen,  with  warm  gold  and  rose 
tones  on  the  obverse,  lighter  tones  on  the  reverse.  A  choice 
coin  for  die  grade  despite  a  few  trivial  marks.  A  popular  vari 
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etv,  and  the  only  one  to  have  the  obverse  star  arrangement  of 
10  left,  six  right. 

“Punctuated”  date;  a  small  dot  after  the  first  7  in  the  date  gives  die  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  period.  Each  die  was  used  solely  in  this  marriage. 


1419  1797  Stars  9X7,  Small  Letters.  BB-72,  B-2.  Rarity-3+.  VF-30 

(ANACS).  Medium  gray  with  golden  highlights.  Some  scat¬ 
tered  obverse  marks.  This  die  variety  is  the  rarest  and  most 
sought  after  of  the  three  die  combinations  known  for  the  year 
1797.  It  has  been  indicated  in  the  past  by  some  of  America’s 
best-known  cataloguers  that  only  20  to  30  pieces  exist.  How¬ 
ever,  modern  research  suggests  that  a  more  accurate  estimate 
would  be  200-300  specimens.  Regardless,  when  one  considers 
the  hundreds  or  thousands  or  possibly  millions  of  people  at¬ 
tracted  to  the  coin  collecting  hobby  in  the  United  States,  this 
issue  remains  very  rare. 


Appealing  1797  Draped  Bust  $1 

Stars  9X7,  Large  Letters  Reverse 


1420  1797  Stars  9X7,  Large  Letters.  BB-73,  B-l.  EF-40.  Smoky  gray 
and  lilac  surfaces  exhibit  underlying  lustre.  Free  of  marks  save 
for  a  trivial  obverse  edge  bruise  at  12:00.  A  nice  representative 
example  of  the  date  and  type.  The  year  1797  has  acquired  a 
fame  all  of  its  own,  due  to  the  publication  of  a  low  mintage  fig¬ 
ure  (probably  incorrect). 

For  a  better  appreciation  of  the  true  availability  of  the  silver  dollars  of 
1796  and  1797  we  refer  the  reader  not  to  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins,  which  gives  the  very  misleading  figures  of  72,920  for  the  1796  and 
only  7,776  for  the  1797,  but,  instead,  to  our  own  two-volume  Silver  Dollars 
and  T rade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia.  Quite  a  few  of 
the  mintage  figures  in  the  Guide  Book  represent  calendar  year  numbers 
taken  from  Mint  records,  or  guesses  by  the  late  Walter  Breen.  In  actuality, 
the  coins  struck  in  a  calendar  year  could  be  one  figure,  and  those  bearing  a 
given  date  could  be  another.  It  was  Mint  practice  to  keep  older-dated  dies 
on  hand  until  they  wore  out.  This  was  not  reflected  in  the  Mint  production 
reports. 


1421  1797  Stars  9X7,  Large  Letters.  BB-73,  B-1A.  VF-25  (PCGS). 

Medium  gray  with  lighter  high  points,  some  darker  highlights 
in  the  protected  design  areas. 

Same  obverse  die  as  paired  with  the  Small  Letter  reverse  of  this  year.  An 
early  die  state  with  the  die  file  marks  clearly  visible  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s 
neck.  Light  obverse  planchet  defects  are  noted. 


1798  Small  Eagle  Dollar 


1422  1798  Small  Eagle.  15  Stars,  Small  Letters.  BB-81,  B-2.  VF-20 

(PCGS).  Deep  brownish  gray  in  the  protected  design  areas, 
light  gray  elsewhere.  The  only  1798-dated  dollar  with  15  ob¬ 
verse  stars.  Without  a  doubt  this  is  the  most  curious  and  inter¬ 
esting  of  all  the  1798  varieties— an  issue  which  has  its  own  mys¬ 
tery  (see  footnote)  and  which  has  always  been  in  strong  de¬ 
mand.  From  the  final  year  of  the  Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  design  type;  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  makes  its 
debut  this  year  as  well. 

This  die  was  most  likely  produced  in  1795  or  early  1796,  then  placed  aside 
and  forgotten.  By  the  time  of  its  resurrection  as  a  coinage  die  (when  the  8 
was  added  to  the  date),  the  obverse  star  count  had  settled  into  the  familiar 
13,  making  this  15-star  die  somewhat  obsolete. 


Popular  1798  Small  Eagle  Dollar 


1423  1798  Small  Eagle.  13  Stars.  BB-82,  B-l.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Silver 
gray  surfaces  with  plenty  of  golden  lustre  in  the  recessed  de¬ 
sign  areas.  Late  die  state  (III)  exhibiting  several  reverse  die 
cracks,  most  noticeably  at  the  second  T  of  STATES.  A  variety 
that  is  typically  encountered  in  lower  grades  and  is  scarce 
above  VF. 
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1424  1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  Wide  Date.  BB-104,  B-22.  Rarity-3.  VG- 

8.  Silver  gray  on  the  high  points,  deep  golden  brown  in  the 
fields.  Problem-free  for  the  grade. 


From  a  late  (and  rare)  state  of  the  reverse  die,  with  a  strong  vertical  crack 
running  from  the  rim,  through  the  E  of  STATES,  and  then  to  the  back  of 
the  eagle’s  head. 


1425  1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  Close  Date.  BB-113,  B-27.  EF-40 
(PCGS).  Pale  lilac  on  lustrous  gray  surfaces.  Few  marks  of  any 
size  present,  and  a  lovely  coin  for  the  grade. 

This  obverse  die  has  the  8  in  the  date  high  and  tilted  to  the  right.  It  sees 
plenty  of  use  in  1798,  being  the  obverse  die  of  BB-113,  114,  115,  116,  117, 
118,  and  119.  This  “workhorse”  die  develops  a  series  of  cracks  at  different 
stages  of  its  use,  which  appear  mainly  around  the  date. 

1426  1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  Close  Date.  BB-113,  B-27.  VF-30 
(PCGS).  Light  golden  lustre  on  silver  gray  surfaces. 

1427  1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  Close  Date.  BB-113,  B-27.  Net  VF-20; 
sharpness  of  EF-40  with  faint  graffiti  in  the  fields  on  both 
sides.  A  desirable  coin  despite  very  light  scratches.  Certainly  a 
buy  at  a  “VF  price.” 


1428  1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  Close  Date.  BB-115,  B-31.  Rarity-3+.  EF- 
45  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  lustre  on  problem-free  medium  gray 
fields.  Die  cracked  at  date,  and  on  reverse  at  OF  and  other 
places.  A  very  pleasing  and  original  18th-century  dollar. 

The  reverse  die  used  in  this  marriage  was  not  used  in  any  other  combina¬ 
tion.  J.W.  Haseltine  was  not  aware  of  it  when  he  wrote  his  Type-Table  in 
1881.  It  was  first  described  by  Milferd  H.  Bolender  in  1950. 

1429  1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  Close  Date.  BB-116,  B-30.  Rarity-4.  Net 
VG-10;  sharpness  of  VF-30,  slightly  bent  with  an  obverse 
scratch. 


Lustrous  1799  Silver  Dollar 


1430  1799  Normal  Date.  BB-160,  B-12.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Sharp  and 
lustrous  for  the  grade,  with  pleasing  golden  highlights  on  both 
sides.  No  Berries  reverse;  actually,  the  berries  were  lapped  off 
the  die  during  an  attempt  to  remove  clash  marks.  Tiny  stems 
remain.  Strong  overall  quality  and  appeal. 


1431  1799  Normal  Date.  BB-160,  B-12.  EF-40.  Deep  golden  brown. 
A  lovely  specimen,  well  struck  and  nicely  centered. 

Upper  left  reverse  star  thin  and  attenuated. 


1432  1799  Normal  Date.  BB-166,  B-9.  EF-40.  Deep  golden  brown, 
lighter  on  the  design’s  high  points.  A  nice  example  ol  the  vari¬ 
ety  and  grade. 

The  six  topmost  stars  on  the  reverse  all  touch  the  clouds  above  them. 


1433  1800  BB-188,  B-8.  High  Rarity-3.  F-15.  Medium  gray.  A  nice 
coin,  free  of  major  marks.  Moderately  scarce. 

1434  1800  BB-189,  B-5.  Rarity-3+.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive  and 
natural  slate  gray  surfaces  free  of  noticeable  marks.  A  nice 
coin  for  the  grade. 

Though  there  is  an  estimated  200-350  specimens  of  this  variety  extant,  it  is 
one  of  the  scarcer  of  this  year.  Curiously,  there  are  no  known  AU  or  Uncir¬ 
culated  examples  reported  of  this  variety. 


1435  1800  Wide  Date.  BB-190,  B-10.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Steel  gray  with 
some  deeper  toning  highlights.  A  very  elusive  variety  in  grades 
higher  than  EF.  Late  intermediate  die  state  between  VI  and 
VII,  with  faint  reverse  die  crack  extending  from  arrows  to 
wing.  The  parallel  cracks  through  ME  of  AMERICA  which  at  e 
necessary  lot  state  VII  have  not  yet  formed. 
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1436  1800  AMERICA!.  BB-192,  B-19.  EF-40.  Attractive  rose  high¬ 
lights  on  medium  gray  surfaces.  A  few  tiny  marks  present,  but 
still  choice  for  the  grade.  The  popular  variety  with  a  vertical 
reverse  die  crack  after  AMERICA,  giving  the  appearance  of 
AMERICAI. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Long  Collection,  May  1995,  Lot  2018. 


Lovely  1800  Bust  Dollar 

Dotted  Date  Variety 


1437  1800  Dotted  Date.  BB-194,  B-14.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  sil¬ 
ver  gray  surfaces  display  some  deeper  tones  in  the  protected 
design  areas.  A  variety  that  is  readily  recognized  by  a  series  of 
raised  dots  on  the  obverse  most  noticeably  around  the  date. 
These  apparently  are  the  result  of  defective  steel  from  which 
the  obverse  die  was  made. 

A  very  rare  variety  in  Mint  State,  and  probably  a  condition 
rarity  in  AU  as  well.  Research  indicates  that  a  dozen  or  fewer 
finer  specimens  can  be  traced  today. 

1438  1800  12  Arrows.  BB-196,  B-17.  VF-30  (NGC).  Medium  gray  at 
the  centers,  rich  iridescent  rainbows  at  the  rims.  Bust  of  Miss 
Liberty  low  and  to  right  on  obverse. 

1439  1801  BB-212,  B-2.  F-15.  Medium  golden  gray,  some  light  marks 
present. 

1440  1801  BB-213,  B-3.  Rarity-3.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Warm  silver  gray 
surfaces  free  of  all  but  the  most  trivial  marks.  Plentiful  die  rust 
marks  are  visible  on  the  obverse,  most  evident  among  the  let¬ 
ters  of  LIBERTY. 

1441  1803  Small  3.  BB-256,  B-3.  Rarity-5.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Medium 
gray  with  lighter  high  points.  This  is  the  second  rarest  variety 
of  the  year.  It  is  currently  estimated  that  30-60  specimens  are 
known,  making  this  offering  an  important  opportunity  for  the 
specialist. 


Desirable  1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 

Original,  Plain  Edge,  Silver 


1442  1836  Gobrecht.  Silver.  Plain  edge.  “Original.”  Pollock-65, 
Judd-60.  Rarity-5.  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Deep  iridescent  gray  and 
rose  toning.  The  rare  and  popular  variety  with  C. 
GOBRECHT  F.  (F  =  Fecit  =  made  this)  on  rock  above  date. 
Reverse  Die  Alignment  I,  eagle  flies  “onward  and  upward” 
when  the  coin  is  rotated  on  its  vertical  axis.  A  nice  coin  overall. 

It  is  believed  that  just  1,000  such  pieces  were  coined,  all  with  mirror  Proof 
surface.  Most  were  soon  put  into  circulation  where  they  served  at  face  value 
as  a  medium  of  exchange.  This  is  an  exception  to  the  rule  that  Proof  coins 
are  only  made  for  collectors. 

The  26  stars  on  the  reverse  represent  the  13  original  colonies  (the  large 
stars),  and  the  13  states  that  joined  the  Union  up  to  1836  (the  small  stars). 


Gem  Uncirculated  1842  Silver  Dollar 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1443  1842  MS-64  (NGC).  Pale  golden  highlights  on  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Prooflike.  Well  struck.  Any  gem  Mint  State  Liberty 
Seated  dollar  of  this  era  is  rare.  A  great  opportunity  for  the 
connoisseur  and  specialist. 

NGC  Population:  9;  none  finer. 
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Very  Rare  1844  Proof  Dollar 

A  Numismatic  Landmark 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1444  1844  Proof-63  (NGC).  A  Proof-only  variety  featuring  triple- 
lined  stripes  in  the  obverse  shield.  All  of  the  estimated  10 
known  Proof  1844  dollars  are  from  this  obverse  die  while  all 
known  business  strikes  are  from  another  obverse  with  four  in¬ 
dividual  lines  in  each  shield  stripe,  actually  a  doubled  die. 

This  lovely  Proof  has  mottled  light  golden  toning  over  a  base 
of  soft  silvery  gray.  Every  design  detail  is  sharply  rendered. 
The  entire  piece  exhibits  satiny  devices  and  mirrored  fields. 
Certainly  this  is  among  the  very  finest  known  of  this  date. 

Our  records  reveal  eight  distinct  specimens  with  a  few  additional  cita¬ 
tions,  probably  not  representing  more  than  two  additional  Proof  examples. 
(1)  Eliasberg  Collection,  Bowers  and  Merena,  4/1997,  Lot  2208.  (2)  This 
specimen,  pedigree  details  below.  (3)  Pittman  Collection,  sold  as  part  of  a 
complete  1844  Proof  Set,  David  Akers,  10/1997,  Lot  833.  (4)  Garrett  Collec¬ 
tion,  Stack’s,  3/1976,  Lot  260.  (5)  Carter  Collection,  Stack’s,  1/1984,  Lot 
250.  (6)  Bowers  and  Ruddy,  10/1977,  Lot  1048.  (7)  Bowers  and  Merena, 
5/1995,  Lot  1214.  (8)  Smithsonian  Institution. 

From  Lester  Merkin,  November  1964,  privately  to  an  unknown  col¬ 
lector.  More  recently,  sold  by  Butterfield,  Johnson,  and  Gillio,  Janu¬ 
ary  1996,  Lot  3690. 


Rare  and  Lovely  Proof  1847  $1 

A  Highlight  in  the  Liberty  Seated  Series 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


1445 


1847  Proof-64  (NGC).  An  impressive,  sharply  struck  Proof 
jewel.  This  lovely  cameo  has  softly  frosted  devices  surrounded 
by  mirrored  fields.  Pale  silvery  gray  is  highlighted  by  gold,  rus¬ 
set,  and  blue  iridescence.  Aesthetically,  this  rarity  is  one  of  the 
very  finest  in  existence. 

Our  survey  of  early  Proof  coinage  suggests  that  just  12  ex¬ 
amples  are  known.  We  have  detailed  notes  on  nine  different 
specimens,  not  including  this  coin  which  may  represent  a  10th. 
A  few  older  citations  suggest  the  possibility  of  two  or  three  ad- 


ie  mne  currently  lacnuiicu  CM*-*  — 

1992,  Lot  588.  (2)  Bowers  and  Merena,  1/1994,  Lot  1284.  (3)  Starr  Collec- 
Stack’s,  10/1992,  Lot  589.  (4)  Bowers  and  Merena,  5/1995,  Lot  1217.  (5) 


ditional  Proof  coins. 

The  nine  currently  identified  specimens  are:  (1)  Starr  Collection.  Stack's, 
10/1992,1 
tion, _ ,  _ 

Carter  Collection,  Stack’s,  1/1984,  Lot  255.  (6)  Eliasberg  Collection,  Bowers 
and  Merena,  4/1997,  Lot  2214.  (7)  Dupont  Collection,  Stack’s,  1 1/1954,  IxM 
2523.  (8)  Stack’s,  12/1987,  Ix>t  933.  (9)  Smithsonian  Institution. 

We  have  not  identified  this  coin  among  those  listed  above.  Stan  :588  has 
a  toning  spot  below  1  of  UNITED.  Starr:589  has  a  reverse  rim  nick  at  5:45 
and  has  unusual  toning.  Bowers  and  Merena  1/94:1284  has  a  spot  inside 
star  13.  Bowers  and  Merena  5/95:1217  has  heavily  mottled  toning 
Carter:255  has  a  toning  spot  on  the  left  side  of  the  reverse  shield 
Eliasberg:2214  has  spots  right  of  the  dale.  Dupont  :2523  has  a  spot  left  ol 
star  12.  Stack's  12/87:933  is  lightly  circulated.  The  Smithsonian  coin  is  pet 
manently  impounded. 
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Gem  Mint  State  1857  Silver  $1  Rarity 


1446  1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Reflective  prooflike  surfaces  glow  with 
pale  golden  highlights.  Rare  so  nice,  as  are  most  dates  in  the 
Liberty  Seated  dollar  series.  A  touch  of  striking  weakness  is 
seen  on  both  sides,  typical  of  authentic  specimens  of  the  date. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1  finer  (MS-65). 

It  is  our  opinion  that  most  of  the  mintage  of  this  date  was  shipped  to  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  from  there  was  used  in  the  China  trade. 


1447  1860-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  rose  high¬ 
lights  at  the  rims.  One  of  the  few  “common”  dates  of  the  de¬ 
sign  type  in  Mint  State,  owing  to  the  release  of  a  few  bags  of 
the  date  found  in  storage  by  the  Treasury  Department  in  the 
early  1960s,  a  century  after  striking. 

Of  course,  by  “common”  in  the  above  description  we  mean  rare  in  the 
overall  context  of  the  silver  dollars.  Perhaps  1,000  to  2,000  Mint  State  pieces 
could  be  traced  in  numismatic  hands  today,  in  sharp  contrast  to  many  thou¬ 
sands  of  specimens  of  certain  highly  prized  dates  in  the  later  Morgan  series. 


1448  1864  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Rich  iridescent  blue  and  violet.  A 
scarce  Civil  War  issue.  From  a  Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of 
470  coins,  the  second  lowest  Proof  production  Figure  in  the 
Liberty  Seated  series  after  1858.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

This  piece  is  incredibly  appealing,  in  our  opinion,  as  it  combines  a  low 
business  strike  mintage  (30,700)  plus  a  low  Proof  mintage  (470).  Thus,  the 
coin  has  a  basic  rarity  in  any  and  all  grades.  Today  the  market  for  Liberty 
Seated  Proof  coins  emphasizes  the  gem  level,  say  Proof-64  or  finer,  with  the 
result  that  decent-appearing  examples  in  lower  grades  such  as  Proof-62  and 
Proof-63  often  fall  through  the  cracks  and  can  be  obtained  for  what  seem  to 
be  bargain  prices.  In  time  this  will  probably  change,  but  at  present  there  are 
certainly  many  interesting  opportunities! 


1449  1864  Proof-60.  Sharply  struck  with  wide  obverse  and  reverse 
borders.  Minor  hairlines  are  visible.  Overall,  this  is  a  pleasing 
Civil  War  era  dollar,  a  coin  which,  when  struck  was  worth 
$1.04  in  melt-down  value! 

The  silver  dollar  denomination  was  not  included  in  the  Act  of  February 
21,  1853,  which  reduced  the  authorized  weight  of  silver  coins.  From  that 
time  onward,  Liberty  Seated  dollars  were  struck  on  request  by  silver  deposi¬ 
tors  who  had  to  give  more  than  face  value  in  bullion  to  acquire  them.  These 
coins  did  not  circulate  domestically  but,  instead,  were  primarily  used  as 
“trade  dollars"  in  an  era  before  the  official  United  States  trade  dollar  be¬ 
came  a  reality  (in  1873).  The  curious  monetary  situation  prevailed  until  the 
latter  year,  when  the  price  of  silver  fell  to  the  point  at  which  dollars  could 
again  effectively  circulate.  The  nuances  and  historical  details  are  explained 
at  some  length  in  Q.  David  Bowers’  two-volume  set,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia. 

In  1896  The  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  includes  a  table  outlining  the 
bullion  value  of  a  silver  dollar,  based  on  the  average  annual  price  of  silver 
for  each  year  since  1837.  For  every  year  from  1837  to  1873,  the  value  was 
greater  than  $1.00.  Beginning  in  1874,  the  stated  value  slowly  dropped  to  a 
low  of  49 C  in  1894. 

Beautiful  1866  Proof  Dollar 


First  Year  With  Motto 


1450  1866  With  Motto.  Proof-63.  The  sharp  frosty  devices  nicely 
complement  the  mirror  fields.  The  central  areas  have  gold  and 
lilac  toning.  Wisps  and  blushes  of  electric  blue  ornament  the 
rims.  First  year  with  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  Scarce  as 
a  Proof,  and  desirable  as  a  “type”  coin. 

The  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  first  appeared  on  circulating  coinage  on 
the  bronze  two-cent  piece  in  1864.  The  sentiment  was  selected  from  one  of 
several  ideas,  the  runner-up  being  GOD  OUR  TRUST.  The  inspiration 
seems  to  have  been  the  line  in  Francis  Scott  Key’s  Star  Spangled  Banner: 
“And  let  this  be  our  motto.  In  God  is  our  trust.” 


1451  1869  Proof-61  (NGC).  l  ull  mirrored  brilliance  with  sharp  de¬ 
sign  detail.  A  nice  Proof  with-motto  dollar  that  mav  be  an  ideal 
consideration  for  a  type  set. 
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Choice  Proof  1870  Silver  $1 


1452  1870  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Strong  cameo  contrast  and  dusky  gold 
highlights  on  both  sides.  One  of  1,000  Proofs  of  the  date 
struck.  Ideal  for  a  date  or  type  set. 


1453  1872  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  hint  of  rose  and 
gold  on  both  sides.  One  of  950  Proofs  coined  during  the  next- 
to-final  year  of  the  design  type. 


1454  1872  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  deep  golden  gray  with  blue  iri¬ 
descence  on  both  sides.  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  doubled  on  re¬ 
verse. 


Proof  1878  Morgan  Dollar  Rarity 

8  Tailfeathers 


1455  1878  8  Tailfeathers.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Richly  toned.  An  espe¬ 
cially  choice  example  of  a  highly  desirable  issue,  a  coin  of  which 
only  300  (our  approximate  estimate)  to  500  were  struck.  Not 
only  is  this  variety  rarer  in  absolute  terms  as  a  Proof,  but  it  also 
has  the  enhanced  status  of  being  the  first  variety  in  the  series- 
with  eight  tailfeathers— and  thus  would  be  a  prize  item  in  any 
type  set  of  United  States  coins  illustrating  the  Morgan  design. 

A  number  of  years  ago  our  two-volume  set.  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  page  2238,  had  the  following  to 
say  reprinted  here  for  its  relevancy: 

The  first  Proof  1878  8  Tailfeathers  dollars  amounted  to  100  coins  de¬ 
livered  on  March  12,  1878.  These  were  made  in  a  large  room  called  the 
Arts  and  Medals  Department,  a  separate  facility  from  the  production 
coinage  area.  (The  initial  Morgan  dollars  struck,  VAM-9,  were  business 
strikes,  but  on  polished  planchets,  made  from  non-Proof  dies  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  coinage  area  and  were  not  Proofs;  one  of  these  went  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Hayes,  as  noted  earlier).  A  communication  from  the  Mint,  dated 
April  11,1 878,  noted  that  Proof  dollars  were  available  for  $  1 .50  each  in 
paper  money  (or  $1.25  in  silver  coin). 


Probably  300  to  500  1878  8  Tailfeathers  Proof  dollars  were  minted. 
The  number  is  not  known,  and  estimates  have  ranged  from  about  250 
upward.  Today,  Proofs  are  rare.  In  1982  Wayne  Miller  wrote  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  previous  15  years  he  had  seen  only  30  pieces. 

1456  1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (PCGS).  The  first  of  two  major 
types  of  the  date.  Lustrous  with  pale  golden  highlights. 

After  its  debut  in  1878,  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  eagle  on  the  reverse  of 
the  Morgan  dollar  was  anatomically  incorrect.  It  seems  that  a  bald  eagle  s 
tail  always  contains  an  uneven  number  of  feathers,  while  Morgan  s  portrayal 
of  our  nation  s  symbol  had  an  even  number,  namely  eight.  New  reverse  dies 
were  made  with  7  tailfeathers  (a  few  dies  were  made  with  repunched 
tailfeathers  as  well,  and  are  generally  known  throughout  the  hobby  as  the  “8 
over  7  Tailfeathers  variety),  and  immediately  pressed  into  service.  This  ana¬ 
tomical  anomaly  was  probably  spotted  early  in  the  year,  as  just  750,000  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  with  the  8  Tailfeathers  reverse  were  coined,  while  more  than  9.7 
million  Morgan  dollars  of  1878  were  struck  with  the  7  Tailfeathers  reverse. 

1457  1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Fairly  full  cameo 
and  mirror  fields,  with  a  hint  of  gold  on  Liberty’s  face  and 
neck.  Scarce  in  this  grade  designation. 

PCGS  Population:  16;  4  finer,  (MS-65  DMPL  finest). 

The  designation  DMPL  for  Deep  Mirror  Prooflike,  is  quite  erratically  ap¬ 
plied  by  grading  services  today.  The  present  piece  does  have  mirror  fields, 
but  not  all  do.  The  intending  purchaser  of  such  pieces  would  do  well  to  ex¬ 
amine  them  individually  as  offered,  or  insist  upon  expanded  descriptions 
(as  given  in  the  present  catalogue). 

1458  1878  7  Tailfeathers,  2nd  Reverse.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem 
with  strong  cartwheel  lustre  on  each  side,  and  a  light  golden 
halo  at  the  peripheries. 

1459  1878  7  Tailfeathers,  2nd  Reverse.  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous  and  lightly  toned. 

1460  1878  7  Tailfeathers,  2nd  Reverse.  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Deep 
mirrors,  lightly  frosted  devices,  and  a  touch  of  gold  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Parallel  reverse  arrow  feather  on  top  arrow. 

1461  Selection  of  popular  Morgan  dollar  dates,  varieties,  and 
grades,  all  certified:  ☆  1878  7  Tailfeathers,  3rd  Reverse.  MS-64 
(PCGS)  ☆  1878-CC  MS-63  (PCGS)  ☆  1878-S  MS-65  (PCGS)  ☆ 
1880/79-CC.  2nd  Reverse.  MS-62  (ANACS)  ☆  1880-CC.  2nd 
Reverse.  MS-63  (NGC)  ☆  1899-0  MS-66  (PCGS)  ☆  1904  MS-64 
(NGC).  Some  pieces  are  delicately  toned.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1462  1878  7  Tailfeathers,  3rd  Reverse.  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Deep 
mirror  fields,  modestly  frosted  devices,  and  a  touch  of  rose  on 
the  obverse.  Slanted  reverse  arrow  feather  on  top  arrow. 

PCGS  Population:  27;  13  finer  (MS-65  DMPL  finest). 

1463  Selection  of  Morgan  dollars,  each  MS-62  unless  noted:  ☆  18/8 
7  Tailfeathers,  3rd  Reverse  ☆  1881-S  ☆  1882  ☆  1882-0  ☆ 
1882-S  MS-65  ☆  1883  ☆  1883-CC  MS-60  ☆  1885  MS-65  ☆ 
1887-0  MS-61  ☆  1888  ☆  1889  ☆  1891-CC  ☆  1892  ☆  1900-0. 
Mostly  brilliant,  some  faintly  toned.  (Total:  14  pieces) 

1464  Certified  Morgan  dollar  dates  and  varieties:  ☆  18/8  / 
Tailfeathers,  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  PL  (PCGS)  ☆  1878  7 
Tailfeathers,  Reverse  of  1879.  YAM-223.  MS-61  (ANACS)  ☆ 
1882-0  MS-64  PL  (NGC)  ☆  1884-S  AU-55  (PCGS)  ☆  1888-0 
Doubled  Die  Reverse.  VAM-9.  MS-64  (ANACS).  First  coin  bril¬ 
liant,  all  others  toned.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1465  1878  7/8  Tailfeathers.  Weak.  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Deep 
mirror  fields  and  frosty  devices.  Lustrous  and  brilliant  with  a 
touch  of  gold  at  the  rims. 

PCGS  Population:  24;  5  finer  (MS-65  DMPL  finest). 

Designated  “Weak"  by  PCGS  on  the  holder,  signifying  the  recognition  bv 
that  grading  service  of  multiple  reverse  dies  being  used  for  coining  this 
popular  variety.  “Weak"  has  nothing  really  to  do  with  the  striking— rather 
confusing— but  has  to  do  with  the  making  of  the  die.  Further,  the  term  7 
over  8  tailfeathers  is  a  misnomer,  should  be  eliminated,  and  replaced  with 
"doubled  tailfeathers,”  as  we  have  recommended  earlier,  and  as  the  Guide 
Book  has  adopted.  An  interesting  early  reference  to  the  Doubled 
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Tailfeathers  variety  of  1878  is  found  in  the  January  1948  issue  of  The  Numis- 
matic  Scrapbook  Magazine  in  a  letter  from  Samuel  L.  Glenhouse,  who  wrote: 
"1  recently  acquired  three  silver  dollars  of  the  seven  Tailfeather  variety 
where  four  additional  feathers  appear  to  protrude  between  the  second  and 
fifth  feathers  (counting  the  tail  feathers  from  right  to  left).  The  hind  feath¬ 
ers  between  the  second  and  third,  and  the  third  and  fourth  tail  feathers  are 
rather  pronounced.  These  hind  feathers  can  be  seen  with  the  naked  eye.  Is  it 
possible  that  a  third  variety  of  the  1878  silver  dollar  exists?” 

1466  1878  7/8  Tailfeathers.  Strong.  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Highly 
lustrous,  a  hint  of  gold  on  the  obverse.  Light  cameo  contrast. 
Strong  details  in  the  underlying  feathers. 

PCGS  Population:  34;  13  finer  (MS-65  DMPL  finest). 

Cameo  1878-CC  Morgan  $1 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


1467  1878-CC  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  Heavily  frosted  devices  and  deep 
mirror  fields.  An  attractive  golden  halo  is  around  the  rims. 
Certainly  this  coin  will  be  a  showpiece  in  the  finest  cabinet. 

NGC  Population:  28;  none  finer. 

1468  1878-CC  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Frosty  with  a  splash  of  gold. 

With  small  CC  mintmark,  as  on  all  this  year.  In  1879  the  size  was  in¬ 
creased,  although  some  anachronistic  varieties  were  made  later  (such  as  the 
1880-CC  with  reverse  of  1878). 

1469  1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 

1470  1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 

1471  1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 

1472  1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous.  Light  cameo  features. 

The  present  catalogue  offers  a  rich  and  wonderful  presentation  of  Mor¬ 
gan  silver  dollars.  If  you  are  seeking  to  build  a  collection  of  these,  check  our 
listings  from  beginning  to  end  and  use  it  as  the  basis  to  acquire  some  of  the 
nicest  pieces  to  cross  the  auction  block  in  our  time.  In  instances  of  multiple 
offerings,  such  as  the  1878-CC  in  MS-65  grade,  our  One  Lot  Only  option, 
discussed  under  our  Terms  of  Sale,  will  be  useful.  Alternatively,  our  Maxi¬ 
mum  Expenditure  option  can  be  employed  to  your  advantage.  Suppose  that 
you  have  a  budget  of  $5,000  to  spend  on  your  Morgan  dollar  collection. 
Using  our  Maximum  Expenditure  option  you  can  bid  on  tens  of  thousands 
of  dollars  worth  of  pieces,  but  our  computer  program  will  keep  track  of 
your  expenditures  and  stop  bidding  on  your  behalf  once  the  $5,000  limit 
has  been  reached. 

1473  1878-CC  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Lightly  frosted  devices,  a  faint 
touch  of  gold  toning,  and  deep  mirror  fields  make  for  a  pleas¬ 
ing  combination. 

1474  Popular  Morgan  dollars,  all  MS-63:  &  1878-CC  t?  1879  ft 
1880-S  ☆  1881-0  ☆  1888-S  ☆  1890-S  ☆  1899-S  ☆  1900  ☆  1902- 
S  ☆  1921-S.  Most  are  brilliant,  some  have  light  toning.  (Total: 
10  pieces) 

1475  Starter  set  of  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars:  ☆  1878-CC  MS-63 

if  1880-CC  Reverse  of ’78.  MS-64  ☆  1881-CC  MS-64  ☆  1882- 
CC  MS-63  1883-CC  MS-62  ☆  1884-CC  MS-64  ☆  1885-CC 

MS-63  •>  1890-CC  MS-6.3  *  1891-CC  MS-62.  All  lustrous,  some 
very  lightly  toned.  (Total:  9  pieces) 


Thanks  to  the  marvelous  Treasury  hoard  of  silver  dollars  released  circa 
1962,  specimens  such  as  this  are  not  priced  at  several  thousand  dollars  each, 
but,  individually,  cost  less  than  $100  each  in  some  instances.  This  particular 
lot  offers  a  great  amount  of  numismatic  interest  for  the  money— an  ideal  way 
to  introduce  a  son,  daughter,  or  friend  to  the  fascination  of  building  a  Mor¬ 
gan  dollar  set. 

1476  Morgan  dollar  mini-hoard,  all  in  G.S.A.  holders:  ☆  1878-CC 
(2).  MS-62,  and  MS-61  ☆  1880-CC,  80  over  79,  2nd  Reverse  (3). 
MS-62  (2),  and  MS-60  ☆  1880-CC  MS-60  ☆  1882-CC  (2).  MS- 
63,  and  MS-62  ☆  1883-CC  (8).  MS-63  PL,  MS-63  (6),  and  MS-62 
☆  1884-CC  (3).  MS-63  (2),  and  MS-62  ☆  1891-CC  (2).  MS-62, 
and  MS-61.  (Total:  21  pieces) 

Attractive  Gem  1878-S  Morgan  $1 


Deep  Mirror  Prooflike 


1477  1878-S  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Lightly  frosted  on  the  obverse, 
more  so  on  the  reverse.  A  tiny  toning  spot  is  present  on  the 
reverse,  otherwise  practically  pristine.  An  example  of  a  date 
with  a  fairly  high  mintage  that  is  quite  rare  as  a  gem  Uncircu¬ 
lated  “dimple”  Morgan  dollar. 

1478  Morgan  dollar  group  with  some  better  varieties  included:  ☆ 

1878-S  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆  1879-0  AU-58  ☆  1880  AU-58  ☆ 
1880-0  AU-58  ☆  1883-S  AU-50,  whizzed  ☆  1884-0  AU-58  ☆ 
1884-S  AU-50  ☆  1885-0  AU-58  ☆  1886-0  AU-53  ☆  1889-0 
AU-58  ☆  1891-0  AU-50  ☆  1892-S  EF-45  ☆  1893-0  EF-45  ☆ 
1894-0  AU-50  ☆  1894-S  AU-50  ☆  1896-0  AU-50  ☆  1897-0 
AU-50  ☆  1898  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆  1898-S  AU-50  ☆  1901  AU-50 
☆  1902  AU-58  ☆  1903-S  EF-45.  (Total:  22  pieces) 

1479  1879  MS-65  (PCGS).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre. 

1480  1879  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 

1481  1879  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Moderately  frosted  devices  and 
strong  cartwheel  lustre. 


1482  1879-CC  Large  CC  over  Small  CC.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Scarce. 
Both  mintmarks  visible,  as  is  die  rust  (raised  lumps  of  metal)  in 
that  area.  Light  rose  toning  in  areas. 

The  misleading  and  irrevelant  Capped  Mintmark  name  seems  to  be  lad¬ 
ing  from  the  numismatic  scene.  Among  those  taking  part  in  the  change  is 
the  editor  of  A  Guide  Hook  of  United  States  Coins,  the  highlv  accomplished 
Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  who  has  the  final  word  on  terminology  and  nomencla¬ 
ture.  Relative  to  the  variety,  the  early  Morgan  dollar  dies  ol  the  Carson  C  ity 
Mint  had  small  letters  in  the  ( '■( '  minimal  k  It  was  subsequently  dec  idetl  that 
large  let  let  s  would  he  more  t  eadahle,  and  this  existing  die  with  small  C(  w.o 
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overpunched  with  large  CC  letters.  As  part  of  the  process,  the  earlier, 
smaller  CC  was  partly  effaced  or  dug  out  of  the  die,  giving  a  roughness  in 
the  general  area,  which  is  sometimes  mistaken  for  rust  marks. 

The  1879-CC  is  the  second  rarest  of  the  Carson  City  dollars,  the  1889-CC 
being  the  very  rarest,  and  the  1893-CC  being  the  third  rarest. 


1483  1879-CC  Large  CC  over  Small  CC.  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Interme¬ 
diate  state,  with  both  CC  mintmarks  and  some  roughness  vis¬ 
ible.  G  of  GOD  on  reverse  filled. 


Desirable  1879-CC  Morgan  $1 

Normal  Mintmark  Variety 


1485  1879-CC  Normal  Mintmark.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a 
splash  of  pale  gold  on  the  obverse. 


1486  1879-CC  Normal  Mintmark.  EF-40.  Gray  and  iridescent  laven¬ 
der  highlights. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1879-CC  Dollar  Rarity 


Normal  Mintmark  Variety 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


1484  1879-CC  Normal  Mintmark.  MS-65  (PCGS).  1  mstrous,  satiny 
surfaces  with  a  near  cameo  obverse.  Normal  mintmark  variety. 
A  splendid  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  Carson  City  rarity. 
PCGS  Population:  27;  2  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Gem  Uncirculated  1879-0  Morgan  $1 


1487  1879-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  with  light  cameo  fea¬ 
tures  and  rich  golden  halos  at  the  rims.  Quite  elusive  in  this 
gem  preservation. 


Lustrous  Gem  1879-0  $1 

Deep  Mirror  Prooflike 


1488  1879-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Nice  cameo  contrast,  strongest 
on  the  reverse,  with  a  touch  of  gold  on  the  devices.  Scatce  this 
nice. 

PCGS  Population:  19;  2  finer  (MS-65  DMPL  finest). 

1489  Morgan  dollars  from  New'  Orleans,  all  PCGS-certified:  ☆ 
1879-0  MS-64  ☆  1880-0  MS-63  ☆  1881-0  MS-64  ☆  1885-0 
MS-66  ☆  1888-0  MS-65  ☆  1889-0  MS-63  ☆  1903-0  MS-65. 
Mostly  brilliant,  some  with  light  toning.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1490  Morgan  dollars  from  San  Francisco,  all  PCGS-certified:  fr 
1879-S  2nd  Reverse.  MS-63  ☆  1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-65  ☆ 
1882-S  MS-65  ☆  1883-S  MS-60  ☆  1885-S  MS-64  ☆  1886-S  MS- 
63.  All  brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  6  pieces) 
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1491  1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  semi- 
prooflike  fields  and  frosted  design  devices.  Diagonal  top  arrow 
feather  on  reverse. 

1492  Quartette  of  1879-S  Morgan  dollars.  All  are  3rd  Reverse  and 
grade  MS-65  PL  by  PCGS.  All  brilliant  gems.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1493  1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 
strong  cameo  details. 

1494  Group  of  Morgan  dollars,  all  MS-64:  ☆  1879-S  3rd  Reverse  ☆ 
1882-CC  ☆  1884-CC  ☆  1885-CC  ☆  1890-0  ☆  1896  ☆  1897  ☆ 
1897-S  ☆  1898-0  ☆  1899-0  ☆  1900-S  ☆  1901-0  ☆  1902-0  ☆ 
1921  ☆  192 1-D.  Mainly  brilliant,  some  delicately  toned.  (Total: 
15  pieces) 

1495  1880  MS-65,  prooflike  (ANACS).  A  pleasing  coin  with  cameo 
details  and  golden  toning  at  the  rims. 

1496  1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  a  pleasing  light  cameo 
appearance. 

1497  1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

1498  1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  reflective  surfaces. 

1499  1880  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  hint  of  gold  at 
the  rims. 

1500  1880  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Nice  cameo  present  with  frosty 
design  elements  and  deep  mirror  fields.  Brilliant. 


1501  1880/79-CC  2nd  Reverse.  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
pale  champagne  surfaces  display  a  modest  cameo  contrast. 
Remnants  of  7  and  9  plainly  risible  behind  second  8  and  0  of 
date.  Rare  this  nice. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  2  finer  (MS-65  DMPL  finest). 

1502  1880-CC  8  over  High  7,  3rd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny 
and  lustrous,  nearly  prooflike  in  appearance. 


Gem  Mint  State  1880  Overdate  Morgan  $1 

8  Over  Low  7  Variety,  DMPL 

1503  1880-CC  8  over  Low  7,  3rd  Reverse.  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS). 

Nicely  frosted  devices  and  deep  mirrorlike  fields  form  a  pleas¬ 
ing  cameo  contrast.  Brilliant.  A  popular  overdate  from 
Nevada’s  mint. 

PCGS  Population:  23;  3  finer  (MS-66  DMPL  finest). 

I  he  figure  below  represents  the  aggregate  total  of  all  PCGS-certificd  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  at  the  MS-65  DMPL  grade  level.  The  coin  offered  here  is  clearly 
of  the  8  over  Low  7  variety,  but  is  not  designated  as  such  on  the  holder. 
Sinr  r  PCGS  recently  began  designating  this  variety  on  its  holders,  the  com¬ 
biner!  total  of  the  two  groups  is  used  for  population  purposes.  The  number 
of  different  specimens  of  the  variety  certified  by  PCGS  is  probably  lower 
than  that  quoted  here— due  to  resubmissions.  I  he  same  general  statement 
ran  be  made  for  just  about  everything  else  in  the  population  reports,  espe- 
r  tally  if  a  rio/en  or  more  pieces  are  listed. 


1504  1880-CC  8  over  Low  7,  3rd  Reverse.  MS-65  DPL  (NGC). 

Frosty  cameo  features  and  mirror  fields.  A  splash  of  gold  at  the 
rims.  Remnants  of  a  7  plainly  evident  under  the  second  8  of 
the  date.  Tied  for  finest  certified  by  NGC. 

NGC  Population:  28;  none  finer. 

1505  1880-CC  8  over  Low  7,  3rd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant. 

1506  1880-CC  MS-64  DPL  (NGC).  Frosty  devices  and  mirror  fields 
with  a  hint  of  gold  at  the  rims. 

1507  Morgan  dollars,  all  MS-63:  ☆  1880-CC  8  over  Low  7  ☆  1881- 
CC  ☆  1887  DMPL  ☆  1890-CC  Lightly  toned  ☆  1899  Prooflike 
☆  1903  ☆  1903-0  Rich  violet  toning  ☆  1904-0  Blue  and  violet 
iridescence.  (Total:  8  pieces) 

Gem  Prooflike  1880-0  Morgan  $1 

Second  8  Over  7 


1508  1880-0  8  over  7.  MS-64,  PL  (PCGS).  Deep  cameo  contrast, 
highly  lustrous.  Rare  in  gem  Uncirculated.  A  variety  that  might 
perhaps  be  better  named  the  80  over  79  variety,  as  a  remnant 
of  an  underlying  numeral,  probably  a  9,  is  evident  in  the  upper 
loop  of  the  0  of  the  date  on  most  specimens  seen. 

PCGS  Population:  1 1;  1  finer  (MS-65  PL  finest). 

1509  1880-0  8  over  7.  VAM-6A.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous 
with  a  splash  of  rainbow  iridescence  on  the  right  side  of  the 
obverse. 

VAM-6A  is  in  the  “VAM  Top  100”  group  of  varieties. 

1510  1880-0  8  over  7.  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Strong  cameo  con¬ 
trast  and  a  hint  of  gold  on  the  obverse. 


1511  1880-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  rose,  nearlv 
prooflike  in  appearance.  A  scarce  date  this  nice.  Choice  for  the 
grade. 

1512  1880-S  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  and  mirror  fields. 
Lustrous. 

1513  1880-S  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem.  Strong  cameo 
contrast,  heaviest  on  the  reverse. 
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1514  1880-S  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem.  Moderate  cameo 
contrast,  heaviest  on  the  obverse. 

1515  1881  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  “white”  gem. 

1516  1881  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Light  cameo  contrast.  Tied  for 
finest  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  35;  none  finer. 

1517  1881-CC  8  over  7.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  frosty,  satiny  gem.  Defi¬ 
nite  traces  of  other  numerals  in  upper  loops  of  both  8s  in  the 
date. 

Breen-5564,  VAM-2. 

1518  1881-CC  8  over  7.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  cameo-like  gem. 

Breen-5564,  VAM-2.  There  is  a  lot  of  unfinished  die  work  on  the  reverse, 
particularly  around  the  stars  and  legend. 

1519  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars,  all  PCGS-certified:  ☆  1881-CC  8 
over  7.  MS-65  ☆  1883-CC  MS-65  ☆  1884-CC  MS-65  ☆  1885-CC 
MS-63  ☆  1891-CC  MS-64.  All  lustrous  and  brilliant.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 

1520  1881-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Beautiful  cameo 
contrast  between  frosty  devices  and  mirror  surface.  Only 
296,000  pieces  were  struck,  a  low  mintage  for  the  era.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  the  great  Treasury  hoard  contained  enough  pieces  that 
just  about  any  serious  numismatist  could  acquire  one,  al¬ 
though  among  these  pieces  there  were  only  a  few  that  could 
measure  up  to  the  quality  of  the  example  offered  here. 

1521  1881-CC  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  A  lovely  cameo  with  golden  halos 
at  the  rims. 

1522  1881-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Light  cameo  contrast. 

1523  188 1-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  satiny  gem.  Rainbow  toning 
at  the  reverse  rim. 

1524  188 1-S  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Frosted  velvety  devices  contrib¬ 
ute  to  a  strong  cameo  contrast.  A  beautiful  coin  with  a  hint  of 
gold  toning. 

1525  Group  of  188 1-S  Morgan  dollars,  some  prooflike,  with  an  aver¬ 
age  grade  of  MS-63.  A  few  are  attractively  toned.  (Total:  18 
pieces) 


1526  1882  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  elusive  Philadelphia  issue  at  the  gem 
Mint  State  level.  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces. 


Condition  Rarity  1882  Morgan  $1 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1527  1882  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Deep  mirror  fields.  Frosty  design 
motifs  with  much  lustre.  A  common  date?  Not  at  this  grade 
designation!  Remarkably  high  quality  for  this  otherwise  com¬ 
mon  date.  As  the  population  report  suggests,  a  rarity  so  fine. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer. 

1528  1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  from  the  Carson  City 
Mint.  Lightly  frosted  devices  and  moderately  mirrorlike  fields 
form  a  pleasing  light  cameo  contrast. 

1529  1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem. 

1530  1882-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Light  cameo  contrast.  Bril¬ 
liant. 

1531  1882-CC  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  pleasing 
cameo  surfaces.  Faint  golden  highlights. 

1532  1882-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Moderate  cameo  contrast 
present,  as  is  a  hint  of  rose  and  gold  toning. 

1533  1882-O/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  popular  variety,  no  doubt  created 
when  a  die  intended  for  use  in  the  San  Francisco  Mint  was 
repunched  for  use  at  its  new  destination,  the  New  Orleans 
Mint.  Diagonal  of  underlying  S  clearly  evident  in  existing  O 
mintmark.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

1534  1882-S  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Light  cameo  features.  A  hint  of 
rose  toning  on  each  side. 

1535  Gem  Uncirculated  Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan  dollar 
quintette,  all  PCGS-certified:  iX  1883  MS-66  ☆  1884  MS-65  'fr 
1885  MS-66  ☆  1886  MS-66  ☆  1889  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous,  some  with  a  hint  of  gold  at  the  rims.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1536  1883  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  a  splash  of  rose  toning 
on  the  devices. 


1537  1883-CC  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Strong  cameo  details  and  a 
glimmer  of  rose  toning  on  each  side.  A  lovely  gem  product  of 
the  Carson  City  Mint.  A  splendid  example  that  certainly  will  be 
an  attraction  in  the  cabinet  of  its  next  owner. 

1538  1883-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Some  obverse  toning  spots 
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1539  1883-CC  MS-65  DM  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Mirror  fields  and 
frosty  devices. 

1540  1883-CC  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  A  frosty  cameo.  Deep  gold  toning 
in  areas. 

1541  1883-CC  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 

1542  Certified  pair  of  New  Orleans  Mint  gem  Morgan  dollars,  each 
graded  MS-66  PL:  ☆  1883-0  (ANACS)  ☆  1904-0  (NGC).  Both 
brilliant  with  a  hint  of  gold.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1543  1883-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Strong  cameo  details  and  a 
touch  of  gold  on  the  devices. 

1544  Morgan  dollar  selection,  MS-60  or  finer,  varying  from  toned 
to  brilliant:  ☆  1883-0  ☆  1884  ☆  1885-S  ☆  1886  ☆  1886-S  ☆ 
1887-S  ☆  1888-0  ☆  1889-S  ☆  1890  ☆  1891  ☆  1891-S  ☆  1892- 
CC  ☆  1892-0  ☆  1904.  (Total:  14  pieces) 


1545  1883-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Fully  brilliant  with  strong  cartwheel 
lustre  on  both  sides.  A  key  issue  at  this  grade  level,  the  1883-S 
is  in  strong  demand. 


1546  1883-S  MS-63.  Frosty  and  essentially  brilliant  w  ith  just  a  hint  of 
champagne  iridescence.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  de¬ 
fined.  This  will  be  a  very  special  coin  to  the  successful  bidder. 


1547  1884  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  and  deep  mirror 
fields.  Although  1884  is  one  of  the  most  common  of  all  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  in  lower  grades,  at  the  MS-65  DMPL  level  it  is  a  con¬ 
dition  rarity,  a  variety  seldom  seen  or  encountered.  As  such,  it 
represents  a  marvelous  purchase  opportunity. 

I’t.t.S  Population  20;  5  finer  (MS-66  DMPL  finest). 

1548  1884-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of  warm  gold  on 
the  obverse. 


1549  1884-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  near-cameo 
gem. 

1550  1884-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Intense  brilliance,  deep  mirror 
fields,  and  frosty  motifs. 

1551  1884-CC  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  Light  violet  toning  on  both  sides. 

1552  1884-0  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Strong  cameo  appear¬ 
ance  present.  Moderately  rare  this  nice. 

PCGS  Population:  23;  1  finer  (MS-68  DMPL  finest). 

1553  1884-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  exhibit  light 
golden  highlights.  Delightful  cameo  contrast  on  both  sides. 

1554  Selection  of  Morgan  dollars  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint,  all 
PCGS-certified:  ☆  1884-0  MS-65  ☆  1891-0  MS-63  ☆  1900-0 
MS-65  ☆  1902-0  MS-65  ☆  1904-0  MS-65.  All  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous,  with  light  gold  highlights  on  some  coins.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 


Uncirculated  1884-S  Dollar 


1555  1884-S  MS-62.  A  handsome  example  having  frosty  devices  and 
satiny  fields.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  pale  uniform  champagne 
iridescence.  Readily  available  in  circulated  grades,  but  a  highly 
prized  rarity  in  Uncirculated.  No  doubt  most  of  the  3.4  million 
examples  of  the  date  struck  went  directly  into  the  channels  of 
commerce,  leaving  very  few  Uncirculated  specimens  for 
today’s  collecting  community  to  enjoy.  A  highly  important  op¬ 
portunity  to  acquire  an  attractive  example  of  a  famous  rarity. 


Lustrous  1884-S  Morgan  $1  Rarity 


1556  1884-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous,  some  with  light  gold  at  tin' 
rims. 


1557  1885  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Modest  cameo  contrast 

1558  1885  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  A  lovely  coin  for  the 
grade. 
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1559  1885-CC  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  Hints  of  gold  on  frosty  devices 
and  mirror  fields. 

1560  1885-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (ANACS).  Splashes  of  deep  gold  on 
lustrous  surfaces.  One  of  228,000  Morgan  dollars  of  the  date 
struck  at  the  Carson  City  Mint,  the  lowest  production  figure 
for  the  type  from  that  mint. 

1561  1885-CC  MS  65  (PCGS).  A  frosty,  lustrous  gem. 

1562  1885-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 

1563  1885-CC  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

1564  1885-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Nice  cameo  contrast. 

1565  1885-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem  with  strong  lustre  and  a 
touch  of  gold  on  each  side. 


1566  1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Rich  iridescent  rainbow  colors  at  the 
rims,  lighter  at  the  centers.  One  of  886  Proofs  of  the  date 
struck. 

Proof  Morgan  dollars  of  most  dates  are  quite  a  bit  more  elusive  than  even 
the  low  mintage  figures  indicate.  In  their  era  they  were  not  appreciated  by 
numismatists,  and  many  were  spent  for  face  value. 

1567  1886  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Moderate  cameo  details 
present. 

Elusive  1886-0  Morgan  $1 


1568  1886-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Available  in  circulated  grades  (more 
than  10.1  million  pieces  were  struck),  but  quite  rare  at  MS-60 
or  finer.  Choice  Uncirculated  examples  such  as  this  one  are 
particularly  elusive.  Satiny,  lustrous  surfaces. 

1569  1886-S  MS-62  DMPL  (PCGS).  Light  cameo  details  but  strong 
cartwheel  lustre.  A  tough  date  to  locate  with  the  DMPL  desig¬ 
nation. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  20  finer  (MS-65  DMPI.  finest). 

1570  1887/6  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  with 
strong  design  details.  The  overdate  feature  is  especially  promi¬ 
nent.  This  variety  was  first  discovered  in  November  1971. 

PCGS  Population:  184;  41  finer  (MS-66PL  finest).  In  a  series  where  five 
and  six  digit  populations  are  common,  this  should  be  considered  a  low 


population.  For  comparison,  PCGS  has  certified  over  97,000  1881-S  Morgan 
dollars  in  MS-64  and  higher  grades!  If  Robert  Ripley  were  alive  he  might 
mention  that  all  of  these  MS-64  and  higher  PCGS  coins,  if  laid  end  to  end  in 
their  slabs,  they  would  make  a  ribbon  several  miles  in  length. 

We  have  suggested  several  times  that  it  might  be  a  profitable  endeavor  to 
examine  other  denominations  of  1887  coins  to  search  to  overdates.  Particu¬ 
larly  excellent  possibilities  include  the  cent,  nickel,  dime,  and  gold  issues. 

1571  1887/6  MS-64  (PCGS).  Remnants  of  the  partially  effaced  6  can 
be  seen  at  the  base  of  the  7  in  the  date.  Lustrous. 


1572  1887  MS-67  (NGC).  A  superb  gem;  none  have  been  certified 
finer  by  NGC.  Brilliant,  satiny  surfaces. 

NGC  Population:  20;  none  finer. 

1573  1887/6-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  popular  and  elusive  branch  mint 
overdate.  Remnants  of  an  underlying  6  can  be  seen  at  the  base 
of  the  7  in  the  date.  Lustrous  and  brilliant.  Reverse  finer  than 
the  assigned  grade  indicates. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1887-0  Morgan  Dollar 


1574  1887-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  gem  Uncirculated,  despite  a 
generous  mintage  of  over  1 1.5  million  pieces  for  the  date.  Ra¬ 
diant  cartwheel  lustre  on  brilliant  surfaces. 


1575  1887-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Scarce.  Medium  cameo  con¬ 
trast  and  strong  lustre  on  each  side.  A  hint  of  gold  at  the  cen¬ 
ters. 

1576  Six  San  Francisco  silver  dollars,  all  PGGS-certified,  and  all 
brilliant  unless  noted:  ☆  1887-S  MS-64  ☆  1888-S  MS-63  ☆ 
1889-S  MS-63  ☆  1891-S  MS-64.  Lovely  golden  toning  at  the 
rims  ☆  1898-S  MS-64  ☆  1899-S  MS-64.  (Total:  6  pieces) 
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1577  1888  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem. 


1578  1888  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Scarce.  Strong  lustre  on  pale 
golden  surfaces.  A  light  cameo. 


1579  1888-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Strong  lustre  and  cameo  con¬ 
trast.  A  touch  of  rose  on  the  high  points. 

PCGS  Population:  36;  2  finer  (MS-6G  ^MPL  finest) 

1580  Certified  Morgan  dollar  trio:  ☆  1888-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS) 
☆  1904  MS-64  (2).  One  PCGS,  and  the  other  NGC.  Each  deli¬ 
cately  toned.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1581  1889  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 


Choice  Prooflike  1889-CC  Dollar 


Classic  Rarity 

1582  1889-CC  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  The  mir¬ 
ror  fields  and  frosty  devices  are  relatively 
free  of  the  bagmarks  that  generally  charac¬ 
terize  this  variety.  A  hint  of  warm  gold  at 
the  rims.  One  of  the  most  prized  rarities  in 
the  Morgan  dollar  series,  behind  just  the 
1895  Proof-only  issue  and  the  1893-S  in 
desirability  and  importance.  From  a  mint¬ 
age  of  350,000  pieces. 

PCGS  Population:  58;  5  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Not  only  is  this  a  key  to  the  series,  but  among 
Carson  City  Morgan  dollars  it  is  first  and  foremost, 
leagues  ahead  of  the  runners-up,  the  1879-CC  and 
the  1893-CC.  Although  hoards  amounting  to  sev¬ 
eral  thousand  1889-CC  dollars  were  reported  de¬ 
cades  ago,  they  have  been  stubborn  about  coming 
to  the  market,  or  else  they  have  been  filtered  into 
the  market  slowly,  for  today  even  a  single  Mint 
State  coin  is  an  object  of  admiration  and  a  center  of 
attention. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


Desirable  1889-CC  Morgan  Dollar 


1583  1889-CC  AU-58  PI.  (NGC).  Highly  reflective  fields  and  lightly 
frosted  devices,  with  a  touch  of  gold  at  the  rims. 


1584  1889-CC  EF-40.  Attractive  golden  highlights.  A  very  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  highly  prized  issue. 


1585  1889-0  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Scarce.  Strong  lustre,  medium 
cameo  contrast. 

PCGS  Population:  23;  12  finer  (MS-66  DMPL  finest). 
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1586  1889-S  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Bold  cameo  contrast  and  strong 
lustre  present.  Rare  with  the  DMPL  classification. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  3  finer  (MS-66  DMPL  finest). 


1592  1890-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Scarce  this  nice.  A  frosty,  lustrous 
gem. 


1593  1890-0  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS). 


Condition  Rarity  1890  Morgan  Dollar 


1587  1890  MS-65  (NGC).  Readily  available  in  all  grades  up  to  MS-64; 
after  that  point,  the  date  becomes  exceedingly  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate,  and  its  value  skyrockets  accordingly.  Satiny  and  lustrous; 
a  hint  of  gold  at  the  peripheries. 

Condition  often  plays  a  remarkable  role  in  coin  pricing.  Among  the  dra¬ 
matic  instances  of  such  is  the  1890  silver  dollar,  which  in  MS-65  grade  hand¬ 
ily  crosses  the  $  1 ,000  mark,  but  which,  if  well  worn,  has  a  market  value  of 
less  than  $10! 

1588  1890  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices.  Attractive  mirror 
fields. 

PCGS  Population:  40;  2  finer  (MS-65  DMPL  finest). 

1589  1890  MS-64  DMPL  (ANACS).  A  cameo-like  piece  with  lustrous 
devices  and  mirror  fields.  Light  golden  toning. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1890-CC  Morgan  Dollar 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1590  1890-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  A  satiny,  prooflike  gem  with 
strong  lustre  and  pleasing  cameo  contrast.  Rare  at  this  grade 
level,  and  among  the  finest  graded  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  none  finer. 


1591  1890-CC  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lustrous  devices 
and  mirror  fields. 


1594  1890-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  largely  brilliant  gem,  save  for  attrac¬ 
tive  golden  halos  at  the  rims. 

1595  1890-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  strong  cartwheel  lustre  on 
both  sides. 

1596  1890-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  and  lightly  toned. 

1597  1890-S  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Scarce.  Strong  cartwheel  lustre 
on  the  portrait  and  other  devices.  Mirror  fields. 

PCGS  Population:  24;  5  finer  (MS-65  DMPL  finest). 

1598  Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan  dollars,  all  PCGS-certified:  ☆  1891 
MS-63  ☆  1892  MS-63  ☆  1899  MS-64  ☆  1900  MS-65  ☆  1902  MS- 
65  ☆  1903  MS-65.  All  basically  brilliant,  some  with  delicate  ton¬ 
ing  highlights.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

Gem  Uncirculated  1891-CC  $1 


1599  1891-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splash  of  gold  on  frosty,  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  satiny  gem  example  of  the  “spitting  eagle  variety 
(a  tiny  die  chip  at  the  eagle’s  beak  gives  it  the  unusual  sobri¬ 
quet). 


Lovely  1891-CC  Morgan  Dollar 


1600  1891-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Another  lovely  gem  example  of  the 
“spitting”  eagle  variety.  Warm  golden  tones  at  the  rims. 

NGC  Population:  55;  1  finer  (MS-66). 
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Lovely  Gem  1891-CC  Morgan  Dollar 

D\1PL 


Lovely  1892-CC  Morgan  Dollar 

Gem  Uncirculated 


.«»  365  Ese  ttMt ; 


1601  1891-CC  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  satiny  beauty  with 
deep  mirror  fields  and  frosty  devices.  A  hard-to-find  variety  at 
this  level,  and  virtually  impossible  in  a  higher  numerical  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  22;  1  finer  (MS-65  DMPL). 

1602  1891-CC  MS-64.  Lustrous  with  a  splash  of  gold  on  each  side. 

1603  1891-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning. 

1604  1891-CC  MS-63.  Pale  golden  lustre. 

1605  189 1-S  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Nice  cameo  contrast  and  lustre. 

PCGS  Population:  23;  2  finer  (MS-65  DMPL  finest). 


Gem  Uncirculated  1892  DMPL  Morgan  $1 


1606  1892  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  devices.  Brilliant. 
Not  often  encountered  in  the  gem  DMPL  category. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  3  finer  (MS-65  DMPL  finest). 


Gem  Mint  State  1892-CC  $1 


1892-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Rare  this  nice.  A  sparkling  “white" 
gem  from  the  next  to  last  year  of  Carson  City  Mint  coinage 
operations.  Blazing  cartwheel  lustre  present.  Nearly  prooflike 
with  lightly  frosted  motifs  anti  highly  reflective,  satiny  fields. 
Ouite  elusive  at  the  MS-65  level,  especially  in  view  of  the  wide- 
spit  ad  demand  for  Carson  City  dollars  of  all  dates  and,  espe¬ 
cially,  the  scarcer  years  from  that  mint. 


1607 


1608  1892-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces  with  strong  cartwheel 
lustre  present. 

NGC  Population:  33;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Gem  Uncirculated  1892-CC  $1 


1609  1892-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  A  satiny  gem  with  a  hint  of  gold  at  the 
rims  and  nearly  prooflike  surfaces.  Rare  this  nice. 

NGC  Population:  33;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


1610  1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  a  splash  of  gold  at 
Liberty’s  neck. 


1892-0  Morgan  Dollar  Rarity 

Gem  Uncirculated 


1611  1892-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  rare  date  in  gem  Mint  State.  Among 
the  Finest  of  the  date  certified  by  PCGS.  Sharply  struck  for  the 
date,  with  all  but  a  few  strands  of  hair  above  Miss  Liberty  s  ear 
fully  rendered.  Highly  lustrous  with  a  touch  of  gold  on  both 
sides. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  2  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


1612  1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant,  highly  lustrous. 
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Attractive  1892-0  Morgan  $1 


A  Condition  Rarity  DMPL 


1613  1892-0  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Strong  cameo  contrast  and 
lovely  golden  lustre  present.  Rare  at  the  assigned  grade  level. 
A  lovely  coin  with  strong  visual  appeal. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  2  finer  (MS-65  DMPL  finest). 

1614  1893  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  desirable  low-mintage  date;  only 
378,000  pieces  of  the  date  were  struck  for  circulation.  Top  of  3 
in  date  repunched.  Frosty  and  lustrous. 


We  have  always  been  a  proponent  of  split  grading.  That  is,  if  the  obverse 
o(  a  coin  can  be  graded  at  one  number  and  the  reverse  at  another,  both 
grade  numbers  should  be  stated— this  gives  the  intending  purchaser  a  better 
idea  of  what  to  expect.  However,  “scientific  grading"  (so  called)  mandates 
just  a  single  number  to  cover  everything. 


1619  1893-CC  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Reverse  considerably  finer. 


1620  1893-CC  MS-60.  Highly  lustrous  and  attractively  toned,  with 
the  overall  appeal  of  a  higher  grade.  Some  faint  hairlines 
present,  perhaps  lightly  cleaned  long  ago. 


1615  1893  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

1616  Morgan  dollar  quartette,  all  certified  by  PCI:  ☆  1893  VF-25  ☆ 
1895-0  VF-25  (2)  ☆  1903-0  MS-63  PQ.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

Choice  Uncirculated  1893-CC  $1 

Prooflike 


1617  1893-CC  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  brilliant.  Choice  for 
the  grade.  From  the  final  year  of  Carson  City  Mint  coinage 
operations.  Highly  elusive  at  the  designated  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  1  finer  (MS-65  PL). 

In  1893  the  Carson  City  Mint  produced  its  final  coins  consisting  of  silver 
dollars  plus  various  gold  denominations.  From  then  until  1900  the  facility 
remained  active  as  a  depository  and  assay  facility.  In  1911  the  facility  was 
essentially  shut  down  completely,  and  long-stored  Morgan  silver  dollars 
were  shipped  by  train  to  the  Treasury  Building  in  Washington,  D.C.  The 
rest,  as  they  say,  is  history. 

Popular  1893-CC  Morgan  Dollar 


1618  1 893-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  I  .ustrous.  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  rich 
violet  anti  rose  at  the  rims.  The  reverse  is  considerably  finer 
Ilian  the  assigned  grade. 


Elusive  1893-0  Morgan  $1 


1621  1893-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  hard-to-find  branch  mint  issue;  just 
300,000  examples  of  the  date  were  coined.  Frosty  and  brilliant, 
just  a  few  light  marks  from  a  higher  grade. 

Morgan  silver  dollars  are  without  question  the  most  popular  and  widely 
collected  of  all  19th-century  American  coins.  Over  the  years  many  people 
have  assembled  beautiful  sets  by  bidding  in  our  auction  sales.  Virtually  every 
auction  presentation  we  have  had  has  included  a  selection  of  Morgan  silver 
dollars.  The  present  catalogue  is  particularly  rich  in  its  diversity,  containing 
virtually  all  of  the  important  issues,  often  in  a  selection  of  grades. 

Important  1893-S  Morgan  $1 

Low-Mintage  Rarity 


1622  1893-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  gray  at  the  centers,  with 
warm  golden  tones  at  the  rims.  A  few  stray  marks  are  seen, 
commensurate  with  the  grade,  but  none  of  any  significance 
are  present.  From  a  mintage  of  just  100,000  coins,  the  second 
lowest  mintage  figure  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series  (just  the 
Proof-only  1895  rarity  has  a  lower  mintage  figure).  Eagerly 
sought  in  all  grades  as  the  key  to  the  regular-issue  dates. 
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Among  extant  1893-S  silver  dollars,  most  seem  to  be  clus¬ 
tered  in  the  VF  range.  Pieces  in  EF  preserv  ation  are  rare,  and 
AU  examples  are  rarer  yet.  When  it  comes  to  Mint  State,  only  a 
few  survive.  It  seems  that  most  of  this  mintage  went  directly 
into  circulation  at  or  near  the  year  1893,  and  by  the  time  that 
there  was  a  widespread  interest  in  collecting  Morgan  dollars 
(which  did  not  happen  until  the  1930s),  virtually  all  had  ac¬ 
quired  much  wear. 


Desirable  1893-S  Rarity 


v  (g, 

JUi  &!! 


1623  1893-S  EF-40.  Even  silver  gray  surfaces  with  a  hint  of  gold.  Di¬ 
agnostic  die  dot  in  left  foot  of  R,  diagonal  line  in  crossbar  of  T 
in  LIBERTY. 


Genuine  specimens  of  the  1893-S  Morgan  dollar  can  be  verified  by  two 
distinct  diagnostic  marks  which  are  found  in  the  word  LIBERTY  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  crown.  One  of  these  diagnostics  is  found  in  the  lower  rear  leg  of 
the  R,  where  a  small  dot,  said  by  some  to  resemble  the  “Playboy  Bunny” 
logo,  is  found.  The  other  diagnostic  is  a  thin  diagonal  line  that  runs  from 
the  viewer's  upper  right  to  lower  left  in  the  crossbar  of  the  T,  directly  above 
the  upright  of  that  letter. 


1624  1893-S  VF-35.  Pale  golden  surfaces.  All  diagnostic  marks 
present. 


Low-Mintage  1894  Morgan  Dollar 


1625  1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  From  a  small  mintage  of  1 1 1,000  busi¬ 
ness  strikes,  the  third  lowest  mintage  figure  in  the  Morgan  dol¬ 
lar  series  (behind  only  the  1893-S  and  1895  rarities).  Certainly 
the  scarcest  of  all  Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan  dollar  business 
strike  dates.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

1626  1894  AC  58. 


Desirable  1894-0  Morgan  $1 

Gem  Uncirculated 


1627  1894-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  desirable  and  fairly  elusive  date  and 
mintmark  at  the  gem  Mint  State  level.  A  satiny  gem,  frosty  and 
lustrous  with  a  hint  of  gold  at  the  obverse  rim. 


1628  1894-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre.  Another  attrac¬ 
tive  issue. 


Important  1895-0  Morgan  Dollar 

Rare  in  Mint  State 


1629  1895-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  From  a  modest  mintage  for  the  date  of 
450,000  pieces,  apparently  few  of  which  escaped  circulation. 
This  issue  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  Morgan  dollar 
series  when  found  in  Uncirculated  condition.  Fully  brilliant 
with  a  hint  of  golden  lustre.  An  elusive  variety  that  always  sees 
spirited  bidding  activity  when  an  Uncirculated  example 
crosses  the  auction  block. 

When  the  editor  of  the  present  catalogue  (QDB)  was  preparing  the  two- 
volume  work,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia,  it  was  found  that  among  Morgan  silver  dollars,  the  1895-0  was 
the  only  mintmark  variety  that  was  not  specifically  known  to  exist  in  even  a 
small  hoard!  Thus,  in  this  respect  the  1895-0  stands  alone. 

Relative  to  this  two-volume  set,  it  has  been  out  of  print  for  a  year  or  two  or 
three,  and  we  are  contemplating  updating  and  reissuing  it.  If  memory 
serves,  about  3,500  sets  were  originally  sold,  quite  impressive  considering 
the  price  and  number  of  pages  involved.  If  we  sense  that  a  new  wave  of  buy¬ 
ers  exist  to  the  extent  that,  say,  1,000  or  more  sets  can  be  sold,  we  may  begin 
the  revision  and  updating  process.  Another  thought  we  have  had  is  to  issue 
the  work  in  a  series  of  related  volumes,  much  like  the  Time-Life  series  in 
American  history.  In  that  way  the  large  two-volume  set  would  be  divided 
into,  say,  six  smaller  volumes  of  similar  appearance,  but  with  specialized 
content— one  on  early  silver  dollars  1794-1804,  another  on  trade  dollars  of 
1873,  1885,  and  so  on.  If  any  readers  have  any  comments  concerning  this, 
address  a  separate  note  (apart  from  your  bid  sheet)  to  QDB. 


1630  1895-0  AU-50.  Light  gold  toning  on  lustrous  surfaces. 
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Scarce  1895-S  Morgan  $1 


1631  1895-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  slightly  reflective 
fields  and  strong  cartwheel  lustre.  A  nice  coin  for  the  grade. 

The  1895-S,  with  a  mintage  of  just  400,000  pieces,  is  one  of 
the  scarcer  San  Francisco  issues  in  all  grades.  In  Mint  State 
only  a  few  thousand  pieces  are  known  to  exist,  a  small  number 
relative  to  the  tens  of  thousands  of  specialists  seeking  a  nice 
example. 

Earlier  we  mentioned  that  in  the  low-end  sweepstakes  among  Morgan  sil¬ 
ver  dollars,  the  1891-0  takes  “honors”  for  normally  being  the  most  poorly 
struck.  With  regard  to  coins  found  with  heavy  bagmarks,  from  being  moved 
about  in  bank  and  treasury  vaults,  the  two  Morgan  dollar  issues  most  often 
seen  are  the  1893-CC  and  1895-S.  Indeed,  some  of  these  are  so  heavily 
bagmarked  that  if  seems  as  though  they  were  jingled  around  continuously 
for  years  at  a  time!  Thus,  when  acquiring  either  one  of  these  varieties— 1893- 
CC  or  1895-S— for  a  collection,  it’s  worthwhile  to  seek  an  MS-63  or  better 
example,  if  Mint  State  is  desired. 


1632  1895-S  AU-50.  Rich  golden  toning  on  lustrous  surfaces. 


1639  1897  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  relatively  common  date  that  becomes 
quite  scarce  in  gem  Mint  State.  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces.  A 
beauty! 

1640  1897  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  light  cameo  contrast. 


Very  Scarce  1897-0  Dollar 


1641  1897-0  MS-63  (NGC).  A  very  scarce  date  in  Uncirculated  con¬ 
dition  despite  a  generous  mintage  of  nearly  4.1  million  pieces. 
Evidently  most  of  the  mintage  was  sent  into  circulation,  as 
Mint  State  survivors  are  difficult  to  come  by.  Fully  lustrous  and 
brilliant,  with  a  hint  of  golden  highlights. 


1642  1897-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  lustrous,  and  fully  bril¬ 
liant. 


1643  1897-0  MS-60  DMPL.  Warm  golden  toning  is  present  at  the 
rims. 


1633  1896  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous.  A  common  date  in  an 
uncommon  grade  level.  The  only  specimen  certified  at  this 
grade  by  NGC. 

NGC  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

1634  1896  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty  gem. 

*  • 

1635  1896  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  A  readily  available  date, 
but  still  lovely  to  behold  at  this  grade  level. 

1636  1896-0  MS-60.  Light  golden  lustre  on  both  sides.  A  scarce  date 
in  Mint  State,  although  readily  available  in  lower  grades. 

1637  1896-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Nicer  than  the  grade  implies. 
One  of  the  key  issues  of  the  series,  among  the  scarcer  San 
Francisco  varieties  in  the  Morgan  series.  Always  in  demand. 

1638  1896-S  AU-58.  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a  hint  of  gold  on  each 
side. 


1644  1897-S  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  moderate 
cameo  contrast. 


1645  1897-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  on  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces. 


1646  1898  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre. 
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Superb  Gem  Uncirculated  1898-0  $1 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1647  1898-0  MS-67  (NGC).  A  superb,  lustrous  gem  of  virtually  mag¬ 
nificent  quality.  Satiny,  brilliant  surfaces. 

NGC  Population:  22;  none  finer. 

Considering  that  there  are  "zillions"  of  Mint  State  1898-0  Morgan  dollars 
around,  the  status  of  this  piece  as  being  in  the  highest  level  of  NGC  certifica¬ 
tion  is  quite  significant. 

Anyone  writing  a  popular  essay  on  Morgan  silver  dollars  must  of  necessity 
highlight  the  1898-0  and  related  1903-0  and  1904-0  issues  as  among  the 
most  pivotal  in  this  or  any  other  American  specialty.  The  appearance  of 
long-hidden  hoards  of  these  three  New  Orleans  varieties,  which  came  on  the 
market  in  autumn  1962,  forever  changed  American  numismatics.  We  pre¬ 
sume  that  most  readers  of  Bowers  and  Merena  catalogues  are  familiar  with 
this  scenario,  but  if  someone  is  not  and  would  care  to  address  a  note  to  the 
editor  (QDB),  we  will  photocopy  a  few  pages  from  our  aforementioned  Sil¬ 
ver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  and 
fill  you  in  on  the  fascinating  details— no  charge,  happy  to  do  it. 


1648  1898-S  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Scarce.  Warm  golden  highlights 
on  each  side.  Strong  lustre  and  moderate  cameo  details 
present. 

PCGS  Population:  24;  2  finer  (MS-65  DMPL  finest). 


1649  1899  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Deep  mirror  fields  and  lightly 
frosted  devices  exhibit  light  golden  highlights.  A  popular  low- 
mintage  date. 

PCGS  Population:  32;  7  finer  (MS-66  DMPL  finest). 


1650  1899  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Lustrous  steel  gray  with  a  light  cameo 
appearance  on  each  side.  Scarce  this  nice. 

1651  Certified  silver  dollar  trio;  ☆  1899  MS-65  (INS).  Our  grade  is 
MS-64  i<  1908  MS-00  PL  (INS).  Our  grade  is  MS-05  PL  ☆  1928 
MS-08  (ANACS).  All  are  very  lightly  toned.  (Total:  8  pieces) 


High-Grade  1899-S  Morgan  $1 


1652  1899-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Rare  this  nice.  Prooflike  in  appearance, 
though  not  mentioned  as  such  on  the  holder.  Strong  cartwheel 
lustre  on  both  sides. 

1653  1899-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Scarce  this  nice. 

1654  1900-0/CC  MS65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  brilliant  gem  specimen 
of  one  of  the  most  popular  varieties  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series. 

In  1900  a  half  dozen  reverse  dies  earlier  intended  for  the  Carson  City 
Mint,  and  each  bearing  a  CC  mintmark,  were  altered  by  overstamping  with 
an  overmintmark.  By  that  time  the  Carson  City  Mint  had  been  out  of  coin¬ 
age  operation  for  a  long  time,  since  1893,  and  it  was  realized  that  no  further 
operations  would  take  place.  Rather  than  waste  the  dies,  they  were 
overpunched  with  O  mintmarks,  as  noted,  and  shipped  to  New  Orleans, 
where  they  were  put  into  service  to  create  the  variety  offered  here. 

The  1900-0/CC  has  its  own  fascinating  story,  a  bit  more  expansive  than 
what  we  have  said  here,  and  should  any  reader  desire  a  printout  concerning 
it,  just  drop  your  editor  a  note  with  the  request. 

1655  1900-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem,  nearly 
prooflike  on  both  sides. 

1656  1901-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 

1657  1901-S  MS-63.  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces. 

1658  1902-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 

1659  1903  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  reflective  surfaces. 


Lustrous  1903-S  Morgan  Dollar 


1660  1903-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  scarce  variety  in  all  grades,  especially 
so  in  choice  Llncirculated  preservation.  Highly  reflective,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  Nicer  than  typically  encountered  for  the  grade. 
Among  the  top  half  dozen  or  so  most  important  San  Francisco 
Mint  Morgan  dollars. 
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1661  1904  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Rich  golden  gray  iridescence  on  both 
sides.  One  of  650  Proofs  of  the  date  struck  in  the  next-to-final 
year  of  Morgan  dollar  coinage;  the  design  type,  with  some 
slight  modifications,  appeared  again  (and  for  the  final  time)  in 
1921. 

Early  in  the  present  century  there  was  a  flurry  of  investment  activity  and 
hoarding  relative  to  the  1904  Morgan  dollar,  and  for  many  years  this  par¬ 
ticular  date  was  one  of  the  most  difficult  to  find,  and  most  expensive  among 
coins  of  that  design.  Later,  the  hoard  “broke,”  and  today  examples  are  rare 
in  accordance  with  the  low  mintage,  but  not  as  hard  to  find  as  they  once 
were. 


1662  1904-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  specimen  of  this  highly 
prized  issue,  another  key  to  the  Morgan  dollar  series,  another 
highly  prized  San  Francisco  Mint  scarcity.  In  relation  to  the 
tremendous  demand  for  coins  at  the  MS-63  level,  there  are 
relatively  few  to  go  around.  Another  important  opportunity  in 
the  present  sale. 

1663  1904-S  AU-50.  Lustrous. 

1664  1921  Morgan.  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  first  year  of  Morgan  dollar 
coinage  since  1904.  Satiny,  lustrous  surfaces. 

1665  192 1-D  Morgan.  MS-66  (NGC).  The  only  year  of  Morgan  dol¬ 
lar  coinage  from  the  Denver  Mint.  Among  the  finest  known 
for  the  date.  Lustrous. 

NGC  Population:  59;  none  finer. 

Tiny  D  mintmark,  much  smaller  than  one  might  expect— obviously  a  mint- 
mark  intended  for  a  smaller  denomination  but  quickly  put  into  service  for 
the  hastily  conceived  1921  Morgan  dollar  issue. 

1666  1921  Peace.  MS-63  (PCGS).  The  first  year  of  the  Peace  dollar 
type.  Struck  in  high  relief,  quite  different  from  the  general 
style  adopted  in  1922.  Fairly  well  struck,  certainly  in  the  top 
10%  of  known  specimens  in  this  regard.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

1667  Nearly  complete  set  of  Peace  dollars:  tc  1921  MS-63  if  1922 
MS-64  ☆  1922-D  MS-62  ☆  1922-S  MS-63  ☆  1923  MS-60  ☆  1923- 
S  MS-63  ☆  1924  MS-64  ☆  1924-S  MS-63  ☆  1925  MS-63  ☆  1925- 
S  MS-60  ☆  1926  MS-62  ☆  1926-D  AU-58  ☆  1926-S  MS-63  ☆ 
1927  AU-58  ☆  1927-D  AU-58  ☆  1928  AU-58  ☆  1928-S  AU-50  ☆ 
1934  MS-63  ☆  1934-D  AU-58  ☆  1935  MS-63  ☆  1935-S  AU-50.  A 
nice  group,  housed  in  a  custom  Dansco  album.  (Total:  21 
pieces) 

1668  1924  MS-66  (NGC).  A  lovely,  satiny  gem  with  strong  golden 
lustre. 


Key  Date  1934-S  Peace  $1 

Choice  Uncirculated 


1669  1934-S  MS-63.  Highly  lustrous.  The  key  date  to  the  short-lived 
Peace  dollar  series,  especially  in  Mint  State.  The  presently  of¬ 
fered  MS-63  represents  a  nice  compromise  between  high 
grade  and  relatively  reasonable  price. 

From  the  Hollinbeck  Coin  Co.  (A.M.  Kagin  and  Paul  Kagin)  sale 
of  April  30,  1956,  Lot  1663. 

Trade  dollars 

Our  offering  of  trade  dollars  is,  in  a  phrase,  short  and  sweet. 
Enjoy! 

1670  1873  Open  3.  Proof-61.  Deep  golden  gray  surfaces.  Die 
scratch  (in  the  form  of  a  raised  line)  at  Miss  Liberty’s  ankle,  as 
seen  on  all  Proofs  of  this  date.  One  of  only  865  Proofs  said  to 
have  been  minted  during  the  first  year  of  this  denomination. 

In  terms  of  availability  of  Proof  trade  dollars  today,  the  1873  is  the  most 
elusive  of  the  1873-1883  series  of  1 1  dates.  Next  most  elusive  is  the  1874.  In 
the  era  in  which  these  coins  were  struck,  numismatists  paid  little  attention 
to  them.  Trade  dollars  dated  1873,  1874,  and  1875  were  legal  tender  at  the 
time  of  issue  (as  were  1876  trade  dollars  until  July  22,  1876),  and  pieces  ac¬ 
quired  as  part  of  sets  were  simply  “spent."  In  contrast,  later  trade  dollars, 
especially  those  1878-1883,  were  recognized  as  scarcities  or  rarities,  due  to 
their  total  low  mintages,  and  more  were  saved  by  collectors.  In  fact,  relative 
to  1879  and  1880  trade  dollars  there  was  a  small  speculative  fever  in  these 
that  lasted  just  for  a  few  months  (details  were  given  in  Dave  Bowers’  two- 
volume  book  set,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia). 

From  the  Hollinbeck  Coin  Co.  (A.M.  Kagin  and  Paul  Kagin)  sale 
of  October  31,  1957,  Lot  923. 


1671  1873  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  frosty  and  lustrous  specimen.  Choice 
for  the  grade.  Quite  elusive  in  all  Mint  State  categories,  par¬ 
ticularly  so  in  MS-63  or  finer.  A  dandy  coin  to  illustrate  the  de¬ 
nomination  in  a  high-quality  type  set. 
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1672  1874-CC  MS-60.  Lustrous  pale  rose  surfaces.  A  popular 
branch  mint  issue. 

In  recent  times  we  have  noted  a  renewed  appreciation  of  the  trade  dollar 
series,  jusdy  deserved  in  our  opinion— for  trade  dollars  are  among  the  most 
interesting  of  all  19th-century  numismatic  issues. 

1673  1875-S  Chopmarks  on  obverse.  MS-60.  Highly  lustrous.  The 
chopmarks  on  the  obverse  indicate  that  this  piece  fulfilled  its 
intended  purpose  by  circulating  in  the  Orient. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1876  Trade  Dollar 

Type  I  Obverse  And  Reverse 


1674  1876  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces  lightly  toned 
in  soft  gold.  Ends  of  Liberty’s  ribbon  point  to  left,  berry  under 
claw  on  reverse. 

This  variety  is  a  candidate  for  being  struck  as  legal  tender,  which  provision 
die  Treasury  Department  repealed  on  July  22,  1876. 


1676  1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  satiny  specimen  of  a  popu¬ 
lar  branch  mint  issue.  Light  rose  and  gold  highlights  on  each 
side. 


Cameo  Proof  1878  Trade  Dollar 

First  Proof-Only  Issue 


1677  1878  Proof-64.  A  lovely  cameo  Proof  with  deep  mirror  fields 
and  frosted,  sharply  struck  motifs.  A  hint  of  gold  at  the  rims. 
One  of  900  Proofs  of  the  date  struck. 

In  1878  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  no  business  strikes  were  struck,  thus  iso¬ 
lating  the  900  Proofs  as  the  only  issues  of  the  variety.  This  inaugurated  a 
trend  for  Proof-only  trade  dollars  that  extended  through  1883  and,  in  time, 
became  very  popular  with  collectors.  Later,  in  1884  and  1885,  a  few  pieces 
were  struck  and  privately  distributed. 

1678  1878-S  AU-55.  Deep  gunmetal-blue  at  the  obverse  rims,  mostly 
brilliant  on  the  reverse.  Prooflike  on  the  reverse. 

1679  1880  Proof-61  (PCGS).  A  Proof-only  date,  one  of  1,987  pieces 
struck.  Warm  golden  iridescence  on  both  sides. 

This  issue  represented  the  high-water  mark  in  Proof  trade  dollar  issuance, 
the  result  of  a  mini-speculation  in  Proof-only  trade  dollars  which  peaked  in 
late  1879  and  early  1880  (a  somewhat  related  event  took  place  with  gold 
dollars).  Low  mintage  figures  are  forever  captivating  to  the  imagination, 
and  today  any  example  of  the  1880  trade  dollar  brought  to  market  finds  a 
receptive  audience. 


End  of  Session 


Uncirculated  1877-S  Trade  $1 


1675  1877-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  on  the  obverse,  with 
some  light  rose  and  gold  on  the  reverse.  Nicely  struck  overall. 
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Saturday  Morning,  March  7,  10:00  AM  Sharp 

United  States  Coins:  Lots  2001-2296;  2309-2397;  2410-2457 
Territorial  Gold  Coins:  Lots  2297-2308;  Pattern  Coins:  Lots  2398-2409 
California  Small  Denomination  Gold  and  Error  Coins:  Lots  2458-2470 
Exonumia,  Currency,  and  Americana:  Lots  2471-2706 
World  Coins  and  Currency:  Lots  2707-2799 


Gold  dollars _ 

Our  selection  of  gold  dollars  includes  many  items  of  broad 
interest  including  early  issues  that  are  quite  suitable  for  type 
sets.  Beyond  that,  there  are  a  number  of  scarce  and  rare  issues 
that  will  catch  the  eye  of  the  connoisseur,  among  which  is  an 
1855-0  in  AU-58  grade,  the  seldom  seen  1858-D,  a  Mint  State 
1859  of  notable  quality,  the  finest  1859-S  certified  by  PCGS,  a 
gem  Proof  1881,  an  especially  choice  Mint  State  1885,  and  a 
gem  Proof  1888. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2001  1849  Open  Wreath,  Large  Head,  L  on  neck.  MS-63.  Breen- 
6003.  Lustrous,  scarce  this  nice. 

This  marks  the  first  year  of  the  gold  dollar  series,  which  was  produced 
with  relish  and  enthusiasm  through  and  including  the  late  1850s,  less  so  in 
the  early  1860s,  for  all  practical  purposes  concluding  with  the  coinage  of 
1862.  Although  some  were  minted  in  later  years,  gold  dollars  never  circu¬ 
lated  after  the  summer  of  1862,  and  later  issues  were  mainly  sold  at  a  pre¬ 
mium  through  banks  and  other  outlets. 

2002  Selection  of  gold  dollars:  ☆  1849  Open  Wreath,  Large  Head, 
L  on  neck.  AU-58.  Breen-6003.  Reverse  toning  spot  ☆  1850 
AU-55  ☆  1852  AU-50  ☆  1853  (2).  MS-60,  and  AU-55  ☆  1854 
Type  I.  AU-58  ☆  1860  MS-60,  reverse  scratch.  (Total:  7  pieces) 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2003  1849  Closed  Wreath,  Large  Head,  L  on  neck.  MS-62.  Breen- 
6005.  Satiny,  lustrous  surfaces. 


2004  1849-C  Closed  Wreath.  VF-20.  Scarce,  only  11,634  examples 
were  coined.  A  popular  branch  mint  issue  from  the  first  year 
of  the  denomination. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2005  1849-0  MS-62.  Open  Wreath  reverse,  as  are  all  1849-0  gold 
dollars.  A  lustrous  specimen  of  a  popular  and  somewhat  scarce 
(in  Mint  State)  issue.  Much  more  difficult  to  locate  than  its 
Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart. 

2006  Gold  dollar  date  run,  all  Type  I:  ☆  1850  AU-55  ☆  1851  AU-58 
☆  1852  MS-60  ☆  1853  MS-60.  A  nice  group.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2007  Gold  dollar  foursome:  ☆  1850  EF-45  ☆  1853  EF-45  ☆  1861  EF- 
40  ☆  1874  EF-45.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2008  1851  MS-63.  Highly  lustrous  with  attractive  gold  and  rose  on 
both  sides.  Choice. 

2009  1851  MS-62.  Lustrous. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2010  185 1-C  AU-50.  Pale  greenish  gold  with  ample  lustre  remain¬ 
ing.  Minor  file  marks  are  noted  on  the  reverse  rim  at  1:00. 
Otherwise,  this  is  a  nearly  problem-free  example. 
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201 1  New  Orleans  gold  dollar  trio:  ft  1851-0  AU-50  ft  1852-0  EE- 
40  ft  1853-0  AU-50.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2012  Gold  dollars:  ft  1852  AU-50  ☆  1857  AU-53  ft  1874  (2).  AU-58 
and  AU-55.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2013  1852-C  EF-45.  Much  lustre  remains.  A  low-mintage  rarity. 
Only  9,434  examples  of  the  date  were  struck.  Repunched  18  in 
date. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2014  1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  rose  highlights. 
A  nice  representative  of  the  type. 

2015  1853  MS-62.  Lustrous. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

2016  1853  MS-62.  Frosty  and  lustrous. 

2017  1853  MS-62.  Lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces. 

2018  Group  of  six  1853  gold  dollars:  ft  ALT-58  ft  AU-55  (2)  ft  AU-50 
(3).  (Total:  6  pieces) 


Uncirculated  1854  Type  II  Gold  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2019  1854  Type  II.  MS-60  (NGC).  A  frosty  and  lustrous  specimen 
from  the  first  year  of  a  short-lived  design  type  (1854-1856). 
Struck  from  clashed  dies,  as  frequently  seen  for  the  date.  A 
solid  coin  for  the  grade. 


2020  1855  AU-58.  A  lustrous  example  of  a  popular  date  and  design 
type,  struck  for  just  three  years. 


2021 


1855  AU-55.  Rich  gold  on  lustrous  surfaces. 


(photo  enlarged  to 


twice  actual  size) 


2022  1855-0  AU-58.  Lustrous.  Popular  and  desirable  as  the  only 
Type  II  gold  dollar  issue  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  Several 
dozen  times  rarer  than  the  Philadelphia  Mint  issue. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2023  1856-S  Type  II.  EF-45.  Warm  golden  highlights.  The  scarcest 
year  associated  with  the  Type  II  design. 

The  1856-S  is  a  design  anomaly.  In  this  year  the  new  Type  III  design  was 
implemented  at  Philadelphia  and  other  branch  mints,  but,  apparently,  new 
style  dies  were  not  sent  to  San  Francisco  in  time  for  coinage.  The  communi¬ 
cations  from  Philadelphia  (where  all  dies  were  made)  and  San  Francisco 
were  very  slow  in  1855-1856,  and  a  two-way  exchange  typically  required  a 
month  or  more,  assuming  that  there  were  no  points  of  give-and-take  discus¬ 
sion.  In  contrast,  communication  could  be  conducted  by  telegraph  to  the 
other  branch  mints. 

2024  1858-D  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  EF-45,  but  planchet  very 
slightly  bent.  Lustrous  in  the  protected  areas  of  the  design. 
Rare  in  all  grades,  as  Georgia’s  branch  mint  struck  but  3,477 
gold  dollars  of  the  date.  A  nice  example  overall;  the  planchet 
bend  is  so  slight  as  to  nearly  defy  detection.  Weak  at  the  first  8 
and  5  of  the  date,  a  diagnostic  of  this  rarity.  This  piece  merits 
close  examination  by  intending  bidders,  as  the  value  is  uncer¬ 
tain,  but  may  be  higher  than  our  description  indicates;  per¬ 
haps  we  are  being  too  conservative. 


Superb  Gem  1859  Gold  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


2025  1859  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  satiny  orange-gold  surfaces. 
A  rarity  at  this  grade  level  despite  a  plentiful  mintage  of 
168,244  business  strikes.  Among  the  finest  known  of  the  date. 
NGC  Population:  3;  1  finer  (MS-67). 


Helpful  Hints 

Most  of  our  clients  receiving  this  catalogue  will  bid  by 
mail.  With  many  years  of  experience  in  the  field,  we  have 
refined  mail  bidding  to  a  very  easy  procedure.  Please 
read  our  Terms  of  Sale,  found  in  the  front  of  the 
catalogue,  which  outline  our  policies,  and  also  give  many 
helpful  hints  on  how  to  increase  your  bidding  success. 
Then,  send  your  bid  sheet  to  us.  We  ll  do  the  resl! 
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Remarkable  1859-S  Gold  $1 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 


2026  1859-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  surfaces  display  pale  rose 
highlights.  Lustrous.  A  prominent  rarity  in  Mint  State.  PCGS 
has  certified  just  six  examples  of  the  date  in  all  Mint  State 
grades.  At  the  time  of  issue  the  1859-S  was  ignored  by  numis¬ 
matists,  and  not  even  the  Mint  Cabinet  had  secured  a  speci¬ 
men.  The  coinage  of  15,000  pieces  went  unceremoniously  into 
circulation,  where  the  coins  quickly  became  worn.  Today,  even 
an  MS-60  piece  would  be  notable.  The  connoisseur  will  appre¬ 
ciate  that  the  present  specimen  may  be  a  now-or-never  situa¬ 
tion.  Once  sold,  when  may  another  opportunity  recur?  Or,  will 
one  recur  at  all? 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


2027  1861  MS-62.  Lustrous.  Struck  from  clashed  dies. 

The  careful  student  of  silver  and  gold  coinage  of  the  year  1861  knows  full 
well  that  business  strikes  in  all  denominations  were  usually  made  from  in¬ 
completely  finished  dies,  with  many  parallel  striations.  When  dies  clashed 
during  the  coining  or  setup  process,  they  were  rarely  replaced,  but  were 
continued  in  service.  Thus,  coins  of  this  year,  if  studied  under  magnifica¬ 
tion,  reveal  more  idiosyncrasies  than  just  about  any  other  date  of  the  era. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2028  1862  MS-63.  Lustrous  surfaces  exhibit  warm  rose  highlights. 
From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2030  1880  MS-64,  prooflike.  Frosty  devices  and  mirror  fields  form  a 
pleasing  cameo.  One  of  1,600  examples  of  the  date  produced 
for  general  circulation.  However,  this  issue  attracted  specula¬ 
tive  interest  at  the  time,  and  a  fair  number  were  saved.  The 
present  example  is  a  business  strike,  although  in  many  aspects 
it  resembles  a  Proof.  A  lint  mark  is  seen  under  ERICA. 


Gem  Proof  1881  Gold  Dollar 

Just  87  Specimens  Struck 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2031  1881  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deep  cameo  features.  Breen-6103,  his 
“normal”  date,  without  repunching  in  the  8s.  A  lovely  gem 
Proof  survivor  from  a  modest  mintage  of  just  87  pieces. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  4  finer  (Proof-65  finest). 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2029  1874  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous. 


2032  1883  MS-64,  prooflike.  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces.  Scarce. 

2033  1884  MS-62,  prooflike.  Lustrous,  reflective  surfaces. 


Lustrous  Gem  1885  Gold  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2034  1885  MS-66  (NGC).  A  lovely,  lustrous  gem  with  prooflike 
fields  and  frosty  devices.  It  is  easy  to  imagine  that  this  will  be  a 
centerpiece  in  a  fine  collection  of  United  States  gold  coins  In 
design  types  (or  equally  at  home  in  a  date  set). 
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(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2035  1885  MS-63.  Highly  lustrous.  Traces  of  die  crumbling  seen  in 
the  denticles  on  both  sides. 

2036  1887  MS-63.  A  frosty  specimen  from  the  waning  years  of  gold 
dollar  coinage.  Sharp  and  lustrous. 


Gem  Proof  1888  Gold  $1 

Among  Finest  Known 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2037  1888  Proof-65.  A  splendid  gem  Proof,  brilliant,  with  cameo 
contrast  against  mirror  fields.  Certainly  this  is  one  of  the  very 
finest  in  existence  anywhere.  A  prize  for  the  specialist. 

Mint  records  state  that  1,079  Proofs  of  the  gold  dollar  were  struck  this 
year.  However,  this  in  no  way  is  indicative  of  the  number  of  survivors.  As 
published  mintage  figures  dramatically  relate,  there  was  a  popular  specula¬ 
tion  in  Proof  gold  dollars  beginning  in  1884,  and  from  that  time  through 
1889  higher  than  usual  numbers  were  produced.  Most  of  these  were  sold  to 
members  of  the  public,  not  to  dedicated  numismatists.  The  ordering  was 
typically  done  through  local  banks  who  forwarded  drafts  to  the  Mint  and 
acquired  pieces  for  their  customers.  In  time,  the  novelty  faded,  and  the 
pieces  simply  were  spent  or  melted. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2038  1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  satiny  gem  from  the 
penultimate  year  of  the  series. 

2039  1888  MS-63,  prooflike.  Lustrous  with  deep  mirror  fields  and 
frosty  devices. 

2040  1888  MS-62.  I  mstrous  olive-gold. 


Oi  jarter  Eagles _ 

Our  offering  of  quarter  eagles  ranges  from  seldom-seen  early 
issues  through  some  quite  notable  Classic  Head  pieces,  then  to 
some  of  the  nicest  and  rarest  Liberty  Head  specimens  to 
appear  in  any  of  our  recent  auctions.  Rounding  out  the 
denomination  are  a  number  of  important  Indian  quarter 
eagles  including  several  incredible  Proof  rarities  and  a  high- 
quality  191 1-D.  We  note  that  the  1908  Matte  Proof  quarter 
eagle  (Lot  2085)  is  one  of  a  complete  set  of  1908  Proof  gold 
coins  appearing  individually  in  the  present  sale  under  the 
respective  denominations. 


Important  1802/1  Quarter  Eagle 


2041  1802/1  Overdate.  Breen-1.  AU-55.  Semi-prooflike  in  appear¬ 
ance,  with  reflective  fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs  splashed 
with  deep  orange-gold.  A  low-mintage  rarity,  one  of  3,035 
quarter  eagles  believed  to  have  been  struck  of  this  date. 

All  1802/1  quarter  eagles  are  overdates.  Some  examples 
were  struck  in  1803  using  the  1802/1  die. 

From  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  394;  ex 
Gable:362  (Chapman,  1914) 


Desirable  1804  Quarter  Eagle 

14  Reverse  Stars 


2042  1804  14  Star  reverse.  B-l.  EF-45.  Lustrous  with  attractive 
golden  highlights.  The  popular  variety  with  14  stars  in  the  re¬ 
verse  design.  Rare,  only  3,327  examples  of  the  date  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  struck,  nearly  all  of  which  were  of  the  14 
Star  reverse  variety  (the  13  Star  reverse  variety  was  produced 
to  the  extent  of  only  a  few  pieces,  and  examples  are  great  rari¬ 
ties  today). 

On  the  present  coin  a  faint  vertical  die  crack  is  seen  behind 
Miss  Liberty’s  head  and  a  faint  bulge  is  before  her  face.  Some 
mint-caused  obverse  planchet  adjustment  marks  are  present, 
otherwise  free  of  marks  of  any  consequence.  A  small  scrape  on 
the  edge  at  1 1:30  suggests  possible  use  as  jewelry,  although  this 
is  not  readily  apparent,  even  under  low  magnification. 

From  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  395. 
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1805  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 


2043  1805  B-l.  EF-45.  Rich  golden  tones  at  the  rims.  From  a  small 
mintage  of  just  1,781  pieces,  a  low  production  figure  in  any 
U.S.  coinage  series.  Some  light  planchet  adjustment  marks  are 
present  at  the  obverse  center.  A  few  other  trivial  marks  are 
also  seen,  but  a  solid  coin  nonetheless. 

This  obverse  die  became  an  overdate  when  used  again  in  1806,  this  time 
appearing  as  1806/5. 

From  Lester  Merkin ’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  396. 


Popular  1807  Quarter  Eagle 


2044  1807  B-l.  EF-40.  Much  lustre  is  present,  particularly  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  The  obverse  was  very  lightly  brushed  long  ago,  a  few  tiny 
marks  can  be  seen  here  and  there.  This  is  the  final  date  of  the 
design  type.  The  1807,  of  which  6,812  are  reported  to  have 
been  struck,  is  the  most  readily  available  among  early  quarter 
eagles,  but  this  availability  is  relative.  In  absolute  terms,  just  a 
few  hundred  coins  exist. 

Regarding  this  identical  specimen,  Lester  Merkin’s  cata¬ 
loguer  (probably  Walter  Breen)  wrote  this  in  his  1969  sale  cata¬ 
logue:  “The  mint  bloom  is  convincing  enough  to  have  won  for 
this  piece  at  least  one  sale  as  ‘Unc.’  ” 

From  Lester  Merkin ’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  397. 


Rare  1824/1  Quarter  Eagle  Overdate 

Ex  Stickney,  1907 


2045  1824/1  Overdate.  B-l.  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous  with  reflective 
fields.  Some  light  obverse  scratches  are  present,  as  are  some 
tiny  gouges  at  Liberty’s  eye.  The  reverse  is  considerably  finer, 
with  just  a  few  trivial  marks  present.  From  a  small  mintage  of 
2,600  pieces,  all  of  which  were  overdates. 

The  former  owner,  Matthew  A.  Stickney,  of  Salem,  Massachusetts,  was 
one  of  the  foremost  numismatists  of  the  19th  century.  Beginning  his  inter¬ 
est  at  an  early  date,  in  1843  he  was  the  first  to  acquire  from  the  Mint  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  1804  silver  dollar.  If  the  purchaser  of  the  present  1824/1  quar¬ 
ter  eagle  desires  more  information  concerning  Stickney,  a  request  to  the 
editor  of  the  catalogue  (QDB)  will  bring  several  pages  of  biographical  data. 

From  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  398;  Ex 
Stickney:! 33  ( 1907). 


Scarce  1825  Quarter  Eagle 

Distant  Fraction  Variety 


2046  1825  B-l.  Net  AU-50.  Reflective  and  lustrous  with  warm 
golden  orange  surfaces.  The  Distant  Fraction  variety  (although 
“distances”  can  be  very  tiny  on  a  quarter  eagle).  Careful  exami¬ 
nation  reveals  the  name  “Jamie”  scratched  vertically  into  the 
left  obverse  field.  The  reverse,  however,  is  another  story.  It  is 
aesthetically  finer  than  the  assigned  grade,  with  a  fairly  strong 
strike  for  the  date  as  well  (the  obverse  is  weaker). 


Elusive  1829  Quarter  Eagle 

Small  Diameter 


2047  1829  B-l.  EF-45.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  strong  lustre 
on  both  sides.  No  marks  of  any  consequence  present.  The  first 
year  of  William  Kneass’s  modified  Capped  Head  design  type 
(1829-1834)  with  smaller  diameter;  it  was  reduced  by  approxi¬ 
mately  1.5mm.  From  a  modest  mintage  of  3,403  pieces,  the 
smallest  production  figure  for  the  type. 

All  quarter  eagles  of  the  early  type,  comprising  several  design  variations 
1796-1834,  are  significant  rarities  today,  some  being  especially  so.  Repro¬ 
duction  quantities  were  low  throughout  the  date  span,  for  the  needs  of  gold 
coins  in  international  commerce  were  mostly  met  by  larger  denominations, 
particularly  the  $5,  which  was  a  workhorse  coin— especially  after  the  $10  was 
discontinued  in  1804. 

Forming  a  collection  of  early  quarter  eagles,  1796-1834,  is  a  fascinating 
challenge.  There  are  no  “impossible”  rarities  with  regard  to  standard  dates 
and  overdates.  However,  if  the  reverse  variations  of  1804  are  included,  the 
13  Star  reverse  of  that  year  might  well  prove  to  be  a  first-class  headache  (of¬ 
ten,  years  can  elapse  between  auction  offerings). 

The  writer  recalls  years  ago  purchasing  a  very  nice  set  of  such  pieces  from 
Oscar  G.  Schilke,  an  old-time  Connecticut  numismatist  who  enjoyed  coins, 
coin  people,  and  coin  literature.  Arranged  side  by  side  in  a  Raymond  Na¬ 
tional”  album  page,  these  little  cameos  were  at  once  fascinating  and  desir¬ 
able.  We  recall  lingering  for  a  long  time  as  Oscar  told  the  story  of  the  acqui¬ 
sition  of  each  one— the  1796  without  obverse  stars,  the  1796  with  obverse 
stars  (rarer  but  not  as  much  in  demand),  the  seldom  seen  1  <97,  and  so  on. 
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Satiny  Gem  1834  Quarter  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2048  1834  Large  4,  Booby  Head.  No  Motto.  MS-64.  Frosty  yellow 
gold  surfaces.  Breen-6140.  A  sparkling  little  gem,  sharply 
struck  on  both  sides.  A  few  light  marks  present,  mainly  on  the 
reverse.  Classic  Head  quarter  eagles  are  not  easily  obtainable 
in  this  grade. 

This  die  variety  is  described  in  the  unpublished  notes  of  our  numismatist 
friend  Dr.  John  McCloskey  as  his  Number  4.  He  reports  that  it  is  one  of  the 
scarcer  varieties  of  the  year. 

From  Superior’s  sale  of  the  Shore  Collection,  1988,  Lot  3943. 


2052  1836  AU-50.  Lustrous.  Breen-6144.  Horizontal  die  crack 
across  obverse. 


2053  1837  MS-61  (NGC).  Breen-6145.  Light  yellow  gold  with  slight 
weakness  at  the  central  obverse.  A  few  minor  surface  marks 
are  noted  in  the  obverse  field.  Probably  lightly  cleaned  long 
ago,  but  still  quite  attractive. 

2054  1839/8-D  Overdate.  EF-45.  Breen-6151.  Lustrous;  pleasing  for 
the  grade.  Mintage  reported  as  13,674  examples,  which  may  be 
correct,  or  it  may  be  slightly  less  if  the  1838  obverse  was  still  on 
hand,  and  some  pieces  were  struck  bearing  the  1839  date. 

The  Guide  Book  notes:  “So-called  ‘9  over  8’  varieties  for  P,  C,  and  D  mints 
are  made  from  defective  punches.” 


2049  1834  No  Motto.  AU-58  (NGC).  Breen-6140.  Sharply  struck 
with  reflective  surfaces  and  minor  abrasions,  consistent  with 
the  grade. 


Prooflike  1835  Quarter  Eagle 


2055  1844  VF-25.  A  scarce,  low-mintage  date.  Only  6,784  pieces 
coined. 


2056  1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  satiny  orange-gold  sur¬ 
faces.  A  nice,  early  Coronet  quarter  eagle. 

2057  1854-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Deep  orange  toning  with  substantial 
lustre.  From  a  late  die  state  with  obverse  die  cracks  and  a  no¬ 
ticeable  bulge  above  Liberty’s  head. 

2058  1854-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Pale  yellow  gold  with  moderate  traces 
of  lustre  and  a  few  minor  marks. 


2050  1835  MS-62,  prooflike.  Breen-6141,  his  “Tall  Head”  variety. 
Split  berry,  reverse  die  of  1834,  A  and  M  of  AMERICA  widely 
spaced.  Sharply  struck  with  only  slight  central  weakness  on  the 
obverse.  Attractive,  reflective  surfaces  with  a  trace  of  orange 
toning.  A  few  trivial  hairlines  and  a  tiny  rim  bruise  below  the 
date  are  the  only  marks  worthy  of  note. 

Uncirculated  1835  Quarter  Eagle 


2051  1835  MS-62  (NGC).  Breen-6141.  Lustrous  yellow-gold  sur¬ 
faces. 

NGC  Population:  13;  6  finer  (MS-64  finest). 


Remarkable  1857-0  Quarter  Eagle 

Choice  Mint  State 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2059  1857-0  MS-63  (NGC).  A  choice  Mint  State  specimen  of  an  iv 
sue  which,  when  seen,  is  apt  to  be  in  significantly  lower  grades. 
The  present  piece  is  sharply  struck,  brilliant  and  lustrous,  with 
some  marks  in  the  field  appropriate  for  the  MS-63  designa¬ 
tion.  A  find  for  the  gold  specialist. 

NGC  Population:  4;  none  finer. 
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The  production  of  quarter  eagles  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  this  year 
amounted  to  34,000  pieces,  or  about  l/6th  of  that  accomplished  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint.  New  Orleans  was  not  close  to  any  native  source  of  gold, 
although  occasionally  supplies  came  from  Alabama  and,  more  notably,  from 
Georgia  and  the  Carolinas.  However,  New  Orleans  was  a  popular  port  on 
the  return  route  from  California,  and  steamers  leaving  Aspinwall  often 
called  there,  bringing  gold  from  the  American  West.  This,  plus  melted  coins 
of  earlier  dates,  constituted  the  main  supply  of  bullion  for  the  New  Orleans 
Mint  during  the  decade. 

As  it  has  been  noted  elsewhere  in  the  present  catalogue,  during  this  era 
there  was  no  interest  in  collecting  coins  by  mintmarks,  not  even  the  Mint 
Cabinet  set  aside  examples  of  the  branch  coinages.  Thus,  the  survival  of  a 
Mint  State  gold  coin  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance. 

2060  1860-S  EF-45.  An  attractive,  problem-free  example  of  a  scarce 
issue.  Just  35,600  coins  were  struck. 


Proof  1866  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 

A  Lovely  Gem  Cameo 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2061  1866  Proof-64  (PCGS).  This  specimen  displays  a  tiny  lint  mark 
on  Liberty’s  jaw.  Of  the  extant  population,  a  number  of  pieces 
are  impaired,  and  others  are  permanently  (we  presume)  kept 
in  museums.  The  presently  offered  specimen  is  easily  among 
the  finest  known  of  the  date.  When  offered  by  Lester  Merkin 
in  1969,  it  was  described  as  “Just  about  superb,  pristine,  flaw¬ 
less”— which  description  seems  to  be  about  as  good  as  any  we 
can  come  up  with  today. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1  finer  (Proof-66). 

The  1866  is  one  of  a  number  of  quarter  eagles  of  this  era  that  are  rare  in 
any  grade.  Even  a  well-worn  business  strike  would  be  a  great  object  of  nu¬ 
mismatic  desire.  Although  3,080  business  strikes  were  minted,  probably  not 
more  than  100  to  200  can  be  traced  today,  and  even  that  number  may  be 
overly  generous.  Regarding  Proofs,  the  Mint  struck  30  pieces  in  1866,  but 
probably  did  not  sell  them  all.  It  was  policy  to  produce  pieces  in  some  round 
figure  and  keep  them  “on  the  shelf’  awaiting  possible  sale.  If  such  did  not 
occur,  the  coins  were  put  into  circulation  at  face  value  or  melted. 

From  Lester  Merkin's  sale  of  October  1969,  Lot  402. 


Rare  Proof  1867  Quarter  Eagle 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2062  1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Strong  cameo  contrast  between  deep 
fields  and  frosted  devices.  In  its  market  appearance  in  Lester 
Merkin’s  sale  of  October  1969,  the  specimen  was  noted  as  be¬ 
ing  “identifiable  by  a  tiny  spot  of  toning  midway  between  the 
lower  neck  and  first  star.” 

Only  50  Proofs  were  coined  in  1867,  but  we  seriously  doubt 
if  more  than  half  that  number  ever  found  buyers.  And,  of 
those  that  went  into  numismatic  hands,  probably  at  least  five 
to  10  have  disappeared  or  have  become  scratched,  marked,  or 
otherwise  impaired. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  2  finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

For  those  of  you  who  enjoy  technicalities— and  we  certainly  do  here  at  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  office— we  note  that  the  diagnostic  of  this  die  is  a  faint 
crack  through  the  bottoms  of  the  6  and  7  of  the  date.  Apparently  this  oc¬ 
curred  as  a  stress  crack  (rather  than  from  extended  use  of  the  die). 

The  1867  is  another  elite  quarter  eagle  of  this  era,  one  that  in  business  strike 
format  is  quite  scarce,  thus  casting  an  even  brighter  halo  upon  the  few  re¬ 
maining  Proofs.  Only  3,200  business  strikes  were  made,  of  which,  perhaps, 
200  or  so  can  be  traced  today.  Although  it  is  not  relevant  to  the  offering  of  the 
present  gem  Proof,  we  cannot  help  but  marvel  that  the  current  Guide  Book  list¬ 
ing  of  $350  for  a  VF-20  1867  quarter  eagle  must  represent  one  of  the  best  bar¬ 
gains  anywhere;  there  are  good  buys  to  be  found  in  many  areas  of  numismat¬ 
ics,  but  they  are  unheralded,  and  one  must  search  for  them. 

From  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  October  1969,  Lot  403. 


Important  1868  Proof  Quarter  Eagle 

Among  Finest  Known 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2063  1868  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Frosted  devices  and  mirror  fields  form 
a  deep,  even  cameo.  An  important  issue  in  the  quarter  eagle 
series.  A  gem.  From  a  Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  only  25 
coins.  Few  of  the  15  or  so  survivors  from  that  mintage  could 
equal  the  present  coin. 

Given  the  mintage  of  25  Proofs,  it  is  very  difficult  to  know  today  how 
many  remain  from  it.  It  is  quite  possible  that  not  all  were  sold.  In  terms  of 
auction  appearances,  one  might  be  able  to  trace,  say,  15  examples,  but  there 
is  no  accounting  for  duplicate  offerings  of  the  same  piece.  Probably  the  mvs- 
terv  will  never  he  unraveled.  Suffice  it  to  say,  whether  there  are  10  pieces 
known  or  15,  here,  indeed,  is  a  first-class  rarity. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1  finer  (Proof-65). 

From  Lester  Merkin ’s  sale  of  October  1969,  Lot  404. 
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Low  Mintage  1869  $2.50  Rarity 

A  Cameo  Gem  (with  poignant  footnote) 


(photo  enlarged,  to  twice  actual  size) 

2064  1869  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  rarity,  one  of  just  25  Proofs  of  the 
date  coined.  Perhaps  a  dozen  to  15  or  so  exist  today,  but  the 
exact  number  will  never  be  known. 

Proofs  are  distinguished  by  having  a  raised  diagonal  line 
through  the  L  of  LIBERTY,  although  we  would  not  be  at  all 
surprised  if  this  die  was  kept  in  service  after  the  Proofs  were 
minted,  and  employed  to  make  circulation  strikes.  It  is  not 
widely  known  that  Proof  dies  were  often  used  for  circulation 
issues  (thus  somewhat  modifying  Proof  characteristics  listed  in 
various  references).  The  present  piece  is  a  splendid  gem  Proof, 
a  cameo,  and  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  first  Proofs  struck. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  3  finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

The  combined  population  reports  of  PCGS  and  NGC  indicate  that  25  ex¬ 
amples  have  been  certified— a  figure  that  equals  the  entire  known  mintage  of 
the  date!  Of  these,  PCGS  has  certified  1 1  examples  of  the  date  at  the  Proof- 
64  level.  NGC  has  certified  nine  examples  of  the  date,  all  of  them  Proof-64. 
This  large  concentration  of  pieces  in  the  Proof-64  grade  (20  all  told)  indi¬ 
cates  that  many  collectors  and/or  dealers  have  tried  upgrading  examples  of 
this  date  from  Proof-64  to  Proof-65  or  even  higher. 

Chances  are  good  that  as  time  goes  on,  30  pieces  will  be  certified,  then  50, 
then,  who  knows,  possibly  100  or  more!  This  is  fine  and  dandy,  but  it  does 
point  out,  indeed  quite  dramatically,  that  grading  service  population  re¬ 
ports  can  be  one  thing,  and  the  number  of  actually  different  specimens  of 
coins  in  existence  might  be  something  else  entirely.  We  still  recall  a  dealer 
telling  us  that  he  sent  a  1916-D  dime  to  a  grading  service  two  dozen  times 
until  finally  it  was  returned  with  the  grade  he  desired!  This  single  coin  has  a 
seeming  “population”  of  25  coins  on  the  reports  of  this  particular  grading 
business. 

From  Lester  Merkin ’s  sale  of  October  1969,  Lot  405. 


2065  1869-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Very  well-defined  design  details  with 
pristine  surfaces  and  virtually  complete  lustre.  Grade  assigned 
based  on  very  minor  friction,  otherwise  this  lovely  coin  has  the 
visual  appearance  of  a  much  higher  grade  example. 


2066  1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  orange-gold.  Knobs  of  3 
in  date  small  and  distant. 

2067  ANACS-certified  Liberty  and  Indian  quarter  eagle  trio  ☆  1873 
Open  3.  EF-40  ☆  1904  MS-60  ☆  1909  MS-62.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


Desirable  Gem  1885  Quarter  Eagle 

A  Low-Mintage  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


2068  1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Prooflike,  with  frosty  motifs  and  mirror 
fields.  A  desirable,  low-mintage  rarity,  one  of  just  800  business 
strikes  of  the  date  produced.  Easily  among  the  finest  specimens 
extant  from  that  small  mintage.  There  is  something  really  fasci¬ 
nating  about  purchasing  a  coin  of  which  fewer  than  1,000  were 
minted  all  told.  We  recommend  a  very  liberal  bid,  with  the 
buyer  being  secure  in  the  knowledge  that  he  or  she  will  have  a 
prize  quarter  eagle  to  be  enjoyed  for  many  years  to  come. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1  finer  (MS-65). 

From  Lester  Merkin’ s  sale  of  October  1969,  Lot  408. 


2069  1887  MS-60,  prooflike.  Highly  reflective  surfaces  with  lightly 
frosted  devices.  Scarce,  just  6,160  business  strikes  of  the  date 
were  produced. 

2070  1887  MS-60,  prooflike.  Reflective  prooflike  surfaces  with 
slightly  frosted  motifs. 

2071  1894  MS-60,  prooflike.  Mirror  fields  and  frosty  devices.  A 
scarce  low-mintage  date;  only  4,000  business  strikes  were  coined. 

Proof  1897  Quarter  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2072  1897  Proof-61.  Deep  mirror  fields  display  some  tiny  hairlines, 
but  still  a  choice  coin  for  the  grade.  Frosty  central  motifs.  One 
of  136  Proof  quarter  eagles  of  the  date  struck. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1898  Quarter  Eagle 


2073  1898  MS-66  (NGC).  A  satiny  gem.  Highly  lustrous.  Among  the 
finest  certified  by  NGC. 

NGC  Population:  18;  1  finer  (MS-67). 
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Gem  Proof  1899  $2.50 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2074  1899  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  stunning  gem  Proof  with  heavy 
cameo  contrast  and  a  generous  measure  of  eye  appeal.  From  a 
modest  Proof  mintage  of  150  coins. 

The  attrition  rate  of  turn-of-the-century  gold  Proof  coins  was  tremendous, 
and  we  believe  that  more  than  half  of  such  pieces  were  spent  or  melted. 

■  .  — 

— 

Proof  1900  Quarter  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2075  1900  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Rich  golden  orange  at  the  rims.  From 
a  Proof  mintage  of  205  pieces,  of  which  probably  no  more 
than  75  exist  today. 


2078  1903  MS-63.  Lustrous. 

2079  Quarter  eagle  duo:  ☆  1905  AU-58  ☆  1925-D  MS-60.  A  lustrous 
pair.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2080  Lustrous  quarter  eagle  quartette:  ☆  1905  AU-58  ☆  1913  AU- 

58  t?  1915  AU-58  1925-D  MS-61.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


2081  1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Some  reverse  toning. 

Splendid  Proof  1907  $2.50 

Last  Year  of  Design 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2082  1907  Proof-64.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Frosty  surfaces  contrast 
against  deep  mirror  fields.  An  outstanding  example,  one  of 
154  pieces  struck,  of  the  last  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  design. 
Certainly,  the  presently  offered  piece  is  among  the  top  two  or 
three  dozen  finest  known  today. 

Making  its  debut  in  1840,  the  Liberty  Head  or  Coronet  motif  continued 
uninterrupted,  and  without  major  change,  in  the  quarter  eagle  series  until 
1907,  the  longest  continuous  span  of  any  design  in  American  coinage. 


Frosted  Proof  1902  Quarter  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2076  1902  Proof-62.  Deep  mirror  fields  and  lightly  frosted  devices. 
From  a  Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  193  pieces.  Scarce  and 
very  desirable. 


2077  1903  Proof-60,  polished.  Brilliant.  Obverse  polished  long  ago. 
Proof  mintage:  1 97  pieces. 


Proof  1907  Quarter  Eagle 

2083  1907  Proof-62  (ANACS).  An  attractive  golden  cameo.  A  splen¬ 
did  piece  at  this  grade  level  and,  by  any  account,  a  rarity. 


2084  1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  with  lovely  sky  blue  and 
rose  highlights. 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1908  $2.50 

First  Year  of  Design 


2085  1908  Matte  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  breathtakingly  beautiful,  truly 
outstanding  specimen  from  the  first  year  of  the  incuse  design 
by  Bela  Lyon  Pratt.  Mint  records  suggest  that  236  Proofs  were 
coined,  and  this  may  have  been  the  case,  but  we  believe  that 
distribution  was  far  less,  perhaps  fewer  than  150  (see  note). 
Many  of  these  went  to  bankers,  congressmen,  and  others  who 
were  not  numismatists,  and  subsequently  the  coins  were  lost, 
spent,  or  melted.  Today,  while  Matte  Proof  1908  quarter 
eagles  come  on  the  market  more  often  than  any  other  of  the 
design  type,  they  still  are  quite  rare. 

NGC  Population  Report:  20;  5  finer  (Proof-67). 

The  number  of  numismatists  desiring  Matte  Proof  gold  coins  during  this 
era  was  very  small  and  probably  could  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  both 
hands.  Thus,  Matte  Proof  gold  coins  of  all  dates  are  much  rarer  than  the  fig¬ 
ures  indicate.  In  some  instances  the  figures  are  wildly  erratic,  especially  in 
relationship  to  the  numbers  known  today— with  1910  (of  which  682  Proofs 
are  said  to  have  been  coined)  being  the  most  notable  exception. 

In  recent  decades,  particularly  since  the  1940s,  it  has  been  a  popular  pur¬ 
suit  to  endeavor  to  put  together  a  complete  set  of  Matte  Proof  gold  coins, 
1908-1915,  of  the  several  denominations:  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and  $20.  This  has 
been  accomplished  in  a  few  instances,  and  holders  of  our  past  catalogues 
can  savor  auction  offerings  of  them. 

The  present  1908  $2.50  Proof  is  one  coin  from  a  complete  set  of  Proofs  of 
this  year  consigned  to  the  present  sale— a  remarkable  opportunity. 


2086  1908  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  From  the  first  year  of  Bela 
Lyon  Pratt’s  incuse  design  type,  with  the  Indian  and  eagle  mo¬ 
tifs  sunken  rather  than  raised. 

Unlike  the  great  acclaim  that  accompanied  the  introduction  in  autumn 
and  early  winter  1907  of  the  Saint-Gaudens  $10  and  $20  designs,  Bela  Lyon 
Pratt’s  $2.50  and  $5  motifs,  introduced  early  in  1908,  received  little  fanfare. 
Pratt,  a  student  of  the  late  Saint-Gaudens  (who  had  died  on  August  3,  1907), 
was  selected  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  famous  New  Hampshire  sculptor. 
Saint-Gaudens'  influence  is  evident  on  the  reverse,  which  depicts  a  standing 
eagle  somewhat  similar  to  that  used  on  the  1907  $  10.  The  obverse,  bearing  a 
realistic  portrait  of  an  Indian,  was  original  with  Pratt.  This  was  in  sharp  con¬ 
trast  to  the  stylized  “Indian"  appearing  on  the  famous  Indian  Head  cent 
(first  made  in  pattern  form  byjames  B.  Longacre  in  1858,  then  as  a  circulat¬ 
ing  issue  from  1859  onward).  Longacre’s  version  depicted  a  female,  Miss 
Liberty,  decked  out  in  a  male  Indian  headdress. 

The  first  use  of  an  authentic  representation  of  an  Indian  in  a  widely  circu¬ 
lated  numismatic  item  may  have  been  the  $5  silver  certificate  of  1899.  Later, 
in  1913,  James  Earle  Fraser’s  “Indian-Buffalo”  nickel  was  also  realistic.  Of 
course,  the  specialist  recognizes  that  there  were  many  earlier  images  based 
upon  reality,  the  famous  hand-engraved  1795  Washington  Peace  medals  be¬ 
ing  but  one  category.  A  few  years  ago  William  T.  Gibbs,  a  feature  article 
writer  par  excellence  on  the  staff  of  Coin  World,  wrote  an  essay  on  the  im¬ 
ages  of  Indians,  and  in  one  of  our  many  files  we  have  a  copy  preserved. 

Returning  to  the  immediate  subject  of  the  1908  gold  $2.50,  this  date,  de¬ 
spite  its  lack  of  fanfare  in  the  popular  press,  seems  to  have  attracted  some 
attention  at  the  time  of  release,  perhaps  among  bankers.  Numismatists  gen¬ 
erally  viewed  it  with  disfavor,  and  spared  no  words  of  criticism  with  their 
comments  (printed  in  The  Numismatist  and  elsewhere).  Today,  there  seem  to 
be  more  Mint  State  1908  quarter  eagles  around  than  of  later  dates  in  the 
same  decade.  This  is  all  for  the  best,  as  it  provides  the  opportunity  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  high-grade  example  ol  the  first  year  of  issue  for  inclusion  in  a  type¬ 
set. 


Beautiful  Quarter  Eagle  Set 

Complete  1908-1929 

2087  Complete  set  of  Indian  quarter  eagles,  all  ANACS-certified: 

1908  AU-55  ☆  1909  EF-45  ☆  1910  MS-63  ☆  191 1  MS-62  ☆ 
191 1-D  AU-58.  The  key  to  the  series  ☆  1912  MS-61  ☆  1913  MS- 
61  ☆  1914  AU-55  ☆  1914-D  AU-58  ☆  1915  AU-55  ☆  1925-1) 
MS-61  ☆  1926  AU-55  ☆  1927  EF-45  ☆  1928  MS-61  ☆  1929  MS- 
61.  (Total:  15  pieces) 


2089  1910  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous. 


2090  1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  rose  highlights. 

2091  Indian  quarter  eagle  quintette,  each  certified  by  NGC:  ☆  1911 
MS-62  (3)  ☆  1912  MS-61  ☆  1926  MS-61.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


Choice  Uncirculated  191 1-D  $2.50 

Key  to  the  Indian  Series 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2092  191 1-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces  display  a  hint 
of  rose.  The  undisputed  key  to  the  Indian  quarter  eagle  series 
(1908-1929).  A  low-mintage  issue,  with  only  55,680  pieces 
coined  (the  next  lowest  mintage  figure  in  the  series  is  nearly 
five  times  as  great).  Diagnostic  wire  rim  details  present  on  the 
obverse,  a  tell-tale  sign  of  all  genuine  examples  of  this  key  date. 


2093  191 1-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 
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Exceptional  1912  Proof  Quarter  Eagle 

Matte  Proof-66 


( photo  enlarged 


to  twice  actual  size) 


2094  1912  Matte  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Warm  olive-gold  surfaces.  Not 
quite  so  sharply  struck  as  some  of  the  earlier  date  Proof  issues  in 
the  Indian  quarter  eagle  series.  Pieces  dated  1912  are  rare;  per¬ 
haps  just  25%  of  the  original  mintage  of  197  pieces  still  survives. 

As  the  specialist  knows  well,  and  as  David  Akers,  Walter  Breen,  and  others 
have  noted  in  print,  Matte  Proofs  of  gold  coins  of  this  era  are  all  rarities,  some 
being  especially  so.  The  mintage  figures  are  somewhat  perplexing,  as,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  in  1912  there  were  not  197  numismatists  who  were  even  slightly  inter¬ 
ested  in  buying  Matte  Proof  gold  coins.  In  fact,  it  would  be  difficult  to  name 
even  l/10th  of  that  figure.  We  believe  it  was  circa  1908  that  William  F.  Dun¬ 
ham,  the  Chicago  collector,  made  the  comment  that  he  knew  of  only  five  of 
his  contemporaries  who  were  buying  sets  of  Matte  Proofs  each  year.  Quite 
possibly,  because  of  the  set-up  and  other  procedures  involved,  such  Matte 
Proofs  were  madejn  large  runs  to  anucipate  any  contingencies,  with  the  bulk 
of  the  pieces  being  melted  later  or  put  into  circulation. 


2095  1912  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous. 


Gem  Sandblast  Proof  1913  $2.50 


•  (photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2096  1913  Matte  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  orange  surfaces, 
unlike  the  olive-gold  surfaces  typically  seen  in  earlier  (and 
later)  Matte  Proof  Indian  quarter  eagles.  A  beauty.  One  of  165 
Proofs  of  the  date  coined. 

The  methodology  of  producing  the  various  styles  of  Proof  gold  coins  of 
this  era— such  terms  as  Matte  Proof,  Sandblast  Proof,  and  Roman  Finish 
Proof  are  used  to  describe  them— are  terra  incognita.  As  a  general  observa¬ 
tion,  it  seems  that  for  the  typical  Matte  Proof  and  Roman  Finish  Proofs  the 
dies  themselves  were  treated,  and  the  coins  have  a  uniform  appearance 
when  struck  from  the  dies.  By  possible  contrast— although  we  must  admit  we 
have  not  examined  pieces  side  by  side  to  be  sure  that  they  are  not  identical— 
we  suspect  that  the  so-called  Sandblast  Proofs  were  finished  one  at  a  time  in 
a  sandblast  chamber,  after  the  coins  were  struck,  much  in  the  same  process 
that  medals  are  currently  finished  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  A  sharply  struck 
coin  was  taken  and  put  into  a  compartment,  and  bombarded  with  particles 
of  sand.  At  least,  this  is  the  way  that  Sandblast  Proof  medals  arc  made.  Per¬ 
haps  if  some  reader  can  create  a  concise  elucidation  of  the  gold  Proof  pro¬ 
cesses,  we  will  include  it  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 


2097  1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces  display  warm  rose  high¬ 
lights. 


Gem  Matte  Proof  1914  $2.50 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2098  1914  Matte  Proof-65  (NGC).  Granular  deep  olive-gold  sur¬ 
faces,  typical  of  the  assumed  production  method.  Rare,  more 
so  than  other  Proof  Indian  quarter  eagles  that  precede  the 
date.  A  gem  Matte  Proof  specimen  from  a  mintage  only  1 17 
pieces.  Quite  possibly  fewer  than  40  pieces  were  actually  dis¬ 
tributed. 

Population  reports  from  grading  services  are  not  particularly  useful  re¬ 
garding  Matte  Proofs,  as  dealers  (in  particular)  often  submit  the  same  speci- 
•  mens  over  and  over  again  in  an  attempt  to  get  upgrades  of  a  point  or  two. 
One  representative  of  a  grading  service  told  us  of  a  particular  Proof  gold 
coin  of  this  era  being  submitted  seven  times  so  far  as  he  knew  and  perhaps 
other  times  beyond  that!  As  we  have  remarked  before,  one  of  these  times 
the  population  reports  will  reflect  so  many  resubmissions  that  there  will  be 
more  coins  listed  than  were  struck! 


Gem  Proof  1914  Indian  $2.50 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2099  1914  Matte  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Textured  olive-gold  surfaces, 
typical  of  most  Matte  Proof  Indian  quarter  eagles.  A  lovely 
gem  Matte  (or  “sandblast”)  Proof  Indian  quarter  eagle.  Choice 
for  the  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  19;  6  finer  (Proof-67  finest). 

Purchased  from  Abner  Kreisberg  during  the  lime  he  operated  the 
Coin  Gallery  of  Beverly  Hills,  California.  Abner  was  always  a  cheery 
figure  on  the  numismatic  scene,  and  we  all  regelted  his  passing  last 
year.  He  left  a  legacy  of  many  friends  and  admirers. 
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Lovely  1914  Indian  $2.50 

Choice  Uncirculated 


2100  1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  rose  and  orange-gold  surfaces. 
An  important  date  at  the  assigned  grade  level.  From  the  sec¬ 
ond  lowest  mintage  in  the  series  (240,000  coins). 


2101  1914-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  attractive  rose  highlights. 
One  of  just  three  branch  mint  issues  in  the  Indian  quarter 
eagle  series. 

2102  1915  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces. 

2103  1925-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous.  The  final  date  quarter  eagle 
coinage  from  a  branch  mint. 

2104  1926  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces. 

2105  1927  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty  golden  surfaces. 

2106  1928  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  orange-gold  surfaces. 

2107  1929  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous.  The  final  date  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  (1796-1929). 

By  1929,  quarter  eagles  were  scarce  in  circulation  and  could  not  be  readily 
obtained  at  face  value  from  banks— this  despite  there  being  current  coinage. 
Reflective  of  this,  in  1933-1934  when  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  and 
his  appointees  commanded  that  the  public  turn  in  “common”  gold  coins,  all 
quarter  eagles  were  excluded,  as  they  were  deemed  to  be  of  numismatic 
value. 

THREE-DOLLAR  GOLD 


Important  1854-D  $3  Rarity 
Only  1,120  Minted 
Only  Dahlonega  Mint  $3 


2110  1854-D  VF-30.  Some  natural  lustre  remains  in  the  protected 
design  areas.  A  few  tiny  marks  present.  However,  the  issue  is 
still  a  very  nice  example,  for  the  grade,  of  this  well-known  rar¬ 
ity.  At  the  Dahlonega  Mint  in  1854,  just  1,120  $3  pieces  were 
struck.  As  events  would  prove,  no  further  coinage  orders  were 
forthcoming,  and  as  the  years  went  by  the  1854-D  remained 
the  only  $3  coin  from  this  mint. 

This  piece  displays  dished  dentils  on  the  rim  at  both  sides,  and  an  incom¬ 
plete  leaf  to  the  date  on  the  reverse;  both  of  these  are  diagnostic  on  all 
known  authentic  specimens. 


2111  1854-0  EF-40.  The  only  three-dollar  gold  piece  struck  at  the 
New  Orleans  Mint.  Die  crack  through  mintmark. 

Only  24,000  pieces  were  struck,  or  about  a  sixth  of  the  quantity  made  at 
Philadelphia.  Even  though  this  comparison  would  suggest  scarcity  or  rarity, 
the  actual  availability  is  even  less  than  this;  a  few  1854  Philadelphia  $3  pieces 
were  saved  as  novelties  at  the  first  time  of  issue,  but  the  New  Orleans  coins 
slipped  unnoticed  into  circulation. 


2112  1854-0  VF-35  (ANACS).  Evenly  worn. 


2113  1855  EF-45.  Well  centered  and  sharply  struck  (within  the  con¬ 
text  of  this  grade  level)  with  traces  of  lustre  still  evident.  An 
attractive,  lightly  circulated  example  of  this  scarce  denomina¬ 
tion. 


As  a  class  $3  pieces  are  all  rarities— there  is  no  such  thing  as 
a  common  date.  However,  among  these  rarities,  the  1854,  1874, 
and  1878  are  more  often  seen  than  others  in  higher  grades. 

The  present  offering  includes  a  wide  listing  of  this  elusive 
denomination,  among  which  we  mention  a  rare  1854-D,  the 
especially  low-mintage  1858,  a  Mint  State  1860,  an  1862  in 
similar  condition,  a  truly  rare  1866,  a  landmark  Proof  1881,  a 
companion  1 88 1  Mint  State  rarity,  a  lovely  1 882,  and  a  number 
of  other  rarities.  Certainly  Lot  2143,  a  gem  Proof  1886, 
furnishes  an  especially  important  opportunity. 

2108  1854  EF-40.  Lustrous  in  the  protected  areas  of  the  design. 
From  the  first  year  of  the  denomination  and  the  only  year  in 
which  the  wore!  DOLLARS  appears  in  small  letters  on  reverse. 

2109  1854  EF-40.  A  few  scattered  marks,  lightly  brushed. 


2114  1856  AU-50.  Lustrous.  Fairly  scarce  at  this  level;  most  known 
pieces  grade  in  the  VF  to  EF  range. 


Low-Mintage  1858  $3 

Lustrous  AU 


2115  1858  AU-50.  Lustrous.  A  few  tiny  marks  are  present,  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  grade.  Only  2,133  examples  were  struck  of  the 
1858  $3.  All  were  placed  into  circulation,  with  the  result  that 
when  specimens  are  seen  today,  they  are  apt  to  be  in  worn 
grades  such  as  VF  to  EF.  This  AU-50  example  is  one  of  the  nic¬ 
est  we  have  handled  in  recent  times. 
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Uncirculated  1860  $3 


2116  1860  MS-62.  Satiny  surfaces  display  warm  rose  and  gold  high¬ 
lights.  Only  7,036  specimens  were  struck,  strictly  for  utilitarian 
purposes,  with  probably  not  even  a  single  piece  set  aside  for 
numismatic  purposes  (those  few  collectors  who  desired  cabi¬ 
net  examples  purchased  Proofs  instead).  Today,  the  survival  of 
a  Mint  State  specimen  such  as  this  is  a  matter  of  rare  chance. 

2117  1861  EF-40.  A  scarce  date  with  a  few  stray  marks  present.  Only 
5,959  examples  were  coined  for  circulation. 


Uncirculated  1862  $3 


2118  1862  MS-60.  Breen-6367.  Lustrous  and  frosty.  Struck  from 
clashed  dies.  A  scarce  Civil  War-era  date,  one  of  5,750  business 
strikes  coined.  Breen’s  “without  distinct  neckline”  variety,  with 
forward  edge  of  Liberty’s  neck  blurred  into  field  due  to  die 
polishing. 

This  represents  the  final  year  in  which  $3  pieces  were  effectively  coined 
for  circulation.  Although  notable  (in  the  context  of  the  denomination)  mint¬ 
ages  occurred  in  1874  and  1878,  these  pieces  did  not  circulate  hand  to  hand 
at  the  time.  The  scenario  goes  back  to  December  1861,  when  the  Treasury 
Department  stopped  paying  out  gold  coins  at  par,  followed  in  1862  by  a  sus¬ 
pension  of  all  specie  (silver  and  gold  coins)  payments.  Mintages  of  gold  and 
silver  coins  were  reduced  after  1862,  and  the  coins  struck  were  kept  in  Trea¬ 
sury  vaults,  only  to  be  sold  at  a  premium  (in  terms  of  the  new  federal  green¬ 
back  notes;  at  one  point  in  1864  it  took  over  $250  in  Uncle  Sam's  paper 
money  to  buy  $100  in  gold  coins!).  It  is  likely  that  many,  if  not  most,  gold 
coins  after  1862  were  shipped  abroad,  for  commercial  purposes  by  export¬ 
ers  who  bought  them  for  a  premium.  Interestingly,  on  the  West  Coast,  gold 
continued  to  circulate  at  par,  paper  money  was  nowhere  to  be  seen.  The 
economy  and  exchange  rates  were  independent  of  those  in  the  East,  this 
being  in  an  era  in  which  communications  were  slow,  an  effective  arbitrage 
was  not  possible. 

Regarding  $3  pieces,  later  mintages  were  retained  by  the  Treasury,  and 
after  the  late  1870s  were  available  once  again  through  banks.  However,  it 
seems  that  such  pieces  could  not  be  purchased  at  par,  but  that  a  tip  or  cour- 
•  tesy  payment  was  needed.  Thus,  in  the  1880s  it  was  not  unusual  to  see  $3 
pieces  quoted  at  $3.25  or  $3.50.  For  a  time  these  became  a  popular  specula¬ 
tion. 

Today,  Mint  State  examples  of  $3  pieces  dated  1854  (Philadelphia  Mint) 
are  generally  available,  as  are  issues  from  the  1860s  onward,  the  latter  pieces 
not  having  circulated  to  any  extent.  Nearly  all  $3  issues  of  the  remaining 
years,  1855-1859,  are  worn  when  encountered. 


Satiny  Uncirculated  1866  $3 


(photo  enlarged  to 


twice  actual  size ) 


2119  1866  MS-62.  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces.  Only  4,000  business 
strikes  were  produced,  most  of  which  subseqeuently  disap¬ 
peared.  The  typical  piece  encountered  is  apt  to  show  light 
wear,  quite  possibly  from  having  been  shipped  to  Europe  as 
foreign  exchange.  The  1866  can  be  considered  a  rarity  in  any 
grade,  but  especially  so  in  Mint  State. 


2120  1868  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Quite  attractive  for  the  grade. 
Scarce,  just  4,850  examples  of  the  date  were  produced  for  gen¬ 
eral  circulation. 


2121  1868  AU-50.  Lustrous.  Typically  encountered  in  EF,  quite 
scarce  in  AU. 

2122  1869  VF-30.  Late  state  of  Breen-6376,  no  traces  of  “overdate” 
features  remain.  A  nice  coin  for  the  grade. 

In  his  Encyclopedia ,  Walter  Breen  was  a  bit  more  liberal  with  his  attribution 
of  overdates  than  are  the  staff  numismatists  at  Bowers  and  Merena. 


2123  1870  EF-40.  Warm  golden  tones  at  the  rims.  Another  coin 
from  this  impressive  era  of  $3  issuance  in  which  just  about  ev¬ 
ery  date  is  a  notable  rarity  (in  the  present  instance  just  3,500 
business  strikes  were  produced). 


2124  1871  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  warm  aureate  shades  at  the 
rims.  Scarce.  From  a  small  mintage  for  the  date  of  just  1,300 
business  strikes. 

2125  1872  EF-45.  Plenty  of  lustre  remains.  A  scarce  date;  just  2,000 
business  strikes  were  coined. 


2126  1874  AU-55,  cleaned.  Surfaces  lightly  brushed. 
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2127  1874  AU-50.  Lustrous.  In  this  year  the  business  strike  mintage 
escalated  to  41,800— which  in  terms  of  $3  pieces  is  “common.” 
However,  this  mintage  in  just  about  any  other  series  would 
have  created  a  rarity. 

Uncirculated  1878  $3  Piece 


2128  1878  MS-62.  Highly  lustrous,  choice  for  the  grade.  As  this  date 
is  not  a  prime  rarity— in  sharp  contrast  to  most  of  its  cousins 
from  the  same  era— it  is  a  logical  candidate  for  inclusion  in  a 
type  set. 

2129  1878  AU-55  (NGC).  Pleasing  light  yellow  with  very  faint  pink 
highlights.  A  few  minor  surface  imperfections  are  noted. 

2130  1878  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 

2131  1878  AU-50  (PCI).  Attractive  surfaces  with  minor  hairlines. 
Nearly  full,  unbroken  lustre. 

2132  1878  AU-50.  Lustrous. 

2133  1878  EF-45  (PCI).  Light  yellow  toning  with  significent  lustre  in 
the  protected  areas. 

2134  1879  VF-35.  Lustrous,  deep  gold  at  the  rims.  Scarce.  Just  3,000 
business  strikes  of  the  date  were  coined. 


Uncirculated  1880  $3  Rarity 


2135  1880  MS-60.  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces,  and  aesthetically  nicer 
than  the  grade  implies.  The  1880  has  an  especially  low  busi¬ 
ness  strike  mintage  of  just  1,000  pieces.  A  rare  date  (in  a  series 
known  for  rare  dates). 


Lovely  Gem  Proof  1881  $3 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2136  1881  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Deep  mirror  fields  and  heavily  frosted 
design  elements.  Easily  among  the  finest  survivors  of  the  date. 

Only  54  Proofs  were  struck,  but  it  is  highly  likely  that  many 
of  these  never  saw  distribution.  In  terms  of  different  speci¬ 
mens  in  existence,  the  number  is  probably  on  the  low  side  of 
30.  Years  ago,  Louisiana  numismatist  Frank  Stirling  took  a 
fancy  to  $3  pieces  of  this  date  and  determined  to  hoard  as 
many  as  he  could  find.  Over  a  period  of  time  he  was  able  to 
acquire  a  handful,  of  which  we  recall  most  were  impaired  or 
had  problems  of  one  sort  or  another. 

Not  only  is  the  1881  $3  rare  in  absolute  terms  as  a  Proof,  but 
it  basks  in  the  aura  of  only  500  related  business  strikes  having 
been  coined,  one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  for  any  cir¬ 
culating  gold  coin.  This,  of  course,  places  additional  market 
pressure  on  any  Proof  that  is  offered  for  sale.  In  a  phrase,  this 
gem  Proof  1881  $3  “has  it  all.”  The  winning  bidder  will  cherish 
this  coin  for  years  to  come. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 


Low-Mintage  1881  $3  Rarity 

Just  500  Struck 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


2137  1881  MS-62.  Highly  lustrous  with  attractive  aureate  highlights 
on  both  sides.  From  a  scant  business  strike  mintage  of  just  500 
pieces,  the  lowest  regular-issue  production  figure  in  the  three- 
dollar  gold  series  (of  course,  the  unique  1870-S  issue  and  the 
1873  Closed  3  issue  have  lower  mintages,  as  do  three  Proof- 
only  dates).  Choice  for  the  grade,  with  plenty  of  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal. 
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Low-Mintage  1882/2  $3 

2  Over  High  2  Variety 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2138  1882/2  MS-63  (NGC).  Breen-6396.  Highly  lustrous.  From  a 
low  mintage  for  the  date  of  1,500  business  strikes.  Variety  with 
the  remnants  of  an  erroneously  punched  2  in  the  field  above 
the  existing  2  in  the  date.  Choice  for  the  grade  and  basically 
free  of  prominent  marks. 

NGC  Population:  11;  6  finer  (MS-65  finest). 


2139  1882/2  AU-50  (PCGS).  Breen-6396.  Lustrous.  Only  1,500 
pieces  were  coined  for  circulation.  How  many  can  survive  to¬ 
day?  The  answer  has  to  be:  relatively  few. 

Breen’s  “2  over  high  2”  variety,  with  the  remnants  of  an  errant  2  in  the 
field  above  the  existing  2  in  the  date. 

2140  1882/2  EF-40.  Breen-6396.  Lustrous  in  the  recessed  design  ar¬ 
eas.  Another  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  date. 

Elusive  1884  $3  Rarity 

Just  1,000  Minted 


2141  1884  AU-58.  Lustrous  and  appealing  with  the  overall  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  much  finer  grade.  From  a  small  mintage  of  1,000 
business  strikes. 

How  enjoyable  it  is  to  contemplate  the  current  offering  of  $3  pieces,  re¬ 
splendent  with  one  rarity  after  another.  Suffice  it  to  say,  if  this  denomina¬ 
tion  has  captured  your  fancy  either  in  the  formation  of  a  collection  by  date 
sequence,  or  just  the  selecting  of  a  few  scattered  pieces  for  enjoyment,  you 
have  come  to  the  right  place  at  the  right  time!  Regarding  the  latter  reason 
for  acquiring  pieces,  we  note  that  client  B.R.,  stated  to  us  that  he  would  like 
to  acquire  one  of  each  U.S.  coin  of  which  1,000  or  fewer  pieces  were  struck. 
He  was  quite  intrigued  by  the  fact  that  many  of  these  cost  less  than  $1,000 
each  in  certain  grades,  and  most  cost  less  than  several  thousand  dollars. 


Rare  1885  Three  Dollars 

Only  800  Minted 


2142  1885  AU-50.  Lustrous  with  deep  golden  orange  highlights  on 
both  sides.  This  issue  has  an  incredibly  low  business  strike  pro¬ 
duction  of  only  800  pieces.  And,  just  to  think,  with  one  suc¬ 
cessful  bid  this  piece  can  be  yours.  The  value?  Probably  not  as 
much  as  you  think,  probably  in  the  order  of  $1,500  to  $2,200— 
but  who  knows? 

Cameo  Proof  1886  $3 

Remarkable  Quality  and  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2143  1886  Proof-64.  A  splendid  specimen  with  cameo  (frosted)  de¬ 
vices  against  mirror  fields,  an  artistic  as  well  as  a  numismatic 
treat.  Considering  the  overall  low  mintage  of  the  1886  $3— con¬ 
sisting  of  142  Proofs  plus  just  1,000  business  strikes— here,  in¬ 
deed,  is  a  remarkable  opportunity.  More  closely  focusing  on 
the  Proofs,  we  note  that  as  was  true  of  $1  pieces  of  this  era, 
there  was  a  flurry  of  speculation  in  $3  Proofs,  and  no  doubt 
many  of  the  142  pieces  struck  went  to  members  of  the  general 
public,  not  to  numismatists.  Today  one  would  be  hard  pressed 
to  find  more  than  a  handful  of  examples  equal  in  quality  to 
this  gem. 

Desirable  1886  Three  Dollars 


2144  1886  MS-60,  prooflike.  A  second  example  of  this  low-mintage 
rarity.  Of  that  number  most  have  since  disappeared.  Again, 
this  is  a  piece  that  will  be  enjoyable  to  own  and  contemplate 
for  many  years  to  come. 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1887  $3 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2145  1887  MS-63.  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  on  satiny  surfaces,  with  a 
touch  of  rose  toning  present.  Rare  this  nice.  RICA  of 
AMERICA  boldly  doubled  on  the  obverse. 


Half  Eagles 

The  half  eagle  aficionado  has  a  panorama  of  opportunities  in 
the  pages  ahead,  prefaced  by  a  number  of  seldom-seen  early 
(pre-1834)  pieces,  after  which  are  found  several  highly  impor¬ 
tant  Liberty  Head  coins,  and  a  modest  but  choice  offering  of 
Indian  Head  specimens.  Among  the  latter  is  a  gem  Proof  1908, 
one  from  a  complete  set  of  four  gold  Proofs  of  this  year  offered 
individually  in  the  present  catalogue. 


Uncirculated  1804  Half  Eagle 

Small  8 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2148  1804  Small  8.  B-2C.  Rarity-5.  MS-61  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and 
fully  lustrous.  A  rare  variety.  Vertical  die  crack  from  the  rim 
through  the  0  in  the  date  and  then  into  Liberty’s  hair.  Only  a 
few  insignificant  marks  keep  this  from  a  higher  grade. 


2146  1800  Breen-IB.  Rarity-4.  VF-30.  Light  lustre  remains  in  the 
recessed  design  areas.  Surfaces  free  of  all  but  the  most  trivial 
of  marks.  A  few  faint  adjustment  marks  are  present  at  the  re¬ 
verse  center,  and  the  edge  reeding  is  flat  in  most  areas.  A 
pleasing  example  of  the  design  type  and  the  assigned  grade. 

From  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  423. 


Scarce  1803/2  Half  Eagle 


2147  1803/2  Overdate.  B-1C.  Rarity-4.  EF-40.  Much  lustre  remains 
in  the  recessed  design  areas  on  both  sides.  A  very  nice  ex¬ 
ample.  Overdate  details  plainly  evident. 


Lustrous  1804  Half  Eagle 


2149  1804  Small  8.  B-2E.  Rarity-4.  AU-55.  A  highly  lustrous  beauty, 
certainly  of  outstanding  quality  for  the  assigned  grade.  Sharply 
struck  with  strong  central  details  on  both  sides.  Reverse  even 
finer  than  obverse.  Obverse  die  crack,  rim  to  rim,  from  12:00 
to  6:00,  another  on  the  reverse  from  10:00  to  4:00. 
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( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2152  1806  Pointed  6.  Rarity-8.  EF-45.  Lustrous  for  the  grade  with 
warm  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  Miller  8-0,  Breen  unlisted. 
The  second  known  example  of  a  variety  that  was  unlisted  by 
Breen  in  his  monograph  on  early  half  eagles  and  his  Encyclope¬ 
dia.  One  specimen  is  listed  in  Robert  Miller’s  recently  pub¬ 
lished  United  States  Half  Eagle  Gold  Coins  1795  to  1834. 

The  specimen  offered  here  has  been  in  an  old-time  collec¬ 
tion  for  years,  and  until  this  appearance  was  unknown  to  the 
present  collecting  community. 

Obverse  cracked  from  the  rim  at  1 1 :00  through  Liberty's  cap  and  her  hair, 
then  through  the  0  in  the  date,  and  to  the  rim  from  there.  Another  obverse 
crack  runs  from  the  rim  between  the  sixth  and  seventh  stars  to  the  field  be¬ 
hind  Liberty’s  head,  where  it  joins  a  vertical  crack.  Yet  another  crack  juts  off 
the  crack  from  the  rim,  joining  the  tops  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  stars.  The 
vertical  crack  behind  Liberty's  head  also  bulges  (a  sign  of  die  collapse),  sig¬ 
naling  the  imminent  collapse  of  the  obverse  die,  which  probably  resulted  in 
the  extreme  rarity  of  the  variety. 
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Unlisted  1806  Half  Eagle  Variety 

Second  Known  Specimen 


Lustrous  1806  Half  Eagle 

Round  Top  6 


2 150  1806  Round  Top  6.  B-5E.  AU-55.  Stars  arranged  seven  left  and 
six  right.  A  lustrous  example  of  this  popular  variety.  Satiny  sur¬ 
faces  void  of  all  but  the  smallest  marks,  and  a  delight  to  be¬ 
hold.  A  tiny  rim  mark  above  the  C  of  AMERICA  and  some  cen¬ 
tral  reverse  planchet  adjustment  marks  are  present;  they  are 
perhaps  the  only  detriments  to  perfection  for  this  lightly  circu¬ 
lated  specimen.  Warm  olive  highlights. 

1806  Half  Eagle 

Round  Top  6 


Richly  Toned  1807  $5 


2153  1807  Capped  Bust  Right.  Heraldic  Eagle.  B-1A.  Rarity-3.  VF- 

20.  Richly  toned  in  deep  gold  and  rose.  The  final  year  of  the 
design  type. 

From  Lester  Merkin 's  sale  of  October  4,  1969 ,  Lot  427. 


2151  1806  Round  Top  6.  B-5E.  EF-45.  Stars  arranged  seven  left  and 
six  right.  Considerable  lustre  and  warm  golden  tones  present. 
Obverse  displays  light  adjustment  marks  at  the  center,  and  a 
small  scratch  at  the  rim  at  9:00. 

From  Lester  Merkin ’s  sale  of  October  4,  1 969,  Lot  426. 


Coin  Show 
Schedule 

March  5-8,  1998 

Baltimore,  MD 
Suburban  Washington/ 
Baltimore  Convention 

March  19-21,  1998 

Cincinnati,  OH 
ANA  National 
Money  Show 

April  23-26,  1998 

Milwaukee,  WI 


1998  Auction  Schedule 

May  10-12,  1998 

New  York  City,  NY 

August  3,  1998 

Portland,  OR 
The  Rarities  Sale 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

September  14-16,  1998 

New  York  City,  NY 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

November  12-14,  1998 

Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban 
Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments! 


We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  at  our  upcoming  events! 
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Popular  1807  Half  Eagle 

First  Year  of  New  Type 


2154  1807  Capped  Bust  Left.  B-5D.  Rarity-3.  AU-55,  cleaned.  An 
attractive  coin  despite  an  old  brushing.  Struck  from  clashed 
dies,  with  shield  details  visible  at  Liberty’s  ear.  The  first  year  of 
John  Reich's  Capped  Bust  Left  half  eagle  design  type. 

The  outermost  point  of  the  final  obverse  star  has  a  small  notch  out  of  its 
bottom  edge.  This  is  thought  to  be  the  “calling  card”  of  designer  John 
Reich’s  work,  as  it  appears  on  virtually  all  dies  prepared  by  him  during  his 
tenure  at  the  Mint.  If  this  is  so,  the  signature  is  especially  remarkable— and, 
seemingly,  without  precedent  in  the  work  of  any  other  Mint  engraver  of  the 
early  era. 

Last  year  we  purchased  on  a  “remainder”  basis  the  supply  of  the  interest¬ 
ing  and  exceedingly  informative  monograph  by  the  late  Stewart  Witham, 
John  Reich:  A  Numismatic  Biography.  This  48-page  study  will  be  of  interest  to 
anvone  collecting  Reich’s  coinage.  Copies  are  available  from  our  Publica¬ 
tions  Department  for  $12.95  plus  $3  postage  (please  order  separately  from 
your  bid  sheet).  As  with  all  our  publications,  your  complete  satisfaction  is 
guaranteed— read  it,  enjoy  it  for  a  month— and  if  you  are  not  delighted,  an 
instant  refund  will  be  given. 

Note  to  remember:  If  you  are  successful  bidder  on  any  of  the  John  Reich 
half  eagles  in  the  present  catalogue  (any  lot  from  2154  through  2160),  and 
would  like  a  copy  of  this  study  gratis,  just  let  us  know. 


Elusive  1808/7  Half  Eagle 


2155  1808/7  Overdate,  Wide  Date.  B-1A.  Rarity-6.  EF-45.  Lustrous 
for  the  grade,  especially  in  and  around  the  design  motifs.  A 
few  light  marks  present.  Rare.  Several  tiny  die  breaks  can  be 
found  on  the  obverse,  and  some  planchet  adjustment  marks 
are  seen  on  the  reverse  edge  at  9:00. 

From  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  429. 


Lustrous  1808  Half  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2156  1808  Close  5D.  B-4A.  Rarity-4.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lustrous  frosty 
yellow  gold  surfaces.  A  scarce  variety  of  a  popular  date  and  de¬ 
sign  type.  Struck  from  clashed  dies,  with  excellent  details.  A 
far-above-average  example. 


1809/8  Overdate  Half  Eagle 


2157  1809/8  Overdate.  B-1A.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Rich  golden  toning 
on  lustrous  surfaces.  The  only  variety  for  the  date.  Overdate 
plain  (under  low  magnification);  it  later  fades  from  the  die.  A 
tiny  edge  bruise  is  seen  on  the  obverse  at  1 1:00,  otherwise  few 
“naked  eye”  marks  of  any  size. 

From  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  430. 


2158  1810  Large  Date,  Large  5.  B-1A.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Lustrous  in 
the  recessed  design  areas,  attractive  for  the  assigned  grade  \ 
popular  date  and  design  type. 
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Lustrous  1811  Half  Eagle 

Small  5  Variety 


2159  1811  Small  5.  B-1B.  Rarity-4.  AU-50.  Well  struck  in  nearly  all 
areas.  Lustrous,  satiny  yellow  gold  surfaces  basically  free  of  un¬ 
sightly  or  sizable  marks.  Small  5  in  reverse  denomination. 
There  are  some  minor  planchet  adjustment  marks  at  the  re¬ 
verse  rim.  A  possible  candidate  for  a  higher  grade.  Scarce. 

From  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  432. 

Lovely  1813  Half  Eagle 


2160  1813  B-1A.  Rarity-5.  AU-50.  Rich  gold  and  violet  toning  and 
superb  lustre  combine  in  a  pleasing  one-two  combination. 
Very  few  marks  of  any  size  or  consequence.  Slightly  uneven 
strike  at  the  lower  right  obverse,  sharp  most  other  places. 
From  the  first  year  of  the  revised  Capped  Head  Left  design 
type  (1813-1829),  the  rarest  design  type  overall  in  U.S.  numis¬ 
matics.  A  lovely  example  of  the  only  date  of  the  type  that  is 
generally  available  to  collectors. 

Although  mintages  of  1813-1829  half  eagles  amounted  to  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  specimens  in  many  instances— and,  indeed,  in  the  year  1820  topped 
out  at  263,806— today  all  variety  within  this  range  are  scarce,  and  many  are 
exceedingly  rare.  In  the  latter  category,  no  varieties  rarer  than  the  famous 
1822,  of  which  17,796  are  reported  to  have  been  minted.  Just  three  can  be 
traced  today,  two  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  the  other  being  the 
Eliasberg  Collection  coin  which  we  catalogued  and  presented  for  sale  in 
1982  (at  which  time  it  realized  $787,500,  a  record).  During  this  era  the  price 
of  gold  bullion  fluctuated  on  international  markets,  and  for  protracted  peri¬ 
ods,  American  gold  coins  were  worth  more  in  melt-down  or  bullion  value 
than  in  face  value.  Thus,  the  vast  majority  were  melted  either  in  America  or 
overseas  (where  such  pieces  were  widely  used  in  international  transactions). 

It  is  not  widely  known  that  during  the  early  19th  century  just  about  every 
medium-size  town  had  one  or  more  bullion  and  exchange  dealers,  and 
.  larger  cities  were  apt  to  have  at  least  a  dozen  such  establishments.  These 
firms  were  “coin  dealers”  of  a  sort,  and  posted  buying  and  selling  prices  for 
United  States  gold  and  silver  coins,  Spanish-American  gold  and  silver,  Brit¬ 
ish  coins,  and  other  issues.  Also,  paper  money  was  bought  and  sold,  particu¬ 
larly  the  notes  from  various  banks.  Dealing  in  paper  money  was  a  chancy 
experience  for  the  average  merchant.  A  store  in  New  York  City  had  little 
way  of  knowing  whether  a  bank  note  from,  say,  Cincinnati,  was  worth  its  full 
face  value,  or  traded  at  some  sort  of  a  discount,  or  was  completely  worthless. 
Although  publications  known  as  bank  note  reporters  were  issued,  the  accu¬ 
racy  of  what  appeared  in  print  could  be  influenced  by  payments  to  the  edi¬ 
tors,  and,  in  any  event,  information  was  often  woefully  out  of  date.  The 
function  of  the  bullion  and  exchange  dealer  was  to  be  aware  of  the  status  of 
various  banks,  and  to  make  a  trading  profit.  Thus,  if  a  $10  Cincinnati  note 
could  be  redeemed  in  Cincinnati  for  $9— something  the  dealer  knew— he 
might  offer  a  New  York  City  merchant  $7  for  it. 

Early  numismatists— Matthew  A.  Stickney  of  Salem,  Massachusetts,  is  just 
one  who  comes  to  mind— drew  upon  such  exchanges  as  a  source  for 
numismatically  scarce  and  rare  specimens.  No  doubt  certain  early  American 
silver  coins  (in  particular)  which  by  the  1840s  and  1850s  were  recognized  to 
have  numismatic  value,  exist  today  because  they  were  fished  out  of  circula¬ 
tion  by  such  exchanges.  Examples  include  the  1796  and  1797  half  dollars, 
which  have  been  highly  prized  from  an  early  time. 


On  June  28,  1834,  to  remedy  the  untenable  situation  of  the  current  gold 
coins  being  melted  immediately  upon  their  issue,  Congress  revised  the  stan¬ 
dard  and  lowered  the  authorized  weight.  On  and  alter  August  2,  1834.  new 
issues  appeared-what  we  now  know  as  the  "Classic  Head”  pieces.  Such 
coins  circulated  effectively  as  there  was  no  longer  a  financial  incentive  to 
reduce  them  to  metal.  Leading  newspapers  and  commercial  journals-such 
as  Niles  /Icguter— regularly  carried  listings  for  the  older  style  coins  minted 
prior  to  August  2,  1834-these  generally  being  known  as  “old  tenor”  gold. 
Such  pieces  traded  at  a  premium. 

From  Lester  Merkin 's  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  434. 

2161  1835  Classic  Head.  First  Head,  Small  Date.  AU-58  (PCGS). 

Breen-6504.  Lustrous.  Warm  gold  highlights  at  the  rims.  An  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  the  Classic  Head  half  eagle  design  type. 

2162  1835  First  Head,  Small  Date.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Breen-6504.  Some 
lustre  remains. 

2163  Selection  of  certified  half  eagle  types:  ☆  1837  Large  Date, 
Small  5.  VF-30  (NGC).  Breen-6511  ☆  1879-S  VF-30  (AN ACS) 
☆  1880  (ANACS)  (2).  AU-55,  and  AU-50  ☆  1881-S  AU-50 
(ANACS)  ☆  1882  AU-55  (NGC)  ☆  1911  AU-58  (ANACS).  (To¬ 
tal:  7  pieces) 

2164  1837  EF-40.  Breen-6513,  his  “Small  Date”  variety,  which  he 
suggests  is  very  rare.  Attractive  pale  yellow  with  a  slight  green¬ 
ish  appearance,  not  uncommon  to  our  early  gold  coinage,  es- 

.  pecially  it  seems  for  pieces  made  from  Carolina  gold.  This  may 
have  been  the  case  for  the  present  specimen  as  in  1837  no 
branch  mints  had  been  established  for  coinage  closer  to  the 
source  of  bullion.  A  few  minor  hairlines  are  visible  along  with 
other  insignificant  imperfections.  A  tiny  edge  bruise  is  located 
at  12:00. 

2165  1838  Large  Arrows,  Small  5.  Breen-6514.  AU-50.  A  lustrous 
example  of  the  last  year  of  the  Classic  Head  style,  and  of  a  year 
which  is  fairly  elusive  (most  often  encountered  among  Classic 
Head  $5  pieces  are  those  dated  1834,  followed  by  issues  of 
1836  and  1835  in  that  order). 

Rare  1838-D  Half  Eagle 


2166  1838-D  Net  EF-45.  Breen-6518.  All  the  sharpness  and  appeal 
of  a  higher  grade,  but  lightly  brushed,  and  with  several  small 
depressions  present  on  each  side.  From  the  first  year  of 
Dahlonega  Mint  operations,  and  the  only  year  of  the  design 
type  with  a  mintmark. 

Opened  for  business  this  year,  the  Dahlonega  facility  struck  7,880  quarter 
eagles  and,  20,583  $5  pieces.  From  1838  until  1861  the  establishment  struck 
pieces  of  the  $2.50  and  $5  values,  plus,  beginning  in  1849,  the  gold  $1. 

Situated  high  in  the  mountains  of  Georgia,  Dahlonega  mainly  serv  iced  lo¬ 
cal  miners  and  refiners  who  desired  to  convert  their  bullion  into  coinage 
form,  thus  avoiding  the  cost  of  insurance  (typically  5%  of  the  value  of  the 
shipment)  and  risk  of  loss  that  attended  sending  gold  to  a  distant  location 
such  as  Philadelphia. 

Dahlonega  has  been  visited  by  a  number  of  numismatists  over  the  years, 
who  have  reported  on  their  findings  through  various  articles  and  publica¬ 
tions,  most  notably  a  lengthy  essay  by  Thomas  L.  Elder  in  The  Numismatist, 
Your  editor  was  surprised  to  learn  recently  that  much  California  gold  was 
sent  to  Dahlonega  to  be  processed  into  coins.  Had  someone  proposed  this 
as  a  theory,  we  would  have  rejected  it— until  we  saw  an  official  report  on  the 
matter. 
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(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2167  1839  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces.  The  first  year  of 
Christian  Gobrecht’s  Liberty  or  Coronet  half  eagle  design,  a 
sub-type  coined  only  in  this  one  year.  Diagnostic  rust  pit  (a 
tiny  raised  lump)  on  Liberty’s  neck.  Typically  encountered  in 
VF  or  EF,  and  an  important  rarity  in  Uncirculated. 

NGC  Population:  3;  6  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

The  obverse  of  Christian  Gobrecht’s  Liberty  or  Coronet  design  for  the 
1839  half  eagle  was  slightly  modified  the  following  year,  thereby  creating  a 
one-year-only  type.  After  1840,  the  half  eagle  went  virtually  unchanged,  save 
for  the  addition  of  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  the  reverse  in  1866, 
until  the  demise  of  the  type  in  1908. 


Uncirculated  1839  Half  Eagle 

First  Year  of  the  Design 
Remarkable  Quality 


Choice  Uncirculated  1844  Half  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


$5  Set  from  Different  Mints 

2169  Liberty  half  eagle  set  containing  one  example  from  each  of 
the  seven  mints  that  produced  the  denomination  in  the  early 
years:  ☆  1844-0  VF-35  ☆  1848-D  (Dahlonega)  VF-30  ☆  1853-C 
EF-45  ☆  1861  EF-40  ☆  1879-S  EF-45  ☆  1891-CC  ☆  1906-D 
(Denver).  Housed  in  a  custom  plastic  holder.  (Total:  7  pieces) 
The  $5  is  the  only  American  denomination  which  was  struck  at  all  seven  of 
the  “classic”  mints.  To  bring  the  above  collection  up  to  date  for  modern 
times,  a  West  Point  commemorative  $5  could  be  added. 


2170  1847-D  EF-45.  Lustrous  with  warm  golden  highlights.  A  popu¬ 
lar  Dahlonega  Mint  issue. 


2171  1858-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Desirable  early  San  Francisco  Mint  issue, 
produced  during  the  waning  years  of  the  Gold  Rush.  Well-cen¬ 
tered  impression  with  much  lustre  remaining.  Scarce  at  this 
grade  level. 


Rare  1864 


Half  Eagle 


2172  1864  EF-45  (ANACS).  Lustrous,  much  original  brilliance  re¬ 
mains.  A  rare  date  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint;  just  4,170  ex¬ 
amples  were  struck  for  general  circulation. 

As  noted  earlier  in  the  present  catalogue,  at  one  point  in  1864  it  took  over 
$250  in  “greenback”  notes  to  acquire  $100  face  value  in  gold.  America’s  cur¬ 
rency  system  was  in  a  turmoil,  and  paper  money  was  in  disfavor,  although 
citizens  really  had  no  practical  choice. 

In  a  related  context,  we  cannot  help  but  notice  that  in  recent  times— 1997 
and  so  far  in  1998— the  popular  press  has  been  “dumping”  on  gold  bullion, 
stating  that  it  is  out  of  favor,  no  one  wants  it,  and  so  on.  However,  anyone 
following  the  popular  press  on  the  subject  of  gold  is  apt  to  miss  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  buy  at  the  lows  and  will  have  many  opportunities  to  buy  at  the  highs, 
just  the  opposite  of  what  intelligent  investors  should  do.  As  these  particular 
words  are  being  written  in  this  catalogue— on  the  morning  of  January  8, 
1998,  we  have  just  heard  on  the  radio  that  overnight  the  value  of  paper 
money  in  Indonesia  has  fallen  25%!  We  certainly  hope  that  no  one  in  Indo¬ 
nesia  heeded  the  popular  press  and,  a  few  days  ago,  converted  all  of  their 
gold  to  paper  money! 

The  recent  relatively  low  market  value  of  gold  bullion  has  had  beneficial 
numismatic  effects,  inasmuch  as  more  people  are  interested  in  collecting 
gold  coins  than  ever.  Perhaps,  just  perhaps,  numismatists  are  smarter  than 
the  general  public. 


2168  1844  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  nicely  struck.  A 
pleasing  Coronet  half  eagle  that  is  decidedly  rare  in  Mint  State. 
Pf.t.S  Population:  3;  1  finer  (MS-64) 
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Important  1865-S  $5  Rarity 


2173  1865-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Subdued  greenish  gold  surfaces  with 
very  faint  orange  toning  hidden  among  the  devices.  A  few 
trivial  surface  marks  are  noted,  along  with  light  grafitti  on  the 
reverse  (no  doubt  without  these  marks  PCGS  would  have 
graded  it  higher;  seemingly  there  are  no  rules  as  to  what  does 
and  does  not  constitute  a  certifiable  coin),  beneath  AMERICA. 
The  mintmark  is  weak  but  visible. 


2174  1866-S  No  Motto.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Pale  yellow  gold  with  trivial 
surface  marks.  An  elusive  issue,  seldom  seen  in  any  grade.  The 
famous  Eliasberg  Collection  of  U.S.  gold  coins,  sold  by  us  in 
1982,  had  a  VF30  example,  a  piece  just  slightly  finer  than  the 
one  offered  here. 

2175  1868-S  VF-35  (NGC).  An  attractive  example  with  a  few  very 
minor  surface  abrasions. 


Mint  State  1873  $5  Rarity 

Closed  3  Variety 


2177  1873  Closed  3.  AU-50.  Lustrous.  Moderately  scarcer  than  its 
Open  3  counterpart. 

From  Lester  Merkin ’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  44 1. 

2178  1873  Open  3.  AU-55.  Lustrous. 

From  Lester  Merkin ’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  442. 

2179  Group  of  Liberty  and  Indian  half  eagles:  ☆  1880  EF-40  tr 
1881  (2).  AU-58  and  EF-40  ☆  1885-S  VF-25  ☆  1903-S  AU-50  ☆ 
1908  Liberty.  MS-62  ☆  191 1-S  VF-35.  (Total:  7  pieces) 


Gem  Uncirculated  1881  Half  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2180  1881  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous.  Relatively  common  in  all 
grades  except  for  the  gem  category,  at  which  point  the  date  is 
somewhat  elusive.  Among  the  finest  certified  by  NGC. 

NGC  Population:  7;  1  finer  (MS-66). 


2181  1881  Doubled  Date.  MS-62.  Breen-6714.  Lustrous. 

Traces  of  other  numerals,  presumably  8s,  can  be  seen  in  the  loops  of  the 
8s  in  the  date. 

2182  1882-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Attractive  example  of  this  western  mint 
issue.  Very  faint  hairlines  suggest  that  this  coin  was  once 
cleaned,  however,  lustre  in  the  protected  areas  along  with 
traces  of  pinkish  orange  toning  improves  the  desirability. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


2183  1886-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lustrous  specimen. 


2176  1873  Closed  3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  attractive  coin  and  a  signifi¬ 
cant  rarity.  Deep  orange-gold  obverse  with  lighter  yellow  re¬ 
verse.  Minor  surface  abrasions  are  noted,  these  being  less  se¬ 
vere  than  usually  encountered  at  this  grade  level.  Walter 
Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  notes 
that  this  issue  is  usually  found  in  VF  to  EF  grades  and  is  ex¬ 
tremely  rare  above  these  levels. 

PCGS  Population:  3,  4  finer  (all  MS-64). 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1891-CC  $5 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2184  1891-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  orange-gold  surfaces  show  a 
hint  of  rose  and  olive  highlights.  Plentiful  in  most  grades,  but 
quite  elusive  at  the  gem  Mint  State  level.  Among  the  finest  cer¬ 
tified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  1  finer  (MS-65). 


Proof  1899  Half  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2185  1899  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Some  light  hairlines  in  the  obverse 
field  account  for  the  Proof-62  grade.  However,  the  piece  is 
quite  attractive  overall,  with  the  frosty  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty 
standing  out  against  a  deep  mirror  field.  Only  99  Proofs  were 
coined,  probably  no  more  than  half  that  number  were  sold, 
and  even  fewer  can  be  traced  today. 


2186  1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces. 


2187  1906-D  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces.  From  the 
first  year  of  Denver  Mint  coinage. 


Gem  Proof  1907  $5 

Last  Proof  Year  of  Type 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2188  1907  Proof-64.  A  splendid  specimen  with  cameo  frosted  sur¬ 
faces  against  deep  mirror  fields.  A  remarkable  quality  example 
of  the  last  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  $5  for  which  Proofs  were 
struck  (no  Proofs  were  made  of  the  final  year  of  the  design, 
1908).  Another  remarkable  opportunity  to  acquire  a  world- 
class  gold  Proof. 

The  intending  purchaser  would  do  well  to  consider  the  various  splendid 
Proofs  in  the  present  catalogue.  Certainly,  the  chance  to  compete  for  so 
many  beautiful  pieces  is  indeed  almost  as  rare  as  the  coins  themselves!  And, 
there  is  something  very  special  about  a  gold  coin  with  Proof  finish.  Some 
have  characterized  these  as  the  “rarest  of  the  rare,”  a  philosophy  with  which 
it  would  be  difficult  to  argue. 
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Gem  Matte  Proof  1908  $5 

First  Year  of  Type 
Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


2189  1908  Matte  Proof-67  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  first 
year  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt’s  design.  The  finest  graded  by  NGC, 
standing  alone  at  the  Proof-67  level. 

NGC  Population  Report:  1;  none  finer. 

Although  the  Mint  reported  a  coinage  of  167  Proofs,  it  is  doubtful  if  more 
than  100  were  distributed,  and  of  those,  many  went  to  bankers,  congress¬ 


men,  and  other  non-numismatists.  Probably  not  more  than  a  handful  went 
to  dedicated  collectors  who  carefully  preserved  them.  Today,  the  1908 
Proof  $5  is  a  major  rarity  whose  attractiveness  is  enhanced  by  its  status  as 
the  first  year  of  its  kind. 

This  is  from  a  complete  set  of  four  1908  Matte  Proof  gold  coins  offered 
individually  in  the  present  catalogue. 


2190  1908-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Warm  highlights.  A  satiny,  lustrous 
specimen  from  the  first  year  of  the  design  type  (1908-1929). 

2191  Certified  Indian  half  eagle  duo  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint, 
each  graded  AU-53:  ☆  1910-S  (NGC)  ☆  191 1-S  (PCGS).  (Total: 
2  pieces) 

i  2192  191 1  MS-62.  Frosty. 

2193  1911  -D  AU-58  (NGC).  Minor  marks  are  evident  along  with 
very  light  traces  of  wear.  The  reverse  features  a  full,  complete 
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mintmark.  A  notable  key  issue  among  Indian  quarter  eagles  of 
the  1908-1929  type. 

Choice  Uncirculated  1914  $5 


2194  1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces.  A  difficult  date 
to  locate  in  choice  Mint  State. 
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2195  1916-S  MS-62.  A  lustrous  example  with  minor  surface  marks. 
The  mintage  of  240,000  ranks  this  issue  as  seventh  out  of  24 
issues.  Possibly  a  candidate  for  a  higher  grade  from  one  of  the 
certification  services. 


Eagles 

Our  offering  of  $10  gold  eagles  is  highlighted  by  the  incred¬ 
ibly  rare  1875  (Lot  2207),  in  good  company  with  many  other 
pieces,  early  and  late.  Certainly  the  specialist  will  enjoy  the 
opportunity  to  compete  for  an  especially  high-grade  1864-S, 
the  1 876-CC  is  a  rarity  in  any  season,  a  gem  Proof  1901  will  play 
to  a  wide  circle  of  bidders,  and  two  1907  $10  pieces  are 
especially  notable.  The  gem  Matte  Proof  1908  is  from  a 
complete  set  of  this  year  offered  in  the  present  sale.  Not  many 
Mint  State  191 1-D  eagles  exist;  one  of  them  is  described  under 
Lot  2226. 


Popular  1797  Eagle 

Heraldic  Eagle  Reverse 


2196  1797  Breen-2C.  Net  VF-25,  ex  jewelry.  Sharpness  of  EF-40 
with  some  minor  problems.  Still  fairly  lustrous,  particularly  on 
the  reverse.  The  first  year  of  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  style. 
Traces  of  an  old  mounting  on  the  edge  at  3:00,  6:00,  9:00,  and 
12:00,  and  a  scattering  of  surface  marks  seen  on  both  sides. 
From  Lester  Alerkin’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  450. 


2197  1799  Small  Stars,  Wide  Date.  B-1A.  Rarity-5.  EF-45.  Warm 
golden  highlights  on  lustrous  surfaces.  Hints  of  darkness  in 
places  on  the  edge,  a  possible  indication  of  solder.  Some  faint 
marks  present,  but  still  pleasing  overall. 

Smirk  in  the  year  of  George  Washington's  death. 


Desirable  1799  Eagle 


Popular  1799  Eagle 

Small  Obverse  Stars 


2198  1799  Small  Obverse  Stars.  B-4B.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS). 

Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre  remain.  A  few  tiny  obverse 
nicks  can  be  detected  with  the  unaided  eye,  such  having  been 
taken  into  consideration  when  the  experts  at  PCGS  assigned 
the  present  evaluation.  A  popular  design  type  in  a  highly  col¬ 
lectible  grade. 


2199  1801  B-2B.  AU-53.  Highly  lustrous  with  reflective  fields  and 
lightly  frosted  devices.  Sharply  struck  in  all  but  a  few  small  ar¬ 
eas;  eagle’s  feathers  complete  and  sharp  on  reverse.  A  few 
light  marks  present,  but  none  that  seriously  disturb  the  overall 
integrity  of  the  coin.  An  attractive  example  that  will  well  serve 
the  need  for  a  specimen  of  this  date  or  of  the  general  design 
type. 

From  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  452. 


Lustrous  1801  Eagle 


Popular  1801  Eagle 


2200  1801  B-2B.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Value  of  EF-40  (in  our  opinion), 
dark,  rough  in  areas,  perhaps  toned  in  places  to  hide  smooth¬ 
ing  of  the  surfaces.  The  grading  and  evaluation  of  a  coin  is  of¬ 
ten  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder,  and  we  certainly  respect  that 
someone  else  can  with  their  own  justification  call  it  AU-50. 
Grading  was,  is,  and  probably  always  will  be  a  matter  of  opin¬ 
ion.  In-person  examination  is  suggested. 
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Lovely  Uncirculated  1803  Eagle 

14th  Star  in  Cloud  Reverse 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2201  1803  Large  Reverse  Stars,  14th  Star  in  Cloud  Reverse.  B-1E. 
Rarity-4.  MS-62  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces. 
Rare  in  Uncirculated.  The  popular  variety  with  an  extra  star, 
smaller  than  the  others,  hidden  in  the  right-most  cloud  on  the 
reverse.  Some  light  mint-caused  planchet  adjustment  marks 
are  present  on  each  side.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

NGC  Population:  4;  2  finer  (MS-63  finest). 


Uncirculated  1803  Eagle 

Small  Reverse  Stars 


2202  1803  Small  Reverse  Stars.  B-1A.  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lovely,  lus¬ 
trous  beauty,  choice  for  the  grade.  Struck  from  clashed  dies. 
Sharp  in  all  areas  save  for  the  talons  and  arrows  on  the  reverse, 
where  some  mint-caused  adjustment  marks  are  also  present.  A 
highly  attractive,  far-above-average  example  that  is  deserving 
of  strong  bidding  competition. 

From  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  October  1969,  Lot  453. 


2203  1858-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Much  lustre  remains.  A  scarce  date, 
one  of  just  20,000  examples  minted.  Only  infrequently  found 
above  EF. 


2204  1862  EF-40.  Lustrous  with  warm  golden  tones  on  both  sides.  A 
few  scattered  marks  are  present.  A  scarce  Civil  War  issue. 
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Desirable  1864-S  Eagle 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2205  1864-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lovely  pale  orange  toning  with  sub¬ 
stantial  traces  of  lustre  visible.  Substantially  less  abrasions  than 
normally  encountered  at  this  grade  level.  A  rare  low-mintage 
(just  2,500  were  struck)  coin  which  is  unpriced  in  the  Guide 
Book  at  AU-50  or  higher  grade  levels.  Walter  Breen ’s  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  suggests  that  just  10  to 
12  examples  are  known  with  none  grading  better  than  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine.  Obviously  this  piece  never  passed  under  Walter 
Breen’s  gaze. 


2206  1868  VF-35.  Deep  gold  in  the  recessed  areas.  From  a  modest 
mintage  for  the  date  of  10,630  pieces. 

From  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  456. 


Landmark  1875  $10  Rarity 


Only  120  Pieces  Coined 
Fewer  Than  20  Known 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2207  1875  AU-50  (PCGS).  Reflective  surfaces  range  from  yellowish 
orange  to  grayish  gold.  Some  marks  are  seen  and  prompted 
the  experts  at  PCGS  to  assign  the  AU-50  grade. 

The  fame  of  the  1875  $10  is  long  enduring,  and  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  an  example  in  any  grade  is  a  momentous  occasion. 
Only  100  business  strikes  plus  20  Proofs  were  struck,  and  of 
this  number  probably  fewer  than  20  coins  totally  can  be 
traced.  Of  all  regular  issue  $10  coins  from  the  beginning  of  the 
series  in  1795  to  the  end  in  1933,  this  has,  by  far,  the  lowest 
mintage.  The  gold  specialist  will  want  to  bid  liberally  for  this 
specimen,  knowing  that  it  may  be  years  until  an  equivalent  ex¬ 
ample  appears  in  one  of  our  sales. 
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Rare  1876-CC  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2208  1876-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  An  important  rarity  among  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  issues  of  this  denomination.  Faint  orange  highlights 
with  minor  surface  abrasions.  Overall,  a  very  pleasing  speci¬ 
men  which  is  sure  to  elicit  strong  bidder  participation.  Only 
4,696  examples  of  this  issue  were  minted. 

As  a  collecting  specialty,  Carson  City  Mint  gold  coinage  has  received  tre¬ 
mendous  attention  in  recent  years.  In  their  study  of  the  series.  Gold  Coins  of 
the  Old  West  (available  from  our  Publications  Department),  authors  Doug 
Winter  and  Lawrence  Cutler  note  that  this  issue  is  among  the  rarest  of  all 
eagles  struck  at  Carson  City. 


2209  1889  MS-60  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  frosty  lustre.  A  some¬ 
what  overlooked  rarity  among  later  Liberty  Head  eagles.  Just 
4,440  business  strikes  were  minted,  and  most  of  these  have 
long  since  disappeared. 

PCGS  Population:  10,  5  finer  (MS-61  finest).  The  finest  certified  by  either 
PCGS  or  NGC  is  just  MS-62. 

2210  1891-CC  MS-61.  Fully  lustrous  with  strong  design  details. 
Light  hairlines  and  a  few  trivial  surface  marks  are  noted,  how¬ 
ever,  the  coin  has  significant  visual  appeal. 


Condition  Rarity  1892  Eagle 


2211  1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  pale  rose  highlights 
on  warm  golden  surfaces.  Rare  this  nice.  An  important  date  in 
gem  Mint  State  despite  its  generous  mintage  figure  of  797,480 
pieces. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1  finer  (MS-65). 

2212  1896-S  AU-58  (NGC).  An  important,  rather  unrecognized  scar¬ 
city  among  the  later  date  Liberty  Head  eagles.  Slight  traces  of 
wear  interrupt  the  lustre.  We  anticipate  substantial  bidder  ac¬ 
tivity  when  this  coin  crosses  the  block. 


2213  1897-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny  deep  orange 
lustre.  A  real  beauty.  Deserving  of  a  higher  grade  although 
microscopic  hairlines  are  the  basis  for  the  technical  grade. 


2214  1898  MS-63  (NGC).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  on  satiny  surfaces. 
Choice  for  the  grade. 
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Gem  Proof  1901  $10 


Among  Finest  Known 


Gem  Uncirculated  1907-D  Eagle 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2215  1901  Proof-64.  A  beautiful  cameo  striking  with  frosty  surfaces 
set  against  deep  mirror  fields— splendid  to  behold,  wonderful 
to  own. 

The  reported  mintage  for  the  1901  was  85  pieces,  but  it  is 
highly  unlikely  that  this  many  were  actually  distributed.  Today 
only  three  or  four  dozen  different  specimens  can  be  tracked, 
and  most  of  those  are  in  quality  less  than  the  presently  offered 
piece. 

This  represents  the  first  year  of  the  20th  century,  although  popular  senti¬ 
ment  had  it  that  1900  was  the  first  year— and  virtually  all  celebrations  for  the 
new  century  took  place  then.  Similarly,  the  new  millennium  begins  in  2001, 
not  the  year  2000,  but  it  seems  likely  that  no  one  can  wait  for  the  correct 
date,  and  thus  the  celebration  is  less  than  two  years  away  as  you  read  these 
words. 

2216  1 90 1-S  MS-62.  Lustrous. 


2217  1903-S  MS-63.  Attractive  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides. 

2218  1906-1)  MS-62.  Lustrous.  Repunched  date,  plainest  at  0  and  6. 


2219  1907-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny,  highly  lustrous.  From  the  final 
year  of  the  Coronet  design.  Relatively  available  in  lower 
grades,  but  quite  rare  at  the  MS-64  level.  The  Denver  Mint  ori¬ 
gin  lends  interest,  as  the  issue  was  no  doubt  struck  from  Rocky 
Mountain  gold,  probably  from  the  Cripple  Creek  District 
about  75  miles  to  the  southwest. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  none  finer. 


Gem  1907  Indian  $10 

No  Periods 


2220  1907  Indian.  No  Periods.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  satiny 
with  strong  eye  appeal.  A  satiny  gem  specimen  from  the  first 
year  of  the  design  type  (1907-1933).  Produced  in  quantity,  this 
issue  circulated  widely  and  effectively.  Few  specimens  were  set 
aside  as  novelties  as  the  first  year  of  issue.  Flowever,  most  Mint 
State  pieces  that  we  have  encountered  seem  to  have  a  Euro¬ 
pean  pedigree  and  have  come  from  hoards  kept  in  Swiss  and 
other  banks. 

Desirable  as  one  of  only  two  years  in  which  the  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens’ 
Indian  obverse  was  combined  with  the  reverse  lacking  the  motto  IN  GOD 
WE  TRUST. 


2221  1907  Indian.  No  Periods.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty 
with  rose  and  pale  olive  highlights. 
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Uncirculated  191 1-D  Eagle  Rarity 

Remarkably  Low  Mintage:  30,100 


2226  191 1-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  gold  surfaces  display  hints  of 
rose  and  sky  blue.  Rare  in  Mint  State.  One  of  just  30,100  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  date  struck,  the  lowest  regular-issue  production 
figure  in  the  Indian  eagle  series  (1907-1933). 


2227  191 1-D  AU-50.  Lustrous.  It  seems  that  many  if  not  most  were 
put  into  circulation,  with  the  result  that  the  typical  piece  en¬ 
countered  today  shows  signs  of  wear,  usually  more  than  on  the 
piece  offered  here. 

2228  191 1-S/S  AU-50.  Lustrous,  choice  for  the  grade. 


2229  1912  MS-63.  Lustrous  gold  with  a  hint  of  rose  and  olive. 

2230  1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Strong  lustre  on  satiny  surfaces. 

2231  1912-S  AU-50.  Plenty  of  lustre  remains. 

2232  1913  AU-55.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  choice  for  the  grade. 

2233  1913-S  AU-55.  Lustrous.  A  scarce  and  popular  branch  mint  is¬ 
sue,  one  of  just  66,000  examples  struck  of  the  date  and  mint. 

2234  1914  AU-50.  Much  lustre  remains. 


Gem  Matte  Proof  1908  $10 

With  Motto 
First  Year  of  Type 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2222  1908  Matte  Proof-66  (NGC).  With  Motto  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST,  representing  the  first  year  of  the  Indian  Head  obverse 
with  this  reverse  type.  The  Proof  mintage  amounted  to  116 
pieces,  according  to  Mint  records,  but  it  is  probable  that  fewer 
than  a  couple  dozen  went  into  numismatic  hands.  Today  the 
issue  is  exceedingly  rare.  The  presently  offered  piece  is  part  of 
a  complete  set  of  1908  Proof  gold  coins  presented  in  this  cata¬ 
logue. 

NGC  Population  Report:  3;  3  finer  (MS-68). 

This  piece  is  from  a  full  set  of  1908  Matte  Proof  gold  coins  offered  indi¬ 
vidually  in  the  present  sale. 

Among  Proof  gold  coins  the  various  Population  Reports  produced  by 
PCGS,  NGC,  and  ANACS  must  be  taken  with  a  liberal  dose  of  the  proverbial 
salt.  Often,  Proofs  will  be  submitted  again  and  again  and  again  in  an  attempt 
to  gain  an  upgrade  of  a  point  or  so.  As  we  have  remarked  before,  in  the  fu¬ 
ture,  for  certain  rarities  there  may  be  more  coins  certified  than  there  were 
coins  struck! 


2223  1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 

2224  1909  MS-62  (PCGS).  Strong  lustre. 

2225  1910  AU-50.  Strong  cartwheel  lustre. 
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(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2235  1914-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  and  sparkling 
rose  highlights  grace  warm,  satiny  golden  surfaces.  A  branch 
mint  rarity  at  the  assigned  grade  level.  Relatively  available  in 
lower  grades,  but  a  notabl3  rarity  in  gem  Mint  State  as  offered 
here.  A  prize  item  that  will  delight  the  successful  bidder.  We 
expect  to  see  strong  competition  as  this  crosses  the  auction 
block. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  2  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Satiny  Gem  Uncirculated  1914-D  $10 


2236  1914-D  AU-50.  Lustrous. 

2237  1914-S  MS-62.  Satiny  orange-gold  surfaces. 

2238  1914-S  AU-50.  Some  lustre  present. 

2239  1915  AU-50.  Lustrous  and  bright. 

2240  1915-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Deep  rose  iridescence  at  the 
rims. 

2241  1916-S  AU-50.  Deep  golden  lustre  on  both  sides. 

2242  1926  MS-61.  Satiny  golden  surfaces.  A  choice  coin  for  the 
grade. 

2243  1932  MS-63  (NGC).  Iridescent  rose  highlights.  The  final  col¬ 
lectible  date  in  the  Indian  eagle  series.  Strong  cartwheel  lustre 
on  frosty  surfaces. 


2246  1932  MS-62.  Satiny,  lustrous  surfaces. 

2247  1932  MS-61.  Lustrous  and  attractive. 

2248  1932  MS-60.  Lustrous. 

Double  Eagles 

In  today’s  enthusiastic  market  for  American  gold  coins,  no 
denomination  is  more  attractive  to  the  intending  buyer  than 
the  large,  heavy,  and  impressive  $20  double  eagle.  The  present 
sale  offers  an  attractive  selection  from  the  first  year  of  issue, 
1 850,  through  to  the  20th  century.  Along  the  way  will  be  found 
an  especially  attractive  Proof  1899  rarity  and  multiple  ex¬ 
amples  of  that  all-time  favorite,  the  MCMVII  (1907)  High 
Relief.  The  superb  Matte  Proof  1908  is  from  a  full  set  of  gold 
coins  of  this  year. 

2249  1850  AU-50.  A  lovely  specimen  of  the  first  regular  issue  of  the 
largest  actively  circulating  United  States  gold  denomination. 
Some  lines  indicate  a  long-ago  cleaning,  but  the  piece  is  quite 
attractive  overall. 

2250  1850  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  ANACS  holder  marked 
“genuine”  and  “cleaned.”  The  first  collectible  date  of  the  de¬ 
nomination  (1849-1933);  the  unique  1849-dated  double  eagle 
resides  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Desirable  1850-0  Double  Eagle 


2251  1850-0  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  as  are  most.  Attractive  greenish 
gold  with  a  few  minor  surface  marks  and  hairlines.  The  lower 
curve  of  the  mintmark  is  very  slightly  repunched,  a  feature  that 
has  not  been  mentioned  in  print,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge. 
This  is  a  scarce  coin  which  should  draw  the  attention  of  date 
collectors,  type  collectors,  and  mintmark  collectors. 

2252  1851-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  featuring  faint 
greenish  lustre  and  traces  of  light  orange  on  the  highest 
points.  Minor  surface  marks  are  evident,  consistent  with  the 
grade  level  being  offered. 

2253  1852-0  EF-45.  Slightly  reflective  greenish  gold  surfaces.  Minor 
scratches,  the  most  prominent  between  the  8  and  5  in  the  date. 

2254  1860-S  VF-35.  An  attractive  example  with  traces  of  lustre.  De¬ 
sirable  as  an  affordable  Type  I  Liberty  double  eagle. 


2244  1932  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  cartwheel  lustre  on  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  Pale  iridescent  rose  highlights. 


2245  1932  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  satiny  beauty  with  pale  olive  high¬ 
lights. 
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2255  1861  MS-61  (ANACS).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  present  on 
frosty  surfaces.  A  nice  coin  for  a  date  or  type  set. 

According  to  Walter  Breen,  much  of  the  mintage  of  the  1861  $20  was 
made  from  early  date  (1849-1854)  gold  dollars  that  had  been  claimed  by  the 
Treasury  Department  and  turned  into  bullion. 

2256  1864  EF-45  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of  lustre  on  both  sides. 
A  popular  date. 

2257  1864-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Some  lustre  remains. 

2258  1867  AU-55.  Boldly  defined  with  wide  borders.  Some  trivial 
marks  are  visible,  not  unusual  for  the  grade. 

2259  1868-S  EF-45.  Nearly  full  lustre  and  possibly  a  candidate  for  a 
higher  grade. 

t, 

2260  1869-S  AU-50.  Attractive  pale  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  nearly 
complete  lustre.  Trivial  surface  marks  are  visible.  Overall,  this 
is  a  desirable  Type  II  Liberty  double  eagle. 

2261  1873-S  EF-40.  Nearly  full  mint  lustre  remains. 

2262  1874-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Quite  a  few  tiny  marks  are 
seen  on  the  obverse  and  far  fewer  on  the  reverse.  Undoubtedly 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  gurus  at  NGC  when  they  as¬ 
signed  the  grade.  Popular,  as  are  all  Carson  City  gold  coins. 

2263  1876-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre. 


Uncirculated  1884-CC  $20 


2264  1884-CC  MS-61  (NGC).  A  frosty  example  of  the  date  and  type. 
Always  popular  due  to  the  presence  of  the  tiny  CC  mintmark 
on  the  reverse. 

2265  1888  AU-58  (ANACS).  Lustrous. 

2266  1889  MS-60  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  violet  toning  highlights 
on  both  sides.  A  nice  example  at  this  grade  level.  Scarce. 

2267  1890-CC  AU-55  (NGC).  A  lovely  coin  despite  minor  abrasions 
on  Miss  Liberty’s  neck  and  in  the  obverse  fields.  Strong  lustre 
is  highlighted  by  faint  pinkish  toning.  This  issue  has  the  high¬ 
est  mintage  among  all  Carson  City  double  eagles,  and  yet,  the 

•  production  quantity  still  failed  to  reach  the  100,000  coin  mark. 

2268  1891-S  AU-55.  Lustrous  with  a  few  faint  hairlines  present. 

From  Flans  M.F.  Schulman  and  Abner  Kreisberg's  sale  of  April, 
1955,  Lot  2722. 

2269  1894  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  orange  golden  sur¬ 
faces. 


2270  1894-S  MS-61.  Highly  lustrous  and  choice  for  the  grade. 


2271  1897  MS-63.  Fully  lustrous  and  sharply  struck  with  just  a  few 
minor  abrasions,  consistent  with  the  grade.  Although  a  com¬ 
mon  date,  this  issue,  like  many,  is  elusive  at  this  grade  level.  A 
review  of  the  PCGS  population  report  will  serve  as  an  illustra¬ 
tion,  even  though  this  coin  is  not  certified.  PCGS  has  graded 
3,074  examples  of  this  date  as  MS-60  or  better.  Of  these,  just 
235  (fewer  than  8%)  have  been  graded  MS-63  or  better. 

2272  1897-S  EF-40.  Nice  lustre  for  the  grade,  and  free  of  heavy 
marks. 
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Splendid  Proof  1899  $20 

Among  Finest  Known 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2273  1899  Proof-64.  A  splendid  cameo  Proof,  one  of  the  finest 
known  from  a  reported  mintage  of  84  pieces,  and  a  population 
today  below  the  50  mark.  A  gem  Proof  Liberty  Head  double 
eagle  is  an  object  of  rare  beauty  and  acquisition  desire,  and  the 
present  piece  will  satisfy  the  longing  for  anyone  who  has 
hoped  to  obtain  a  truly  splendid  coin  for  use  in  a  date  set  or, 
more  likely,  in  a  type  set. 


2274  Trio  of  certified  Liberty  double  eagles:  ☆  1899  AU-55  (PCI)  ☆ 
1902  AU-58  (NGC)  ☆  1904-S  AU-50,  cleaned  (PCI  red  label). 
(Total:  3  pieces) 

2275  1902  AU-58  (ANACS).  Lustrous  surfaces  exhibit  warm  olive 
tones.  A  low-mintage  date;  only  31,140  were  struck. 

2276  1904  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  deeper  gold  highlights  at  the  rims. 

2277  1905  Al  58  (ANACS).  Lustrous  on  both  sides.  A  date  that  is 
seldom  found  in  any  Mint  State  grade. 


Gem  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2278  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Slight  wire  rim 
details  on  both  sides.  Lustrous  with  warm  golden  highlights  on 
satiny  surfaces.  Designed  by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  and  ar¬ 
guably  the  most  beautiful  of  all  U.S.  coin  designs.  Certainly 
among  the  most  popular  of  all  gold  issues,  a  coin  that  is  in  con¬ 
stant  demand  year  in  and  year  out.  This  design  type  was  struck 
five  times  per  coin  to  insure  the  full  reproduction  of  the  high 
relief  design. 

In  1905,  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  contacted  his  acquaintance, 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  America’s  best-known  and  most  accomplished 
sculptor,  and  laid  the  groundwork  for  the  artist  to  redesign  all  American 
coins  from  the  cents  to  the  double  eagle.  Earlier,  Roosevelt  had  visited  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  and  had  seen  Greek  coins  on  display.  Admiring 
their  artistry,  the  chief  executive  felt  that  our  own  circulating  coins  could  be 
improved,  and  thus  his  effort  in  this  direction. 

Working  in  his  studio  in  Cornish,  NH  (now  a  National  Historical  Site), 
Saint-Gaudens  began  the  task,  creating  sketches  for  the  cent,  $10  and  $20. 
By  mid-1907,  the  $10  and  $20  were  nearly  finished.  The  artist  died  of  cancer 
on  August  3,  1907,  after  which  time  his  assistant,  Henry  Hering,  carried  on 
the  effort.  The  $20  was  modeled  after  the  Sherman  Victor)’  monument  com¬ 
pleted  by  Saint-Gaudens  in  1903  and  erected  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Cen¬ 
tral  Park  (where  it  can  be  seen  today,  perhaps  even  more  beautiful  than  in 
past  decades,  as  it  was  recently  given  a  new  coat  of  gold  leaf).  Production 
problems  developed  when  it  was  realized  that  to  bring  up  the  idiot  clTec- 
tively,  each  piece  needed  to  be  struck  more  than  once.  Roosevelt  stated  that 
he  really  didn't  care,  and  il  only  one  such  double  eagle  could  be  sti  ui  k  pet 
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day  so  be  it.  However,  more  than  that  were  made,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
some  11,250  had  left  the  coining  presses  in  Philadelphia.  These  were  re¬ 
leased  through  banks,  where  they  became  an  instant  object  of  desire  and 
speculation,  quickly  rising  in  value  to  $22  and  then  to  as  high  as  $30  by  De¬ 
cember  31,  1907.  Not  only  did  the  public  appreciate  these  handsome  coins, 
but  numismatists  were  even  more  ecstatic.  Many  paragraphs  of  praise  filled 
the  columns  of  The  Numismatist. 

We  could  go  on  and  on  concerning  this  particular  variety,  and  should  the 
purchaser  of  the  present  lot  desire  more  information,  we  would  be  happy  to 
supply  it  gratis  upon  request. 


Lovely  MCMVII  High  Relief 


2279  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  MS-62  (ANACS).  Lustrous.  A 
hint  of  olive  and  honey  gold.  Sharp  high  relief  motifs  and 
deeply  basined  fields.  Another  attractive  example  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  and  beautiful  design. 


Popular  MCMVII  High  Relief 


2280  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  MS-62  (ANACS).  Wire  rim  de¬ 
tails  on  both  sides.  Some  minor  rim  damage  undoubtedly  pre¬ 
vented  the  experts  at  ANACS  from  assigning  a  higher  grade 
such  as  MS-63  or  MS-64.  Attractive  overall,  another  specimen 
of  this  popular  issue.  A  hint  of  olive  on  satiny  surfaces. 


One  Lot  Only 

Do  you  want  to  increase  your  chances  for  success? 
Please  refer  to  the  Term  of  Sale,  No.  16  for  our  “One  Lot 
Only”  option.  With  it  you  can  bid  on  several  examples  of 
the  same  issue  or  type  and  be  sure  that  you  will  win  no 
more  than  one.  This  is  a  very  valuable  feature.  Use  it! 


MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


2281  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Wire  rim  details 
(particularly  on  the  right  obverse,  where  the  rim  is  essentially 
as  “tall”  as  ever  seen).  Rich  orange-gold  highlights  in  the  re¬ 
cessed  design  areas.  Strong  lustre  on  both  sides.  Free  of  un¬ 
sightly  marks  despite  a  brief  stay  in  circulation  or  use  as  a 
pocket  piece.  A  further  example  of  this  splendid  American 
numismatic  showpiece.  What  an  impressive  line-up  we  have  in 
this  sale! 


MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


2282  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  AU-55.  Wire  rim  details  on  most 
of  obverse,  some  of  reverse.  Lustrous.  High  relief  motifs  and 
deeply  basined  fields  free  of  noticeable  marks. 


MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


2283  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  EF-40  (NGC).  Attractive  deep 
gold  in  the  protected  areas  of  the  design.  A  moderately  circu¬ 
lated  but  relatively  unmarked  specimen.  Perhaps  this  suggests 
duty  as  a  pocket  piece  rather  than  a  workhorse  coin  in  com¬ 
merce.  Quite  desirable  for  this  grade.  A  final  example  of  this 
desirable  variety. 


2284  1908  No  Motto.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous. 
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Gem  Matte  Proof  1908  $20 

First  Year  of  Type 
Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2285  1908  Matte  Proof-66  (NGC).  With  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 
on  the  reverse.  Finest  graded  by  NGC,  with  no  competition  at 
this  or  any  higher  level. 

Only  101  specimens  were  reported  to  have  been  coined  of 
the  1908  $20,  of  which  it  is  unlikely  that  more  than  a  dozen 
were  acquired  by  numismatists  at  the  time.  Such  numismatists 
as  William  Forester  Dunham  (the  Chicago  druggist)  and 
Henry  Chapman  (Philadelphia  dealer)  remarked  as  early  as 
1920  that  Matte  Proofs  of  the  preceding  decade  or  so  were 
rarities.  Some  exchange  of  correspondence  in  this  regard  is 
reprinted  in  the  presented  editor’s  (QDB’s)  1979  book  written 
for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University,  The  History  of  United  States 
Coinage  As  Illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection. 

The  present  piece  not  only  stands  tall  and  proud  from  the 
standpoint  of  numerical  grade,  but  it  is  also  exceedingly  desir¬ 
able  as  the  first  year  of  its  design  type.  Accordingly,  strong  bid¬ 
ding  competition  is  indicated  and,  indeed,  merited. 

NGC  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

This  piece  is  from  a  full  set  of  Matte  Proof  gold  coins  of  1908  offered  indi¬ 
vidually  in  the  present  catalogue. 


2286  1911-D  MS-63  (NGC).  I  mstrous.  A  popular  branch  mint  issue. 

2287  1913-S  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Highly  prized  for  its  enticingly  low 
mintage  figure,  just  34,000  were  made.  A  scarce  date  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  grade. 

2288  1914-S  MS-64.  A  lustrous  example  of  a  popular  branch  mint 
issue. 


2289  1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Pale  rose  highlights. 

2290  1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  detailed  with  satiny  lustre  and 
light  orange  toning. 

2291  1923  MS-62  (PCI).  Strong  lustre. 

2292  1924  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Satiny  surfaces. 

2293  1924  MS-63  (Accugrade).  Lustrous. 

2294  1924  MS-62  (PCI).  Lustrous.  Nice  for  the  grade. 

2295  1927  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Surfaces  are  nicer  than  the  grade  im¬ 
plies. 

2296  1928  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous. 

PRIVATE  AND  TERRITORIAL 

Gold  Coins 

Our  selection  of  private  and  territorial  gold  coins  includes 
issues  from  the  Bechtler  days  through  to  the  California  Gold 
Rush.  Friends  of  this  romantic  series  will  be  pleased  to  learn 
that  we  have,  in  house,  a  fine  manuscript  by  Dan  Owens  on 
California  minters,  assayers,  and  others  related  to  this  interest¬ 
ing  coinage.  We  anticipate  that  a  book  will  be  published  by  us 
this  year,  several  hundred  pages  in  length,  containing  informa¬ 
tion  not  readily  available  in  any  other  single  source.  Watch  for 
announcements. 


1834  Christopher  Bechtler  $5 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


2297  1834  Christopher  Bechtler.  $5.  Kagin-17.  Rarity-5.  EF-40.  C. 

BECHTLER  AT  RUTHERFORD,  around,  5  DOLLARS  at  ob¬ 
verse  center,  CAROLINA  GOLD  and  20  CARATS  around, 
AUGUST  1,  1834  and  140  G  at  reverse  center.  Some  light 
marks  at  the  5  in  the  denomination. 

Christopher  Bechtler,  along  with  his  son,  August,  and  his  nephew  Christo¬ 
pher,  operated  a  private  mint  near  Rutherfordton,  North  Carolina,  that 
area  was  the  principal  source  of  gold  in  America  before  significant  gold 
strikes  were  made  in  California  beginning  in  18-48. 

Weight:  138.7  grains;  diameter:  24.5mm. 

From  Lester  Meritin' s  sale  of  October  4,  7969,  Lot  178. 
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August  Bechtler  $5  Rarity 


2298  Undated  ( 1842-1852)  August  Bechtler.  $5.  K-27.  Rarity-5-.  EF- 

45.  A.  BECHTLER  and  RUTHERFORD,  around,  5  DOLLARS 
at  obverse  center,  CAROLINA  GOLD  around,  134  G.  and  21 
CARATS  at  reverse  center.  Warm  golden  tones,  some  lustre  in 
the  protected  design  areas. 

Weight:  133.9  grains;  diameter:  24.8mm. 

From  Lester  Merkin ’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  379. 


1849  Norris,  Gregg  Sc  Norris  $5 


,  (photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2299  1849  Norris,  Gregg  8c  Norris.  $5.  K-4.  Rarity-4.  EF-45.  A  de¬ 
lightful  specimen  of  a  popular  rarity.  Rich  orange-gold  toning. 
An  issue  whose  legend  proclaims  FULL  WEIGHT  OF  HALF 
EAGLE  on  the  reverse. 

Issues  by  this  firm  are  thought  to  be  the  first  California  territorial  gold 
coinage.  Indeed,  the  surnames  representing  the  enigmatic  initials  N.G.&N. 
on  the  coins  were  not  identified  in  print  until  the  sale  of  the  Augustus 
Humbert  Collection  in  1902.  Later,  much  more  information  was  gathered, 
and  it  was  found  that  the  outfit  had  been  engaged  in  the  plumbing  trade  in 
New  York  City  prior  to  seeking  its  greater  fortune  in  California. 

Weight:  130.7  grains;  diameter:  21.4mm. 


Popular  1849  Moffat  Sc  Co.  $5 

The  Norweb  Specimen 


2300  1849  Moffat  &  Co.  $5.  K-4a.  VF-30.  Plenty  of  original  bril¬ 
liance  present  on  lustrous  surfaces.  Choice  for  the  grade.  Simi¬ 
lar  in  overall  appearance  to  the  federal  half  eagles  of  the  era. 
Reverse  die  breaks  at  FIVE  DOL. 

Weight:  128.7  grains;  diameter:  21.8mm. 

Moffat  &  Co.  were  a  “semi-official"  mint  in  California.  Their  successor 
firm,  Curtis,  Perry  and  Ward,  established  the  United  States  Mint  in  San 
Francisco. 

The  firm  Moffat  &  Company  was  to  the  business  of  minting  gold  coins 
privately,  what  D.W.  Griffith  was  to  the  film  industry  in  its  early  days— it 
could  do  no  wrong,  and  its  principals  almost  walked  on  water.  Time  and 
again,  Moffat  8c  Company  was  lionized  in  print,  while  its  competitors  were 
roundly  criticized  for  various  activities,  most  notably  issuing  coins  that  were 
somewhat  lighter  in  weight.  In  time,  Moffat  was  operated  by  the  partnership 
of  Curtis,  Perry  &  Ward,  which  in  1853  sold  out  to  United  States  govern¬ 
ment.  In  1854  the  former  Moffat  facility  reopened  as  the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  The  premises  were  used  in  this  regard  until  the  new  mint  was  opera¬ 
tional  in  1873. 

As  a  peek  at  the  future,  we  have  in  house  a  very  large,  fascinating,  and  in¬ 
formation-filled  manuscript  from  Dan  Owens.  During  this  year  we  hope  to 
publish  this  as  a  “sourcebook”  of  information  concerning  California  mint- 
ers  and  assayers  who  issued  coins  and  bars.  Primarily  drawing  upon  contem¬ 
porary  articles  and  other  sources,  the  volume  will  contain  much  information 
that  has  never  appeared  in  print  before  in  a  single  easily  available  source. 

From  oar  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  Part  III,  November  1988, 
Lot  3354;  ex  Joseph  C.  Hostetler,  January  I960.  The  Norweb  pedi¬ 
gree  brings  to  mind  the  joy  of  being  a  professional  numismatist  and 
being  able  to  interact  with  many  fine  people,  including  those  who 
formed  or  later  were  in  charge  of  selling  some  of  the  finest  cabinets 
ever  assembled.  For  the  rest  of  our  lives,  members  of  the  Norweb, 
Eliasberg  Brand,  and  other  families  will  be  warm  friends  by  virtue  of 
our  shared  experiences. 


2301  1850  Moffat  &  Co.  $5.  K-7a.  Rarity-4.  VF-20.  What  tales  of  the 
gold  rush  era  this  well-circulated  coin  could  tell!  Deep  golden 
tones  on  both  sides.  A  few  scattered  marks  are  present,  but 
still  highly  presentable  for  the  grade.  A  sizable  rim  cud  is  seen 
at  the  reverse  rim  at  DOL. 

Weight:  124.4  grains;  Diameter:  21.9mm. 
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1852  U.S.  Assay  Office  Of  Gold  $50 

887  THOUS.  Variety 


2302  1852  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  $50  octagonal  gold  “slug.”  K- 
13.  Rarity-5.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Reeded  edge.  887  THOUS.  on  re¬ 
verse  ribbon.  Target  reverse  style,  with  concentric  circles  at  the 
center.  Surfaces  display  fewer  heavy  marks  than  typically  seen  for 
the  issue.  Much  lustre  remains  in  the  recessed  areas  of  the  design. 

Although  federal  coinage  standards  for  gold  at  the  time  mandated  90% 
gold  content,  or  a  fineness  of  900,  the  parting  and  refining  methods  cur¬ 
rently  in  use  in  California  were  not  able  to  easily  bring  up  to  that  level  the 
metal  from  the  California  gold  fields.  According,  a  compromise  was 
adopted,  and  various  issues  are  identified  as  being  880,  884,  or  887  fineness. 
Later,  the  desired  900  fineness  was  achieved. 


2303  1852  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  $10.  K-12a(2).  VF-30.  884 

THOUS.  Deep  gold  at  the  rims.  A  scarce  issue.  As  noted 
above,  the  884  THOUS.  reflects  the  difficulty  of  parting  gold 
and  refining  it  to  the  federal  900  standard. 


1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  $20 

900  THOUS.  Variety 


2304  1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  $20.  K-18.  AU-53  (PCGS). 

Reeded  edge.  900  THOUS.  on  reverse  ribbon.  Lustrous  and  sat¬ 
iny,  particularly  on  the  obverse  among  the  engine-turned 
circles.  A  hint  of  weakness  at  the  center  of  the  eagle,  otherwise 
sharp  and  basically  problem  free.  Warm  gold  toning  at  the  rims. 

More  so  than  any  other  U.S.  Assay  Office  issue,  the  $20  pieces  of  1853 
were  produced  in  prodigious  quantities.  It  seems  that  these  were  the  coin  of 
favor  in  large  commercial  transactions,  $50  pieces  not  having  been  minted 
suite  the  preceding  year,  1852.  From  a  coinage  that  must  have  run  into  the 
hundreds  of  thousands,  perhaps  1,000  to  2,000  exist  today  (our  estimate). 


Desirable  1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  $20 

900  THOUS.  Reverse 


2305  1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  $20.  K-18.  AU-50.  Reeded 
edge.  900  THOUS.  variety.  Lustrous,  with  warm  golden  high¬ 
lights  on  both  sides.  A  few  tiny  edge  bruises  present,  otherwise 
mark  free. 

Weight:  514.9  grains;  diameter:  34.1mm. 

From  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  380;  ex  Philip 
Strous  Estate. 


Popular  1854  Kellogg  Sc  Co.  $20 


2306  1854  Kellogg  &  Co.  $20.  K-16.  Rarity-5.  AU-50.  Similar  to  the 
U.S.  double  eagles  of  the  era,  but  with  KELLOGG  8c  CO.  on 
Liberty’s  diadem.  The  reverse  is  also  similar  to  the  federal  is¬ 
sue,  but  with  SAN  FRANCISCO  CALIFORNIA.  Lustrous.  A 
few  scattered  marks  and  a  small  reverse  edge  bruise  present, 
but  still  attractive  for  the  grade. 

Weight:  512.9  grains;  diameter:  34.5mm. 

Kellogg  &  Company’s  first  $20  pieces  were  released  for  circulation  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  1854,  shortly  before  the  United  States  Mint  in  San  Francisco  began 
coinage  operations.  Although  Kellogg  was  a  latecomer  to  the  private  coin 
minting  game,  from  1853  through  1855  the  firm  turned  out  many  fine  coins 
that  were  eagerly  accepted  in  the  channels  of  commerce. 

From  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  October  4,  1969,  Lot  381. 


Fax  Us! 

Fax  us  your  bid  sheet.  It  will  save  time  and  effort  on 
your  part.  And,  when  it  comes  to  a  tie  bid,  the  bid 
sheet  that  arrives  first  wins  the  lot!  Your  bid  can  be 
just  a  “phone  call”  away.  Fax  your  bid  sheet  to  us  at 
(603)  569-5319. 
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(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2307  1850  Mormon.  $5.  K-5.  Rarity-5+.  EF-45.  Rare  and  desirable. 
A  choice  coin  for  the  grade  with  strong  design  elements 
present.  Lustrous  and  aside  from  a  small  point  of  roughness 
above  the  clasped  hands,  basically  free  of  unsightly  marks.  A 
grand  opportunity  for  the  serious  student  (and  collector)  of 
territorial  gold  issues. 

Weight:  113.6  grains;  diameter:  22.4mm. 

These  and  othqr  gold  coins  were  minted  in  Salt  Lake  City  under  the  aus¬ 
pices  of  Brigham  Young  and  the  other  leaders  of  the  Mormon  church. 
Much  lighter  than  federal  or  even  privately  minted  gold  coins  of  the  era, 
such  pieces  did  not  circulate  outside  of  the  Salt  Lake  City  area.  However,  in 
their  own  locale  their  use  was  mandated,  and  the  pieces  served  their  in¬ 
tended  purpose.  Today,  most  Mormon  coins  are  in  grades  from  VF  to  EF. 


Rare  1850  Mormon  $5  Gold 


The  Norweb  1860  Clark,  Gruber  $2.50 


1  2308  1860  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.  $2.50.  K-l.  VF-30.  Rich  highlights 
in  the  recessed  areas.  A  tiny  obverse  rim  nick  is  present  at  9:00, 
and  a  few  other  tiny  marks  can  be  seen  as  well.  Still  a  nice  coin 
overall.  The  Norweb  specimen. 

Less  frequently  offered  than  the  $5  and  $10  denominations  of  the  issuer. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  Part  III,  November  1988, 
Lot  3368;  ex  Joseph  C.  Hostetler,  January  1960. 

Commemorative 
Silver  Coins _ 

In  the  following  pages  will  be  found  an  attractive  represen¬ 
tation,  including  duplicates  in  some  instances,  of  popular  silver 
keries  from  1892  through  the  end  of  the  “classic”  era. 


Lustrous  Gem  1893  Isabella  Quarter 


2309  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Richly  toned  in  deep  iri¬ 
descent  rose  and  golden  gray. 

The  Isabella  quarter  stands  as  the  first  United  States  commemorative  coin 
of  this  denomination.  First  offered  at  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  in 
Chicago  in  1893,  sales  were  disappointing  for  several  reasons.  First  and 
most  important,  $1  was  the  price  for  this  quarter  dollar,  the  same  price 
charged  for  the  Columbian  Exposition  half  dollar.  Obviously  any  “smart" 
person  would  rather  have  the  highest  denomination  (tongue-in-cheek  com¬ 
ment).  Second,  the  Isabella  quarter  had  virtually  no  national  fanfare,  was 
not  the  subject  of  widespread  news  coverage,  and  excited  no  controversy— in 
sharp  contrast  to  the  half  dollar  which  nearly  everyone  knew  about.  Third, 
at  the  Exposition  itself,  while  the  half  dollars  were  offered  for  sale  at  several 
places,  apparently  the  quarter  dollars  were  only  sold  in  the  women’s  build¬ 
ing— and  thus  attracted  fewer  passersby. 

After  the  Exposition  closed,  many  thousands  of  unsold  pieces  were  pur¬ 
chased  by  Silas  C.  Stevens,  the  Chicago  dealer  of  whom  some  comments  are 
given  in  the  present  catalogue  under  the  introductory  material  relating  to 
Theophile  E.  Leon  and,  later,  in  the  offering  of  Leon  material. 


1893  Isabella  Quarter 


2310  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre 
present  on  both  sides.  Vividly  toned  in  deep  iridescent  rose, 
violet,  and  gold. 


23 11  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-64.  A  satiny  gem,  richly  toned  in  iri¬ 
descent  gold  and  rose. 

2312  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63.  Highly  lustrous  and  richlv  toned. 

2313  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63.  Deeply  toned  in  violet  and  blue. 

2314  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62.  Lustrous  and  deeply  (but  evenly) 
toned. 

2315  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62.  Attractively  toned. 

2316  Selection  of  commemorative  silver  coins:  ☆  1893  Isabella 
quarter.  AU-58,  lightly  cleaned  ☆  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  AU- 
55,  surfaces  brushed  ☆  1936  Lynchburg.  AU-55,  lightly 
cleaned  ☆  1921  Missouri.  Plain.  AU-58,  faint  obverse  scratch  ☆ 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  AU-58.  (Total:  5  pieces) 
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2317  Commemorative  mix:  ☆  1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-50.  Dark  ☆ 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  EF-40  ☆  1936-S  Boone.  MS-63  ☆  1934 
Maryland.  MS-63  ☆  1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-63  ☆  1925  Stone 
Mountain.  MS-62.  (Total:  6  pieces) 


2318  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-63.  Highly  lustrous  and  richly  toned 
in  iridescent  blue,  rose,  and  silver  gray.  Repunched  final  A  in 
AMERICA. 

2319  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  AU-58.  Attractive  rose  and  gold  on  both 
sides. 

Glittering  Uncirculated  1921  Alabama  500 

No  2X2  in  Field 


2320  1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
glittering  gem  example. 

Authorized  in  1920  for  a  celebration  which  took  place  in  1919,  with  the 
coins  not  issued  (or  dated)  until  1921!  Designed  by  Laura  Gardin  Fraser. 
The  appearance  of  Alabama  governor  T.E.  Kilby  on  this  issue  marks  the  first 
time  a  living  person  appeared  on  U.S.  coinage. 

2321  1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-63.  Attractively  toned  in  deep  gun- 
metal-blue. 

2322  A  half  dozen  popular  commemorative  half  dollar  issues,  all 

brilliant  unless  noted:  ☆  1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-61  ☆  1936 
Albany.  MS-62  ☆  1924  Huguenot.  MS-62  ☆  1920  Maine.  MS- 
62.  Old  album  toning  ☆  1926-S  Oregon  Trail.  MS-61  ☆  1936 
Wisconsin.  MS-61.  Old  album  toning.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

2323  One  dozen  commemorative  half  dollars,  brilliant  unless 
noted:  ☆  1921  Alabama.  Plain.  AU-58  ☆  1936-S  Bay  Bridge. 
MS-61.  Lightly  toned  ☆  1925-S  California.  AU-58.  Medium 
toning  ☆  1936  Cleveland.  AU-58.  Lightly  toned  ☆  1922  Grant. 
Plain.  MS-61  ☆  1925  Lexington.  AU-58.  Lightly  toned  ☆  1936 
Long  Island.  AU-58  ☆  1921  Missouri.  Plain.  AU-58.  Deeply 
toned  ☆  1923-S  Monroe.  AU-55  ☆  1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU- 
55  ☆  1936  Robinson/ Arkansas.  MS-60  ☆  1925  Vancouver. 
MS-61.  (Total:  12  pieces) 

2324  Selection  of  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆  1921  Alabama. 
Plain.  AU  50,  whizzed  it  1 936-1)  Arkansas.  MS-61  ☆  1936-S 
Bay  Bridge.  MS-60  ☆  1936  Cleveland.  MS-61  ☆  1946  Iowa.  MS- 
62  ^  1925  Lexington.  MS-62  ☆  1936  Long  Island.  MS-61  ☆ 
1936  Robinson-Arkansas.  MS-62  ☆  1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS- 
00.  All  roins  mainly  brilliant.  (Total:  9  pieces) 


2325  1936  Albany.  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  pale  rose  surfaces. 

2326  Five  commemorative  half  dollars,  all  brilliant  and  all  graded 
MS-64:  ☆  1936  Albany  ☆  1936  Columbia,  SC  ☆  1936 
Gettysburg  ☆  1937  Roanoke  ☆  1927  Vermont.  A  nice  group. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 

2327  A  group  of  commemorative  half  dollars,  all  graded  MS-62:  ☆ 
1936  Albany  ☆  1936-D  Arkansas  ☆  1936  Bridgeport  ☆  1935 
Connecticut  ☆  1936  Delaware  ☆  1946  Iowa  ☆  1936 
Lynchburg.  Some  lightly  toned.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

2328  1937  Antietam.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splash  of  gold  on  highly  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces. 

2329  1937  Antietam.  MS-64.  Lustrous  with  light  golden  toning. 

2330  1937  Antietam.  MS-61.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

2331  Commemorative  half  dollar  group:  ☆  1936-S  Arkansas.  AU-55  ☆ 
1922  Grant.  AU-58  ☆  1934  Maryland.  AU-55  ☆  1926-S  Oregon 
Trail.  MS-62  ☆  1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63  ☆  1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU- 
58  ☆  1934  Texas.  AU-55.  All  faindy  toned.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

2332  Selection  of  commemorative  half  dollars,  all  MS-63:  ☆  1939-S 
Arkansas  ☆  1936  Cincinnati  ☆  1936  Delaware  ☆  1922  Grant. 
No  Star  ☆  1946  Iowa  ☆  1936  Lynchburg  ☆  1936  Robinson  ☆ 
1949  Booker  T.  Washington  ☆  1936  York.  Mainly  brilliant, 
some  lightly  toned.  (Total:  9  pieces) 

2333  A  baker’s  dozen  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆  1936-S  Bay 
Bridge.  MS-62  ☆  1936  Delaware.  MS-63  ☆  1936  Elgin.  MS-63 

☆  1936  Long  Island  (2).  MS-61,  and  AU-58  ☆  1936  Lynchburg. 
MS-63  ☆  1934  Maryland.  MS-62  ☆  1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-63 

☆  1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-63  ☆  1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64 
(NGC)  ☆  1936-S  Texas.  MS-63  ☆  1925  Vancouver.  MS-62  ☆ 
1936  York.  MS-64.  Some  brilliant,  others  lightly  toned.  (Total: 

13  pieces) 

2334  Commemorative  half  dollars,  all  MS-60:  ☆  1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

☆  1925-S  California,  lightly  cleaned  ☆  1918  Illinois  ☆  1925 
Lexington  ☆  1927  Vermont.  All  lightly  toned.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2335  Gem  commemorative  half  dollar  quartette,  all  MS-65:  ☆  1935 
Boone.  Small  1934  ☆  1936  Columbia,  S.C.  ☆  1936  Wisconsin 

☆  1936  York.  All  highly  lustrous,  all  delicately  toned.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 

2336  Selection  of  commemorative  half  dollar  types:  ☆  1935 
Boone.  MS-60  ☆  1936  Bridgeport.  MS-61  ☆  1922  Grant.  MS- 
63  ☆  1924  Huguenot.  MS-60,  polished  ☆  1920  Maine.  MS-61 

☆  1926  Oregon  Trail.  AU-50  ☆  1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  ☆ 
1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-62  ☆  1934  Texas.  MS-63.  Some  are 
lightly  toned.  (Total:  9  pieces) 

2337  Selection  of  gem  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆  1936 
Bridgeport.  MS-64  ☆  1951  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  ☆  1892 
Columbian.  MS-64.  Repunched  2  in  date  ☆  1936  Elgin.  MS-65 

☆  1936  Long  Island.  MS-64  ☆  1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  ☆  1936-D 
San  Diego.  MS-65.  A  nice  group,  some  coins  delicately  toned. 
(Total:  7  pieces) 

As  wc  have  stated  in  print  numerous  times,  we  feel  that  commemorative  ; 
coins  of  the  classic  year  1892-1954  are  available  at  bargain  basement  price 
levels.  In  many  instances  choice  coins  can  be  obtained  by  tiny  fractions  of 
what  comparable  pieces  sold  for  during  the  market  crest  in  1989.  Coin 
prices  do  move  in  cycles,  with  commemoratives  leading  the  pack  in  this  re¬ 
gard.  Hindsight  suggests  that  the  best  time  to  buy  commemoratives  is  dm-  I 
ing  the  low  spots  in  the  market,  but  popular  psychology  being  what  it  is.  the 
market  is  always  more  active  during  its  peaks— which,  perhaps,  is  logical,  and 
which  is  indicative  of  just  about  any  market  you  can  name  (stoiks,  real  es¬ 
tate,  or  whatever). 
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2338  1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  with  rich 
rainbow  iridescence  at  the  rims.  Lustrous. 

2339  Group  of  MS-63  commemoratives,  each  with  brilliant  surfaces: 
ft  1925-S  California  ft  1936  Delaware  ft  1936  Elgin  ft  1934 
Maryland  ft  1936  Wisconsin  ft  1936  York.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

2340  Group  of  PCGS-certified  commemorative  naif  dollars:  ft 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64  ft  1936  Elgin.  MS-64  ft  1946  Iowa.  MS- 
64  ☆  1920  Maine.  MS-63  ☆  1935  Texas.  MS-65.  All  lightly 
toned.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2341  Group  of  MS-61  commemoratives:  ft  1936  Cincinnati.  A  mint¬ 
age  of  just  5,000  coins.  Scarce  in  all  grades.  ft  1935  Connecticut. 
Another  scarce  issue  ft  1938  New  Rochelle.  Rarer  in  MS-61 
grade  than  in  MS-63,  or,  for  that  matter,  MS-65!  (not  that  it 
makes  any  difference)  ft  1936  Norfolk  ft  1925  Vancouver. 
Some  display  faint  toning,  all  are  lustrous.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

In  reviewing  this  lot  it  comes  to  mind  once  again  that  each  commemora¬ 
tive  has  its  own  story  to  tell.  Indeed,  many  paragraphs  could  be  written  on 
each  of  the  varieties,  how  they  were  designed,  and  so  on.  For  example,  the 
1925  Vancouver  was  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  but  the  S  mintmark 
was  omitted;  the  first  shipment  was  sent  by  airplane  from  San  Francisco  to 
Vancouver;  etc. 

2342  Group  of  commemorative  half  dollars,  AU-58  unless  noted:  ft 
1936  Cleveland  ft  1935  Connecticut  ft  1934  Maryland.  Dark 
toning  ft  1923-S  Monroe.  AU-55  ☆  1921  Pilgrim  ☆  1926  Ses- 
quicentennial,  Dark  toning  ☆  1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU-55  ft 
1925  Vancouver.  AU-50.  Dark  toning.  (Total:  8  pieces) 


2343  1892  Columbian.  MS-66  (NGC).  Our  nation’s  first  commemo¬ 
rative  half  dollar,  celebrating  the  400th  anniversary  of  the  voy¬ 
age  to  the  New  World  by  Christopher  Columbus  in  1492. 
Richly  toned  in  deep  iridescent  violet,  rose,  and  blue  on  the 
obverse,  mostly  brilliant  on  the  reverse. 

2344  Uncirculated  commemorative  half  dollars,  all  MS-64:  ft  1892 
Columbian.  Dark  toning  ft  1920  Maine  ft  1935-S  San  Diego  ft 
1936  Elgin  ft  1936-D  Cincinnati  ft  1937  Roanoke.  All  toned  to 
some  degree.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

2345  Uncirculated  selection  of  commemorative  half  dollars,  all  at¬ 
tractively’ toned:  ft  1892  Columbian  (2).  MS-64  and  MS-63  ft 
1893  Columbian  (2).  MS-64  and  MS-63  ☆  1922  Grant.  No  Star. 
MS-63  ft  1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64  (2).  (Total:  7  pieces) 

Gem  Uncirculated  1893  Columbian  50£ 


2346  1893  Columbian.  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  second  of  two  years  for 
the  issue.  Rich  rose,  blue,  and  golden  gray  iridescence  on  the 
obverse,  mainly  brilliant  on  the  reverse. 


2347  1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splash  of  russet-gold  on 
each  side. 

2348  Choice  Uncirculated  commemorative  half  dollars,  all  MS-63: 

■£r  1953-S  Carver-W ashington  ft  1936  Gettysburg  ft  1924  Hu¬ 
guenot  ft  1918  Illinois  ft  1921  Pilgrim  ft  1935-S  Texas  ft  1927 
Vermont.  Some  lightly  toned.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

2349  1922  Grant.  With  Star.  AU-58,  lightly  cleaned.  A  popular  de¬ 
sign  type  in  all  grades. 

2350  1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  hints  of 
golden  toning. 

Issued  after  the  variety  with  star  in  obverse  field. 

2351  1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-65.  A  deeply  toned  gem. 


Important  1928  Hawaiian  50£ 


2352  1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64.  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces.  Light  gold 
toning  on  the  obverse,  fully  brilliant  on  the  reverse.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  key  date  in  the  commemorative  half  dollar  series. 

Just  10,008  1928  Hawaiian  half  dollars  were  struck,  the  odd  eight  pieces 
being  reserved  for  the  Assay  Commission.  Regarding  specific  design  types 
(without  accounting  for  varieties),  the  Hawaiian  is  one  of  three 
commemoratives  that  have  this  mintage  figure,  the  other  two  being  the 
1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  and  the  1935  Hudson.  In  contrast  to  those  two,  the 
1928  Hawaiian  pieces  were  largely  sold  to  the  public,  not  to  numismatists. 
Thus,  pieces  today  are  more  elusive  than  even  the  low  mintage  figure  would 
indicate.  The  typical  1928  Hawaiian  coin  is  in  a  grade  from  AU  to  low  Mint 
State.  At  the  MS-64  level  a  piece  such  as  this  is  especially  desirable. 

2353  1928  Hawaiian.  AU-58.  Mainly  brilliant  with  a  hint  of  rose  ton¬ 
ing  and  strong  lustre  on  each  side. 

2354  1935  Hudson.  MS-63.  Pale  golden  lustre.  A  key  to  the  series; 
one  of  just  10,008  coined. 

The  “secret  distribution"  of  the  1935  Hudson  half  dollar  was  revealed  in 
print  for  the  first  time  in  O .  David  Bowers  landmark  book,  Commemorative 
Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  first  published  in  1991,  and 
since  reprinted.  If  you  enjoy  commemoratives  and  the  stories  that  go  with 
them,  a  copy  of  this  book  is  an  absolute  must  for  your  library.  (  heck  with 
our  Publications  Department  for  details. 

2355  1935  Hudson.  MS-62.  Lustrous. 

2356  1935  Hudson.  AU-55,  cleaned. 


2357  1924  Huguenot.  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces. 

Coined  to  celebrate  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  arrival  in  the  New  World 
of  Dutch  Huguenot  and  Walloon  settlers.  Designed  by  George  T.  Morgan 
(who  designed  the  silver  dollars  of  1878-1921  that  beat  his  name). 
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2358  1918  Illinois.  MS-66.  Attractive  deep  golden  toning  on  both 
sides.  Well  struck  and  highly  lustrous. 

The  reverse  of  this  half  dollar,  by  John  Ray  Sinnock  (who  would  later  be¬ 
come  chief  engraver  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint),  is  ornate  and  thus  quite  in¬ 
teresting  to  anyone  who  appreciates  such  things  (ourselves  included).  Per¬ 
haps  one  of  these  days  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  will  consider  turning  out  an¬ 
other  commemorative  coin  like  this  in  the  classic  idiom,  rather  than  some  of 
the  modern  “things”  that  are  being  produced  now.  Of  course,  beauty  is  in 
the  eye  of  the  beholder,  and  perhaps  there  are  some  people  who  consider, 
for  example,  the  1994-W  World’s  Cup  Commemorative  $5  to  be  an  artistic 
height  (ourselves  not  included). 

2359  1918  Illinois.  MS-64.  Iridescent  golden  hues  on  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  There  is  a  lot  of  good  old-fashioned  value  to  be  had  in  a 
grade  such  as  this. 

2360  1918  Illinois.  MS-64.  Lustrous  golden  gray  toning. 

2361  1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of 
golden  toning. 

2362  1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Rich  violet  and  blue  iridescence  is  present 
on  both  sides  of  this  lovely  gem.  The  center  of  the  reverse  is 
brilliant.  Highly  lustrous. 

2363  Gem  Uncirculated  commemorative  half  dollars,  all  MS-64,  and 
all  delicately  toned:  ☆  1934  Maryland  ☆  1938  New  Rochelle  ☆ 
1933-D  Oregon  Trail  ☆  1936  Rhode  Island  ☆  1925  Stone 
Mountain  ☆  1951  Booker  T.  Washington  (Total:  6  pieces) 


Lovely  Gem  Mint  State  1921  Missouri  50£ 

2^4  in  Field 


2364  1921  Missouri.  2^4.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  deep 
golden  iridescence  at  the  rims.  Rare  this  nicely  preserved. 
Struck  after  the  plain  variety,  but  brought  to  market  before 
that  issue. 

Struck  for  the  Missouri  Centennial,  the  2*T  representing  Missouri’s  sta¬ 
tus  as  the  24th  state  to  join  the  Union.  In  addition,  there  are  24  individual 
stars  on  the  reverse.  Designed  by  Robert  Aitken,  who  omitted  the  inscrip¬ 
tions  LIBERTY  and  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  from  his  design. 


Lovely  MS-65  Missouri  50£ 


2365  1921  Missouri  2'*4.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Above-average  strike  with 
rich  golden  brown  toning,  accented  by  russet  and  pale  blue. 

Once  again  we  suggest  that  prospective  bidders  consider  our  One  Lot 
Only  option.  In  that  way  you  can  bid  on  both  Lot  2364  and  2365  and  be  as¬ 
sured  of  winning  no  more  than  one  piece. 

2366  1921  Missouri.  2^4.  AU-58.  A  frosty  coin  with  rich  gold  at  the 
rims. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1921  Missouri  50# 

No  2^4  in  Field 


2367  1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gem  Uncirculated  ex¬ 
ample  of  an  elusive  and  popular  issue  struck  to  celebrate  the 
100th  anniversary  of  Missouri’s  admittance  to  the  Union  as  the 
24th  state.  Highly  lustrous  and  nicely  struck  for  the  issue. 


2368  1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Vividly  toned  in  iridescent  or¬ 
ange-gold,  violet,  and  sea  green.  Highly  lustrous. 

2369  1936  Norfolk.  MS-63.  Pale  rose  highlights. 

2370  1926  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66.  Deep  violet  and  gold  toning. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  in  a  survey  the  members  of  the  Society  for  United 
States  Commemorative  Coins  voted  the  1926  Oregon  Trail  motif  as  their 
very  favorite  design. 

2371  Pair  of  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar  issues:  ☆  1926  MS-64.  Deep 
golden  toning  ☆  1926-S  MS-65.  Rich  violet  and  gold  toning  at 
the  rims.  Both  highly  lustrous.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2372  Richly  toned  1926-S  Oregon  Trail  half  dollars:  ☆  MS-65  (3)  ☆ 
MS-64  ☆  MS-63.  A  lovely  group.  (Total:  5  coins) 

2373  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  satiny  surfaces.  A 
very  nice  example,  a  compromise  between  high  grade  and  rea¬ 
sonable  price  that  should  appeal  to  the  value-conscious  buyer. 

2374  A  pair  of  Pilgrim  half  dollars,  each  lustrous  and  beautifully 
toned  at  the  rims,  and  each  graded  MS-64:  ☆  1920  ☆  1921.  A 
pleasing  pair,  the  second  being  by  far  the  scarcer  of  the  two. 
(Total:  2  pieces) 
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2375  1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Deeply  toned  in  rose  and  gunmetal-blue. 

Perhaps  the  first  of  the  exploitative  commemorative  issues,  as  there  was 
no  call  whatsoever  for  1921-dated  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  half  dollar  (the 
event  having  been  celebrated  the  year  before,  and  coins  bearing  the  1920 
date  were  still  on  hand). 


Gem  1926  Sesquicentennial  50£ 


2376  1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-65.  Deeply  toned  in  iridescent  vio¬ 
let  and  orange.  Highly  lustrous  and  nicely  struck  for  the  issue. 

The  1926  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar  celebrates  the  150th  anniversary  of 
the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  Philadelphia,  by  “Con¬ 
gress  Assembled,”  on  July  4th,  1776.  Perhaps  the  most  important  document 
in  all  of  American  history,  its  signing  set  in  motion  events  that  literally  had 
repercussions  felt  around  the  world.  Interestingly,  although  Thomas 
Jefferson  dated  this  document  July  4,  the  signing  was  done  on  other  dates. 
Not  well  known  is  the  fact  that  certain  representatives  to  the  Continental 
Congress  actually  .signed  against  the  Declaration. 


2382  1936-D  Texas.  MS-67  (NGC).  A  superb,  satiny  gem  of  uncom¬ 
promising  quality.  Lustrous.  Many  have  been  certified  at  this 
grade  by  NGC,  but  none  have  been  graded  higher. 

NGC  Population:  66;  none  finer. 


2383  1925  Vancouver.  MS-65.  Attractive  iridescent  “bull's  eye”  ton¬ 
ing  present  on  both  sides,  brilliant  at  the  centers  and  toned  at 
the  rims.  Satiny  surfaces  display  strong,  unbroken  lustre.  One 
of  the  “condition  rarities”  among  commemoratives.  Nearly  all 
Mint  State  Vancouver  half  dollars  are  below  the  MS-65  level. 


2377  Quartette  of  1926  Sesquicentennial  half  dollars,  each  MS-64, 
and  each  deeply  toned  in  gold  and  violet.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

Among  commemorative  half  dollars  of  the  classic  era  1892-1954,  the  1926 
Sesquicentennial  half  dollars  have  shallow  relief,  most  flatly  struck.  Grading 
these  is  by  and  large  a  guessing  game,  and  as  an  amusing  exercise,  the  pur¬ 
chaser  of  this  lot  may  wish  to  pass  the  pieces  around  and  have  friends  and 
acquaintances  assign  their  own  grades— we  virtually  guarantee  that  a  wide 
range  of  numbers  will  be  given. 

2378  A  popular  pair  of  commemorative  half  dollar  issues,  each 
graded  MS-64  and  each  lightly  toned:  ☆  1926  Sesquicentennial 
☆  1927  Vermont.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


2379  1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65.  Brilliant,  satiny,  and  lustrous.  A 
key  date  and  type  in  the  commemorative  half  dollar  series. 

Only  10,008  pieces  were  struck,  one  of  the  three  key  issues  in  this  regard. 
These  were  distributed  by  L.W.  Hoffecker,  a  rather  rascally  individual  who 
was  prone  to  making  many  misleading  statements  (a.k.a.  lies)  to  his  clients. 

2380  1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-63.  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces.  Al¬ 
ways  in  demand  due  to  its  enticingly  low  mintage.  Well  struck 
for  the  issue  with  strong  central  details  present. 

2381  1935  Spanish  Trail.  EF-45.  Attractive  golden  highlights.  A 
great  rarity  in  this  grade  (most  known  pieces  are  in  higher 
grades). 


2384  1927  Vermont.  MS-65.  Rich  reddish  orange  toning  on  lustrous 
surfaces. 

This  issue  is  struck  in  very  high  relief,  moreso  than  any  other  commemo¬ 
rative  of  its  era.  Despite  this,  the  striking  was  carried  on  without  difficulty. 

2385  1927  Vermont.  MS-65.  Deep  orange-violet  toning. 

2386  Certified  commemorative  half  dollar  trio:  ☆  1936  Wisconsin. 
MS-66  (NGC)  ☆  1936  York.  MS-65  (PCGS)  (2).  All  lightly 
toned.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

COMMEMORATIVE 
GOLD  COINS 

Market  conditions  would  seem  to  be  attractive  for  the 
acquisition  of  a  commemorative  gold  coins,  as  levels  are  quite 
a  bit  below  what  they  were  a  decade  ago.  Just  an  observation. 

Uncirculated  1922  Grant  Gold  $1 


With  Star 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


2387  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-65.  Frosty  and  brilliant 

with  satiny,  matte-like  surfaces.  A  very  attractive  example  of 
this  popular  gold  dollar  issue.  Always  in  demand  (although 
market  prices  vary  depending  upon  cyclical  considerations). 
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Gem  Proof  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  $1 

Jefferson  Portrait 
One  of  Only  100  Coined 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


2388  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Heavily  frosted  design  elements 
and  deep  mirror  fields  form  an  intense  cameo  contrast,  par¬ 
ticularly  on  the  obverse.  A  superb  Proof  specimen  of  our 
nation’s  first  commemorative  gold  dollar  issue,  designed  by 
Charles  E.  Barber. 

Only  100  examples  are  said  to  have  been  struck  in  Proof  for¬ 
mat,  a  figure  which  we  believe  to  be  a  bit  generous.  If  this  was 
indeed  the  case,  then  most  must  have  gone  to  exposition  offi¬ 
cials,  exhibitors,  and  others,  and  not  to  numismatists— for  in 
numismatic  circles,  such  coins  are  exceedingly  rare.  We  feel 
that  not  more  than  two  or  three  dozen  were  distributed  within 
the  hobby. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  5  finer  (Proof-66  finest). 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2389  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-65.  A  lovely,  frosty  gem  specimen. 

There  is  a  rich  measure  of  numismatic  history  attached  to  the  1903  Louisi¬ 
ana  Purchase  gold  dollar,  made  in  two  formats— with  Jefferson  and 
McKinley  portraits.  Distribution  was  in  the  hands  of  Farran  Zerbe  and  con¬ 
stituted  the  first  of  several  of  his  numismatic  humbugs  (to  borrow  one  of  P.T. 
Barnum's  favorite  words).  If  the  purchaser  of  this  parUcular  lot  would  like 
more  information,  a  note  to  the  editor  (QDB)  will  bring  several  pages  on 
the  subject. 


2391  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-63.  Choice  for  the  grade,  with  splashes  of  fiery 
orange-gold  on  satiny  surfaces. 


kyllfeG®  Yd 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2392  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollar.  McKinley 
portrait.  MS-64.  Sharp  and  frosty  surfaces. 

A  tiny  obverse  die  crack  runs  from  the  rim  to  the  field  between  C  and  A  of 
AMERICA. 


2393  Certified  commemorative  gold  dollar  trio,  all  graded  AU-58: 
☆  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition.  McKinley  portrait 
(ANACS)  ☆  1917  McKinley  (ANACS)  ☆  1915-S  Panama-Pa¬ 
cific  (PCGS).  (Total:  3  pieces) 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2394  1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-65.  A  frosty  gem  with  pale  ol¬ 
ive  and  rose  toning  highlights. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2395  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-65.  A  well-struck  gem 
with  satiny  and  lustrous  matte-like  surfaces. 

2396  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64.  Strong  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre  on  each  side. 

2397  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny 
and  lustrous. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2390  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-65.  Sharp,  frosty,  and  lustrous.  Another  true 

gem. 

Another  example  of  this  early  issue,  one  with  a  rich  measure  of  numis¬ 
matic  history  and  romance  (sec  footnote  to  preceding  lot). 
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pattern  Coins 

We  are  pleased  to  present  a  very  interesting  selection  of 
patterns  primarily  drawn  from  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet,  an 
echo  of  our  offering  of  last  November  13-15,  1997,  but  repre¬ 
senting  different  specimens.  Patterns,  the  story  of  what  might 
have  been  but  wasn't  in  American  coinage,  are  fascinating  to 
collect.  They  offer  at  once  the  opportunity  to  acquire  pieces  of 
notable  scarcity  and  rarity,  sometimes  of  extreme  rarity— in  high 
i  grades— and  at  very  reasonable  prices  compared  to  the  regular 
circulating  federal  series.  Although  patterns  can  easily  be 
enjoyably  collected  in  their  own  right,  we  have  found  that  the 
addition  of  a  few  pieces  to  a  set  of  regular  coinage  is  a  mutually 
beneficial  situation,  and  that  patterns  benefit  from  being 
included  in  such  a  setting,  and  the  appeal  of  the  regular  issues 
is  enhanced  as  well. 


market).  Should  the  successful  bidder  of  this  or  any  other  1858  pattern 
cents  in  the  present  sale  not  have  a  copy  of  the  Eliasberg  catalogue,  we 
would  be  pleased  to  furnish  photocopies  gratis  of  the  appropriate  pages. 

1858  Indian  Head  Cent 


2400  1858  pattern  cent.  Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  P-253,  J-208. 
Rarity-7.  MS-63,  prooflike.  Obverse  and  reverse  as  adopted  in 
1859.  Lustrous  surfaces  display  pale  rose  and  blue  highlights. 
A  rare  variety  with  low  date,  laurel  wreath  with  clusters  of  five 
leaves. 

Weight:  70.8  grains;  diameter:  19.1mm. 


2398  “1792  Dickeson  pattern  cent.”  Rare  type  with  eagle  on  hori¬ 
zontal  shield.  White  metal.  MS-62  (PCI;  marked  “Pickeson” 
pattern).  Breen-1377.  Exceedingly  rare.  We  can  recall  seeing 
onlv  one  or  two  others  over  a  long  span  of  years  (Estimated 
value:  $200-750;  no  recent  sale  records  known  to  us) 

Obverse  with  massive  cracks  through  the  eagle  and  a  crack  from  the  bor¬ 
der  to  the  shield,  no  doubt  furnishing  a  reason  for  the  elusive  character  of 
this  piece.  Circa  the  late  1850s  or  early  1860s,  Dr.  Montroville  W.  Dickeson, 
he  of  American  Numismatical  Manual  ( 1859)  fame,  acquired  some  old,  rusted 
dies  that  were  intended  to  emboss  images  on  revenue  paper.  Believing  that 
they  were  coinage  dies,  he  created  a  reverse  die  with  an  explanatory  inscrip- 

ition,  and  caused  specimens  to  be  struck.  The  number  made  with  this  par¬ 
ticular  obverse  die  must  have  been  very  small.  Today,  this  is  a  rare  piece  of 
19th-century  numismatic  Americana. 

It  may  be  worth  noting  that  in  1862,  New  York  City  dealer  John  K.  Curtis 
offered  one  of  these  for  $2  in  his  fixed-price  catalogue,  an  amount  more 
than  charged  for  an  Uncirculated  1843  Liberty  Seated  dollar  in  the  same 
catalogue  ($1.50),  twice  the  price  charged  ($1  each)  for  a  whole  run  of 
Capped  Bust  half  dollars  in  Uncirculated  grade  or,  for  that  matter,  twice  the 
price  charged  for  a  Proof  1848  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar,  and  75  cents  more 
than  charged  for  an  1856  Proof  Flying  Eagle  cent. 


2399  1858  pattern  cent.  Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  Pollock-233, 
Judd-191.  Rarity-5.  Proof-60,  surfaces  brushed.  Obverse  with 
Flying  Eagle  die,  Small  Letters.  Reverse  with  laurel  wreath  as 
adopted  in  1859.  One  of  the  most  appealing  of  all  patterns, 
representing  as  it  does  a  transitional  issue— a  bridge  between 
the  old  Flying  Eagle  obverse  of  1 858  and  the  new  reverse  as 
used  on  the  Indian  cent  in  1859.  What  an  attraction  this  will  he 
in  the  cabinet  of  the  successful  bidder! 

Weight:  71.7  grains;  diameter:  19.1mm. 

The  reader  desiring  additional  information  on  pattern  1858  cents  would 
do  well  to  consult  our  catalogue  of  The  Louis  F..  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection, 
1996,  in  which  a  mini-essay  is  included.  Copies  of  this  catalogue  have  al¬ 
ready  become  collectors’  items,  and  we  regret  that  we  have  no  more  for  sale 
(although  they  arc  frequently  offered  on  the  out-of-print  numismatic  book 


2401  1858  pattern  cent.  Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  P-256,  J-212. 
Rarity-7.  Proof-60,  surfaces  brushed.  Rare.  Obverse  as 
adopted  in  1859,  reverse  with  “ornamented”  shield  at  top  of 
the  wreath.  One  of  the  more  popular  pattern  issues  of  the 
year. 

Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  felt  that  the  style  known  today  with 
the  ornamented  or,  alternatively,  ornamental,  shield  too  closely  resembled  a 
harp.  Thus  the  idea  was  discontinued  and  never  went  beyond  pattern  form. 

Weight:  75.3  grains;  diameter:  19.1mm. 


Popular  1859  Indian  Cent  Pattern 

Shield  Reverse  of  1860 


2402  1859  pattern  cent.  Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  P-272,  J-228. 
MS-63.  Lustrous.  Obverse  of  1859  (regular  issue),  reverse  of 
1860  (regular  issue  with  oak  wreath  and  shield). 

Weight:  69.5  grains;  diameter:  19.1mm. 

In  our  offering  of  another  specimen  from  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet  last 
year  we  included  this  footnote,  which  is  worth  reiterating: 

A  highly  important  coin,  one  of  interest  to  just  about  anyone  collecting 
regular  Indian  cents.  The  coin  is  identical  in  every  respect  to  an  1860  Indian 
cent,  except  for  the  1859  date.  The  last  issue  of  Waytc  Raymond  s  Standard 
Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins  listed  this  among  regular  issues,  as,  indeed, 
some  have  considered  it  over  the  years.  However,  having  kept  an  eye  on  the 
Indian  cent  series  for  quite  some  time,  we  are  not  aware  of  any  significant 
number  of  such  pieces  ever  being  put  into  circulation  and  suspect  that  the 
few  stray  worn  pieces  that  exist  were  simply  patterns  and  were  spent. 
Thus,  the  piece  is  properly  a  transitional  piece,  but  certainly  has  a  nice  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  series. 
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(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2403  1881  pattern  cent.  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  P-1865,  J-1665.  Rarity- 
5  or  higher.  Proof-63.  Head  of  Liberty  on  obverse,  Roman 
numeral  I  in  wreath  on  reverse.  Lustrous  steel  gray  and  gold 
with  a  slight  cameo  effect.  Fields  slightly  cloudy. 

The  obverse  depicts  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  as  most  familiarly  seen  on 
the  later  nickel  five-cent  pieces  of  1883-1913,  said  to  have  been  modeled 
from  the  goddess  Diana.  The  reverse  has  the  Roman  numeral  I  within  a 
wreath.  At  the  time  it  was  envisioned  that  a  suite  of  designs  including  the 
one-cent,  three-cent,  and  five-cent  pieces  would  be  made  with  these  same 
motifs,  differing  only  in  denomination  and  size. 


1865  With  Rays  Shield  Nickel 


Transitional  Proof  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2404  1865  pattern  five  cents.  Shield,  With  Rays.  Nickel.  Plain 
edge.  P-488,  J-416.  Rarity-6  to  7.  Proof-64.  Rare  transitional 
issue.  A  glittering  gem  Proof,  a  coin  virtually  identical  to  an 

1866  Proof  Shield  nickel,  except  for  the  date.  The  present  of¬ 
fering,  containing  pieces  from  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet,  joins 
that  in  our  November  1997  offering  as  being  among  the  most 
remarkable  in  all  of  American  numismatic  history,  inasmuch 
as  the  three  different  transitional  pieces  in  the  Shield  nickel 
series  are  each  offered,  and  each  in  the  correct  nickel  alloy, 
these  being  the  1865  With  Rays  nickel  (as  offered  in  this  lot), 
the  1865  Without  Rays,  and  the  1866  Without  Rays. 

The  present  piece  is  quite  similar  to  Lot  1379  in  our  Novem¬ 
ber  sale,  and  is  from  the  same  Pennsylvania  Cabinet  source. 
This  and  related  Pennsylvania  Cabinet  specimens  of  various 
issues  have  been  off  the  market  for  over  a  generation  and  are 
unknown  to  the  present  circle  of  friends  and  bidders. 

Weight:  77.1  grains;  diameter:  20.6mm. 

In  1865  the  nickel  five-cent  piece  was  contemplated,  and  various  patterns 
were  produced,  but  none  were  struck  for  circulation  until  the  issue  became 
officially  authorized.  Among  patterns  bearing  the  1865  date,  the  two  most 
significant  are  those  that  are  similar  to  those  eventually  adopted,  the  Shield 
obverse,  reverse  with  and  without  rays. 

Whether  or  not  each  of  these  patterns  was  actually  struck  in  the  year 
dated  is  a  matter  of  contemplation.  The  present  writer  (QDB)  tends  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Without  Rays  styles  of  1865  and  1866  may  have  been  struck  in 

1867  or  later. 

When  the  Shield  design  was  adopted  for  circulation  in  1866,  the  reverse 
had  rays  between  the  stars,  sometimes  called  the  “Stars  and  Bars"  design  in 
19th-century  catalogues  After  many  business  strikes  had  been  produced,  it 
was  derided  early  in  1867  that  the  quality  of  striking  could  be  improved  if 


the  rays  were  removed.  Thus  was  created  the  Without  Rays  type,  which  ap¬ 
peared  early  in  1867  (after  some  of  the  With  Rays  coins  had  been  made), 
and  was  continued  to  the  end  of  the  series. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


Rare  1865  Shield  Nickel  Pattern 

No  Rays  On  Reverse 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2405  1865  pattern  five  cents.  Shield,  Without  Rays.  Nickel.  Plain 
edge.  P-490,  J-4 18.  Rarity-7.  Proof-65.  This  1865  Without  Rays 
nickel  is  the  counterpart  to  pieces  first  regularly  made  in  1867. 
The  present  specimen,  a  kissing  cousin  of  Lot  1380  in  our  No¬ 
vember  sale,  is  also  from  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet.  Satiny  de¬ 
vices  are  beautiful  set  against  deep  mirror  fields.  Another  re¬ 
markable  addition  to  this  line  up  of  the  three  transitional 
Shield  nickel  rarities  in  the  present  sale. 

Weight:  77.1  grains;  diameter:  20.6mm. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


1866  Shield  Nickel  Pattern 


No  Rays  Reverse 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2406  1866  pattern  five  cents.  Shield,  Without  Rays.  Nickel.  Plain 
edge.  P-591,  J-507.  Rarity-6.  Proof-64.  Transitional  issue,  de¬ 
sign  as  adopted  in  1867.  Brilliant  and  mirrorlike.  The  obverse 
is  the  regular  1866  Shield  nickel  die,  splendid  mirror  Proof, 
the  reverse  is  the  Without  Rays  style  as  regularly  adopted  in 
1867.  This  issue,  for  all  intents  and  purposes,  is  an  1866  With¬ 
out  Rays  nickel.  The  specialist  of  this  denomination  will  find 
the  present  offering  to  be  a  remarkable  showpiece,  a  prize 
item  for  the  bidder  who  may  have  competed  for  and  lost  the 
related  Lot  1381  from  our  November  sale  consigned  from  the 
same  source. 

Weight:  74.8  grains;  diameter:  20.6mm. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 
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1870  Pattern  Liberty  Seated  Dollar 

Variation  on  a  Theme 


2407  1870  pattern  dollar.  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  P-1 134,  J-1002.  Rar- 
ity-6  to  7.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Miss  Liberty  seated  to  the  left, 
with  pole  and  cap,  a  distinctive  variation  from  the  adopted 
style.  Mostly  brilliant,  some  pale  gold  highlights.  Bottom  of  0 
in  date  repunched. 

A  splendid  specimen  of  this  elusive  issue,  worthy  of  strong 
bidder  competition. 

The  obverse  design,  attributed  to  incoming  chief  engraver  William  Bar¬ 
ber,  is  one  of  several  ideas  proposed  during  this  era  for  a  new  obverse  motif. 
Exacdy  why  the  engraver  felt  that  this  was  an  improvement  on  the  standard 
Liberty  Seated  design  (by  Christian  Gobrecht,  1836,  set  in  its  present  form 
in  1840)  is  not  itnmediately  obvious.  Certainly  in  the  present  incarnation 
Miss  Liberty  with  her  unsupported  pole  and  liberty  cap  appears  somewhat 
forlorn,  not  the  robust  and  quite  healthy  goddess  we  are  used  to  seeing. 

The  reverse  is  that  used  on  regular  Liberty  Seated  dollars  of  the  year.  Most 
probably  P-1134  was  produced  for  the  numismatic  trade,  possibly  for  sale 
through  a  favored  Philadelphia  supplier  or  outlet  (such  as  John  W. 
Haseltine)  or  perhaps  by  a  relative  or  friend  of  a  Mint  official. 


1873  Pattern  Trade  Dollar 


Liberty  Seated  on  a  Globe 


2408  1873  pattern  trade  dollar.  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  P-1453,  J- 
1310.  Rarity-4.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Miss  Liberty  is  seated  on  a 
globe.  Iridescent  gray-gold  toning.  A  very  nice  example  of  a 
popular  trade  dollar  pattern  from  this  watershed  year.  The 
obverse  depicts  Miss  Liberty  seated  and  is  an  adaptation  of  an 
earlier  motif  by  James  B.  Longacre  (who  died  on  January  1, 
1869).  Related  images  appear  on  various  pattern  silver  dollars 
of  the  1870-1872  era,  and  trade  dollars  of  1872  and  1873.  The 
plumed  headdress  of  Miss  Liberty  is  reminiscent  of  the  Type  II 
and  Type  III  gold  dollars  and  the  $3  of  1864,  popularly  called 
the  Indian  Princess.  Her  position  on  a  globe  is  reminiscent  of 
world  trade,  an  effective  suggestion  for  a  trade  dollar.  She  is 
facing  left,  in  the  direction  toward  China,  where  such  trade 
coins  were  intended  to  circulate. 

The  reverse  seems  to  be  a  rather  inartistic  accumulation  of 
numerals  and  letters,  a  rather  unsuccessful  effort  to  cram  a  lot 
of  information  in  a  compact  space.  The  eagle  is  small,  to  make 
room  for  the  inscriptions. 


Among  pattern  trade  dollars,  1873  is  a  watershed  year,  including  as  it  does 
moic  varieties  than  all  other  years  combined.  Several  different  obverse  mo¬ 
tifs  are  combined  with  several  different  reverse  styles,  different  metal  types 
were  introduced,  and  plain  and  reeded  edge  varieties  were  made— in  total 
creating  over  50  different  combinations!  Only  a  few  of  these  were  made  as 
true  patterns  in  the  sense  that  they  were  struck  to  test  how  a  design  would 
appear,  or  for  distribution  to  members  of  Congress  who  might  approve  or 
reject  such  designs.  Rather,  most  were  produced  for  the  enrichment  of  mint 
officials,  who  conducted  a  lively  trade  with  coin  dealers  and  collectors, 
sometimes  traveling  far  and  wide  to  visit  numismatists  and  show  them  their 
wares.  (W.  Elliot  Woodward  told  of  the  son  of  a  mint  official  coming  to 
Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  with  a  pocket  full  of  rarities-and  other  examples 
could  be  cited). 

Anyone  wanting  to  write  a  thesis  on  ethics  and  logic  as  related  to  Mint  ac¬ 
tivities  would  have  a  field  day.  W  hat  rules  the  Treasury  Department  has  set 
up  for  Mint  operations  have  been  violated  again  and  again  and  again.  Just  to 
mention  a  few  modern  circumstances,  the  rule  that  the  Mint  should  strike 
coins  from  dies  only  during  the  calendar  year  appearing  on  the  dies  is  con¬ 
sistently  violated,  as  in  autumn  1997,  when  1998  Proof  sets  were  being 
minted.  With  regard  to  consumer  practices,  at  nearly  $20  each  the  Mint  of¬ 
fered  for  sale  in  its  holiday  1997  catalogue  some  Morgan  silver  dollars  it  had 
on  hand,  stating  the  condition  was  “as  is”  and  that  the  "dates  would  vary.” 
Apparently,  some  people  ordering  such  pieces  received  coins  that  they 
could  have  purchased  from  a  reputable  dealer  for  less  than  half  that  price! 
One  wonders  whether  the  government  would  complain  if  a  legitimate  rare 
coin  dealer  were  to  offer  coins  “as  is,”  not  state  anything  about  the  grade, 
and  give  the  patrons  no  clue  as  to  the  dates  and  mintmarks  involved.  This 
smells  like  a  mail  order  gambling  scheme.  However,  Uncle  Sam  does  not 
have  to  play  by  his  own  rules.  All  of  this  is  not  necessarily  meant  as  a  com¬ 
plaint,  just  as  an  observation  on  the  continuing  illogical  and  inconsistent 
practices  of  the  Treasury  Department— in  one  form  or  another.  What  was 
being  done  a  century  or  more  ago  is  still  being  done  today. 


1860  Pattern  $5 


2409  1860  pattern  half  eagle.  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  P-320,  J-272. 
Rarity-6.  Proof-63  BN.  Obverse  with  Miss  Liberty  facing 
right,  stars  in  her  hair.  Date  below,  13  stars  surrounding.  Re¬ 
verse  with  eagle  at  center,  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
and  FIVE  DOLLARS  around.  The  V  in  FIVE  is  actually  an 
inverted  A. 

W'eight:  64.6  grains;  diameter:  26.9mm. 

It  was  learned  in  1860  that  certain  unscrupulous  people  sawed  gold  coins 
in  half  through  the  edges,  took  gold  from  the  interior,  then  filled  the  cavity 
with  platinum  (which  was  less  valuable  at  the  time),  and  reassembled  the 
pieces.  In  his  Annual  Report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1860,  Mint 
Director  James  Ross  Snowden  discussed  a  possible  solution  to  this  problem: 
“It  may  be  found  useful,  as  further  means  to  prevent  such  nefarious  prac¬ 
tices,  to  increase  diameter  and  reduce  the  thickness  of  several  of  the  de¬ 
nominations  of  our  coins,  as  has  been  done  in  that  of  the  gold  dollat  and 
three-dollar  piece.”  This  pattern  issue  with  reduced  thickness  and  increased 
diameter  clearly  relates  to  Snowden  s  concept. 
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Proof  Sets 


Highly  Prized  1936  Proof  Set 

2410  1936  Proof  set,  cent  through  half  dollar:  ☆  Cent.  Type  II. 
Proof-64  RD  ☆  Nickel.  Type  II.  Proof-66  ☆  Dime.  Proof-65  ☆ 
Quarter.  Proof-64  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-63.  All  delicately  toned. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 

How  remarkable  it  is  that  the  present  sale  offers  multiple  Proof  sets  of  the 
highly  prized  1936  date.  Again,  the  word  opportunity  is  relevant. 

In  1936  it  was  possible  to  order  Proof  coins  individually  as  well  as  in  a  set 
of  five.  Because  of  this,  mintages  varied,  with  the  lower  denominations  be¬ 
ing  made  in  larger  quantities.  The  limit  of  sets  for  the  year  is  defined  by  the 
smallest  mintage,  the  1936  Proof  quarter,  struck  to  the  extent  of  3,837 
pieces.  The  policy  of  offering  Proof  coins  singly  was  continued  through  and 
including  1942,  when  production  of  Proofs  was  suspended  due  to  the  war 
effort.  When  Proofs  were  again  sold  by  the  Treasury  Department,  in  1950, 
they  were  available  only  in  sets,  as  they  have  been  since  that  time. 


Another  Rare  1936  Proof  Set 

2411  1936  Proof  set,  five  pieces,  cent  through  half  dollar:  ☆  Cent. 
Type  II.  Proof-64,  RD  ☆  Nickel.  Type  II.  Proof-65  ☆  Dime. 
Proof-64  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-63  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-64.  Deli¬ 
cately  toned  at  the  rims.  Rare.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 


A  Third  1936  Proof  Set 

2412  1936  five-piece  Proof  set,  cent  through  half  dollar,  all  ANACS- 
certified:  ☆  Cent.  Proof-64  RD.  Type  I  ☆  Nickel.  Proof-66. 
Type  I  ☆  Dime.  Proof-64  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-62  ☆  Half  dollar. 
Proof-64.  Tiny  reverse  spot  at  12:00.  All  exhibit  some  light  ton¬ 
ing.  The  1936  is  the  key  issue  in  modern  Proof  sets.  Fewer 
were  made  of  this  year  than  any  other  from  that  time  forward. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 


Gem  1937  Proof  Set 

2413  1937  Proof  set,  five  pieces,  cent  through  half  dollar:  ☆  Cent. 
Proof-64,  RD  ☆  Nickel.  Proof-64  ☆  Dime.  Proof-65  ☆  Quarter. 
Proof-65  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-66.  The  silver  coins  are  delicately 
toned.  Rare  this  nice.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

2414  1938  Proof  set,  five  pieces,  cent  through  half  dollar:  ☆  Cent. 
Proof-63  RB  ☆  Nickel.  Proof-65  ☆  Dime.  Proof-66  ☆  Quarter. 
Proof-65  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-64.  The  dime  is  lightly  toned. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

2415  1939  Proof  set,  five  pieces,  cent  through  half  dollar:  ☆  Cent. 
Proof-64  RD  ☆  Nickel.  Proof-65  ☆  Dime.  Proof-66  ☆  Quarter. 
Proof-63  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-64.  The  quarter  is  lightly  toned. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

2416  1 939  five-piece  Proof  set,  cent  through  half  dollar,  all  ANACS- 

certified:  Cent.  Proof-63  RD  ☆  Nickel.  Proof-65  ☆  Dime. 

Proof-65  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-66  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-65.  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  cameo  details.  All  exhibit  some  delicate  toning.  (To¬ 
tal:  5  pieces) 


2417  1940  Proof  set,  cent  through  half  dollar:  ☆  Cent.  Proof-64  RD 

☆  Nickel.  Proof-63  ☆  Dime.  Proof-65  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-65  ☆ 
Half  dollar.  Proof-63.  The  nickel  is  lightly  toned,  the  others  are 
mostly  brilliant.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2418  1940  Proof  set,  five  pieces,  cent  through  half  dollar:  ☆  Cent. 
Proof-64  RD  ☆  Nickel.  Proof-63  ☆  Dime.  Proof-64  ☆  Quarter. 
Proof-65  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-65.  All  of  the  coins  are  essen¬ 
tially  brilliant.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

2419  1940  Proof  set,  five  pieces,  cent  through  half  dollar,  average 
Proof-63.  All  are  delicately  toned.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

2420  Early  Proof  set  trio,  including  two  five-piece  sets  dated  1941, 
and  one  six-piece  set  dated  1942,  all  ANACS-certified:  1941: 
Cent  (2).  Proof-66  RB  and  Proof-64  RD  ☆  Nickel.  Proof-65  (2) 

☆  Dime  (2).  Proof-65  and  Proof-63  ☆  Quarter  (2).  Proof-65 
and  Proof-62  ☆  Half  dollar  (2).  Proof-66  and  Proof-65.  1942: 
Cent.  Proof-63  RD  ☆  Nickel.  Type  I.  Proof-66  ☆  Nickel.  Type 
II,  silver  wartime  composition.  Proof-66  ☆  Dime.  Proof-65  ☆ 
Quarter.  Proof-65  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-66.  Most  pieces  exhibit 
some  faint  toning.  (Total:  16  pieces) 

2421  1941  Proof  set,  cent  through  half  dollar:  ☆  Cent.  Proof-64  RD 

☆  Nickel.  Proof-64  ☆  Dime.  Proof-65  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-64  ☆ 
Half  dollar.  No  designer’s  initials.  Proof-65.  All  are  very  faintly 
toned.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2422  1941  Proof  set,  five  pieces,  cent  through  half  dollar,  average 
Proof-63.  All  are  delicately  toned.  Half  dollar  without 
designer’s  initials.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

2423  1941  Proof  set,  five  pieces,  cent  through  half  dollar:  ☆  Cent. 
Proof-63  RD  ☆  Nickel.  Proof-64  ☆  Dime.  Proof-65  ☆  Quarter. 
Proof-65  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-66.  The  silver  coins  are  faintly 
toned.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

2424  1942  Proof  set,  six  pieces,  cent  through  half  dollar:  ☆  Cent. 
Proof-64  RD  ☆  Nickel.  Type  I.  Proof-64  ☆  Nickel.  Type  II,  P 
mintmark.  Proof-63  ☆  Dime.  Proof-64  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-64  ☆ 
Half  dollar.  No  designer’s  initials.  Proof-63.  All  are  very  faintly 
toned.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

2425  1942  Proof  set,  six  pieces,  cent  through  half  dollar,  including 
both  five-cent  pieces:  ☆  Cent.  Proof-63  RD  ☆  Nickel.  Type  I. 
Proof-64  ☆  Nickel.  Type  II.  Proof-65.  Silver  “wartime”  compo¬ 
sition  ☆  Dime.  Proof-67  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-65  ☆  Half  dollar. 
Proof-65.  The  dime  is  vividly  toned  and  the  quarter  is  deli¬ 
cately  toned.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

2426  1950  and  1951  Proof  sets,  containing  one  example  of  each 
denomination,  cent  through  half  dollar,  for  each  date.  Aver¬ 
age  Proof-64  to  65.  All  are  lightly  toned.  Housed  in  a  custom 
plastic  holder.  (Total:  2  sets,  10  pieces) 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

2427  1950  Proof  set,  five  pieces,  cent  through  half  dollar,  average 
Proof-64.  All  are  delicately  toned.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

2428  1950  and  1951  Proof  sets,  containing  one  example  of  each 
denomination,  cent  through  half  dollar,  for  each  date.  Aver¬ 
age  Proof-63  to  64.  All  are  lightly  toned.  Housed  in  a  custom 
plastic  holder.  (Total:  2  sets,  10  pieces) 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  U.S.  COINS 


2429  Selection  of  certified  type  coins:  ☆  1835  half  cent.  Breen-2, 
Cohen-2.  MS-63  BN  (NGC)  ☆  1862  cent.  MS-64  (NGC).  Reverse 
die  rotated  250°  from  the  norm— an  interesting  curiosity.  ☆ 
1871  half  dime.  MS-64  (AN ACS)  ☆  1881-S  Morgan  dollar.  MS- 
66  (NGC).  If  a  “poster  coin”  is  ever  selected  to  represent  the  diz¬ 
zying  escalation  of  Morgan  dollar  prices  in  the  late  1980s,  the 
1881-S  is  a  prime  candidate.  A  nice  group.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2430  Three  early  type  coins,  all  in  PCI  holders:  ☆  1794  cent. 
Sheldon-89.  Rarity-3.  VG-10,  light  uniform  porosity.  ☆  1805 
quarter.  Browning-2.  Rarity-4.  G-4.  Nice  for  the  grade  ☆  1832 
half  dollar.  Small  Letters.  Overton-108.  Rarity-4.  AU-58.  Lus¬ 
trous,  lightly  toned.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2431  Large  and  small  cents,  all  certified:  ☆  1818  Newcomb-10.  MS- 
62  BN  (PCGS).  Probably  from  the  famous  Randall  Hoard.  ☆ 
1821  N-l.  VF-30  (PCGS).  One  of  the  scarcer  dates  of  its  era 
and  design  type  ☆  1880  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Deeply  toned. 
Large  cud-type  break  at  E  of  CENT  on  reverse.  This  feature 
certainly  is  not  common,  and  without  a  doubt  it  will  lend  inter¬ 
est  to  the  purchaser  ☆  1883  Proof-64  RB  (NGC)  ☆  1903  Proof- 
64  BN  (PCGS).  Low  mintage,  as  are  all  turn-of-the-century 
Proof  coins;  somewhat  unappreciated  in  today’s  market.  (To¬ 
tal:  5  pieces)  , 

2432  Assorted  PCGS-certified  type  coins:  ☆  1848  cent.  N-35.  AU- 
53  ☆  1864  Bronze  cent.  MS-65  RD  ☆  1883  cent.  MS-64  RD  ☆ 
1861  silver  three  cents.  MS-64  ☆  191 8-D  dime.  MS-63.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 

2433  NGC-certified  quintette  of  various  coinage  issues:  ☆  1858 
Flying  Eagle  cent.  Large  Letters.  MS-62  ☆  1875-S  20  cents.  AU- 
58  ☆  1934-D  quarter.  MS-64  ☆  1885-CC  dollar.  MS-63  ☆  1937- 
D  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar,  MS-66.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2434  Selection  of  popular  issues:  ☆  1858  Flying  Eagle  cent.  Small 
Letters.  MS-60  ☆  1867  two  cents.  AU-58  ☆  1866  nickel  three 
cents.  MS-63  ☆  1830  half  dime.  Valentine-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  ☆ 
1854  half  dime.  Arrows.  AU-50  ☆  1858  half  dime.  AU-58  ☆ 
1860  half  dime.  MS-62.  A  nice  group.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

2435  Miscellaneous  quartette:  ☆  1859  cent.  MS-63  ☆  1863  cent. 
MS-61  ☆  191 3-D  Buffalo  five  cents.  Type  I.  MS-63  ☆  191 7-D 
quarter.  Type  I.  AU-58.  All  are  lightly  and  attractively  toned, 
and  all  are  lustrous.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2436  Three  key  dates  from  two  denominations,  all  certified  by  PCI: 
☆  1877  cent.  AG-3  ☆  1909-S  Indian  cent.  F-15  ☆  1916-D  Mer¬ 
cury  dime.  AG-3.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2437  Pair  of  certified  1883-dated  type  coins:  ☆  1883  cent.  Proof-64 
RB  (PCGS)  ☆  1883  Shield  nickel.  MS-63  (NGC).  Both  lustrous. 
(Total:  2  pieces) 

2438  Uncirculated  bronze,  silver,  and  gold  coin  trio:  ☆  1911  -D 

cent.  MS-64  RD.  The  first  Denver  Mint  small  cent  issue  ☆  1917 
half  dollar.  MS-64  ☆  1926  quarter  eagle.  MS-62.  A  nice  group. 
(Total:  3  pieces) 

2439  PCGS-certified  type  coin  trio:  ☆  1865  nickel  three  cents.  MS- 
62  ☆  1886  dime.  MS-63.  Brilliant  ☆  191 7-D  dime.  MS-60.  Bril¬ 
liant.  All  nice  for  the  assigned  grade.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2440  Nickels  and  dimes:  ☆  1 866  Shield  nickel.  Rays  (as  are  all  of  this 
date).  AU-58  ☆  1897  nickel.  Proof-62  ☆  1885  dime.  MS-63. 
Lustrous  ☆  1940  dime.  Proof-64.  Some  light  patina  at  Liberty’s 
throat  area.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


2441  1919  trio:  ☆  1919  nickel.  MS-64  ☆  1919  dime.  MS-60  ☆  1919 
quarter.  AU-55.  All  attractively  toned.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2442  Buffalo  nickels  and  silver  half  dollars:  Nickels:  ☆  1934  MS-63 

☆  1934-D  MS-64  ☆  1935  MS-62  ☆  1936  MS-65  ☆  1936-1)  MS-64 

☆  1936-S  MS-63.  Half  dollars:  ☆  1938  MS-63  (3)  ☆  1950  Proof- 
63.  A  nice  group.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet. 

2443  A  3-Legged  buffalo  and  some  other  interesting  types,  all  in 

ANACS  holders  unless  noted:  ☆  1937-D  nickel.  3-Legged.  AU- 
50  1875  20C.  El-45,  first  year  of  this  ephemeral  denomina¬ 

tion.  ☆  1892  quarter.  Type  II  reverse.  AU-55  (NGC).  First  year 
of  the  design  ☆  1918  quarter.  MS-63  FH  (NGC)  ☆  1929-D 
quarter.  MS-63  FH  ☆  1877  half  dollar.  AU-55  (NGC)  ☆  1877-S 
AU-58  ☆  1892  half  dollar.  AU-58.  First  year  of  the  Barber  de¬ 
sign.  All  exhibit  some  degree  of  toning.  (Total:  8  pieces) 

2444  Liberty  Seated  denomination  duo,  each  PCGS  certified:  ☆ 
1871-S  half  dime.  MS-62,  lightly  toned  ☆  1886  dime.  MS-63, 
faint  golden  highlights.  A  nice  pair.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2445  Draped  Bust  quarters  and  half  dollars:  ☆  1806  quarter.  B-3. 
Net  F-12,  actually  sharper,  but  with  “X”  scratched  on  Liberty’s 
neck  ☆  1806  quarter.  B-5.  Rarity-6.  Net  Good-5,  obverse  and 

.  reverse  scratches  ☆  1806/5  half  dollar.  Knob  6,  Large  Stars.  O- 
103.  VF-20  ☆  1807  half  dollar.  0-102  (2).  VG-10,  obverse  graf¬ 
fiti,  and  G-6,  obverse  scratches.  All  dark.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2446  Certified  silver  and  gold:  ☆  1928-D  quarter.  MS-65  (NGC). 
Vividly  toned  ☆  1835  half  dollar.  0-107.  AU-50  (NGC).  Toned 
at  the  rims  ☆  1836  quarter  eagle.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Breen-6143 

☆  1836  half  eagle  (2).  Breen-6508.  VF-35  (PCGS),  and  Breen- 
6510.  VF-30  (ANACS).  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2447  A  quarter  and  a  commemorative  quarter  eagle:  ☆  1928-S  quar¬ 
ter.  MS-64  ☆  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62. 
Both  coins  are  lustrous.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2448  Early  half  dollar  trio:  ☆  1805  O-l  11.  Rarity-3.  Net  F-15;  sharp¬ 
ness  of  VF-30,  harshly  cleaned  ☆  1809  O-107a.  Rarity-4.  1 1 1 1 
edge  style.  VF-25,  cleaned  ☆  1812  0-107.  VF-35.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 

2449  A  half  dozen  half  dollars:  ☆  1806  O-l  16.  Rarity-3.  F-15  ☆  1829 
0-115.  EF-45  ☆  1839  Reeded  edge.  EF-40  ☆  1860-0  EF-45  ☆ 
1874  Arrows.  EF-45  ☆  1875  EF-45.  All  attractively  toned.  (To¬ 
tal:  6  pieces) 

2450  Popular  silver  dollar  types:  ☆  1842  Liberty  Seated.  VF-20  ☆ 
1871  Liberty  Seated.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-55  with  edge 
bruises.  Base  of  second  1  repunched  "ft  1876-S  trade  dollar. 
Type  I/I.  AU-50  (PCGS).  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2451  Dollar  duo:  ☆  1847  Liberty  Seated.  EF-45  ☆  1877-S  trade  dol¬ 
lar.  AU-55.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2452  Gold  coin  trio:  ☆  1851  gold  dollar.  AU-50  ☆  1925-D  quarter 
eagle.  VF-20  ☆  1928  quarter  eagle.  MS-60.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2453  Half  dozen  NGC-certified  Liberty  design  gold  coins:  Quarter 
eagles:  ☆  1851  AU-58  ☆  1896  AU-58  ☆  1898  MS-61.  Half 
eagles:  ☆  1880-S  MS-62  ☆  1901-S  EF-45  Eagle:  ☆  1888-S  MS-61. 
(Total:  6  pieces) 

2454  Gold  coin  trio:  ☆  1851  quarter  eagle.  EF-40,  cleaned  A  1912 
quarter  eagle.  VF-30  ☆  1908  double  eagle.  No  Motto.  MS-60. 
(Total:  3  pieces) 
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2455  NGC-certified  gold  coin  trio,  all  MS-61:  ☆  1886-S  half  eagle  ☆ 
1892  eagle  ☆  1899  eagle.  All  lustrous.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2456  Certified  gold  coins:  ☆  1905-S  eagle.  EF-40  (ANACS)  ☆  1909- 
S  eagle.  AU-50  (NGC)  ☆  1908  double  eagle.  No  Motto.  MS-63 
(ANACS).  Lustrous.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2457  Pair  of  MCMLXXXVI  (1986)  $50  or  one  ounce  gold  Ameri¬ 
can  Eagle  bullion  coins.  Proof-65  or  finer,  as  made,  each  in  an 
original  box  of  issue.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

California  Small 
Denomination  gold 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2458  1875  Octagonal  quarter  dollar.  Indian  Head.  Breen  Gillio- 
782.  High  Rarity-6.  MS-63  (PCGS),  prooflike.  Rich  violet  high¬ 
lights.  Perhaps  fewer  than  a  dozen  specimens  of  this  variety 
exist. 

2459  1880  Octagonal  quarter  dollar.  Indian  Head.  BG-799X.  Rarity- 
5  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  and  mirror  fields. 

2460  1880  Octagonal  half  dollar.  BG-954.  Rarity-5.  Indian  Head. 
AU-58  (PCGS).  Small  hand-engraved  date.  Lustrous  olive-gold 
surfaces. 

error  Coins  


2461  1804  half  cent  error.  Double  struck.  Breen-9,  Cohen-10.  F-12. 
Rotated  some  20°  counterclockwise  between  strikes.  Two 
dates  are  present  on  the  obverse,  and  partial  double  legends 
are  seen  on  the  reverse. 

2462  Four  Lincoln  cent  errors:  ☆  1911  double  strike.  EF-40.  Sec¬ 
ond  strike  20%  or  so  off  center  towards  K-7  ☆  1916  double 
strike.  AU-50.  Second  strike  10%  off  center  towards  K-3  ☆ 
1919-S  double  strike.  AU-55.  Second  strike  is  a  “tab”  at  K-5  ☆ 
1920  double  strike.  AU-50.  Second  strike  is  a  “tab”  at  K-6.  An 
unusual  and  interesting  group.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

The  1919-S  Lincoln  cent  error  in  this  group  was  struck  twice,  the  second 
being  a  “tab”  strike  (the  host  coin  is  partially  ejected  from  the  collar,  then 
struck  a  second  time  with  the  dies  coming  in  contact  with  just  a  small  por¬ 
tion  of  the  coin,  leaving  an  extended  “tab”  with  design  details-in  this  case, 
LIBERTY  and  the  back  of  Lincoln— at  the  edge  of  the  coin.  This  coin  was 
struck  so  that  the  date  was  obliterated  by  the  second  strike,  but  careful  ex¬ 
amination  reveals  the  original  date  and  mintmark  in  a  stretched-out,  ghost¬ 
like  form. 


2463  1918  Buffalo  nickel  error.  Off-center  strike.  MS-63.  Lustrous. 
About  25%  off  center  towards  K-9.  A  nice  early  Buffalo  nickel 
error. 


2464  1919  Buffalo  nickel  error.  Off-center  strike.  MS-63.  Lustrous. 
About  65%  off  center  towards  K-12.  A  major  off-center  Buffalo 
nickel  error. 


2465  1920  Buffalo  nickel  error.  Off-center  strike.  MS-63.  Lustrous. 
About  85%  off  center  towards  K-2;  just  the  date  and  designer’s 
initial  are  present  on  the  obverse,  with  only  UNITED  STATES 
and  a  portion  of  the  bison’s  back  present  on  the  reverse.  A 
major  off-center  Buffalo  nickel  error. 


2466  1920  Buffalo  nickel  error.  Off-center  strike.  MS-60.  Lustrous. 
About  25%  off  center  towards  K-2.  An  attractive  early-date 
Buffalo  nickel  error. 


2467  1920  Buffalo  nickel  error.  Off-center  strike.  AU-58.  Lustrous. 
About  40%  off  center  towards  K-2. 


2468  Undated.  Buffalo  nickel  error.  Off-center  “tab”  strike.  MS-60. 
Lustrous.  About  95%  off  center  towards  K-10.  Only  AMERICA 
and  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  are  visible  on  the  struck  “tab”  por¬ 
tion  of  the  coin.  Rare  and  unusual. 


2469  Undated.  San  Francisco  Mint  Buffalo  nickel  error.  Off-cen¬ 
ter  strike.  MS-60.  Lustrous.  About  50%  off  center  towards  K-6. 
The  date  is  missing  on  the  obverse,  but  the  reverse  mintmark 
is  plainly  displayed. 


2470  1920  Mercury  dime  error.  Railroad  rim.  MS-63.  Lustrous, 
deeply  toned.  Lightly  double  struck,  the  second  time  out  of 
the  retaining  collar,  thus  creating  a  pronounced  “railroad" 
rim.  Rare  and  unusual. 

The  “railroad"  rim  effect  is  caused  when  the  surrounding  collar  is  not  in 
position  properly,  resulting  in  the  reeding  being  applied  to  only  a  part  of 
the  edge,  with  the  upper  or  lower  part  showing  the  blank  character istic  of 
the  original  planchet. 
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Exonumia _ 

Under  this  heading  we  offer  several  pieces  of  interest. 
Edowever,  later  in  the  present  sale  under  material  relating  to 
rheophile  E.  Leon,  beginning  with  Lot  2647,  is  more 
‘Exonumia.” 

2471  1874  Counterstamped  quarter.  Arrows.  VF-20.  Prominently 
counterstamped  on  the  obverse  in  three  lines:  SAGE’S/ 
CANDY/COIN.  The  issuer  of  this  piece  has  never  been  identi¬ 
fied,  but  he  or  she  stamped  coins  only  dated  1874. 

The  reason  for  issuing  this  has  never  been  discovered,  but  we  wonder  if  it 
might  have  been  included  as  a  premium  in  a  box  of  candy.  This  imprint  is 
known  on  quarters  (most  often  seen),  half  dollars  (somewhat  scarcer),  and 
trade  dollars  (only  three  specimens  known  to  us).  We  suggest  that  a  perusal 
of  1874-dated  newspapers  of  some  of  the  larger  eastern  cities  might  yield 
mention  of  this.  Should  same  come  to  light,  we  would  be  pleased  to  show¬ 
case  an  appropriate  article  in  an  issue  of  our  Rare  Coin  Review. 

2472  Pinback  made  from  1907  Barber  quarter.  Obverse  enameled, 
field  in  deep  red,  cap  in  sky  blue,  wreath  in  green  cloissonne. 
Other  devices  left  as  silver.  An  eye-catching  item. 

2473  1873  Counterstamped  half  dollar.  Arrows.  VG-8.  J.L. 
BARNES/SALOON/BRYAN,  TEX.  in  three  lines  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  (first  and  third  lines  curved).  A  very  pleasing  saloon 
counterstamp,.  This  imprint  is  found  primarily  on  half  dollars. 
Fewer  than  10  are  known  to  exist. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Murray,  Swope,  Young,  and  Van  Ormer  Col¬ 
lections,  September  1985,  Lot  2527. 

2474  Undated.  Chicago  Numismatic  Society  brass  token.  Round. 
33mm.  CHICAGO  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY  on  one  side, 
CHICAGO  COLLECTORS  CLUB  on  the  other.  EF  to  AU, 
deeply  toned. 

Currency 


Seldom-Offered  Refunding  Certificate 

$10  Series  of  1879 


2478  $10  F-214.  Refunding  Certificate.  Series  of  1879.  Serial: 
A1 172833.  Choice  AU.  A  sharp  and  crisp  example,  save  for 
one  horizontal  crease.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  offered.  An 
interesting  and  rare  type  note  for  the  connoisseur. 

When  these  notes  were  issued  their  interest  rate  was  4%  for  an  indefinite 
period  of  time.  They  were  understandably  quite  popular  and  interested  per¬ 
sons  formed  long  lines  at  the  Post  Office.  In  1907,  an  Act  of  Congress 
ceased  paying  interest  as  of  July  1  of  that  year.  By  that  date,  the  total  re¬ 
demption  value  was  $21.30. 


federal  Currency 

Our  offering  of  currency  is  primarily  derived  from  the 
marvelous  consignment  furnished  to  us  by  Boys  Town.  The 
lotes  have  been  off  the  market  for  many  years,  since  the  1940s 
nd  1950s,  and  the  collection  contains  many  delights  and 
urp  rises. 

2475  Selection  of  large-size  notes:  ☆  $1  Friedberg-37.  Legal  Ten¬ 
der  note.  Series  of  1917.  Elliott-Burke.  Small  scalloped  red 
seal.  Serial:  H98982054A.  New,  tiny  ballpoint  ink  mark  at 
back  center  ☆  $2  F-60.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1917. 
Speelman-White.  Small  scalloped  red  seal.  Serial: 
D24021326A.  EF,  choice  ☆  $5  F-87.  Legal  Tender  note.  Se¬ 
ries  of  1917.  Parker-Burke.  Small  scalloped  red  seal.  Serial: 
E2933701.  Choice  New  ☆  $5  F-235.  Silver  Certificate.  Series 
of  1899.  Elliott-White.  Serial:  H49025986A.  AU,  light  vertical 
crease  ☆  $1  F-237.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1923. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  A1809452B.  New.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2476  $1  F-282.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1923.  Speelman-White. 
Blue  seal.  Serial:  A3235143B.  VF,  some  light  creasing. 

2477  $1  F-352.  Treasury  or  Coin  note.  Series  of  1891.  Bruce-Rob- 
erts.  Small  red  seal.  Serial:  B55647047*.  New,  some  faint  rip- 
pling. 


2479  Trio  of  $10  large-size  Federal  Reserve  Bank  notes.  Series  of 
1914.  Blue  Seals:  ☆  F-907  Boston.  White-Mellon.  Serial: 
A69440103A.  EF  ☆  F-932.  St.  Louis.  Burke-McAdoo.  Serial: 
H1844113A.  VF  ☆  F-951.  San  Francisco.  White-Mellon.  Serial: 
L24991484A.  EF.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


2480  $20  F-124.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1862.  C.hittenden- 
Spinner.  Serial:  92767.  VF,  washed  and  pressed.  Rare;  among 
our  nation’s  first  "greenbacks. 
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2481  $20  F-374.  Treasury  or  Coin  note.  Series  of  1890.  Rosecrans- 
Nebeker.  Small  red  seal.  Serial:  A687641.  VG.  Portrait  of  John 
Marshall,  who  served  both  as  Secretary  of  State  and  Chief  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  United  States.  Much  rarer  than  the  $1,  $2,  and  $5 
notes  of  the  same  series.  Some  light  creasing  and  foxing,  but 
important  nonetheless. 

The  Treasury  or  Coin  notes  of  1890  are  a  high  water  mark  in  American 
engraving,  particularly  in  the  expression  of  the  denominations  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Unfortunately,  the  reverses  were  ephemeral,  the  design  was  quickly 
changed,  and  specimens  are  relatively  scarce  today. 

2482  $20  F-955.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  note.  Cleveland.  Series  of 
1914.  Burke-McAdoo.  Red  seal.  Serial:  D485282A.  AU,  some 
slight  wrinkling. 

National  bank  notes  (Large! 

2483  Hawaii,  Honolulu.  First  National  Bank  of  Hawaii.  $5  F-607. 
Third  Charter  Period.  Blue  Seal.  Elliott-Burke.  Charter:  5550. 
Serial:  48295.  Choice  VF,  some  faint  vertical  creases. 

2484  Nebraska,  O’Neill.  O’Neill  National  Bank.  $20  F-581.  Second 
Charter  Period.  Blue  Seal.  Lyons-Roberts.  Charter:  5770.  Se¬ 
rial:  3681.  VF,  harshly  washed  and  pressed. 

2485  New  York,  New  York.  National  Bank  of  North  America  in 
New  York.  $5  F-472.  Second  Charter  Period.  Brown  seal. 
Rosecrans-Nebeker.  Charter:  4581.  Serial:  19921.  New,  some 
well-hidden  pin  holes. 

2486  New  York,  Tonawanda.  First  National  Bank  of  Tonawanda. 

$10  F-540.  Second  Charter  Period.  Blue  seal.  Rosecrans- 
Nebeker.  Charter:  4869.  Serial:  10354.  Choice  New. 

2487  Ohio,  Marietta.  German  National  Bank  of  Marietta.  $10  F- 

577.  Second  Charter  Period.  Blue  seal.  Lyons-Roberts.  Char¬ 
ter:  5212.  Serial:  8695.  EF,  harshly  washed  and  pressed. 

The  title  of  this  bank  reflects  the  many  German  immigrants  that  lived  in 
the  southern  part  of  Ohio  beginning  early  in  the  19th  century  and  continu¬ 
ing  for  many  years  thereafter. 

Small-Size  notes _ 

2488  Pair  of  small-size  Federal  Reserve  note  errors:  ☆  $20  f -2071-1). 
Series  of  1974.  Serial:  D74559462C.  Offset  printing  front  to 
back  100%.  All  details  quite  dark  and  clearly  visible.  Choice 
New.  Fresh  and  attractive  ☆  $20  F-2073-B.  Series  of  1981.  Serial: 
B33305518C.  Complete  third  printing  on  hack.  New,  a  faint 
wide  cornet  fold  is  noted.  An  interesting  pair.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


2489  Colorado,  Greeley.  Greeley  Union  National  Bank.  $5  F-1800- 
1.  Series  of  1929.  Charter:  4437.  Serial:  A002831A.  Choice 
crisp  New. 

Named  after  Horace  Greeley,  publisher  of  the  New  York  Tribune,  who  in 
popular  folklore  is  credited  with  the  saying,  “Go  West  young  man!” 

Fractional  Currency  


2490  Fractional  currency  display  on  five  blue  cardboard  panels. 

The  individual  notes  are  mounted  in  cellophane  holders  from 
which  they  can  be  easily  removed.  The  average  grade  is  VF  to 
New.  The  list  of  varieties  is  as  follows:  ☆  30  F-1226  ☆  30  F-1227 

☆  50  F-1228  ☆  50  F-1228  ☆  50  F-1230  ☆  50  F-1232  ☆  50  F-1233 

☆  50  F-1238  ☆  50  F-1239  ☆  100  F-1242  (2)  ☆  100  F-1251  ☆  100 
F-1255  ☆  100  F-1257  ☆  100  F-1258  ☆  100  F-1265  (2)  ☆  150  F- 
1267  ☆  150  F-1268  ☆  250  F-1279  ☆  250  F-1281  ☆  250  F-1292 

☆  250  F-1294  ☆  250  F-1302  ☆  250  F-1307  ☆  250  F-1308  ☆  250 
F-1309  ☆  500  F-1312  (2)  ☆  500  F-1316  ☆  500  F-1331  (2)  ☆  500 
F-1340  ☆  500  F-1362  (2)  ☆  500  F-1376  ☆  500  F-1379  (2)  ☆  500 
F-1381  (2).  Also  included  is  a  specimen  150  reverse,  F-1272S, 
and  a  specimen  500  obverse,  F-1328.  The  lot  is  accompanied 
by  a  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  vignette  portraying  F.E. 
Spinner.  (Total:  42  pieces) 

The  panels  are  those  used  by  Boys  Town  to  exhibit  these  pieces  to  the 
public. 

The  above  notes  are  arranged  on  panels  in  order  from  the  First  through 
Fifth  Issue  notes.  At  the  center  is  a  historical  discussion  of  the  items,  around 
which  are  specimens  of  the  notes  themselves.  No  doubt  at  Boys  Town  these 
furnished  in  effect  a  self-guided  tour  to  the  fractional  currency  series.  One 
can  imagine  that  the  next  owner  may  wish  to  mount  these  in  frames  for  dis¬ 
play  in  an  office,  museum,  or  other  place  where  the  public  can  enjoy  the 
notes. 

2491  Selection  of  wide-margin  Proofs:  ☆  50  reverse.  F-1236.  EF  ☆ 
250  reverse.  F-1294.  Net  AU  ☆  500  reverse.  F-1314.  New,  with 
pinhole  ☆  500  reverse.  F-1324.  EF  ☆  500  obverse.  F-1328.  New 

☆  500  obverse.  F-1343.  EF.  Proof  (Specimen)  notes  are  always 
in  demand.  In  today’s  market,  the  relatively  small  remaining 
supply  is  becoming  widely  dispersed.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

F-1328  and  F-1343  each  have  inked  signatures  of  U.S.  Treasurer  F.E.  Spin¬ 
ner,  who  came  to  Washington  from  a  career  in  banking  in  Mohawk,  New 
York,  became  well  known  for  the  flourish  of  his  signatures.  It  may  be  some¬ 
what  disillusioning  to  realize  that  Spinner  trained  over  a  dozen  young  ladies 
to  emulate  his  signature  closely,  and  the  chances  are  that  currency  was  actu¬ 
ally  hand  signed  by  him  are  remote.  He  had  more  important  things  to  do, 
including  managing  the  money  of  the  United  States!  Similarly,  the  vast  ma¬ 
jority  of  19th  and  20th-century  stock  certificates,  if  issued  by  large  firms 
traded  on  major  exchanges,  bear  signatures  that  are  in  the  hand  of  hired 
copyists  (although  this  is  rarely,  if  ever,  mentioned  in  offerings  of  such 
pieces). 

2492  100  Second  Issue  experimental  note.  F-2E10R.4  New.  Fiber 
paper.  The  obverse  has  only  a  bronze  oval  surcharge;  no  de¬ 
sign.  The  reverse  is  the  normal  type  with  green  printing.  “18- 
63”  and  “T-l”  surcharge.  Stamped  SPECIMEN  on  the  reverse 
in  violet  ink.  Rarity-5. 

2493  150  F-1269.  Large  red  seal.  Gem  New.  The  150  issue  is  a  classic 
design. 

2494  150  F-1271.  Smaller  red  seal.  Gem  New. 

2495  250  Second  Issue  experimental  note.  F-2E25F.3b  New.  Bond 
paper.  The  obverse  has  the  normal  design  in  black  ink,  but 
without  the  bronze  oval  surcharge.  The  reverse  is  blank. 
Stamped  SPECIMEN  on  the  obverse  in  violet  ink.  Rarity-5. 

2496  F-1345.  Trio  of  Justice  vignette  500  notes:  ☆  1-1345.  New,  with 
minor  foxing  ☆  F-1S55.  New  ☆  F-1362.  New.  (Total:  3  pieces) 
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Early  American  Currency 


Unique  Presbyterian  Congregation  of 
Ballstown  Threepence  Note 

Previously  Unlisted 


2497  New  York,  Ballstown  (Ballston).  Undated  (probably  18th  cen¬ 
tury)  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Ballstown.  Threepence. 
As  yet  unlisted.  Rarity-8.  Unique.  VG  overall,  but  two  halves 
now  stitched  together.  A  unique  (so  far  as  we  know)  specimen. 
An  exceedingly  important  opportunity  for  the  advanced  col¬ 
lector  of  18th-century  paper  money. 

Face:  “BY  Order  of  the  Trustees  of/ the  Presbyterian  Congrega-/tion  of 
Ballstown,  the  Bear-/er  on  Demand  shall  receive/THREE  PENCE”  in  five 
lines  within  a  fancy  dotted  cartouche,  with  a  badly  faded  signature  above 
some  symbols  to  the  left  and  “Treasurer”  to  the  right.  Back:  “THREE 
PENCE”  at  the  center,  a  single  line  above  and  another  below,  with  “3d.] 
Printed  by  BARBER  [3d.”  on  the  line  above  the  denomination,  and  “3d.]  and 
SOUTHWICK  [3d.”  inverted  and  below  the  lower  line.  Planetary  symbols  in 
double  lines  at  the  vertical  ends,  beaded  vines  and  leaves  at  the  horizontal 
sides.  Previously  unlisted  by  Eric  P.  Newman  in  his  landmark  book,  The 
Early  Paper  Money  of  America,  but  accompanied  by  a  recent  letter  from 
Newman.  His  description  reads  in  part:  “The  note  is  split  in  half  horizon¬ 
tally,  and  stitched  together,  resulting  in  the  lower  part  being  slightly  left  of 
where  it  was  before  the  separation.  The  note  has  been  trimmed  slightly  on 
all  four  sides.  The  note  has  a  small  hole  in  the  lower  center  of  the  top  half.” 
He  also  writes  that  the  note  will  be  featured  in  the  4th  edition  of  The  Early 
Paper  Money  of  America.  He  goes  on  to  give  reasons  for  his  belief  in  the  genu¬ 
ine  nature  of  the  note:  “The  denomination  (3d)  is  printed  in  figures  twice 
on  both  top  and  bottom  of  the  back  in  identical  type;  the  thread  which 
stitches  the  two  halves  together  appears  old  and  original;  the  border  orna¬ 
ments  on  the  front  and  the  back  match  on  both  the  top  and  on  the  bottom 
halves;  the  paper  at  the  top  and  bottom  is  identical  and  the  color,  dirt  and 
wear  are  identical.”  He  concludes  his  letter  with  “My  best,  Eric  P.  Newman,” 
with  a  simple  signature  of  “Eric.” 

Accompanied  by  a  letter  of  authendcity  dated  July  30,  1997,  from  Eric  P. 
Newman,  perhaps  the  foremost  authority  on  colonial  currency  in  the  coun- 
try. 


2498  New  York,  Ballston.  November  1,  1790.  6d.  Small-change 
note.  Ballston,  N.Y.  Fair.  Paper  repair  on  blank  verso. 

Printed  by  R.  Barber  8c  Co.,  Albany. 


2499  Early  American  currency  trio:  ☆  Continental  Currency.  Janu¬ 
ary  1779.  $50.  Fine  ☆  Maryland.  April  1774.  $1.  VF/Fine  ☆ 
U.S.  Bill  of  Exchange.  1782.  Fourth  Bill.  $60  or  300  livres 
tournois.  Pennsylvania.  Hillegas-Smith.  Smyth-US-99,10-B.  EF. 
(Total:  3  pieces) 


2500  Massachusetts  State  Lottery  certificate  attributed  to  Paul  Re¬ 
vere.  Indented  January  18,  1779  bond.  £22:10:00.  Smyth-MA- 
14.  Type  having  “Massachusetts  State  Lottery,  Class  the  First” 
at  the  right  margin.  Serial:  291.  Signed  by  Gardner  as  treasurer 
and  by  Scollay  and  Green  as  the  committee.  EF,  with  a  tear  at 
the  right  border.  Mounted  on  blue  cardboard. 

Engraving  attributed  to  Paul  Revere,  who  at  the  time  engaged  in  many 
activities— including  those  of  jeweler,  engraver  on  copper,  diecutter,  and  pa¬ 
triot.  Listed  as  Rarity-6  in  the  Smyth  catalogue  section  of  the  Price  of  Liberty. 

2501  New  York,  Dutchess  County.  Jan.  11,  1791.  2d.  Small-change 
note.  Constitutional  Society  of  Dutchess  County.  Fair.  Some¬ 
what  ragged  at  the  margins.  A  few  small  holes  can  be  seen. 

Printed  by  N.  Power,  Poughkeepsie.  It  seems  that  the  spelling  of  this  par¬ 
ticular  political  entity  of  New  York  state  should  be  spelled  as  Duchess 
County  but,  Dutchess  it  is  and  always  has  been. 

2502  New  York,  Lansingburgh.  October  20,  1792.  2d.  Small-change 
note.  Lansingburgh  Museum.  Fair.  Somewhat  ragged  at  the 
margins.  A  few  small  holes  can  be  seen. 

Printed  by  Tiffany  &  Wands.  It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  more  about 
the  Lansingburgh  Museum,  especially  in  view  of  the  later  (circa  1830s)  flour¬ 
ishing  of  Walsh's  General  Store  in  the  same  town.  In  his  book,  Hard  Times 
Tokens,  Lyman  H.  Low  related  that  Walsh's  store  was  widely  known  as 
“Walsh’s  Museum,”  and  issued  several  tokens  (Low-99,  100,  and  101).  We 
cannot  help  but  wonder  if  there  was  a  connection  to  the  note-issuer  of  1792. 
The  1792  notes  are  signed  byj.  Dole. 

2503  New  York,  Lansingburgh.  October  20,  1792.  3d.  Small-change 
note.  Lansingburgh  Museum.  Fair.  Ragged  at  the  margins  with 
some  conspicuous  holes. 

Printed  by  Tiffany  8c  Wands. 

2504  New  York,  Lansingburgh.  October  20,  1792.  4d.  Small-change 
note.  Lansingburgh  Museum.  Fair.  Ragged  at  the  margins  with 
some  evident  holes. 

Printed  by  Tiffany  8c  Wands. 

2505  Alabama,  Bank  of  Mobile.  $1.  AL-45.  G2.  Black  printing  on 
India  paper.  Proof.  New.  Punch  canceled.  N.  &  S.S.  Jocelyn. 

Printed  by  N.  8c  S.S.  Jocelyn,  affiliated  with  Fairman,  Draper,  Underwood 
&  Co.  of  New  Haven.  Vignettes  of  goddess  holding  Caduceus  with  Neptune 
at  her  side,  ship  in  distance  (upper  left),  small  vignette  of  running  stag 
(lower  right). 

2506  Connecticut,  Bridgeport.  Bridgeport  Bank.  $1.  CT-25.  G28. 
Black  printing  on  India  paper.  Proof.  New.  Punch  canceled. 
Mounted  on  card. 

Printed  by  N.  8c  S.S.  Jocelyn;  Draper,  Underwood,  Bald  &  Spencer  (un¬ 
doubtedly,  the  notes  were  primed  by  the  latter  firm  and  distributed  region¬ 
ally  through  the  preceding  firm).  Vignettes  of  river  and  cityscape  (left),  god¬ 
dess  seated  with  merchandise,  holding  Caduceus  (tight). 
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2507  Connecticut,  Bridgeport.  Bridgeport  Bank.  $10.  CT-25. 
G112.  Black  printing  on  India  paper.  Proof.  New.  Punch  can¬ 
celed.  Mounted  on  card,  with  red  arrow  sticker  on  left  side  of 
note. 

Printed  by  N.  &  S.S.  Jocelyn,  New  Haven,  affiliated  with  Draper, 
Underwood,  Bald  &  Spencer.  Vignettes:  Aristides  seated  to  the  left  (and 
identified  by  microscopic  type  to  the  lower  left,  to  which  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  red  arrow'  is  pointing);  goddess  seated  on  merchandise  holding  Ca- 
duceus  (top  center);  river  scene  with  vessels  in  foreground,  city  in  back¬ 
ground  (lower  center). 

2508  Connecticut,  Bridgeport.  The  Jewett  City  Bank.  $50.  CT-205. 
G44.  Black  printing  on  India  paper.  Proof.  New.  punch  can¬ 
celed.  Mounted  on  card. 

Printed  by  N.  8c  S.S.  Jocelyn,  New  York  and  New  Haven,  affiliated  with 
Draper,  Underwood,  Bald  8c  Spencer.  Vignettes:  Standing  goddess  with 
right  arm  on  anchor  (left);  state  shield  of  Connecticut,  goddess  of  agricul¬ 
ture  to  left,  standing  goddess  holding  key  and  1831  charter  to  right  (top  cen¬ 
ter);  seated  goddess  with  left  arm  on  sheep  (lower  center). 

2509  Connecticut,  New  Haven.  City  Bank  of  New  Haven.  $20.  CT- 
265.  G72.  Black  printing  on  India  paper.  Proof.  New.  Punch 
canceled.  Mounted  on  card. 

Printed  by  N.  8c  S.S.  Jocelyn  of  New  York  and  New'  Haven,  affiliated  with 
Draper,  Underwood,  Bald  &  Spencer.  Vignettes:  Aristides  seated,  with 
name  in  microscopic  letters  to  lower  left  (left);  three  seated  cherubs  (top 
center);  town  square  with  churches,  etc.  (lower  center). 

2510  Connecticut,  New  Haven.  Eagle  Bank  of  New  Haven.  $1.  CT- 

270.  Unlisted  $1  variety  similar  to  G200.  Black  printing  on  In¬ 
dia  paper.  Proof.  New.  Mounted  on  card. 

Imprinted  with  “Graphic  Co.  dies”  vertically  near  upper  left.  Vignettes: 
Perched  eagle,  wings  aloft,  holding  branch  and  arrows,  ships  and  city  in  the 
background  (lower  center);  Washington  (right). 

2511  Connecticut,  New  Haven.  Mechanics’  Bank,  New  Haven.  $2. 

CT-280.  G104.  Black  printing  on  India  paper.  Proof.  New,  with 
spaces  for  signatures  cut  away.  Mounted  on  card. 

Printed  by  N.  8c  S.S.  Jocelyn,  New  Haven.  Vignettes:  Connecticut  state 
shield  against  a  background  of  glory  (left);  two  cherubs,  dog,  and  strongbox 
(upper  center);  arm  and  hammer  (lower  center). 

2512  Connecticut,  New  Haven.  The  New  Haven  Bank.  CT-290.  $2 
G60.  Proof  impression  on  India  paper  mounted  on  card.  New. 
Black  printing.  Punch  canceled. 

Printed  by  N.  8c  S.S.  Jocelyn,  New  York  and  New  Haven,  affiliated  with 
Draper,  Underwood,  Bald  &  Spencer.  Vignettes:  Two  Indians  on  hillside 
overlooking  harbor  and  city  (left);  state  shield  of  Connecticut  flanked  by 
two  goddesses  (upper  center);  beehive  (lower  center). 

2513  Connecticut,  New  Haven.  The  New  Haven  Bank.  CT-290. 
$100  G228.  Proof  impression  on  India  paper  mounted  on 
card.  New.  Black  printing.  Punch  canceled. 

Printed  by  N.  8c  S.S.  Jocelyn,  New  Haven,  affiliated  with  Fairman,  Draper, 
Underwood,  8c  Co.  Vignettes:  State  shield  of  Connecticut  (left);  seated  god¬ 
dess  with  right  arm  resting  on  barrel,  left  hand  pointing  to  scroll,  flying  cu- 
pid  above,  Neptune  and  span  of  horses  in  sea  to  right  (upper  center);  bee¬ 
hive  (lower  center);  goddess  standing  with  sword,  right  arm  resting  on 
draped  pedestal,  hand  holding  balance  scales,  right  hand  holding  sword 
(right). 

2514  Louisiana.  Canal  Bank.  LA-105.  Group  of  uncut  and  partial 
remainder  sheets:  t?  Uncut  sheet:  $5-5-5-5.  G12a-12a-12a-12a. 
Net  EF,  with  a  tear  at  the  right  margin  ☆  Uncut  sheet:  $10-10- 
10-10.  G24a-24a-24a-24a.  EF  ☆  Uncut  sheet:  $10-10-10-10. 
G26a-26a-26a-26a.  EF  to  AU  ☆  Trio  of  uncut  sheets:  $20-20-20- 
20.  G34a-34a-34a-34a.  EF  ☆  Uncut  sheet:  $20-20-50-100.  G32a- 
32a-44a-56a.  Net  EF,  mounted  ☆  Partial  sheet:  $500-$  1000. 
G70a-80a.  AU  or  better.  (Total:  8  pieces;  30  subjects) 

I  he  preceding  are  among  the  most  plentiful  of  19th-century  remainder 
notes.  Over  a  period  of  time  we  have  handled  in  the  aggregate  of  at  least 
several  thousand  sheets  from  this  New  Orleans  bank.  Today,  most  are 
widely  scattered. 
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2515  Minnesota.  Bank  of  Owatonna.  $5.  MN-100.  G2.  Fine. 

Signed  and  hand-dated  March  24,  1859.  Plate  by  Jocelyn,  Draper,  Welsh  & 
Co.,  for  the  American  Bank  Note  Company.  Plate  probably  made  up  prior 
to  the  formation  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Company,  and  metal  slug  in¬ 
serted  prior  to  the  printing  of  the  sheet  in  which  this  particular  note  was  a 
part. 

2516  Minnesota,  La  Crescent.  La  Crescent  Bank.  $1.  MN-55.  G2. 
Black  printing  on  thin  paper.  AU.  Punch  canceled.  Hand  num¬ 
bered  and  signed,  probably  an  unissued  (not  Proof)  note. 
Mounted  on  card. 

American  Bank  Note  Company. 

2517  Minnesota,  St.  Paul.  Dayton  Bank.  MN-135.  Pair  of  uncut  re¬ 
mainder  sheets:  $  1-1-2-5,  G2a-2a-4a-6a  (2).  Each  is  EF.  One 
sheet  has  tears  at  the  right  margin.  (Total:  2  uncut  sheets;  8 
subjects) 

Printed  circa  the  1850s  by  Danforth,  Wright  8c  Co.,  New  York  and  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

2518  Minnesota,  St.  Cloud.  Stearns  County  Bank.  $5.  MN-120. 
G8a.  Fair.  Elusive  and  eagerly  sought  variety. 

2519  New  Hampshire,  Concord.  Concord  Bank.  NH-25.  Uncut  re¬ 
mainder  sheet  of  four  subjects:  $5-5-10-20.  G76-76-92-106.  Net 
AU,  with  folds  between  the  notes  and  some  foxing.  On  each 
note  the  space  for  the  cashier’s  signature  has  the  inked  date: 
“August  14th,  1817,”  and  the  space  for  the  president’s  signature 
is  inscribed  in  ink,  “E.  Windsor  Con.”  (Total:  1  sheet;  4  subjects) 

Printed  by  Reed.  The  vignette  on  the  $  1  depicts  a  village  on  the  far  side  of 
a  river,  the  latter  with  a  sidewheel  steamer  towing  a  barge.  The  $10  shows 
the  same  village,  but  with  rapids  and  a  passage  lock  in  the  foreground.  The 
$10  vignette  is  repeated  on  the  $20,  acceptable  in  1817,  but  not  standard 
practice  in  later  years,  as  such  aided  the  raising  of  note  denominations  by 
unscrupulous  people.  In  the  margin  to  the  left  are  what  seem  to  be  control 
signatures  and  initials,  in  ink  “W.  BARBER”  opposite  the  $10,  and  simply 
“WB"  on  the  other  four  notes.  One  can  imagine  that  these  notes  were  re¬ 
corded  by  the  treasurer  of  the  bank  in  question,  but  not  actually  issued. 
Concerning  “E.  Winsor  Con,”  there  is  a  geographical  location  known  as  East 
Winsor,  Connecticut,  which  may  have  had  a  connection  of  some  sort. 


2520  New  Hampshire.  Rockingham  Bank.  NH-295.  Uncut  sheet  of 
Proof  notes:  $  1-1-2-3.  G24-24-36-48.  New.  Black  printing  on  In¬ 
dia  paper,  mounted  on  card.  Punch  canceled.  Perkins  Patent 
Steel  Plate. 

Document  engraved  and  printed  by  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casileai  .V  Com¬ 
pany,  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 

The  biography  of  Jacob  Perkins,  of  Newburyport.  Massachusetts,  is  fasci¬ 
nating,  and  appears  here  and  there  in  numismatic  references,  including  I  hi 
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History  of  United  States  Coinage,  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  1979,  there  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  Perkins  doing  die  work  for  the  Massachusetts  copper  half  cents 
and  cents  of  1787-1788.  Perkins  revolutionized  the  bank  note  printing  busi¬ 
ness  by  creating  steel  engraving  elements  which  could  be  locked  into  a 
frame  to  create  notes  that  were  difficult  to  counterfeit,  in  contrast  to  the 
earlier  practice  of  simply  hand  engraving  a  plate  or  typesetting  individual 
letters. 

2521  New  York,  Auburn.  Farmers  Bank.  Pair  of  unissued  remain¬ 
der  notes,  each  grading  New:  ☆  $2  ☆  $10.  Both  have  black 
printing  without  tint.  These  notes  were  to  be  backed  by  goods 
rather  than  specie.  Bank  not  listed  in  Haxby.  A  find  for  the 
specialist.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

Lang  &  Laing,  Lithographers,  1174  Fulton  Street,  New  York  City.  In  the 
early  1860s,  when  this  note  was  issued,  Fulton  Street  was  a  center  for  engrav¬ 
ing  and  diesinking  activity. 


2522  Pennsylvania,  Catawissa.  Sheet  of  $1,  $2,  and  $3  notes,  un¬ 
signed,  unissued,  August  1840.  EF.  Imprint  of  Manly  &  Orr, 
Philadelphia.  Vignettes  include  Washington  and  Franklin. 


2523  Pennsylvania,  Catawissa.  Another  sheet  of  notes,  denomina¬ 
tions  as  foregoing.  EF.  The  engraver  of  this  and  the  preceding 
sheet  was  probably  G.  Jones,  per  a  note  on  one  of  the  sheets. 
Although  the  vignettes  are  similar  to  the  preceding  sheet,  cer¬ 
tain  details  differ. 


2524  Rhode  Island,  Newport.  New  England  Commercial  Bank.  RI- 

155.  Trio  of  New  Proof  notes.  All  are  mounted  on  card  and 
none  are  punch  canceled:  ☆  $1  G2.  Black  printing  on  India 
paper  (2).  One  has  foxing.  ☆  $5  G64.  Black  printing  on  India 
paper.  An  extremely  attractive  and  somewhat  scarce  trio.  (To¬ 
tal:  3  pieces) 

Printing  by  N.  &  S.S.  Jocelyn,  New  Haven. 

2525  Rhode  Island,  Providence.  Mechanics  &  Manufacturers 
Bank.  RI-345.  Pair  of  Proof  notes.  Each  grades  New.  They  are 
punch  canceled,  and  mounted  on  a  card:  ☆  $1  G2.  Black  print¬ 
ing  on  India  paper  ☆  $5  G22.  Black  printing  on  India  paper. 
(Total:  2  pieces) 

Both  notes  have  the  imprints  of  N.  &  S.S.  Jocelyn  and  Fairnran,  Draper, 
Underwood  &  Co. 


South  Western  Bank  Steel  Plate 

Wytheville,  VA 


2526  Virginia,  Wytheville.  South  Western  Bank  of  Virginia.  Steel 
four-subject  bank-note  printing  plate.  $5-$5-$5-$10.  G2a-2a-2a- 
4a.  American  Bank  Note  Company.  The  plate  grades  VF  or 
better.  It  is  essentially  intact,  but  displays  light  rust  as  acquired 
over  the  years,  although  the  surfaces  have  been  cleaned  and 
are  fairly  bright.  (Total:  1  piece;  4  subjects) 

2527  Virginia,  Charlottesville.  Monticello  Bank.  $100.  VA- 
45.G30a.  VG.  Mounted  on  card.  Eagerly  sought  high  denomi¬ 
nation,  a  note  which  actually  circulated.  The  early  1860s  repre¬ 
sented  the  twilight  era  of  early  bank  note  issuance. 

At  the  lower  left  is  a  corner  view  of  Monticello.  American  Bank  Note 
Company. 

2528  Wisconsin,  Green  Bay.  The  Bank  of  Wisconsin,  Green  Bay. 

WI-245.  Pair  of  uncut  remainder  sheets:  $  1-1-2-3.  G2-2-4-6. 
One  sheet  grades  AU;  the  other  is  EF.  (Total:  2  sheets;  8  sub¬ 
jects) 

By  Rawdon,  Wright  &  Hatch,  New  York,  circa  1850s.  Sheets  of  this  era,  on 
which  the  same  sheet  contains  multiples  of  a  given  denomination  (in  the 
present  instance  there  are  two  examples  of  a  $1  note),  exist  in  two  main 
forms:  those  in  which  notes  of  similar  denomination  are  individually  ar¬ 
ranged,  then  imprinted  on  the  plate;  and,  the  more  modern  way,  in  which 
one  note  is  made  up,  and  the  entire  note,  except  for  the  A,  B,  C,  or  D  posi¬ 
tion  letter  is  reproduced  intact.  In  the  former  type  of  note  there  are  topo¬ 
logical  differences,  whereas  the  second  type  of  note  lacks  them.  The  present 
note  is  of  the  first  type,  and  it  will  be  seen,  for  example,  that  the  $1  notes 
have  lettering  in  slightly  different  positions.  As  an  example,  on  the  top  note 
in  the  sheet  the  R  of  “Rawdon"  at  the  bottom  border  is  above  the  right  side 
of  the  ONE,  while  on  the  second  note  the  same  letter  is  over  a  rectangular 
ornament.  Although  collecting  minor  plate  varieties  (the  equivalent  of  accu¬ 
mulating,  for  example,  large  cents  by  die  varieties),  has  not  become  popular 
in  note  collecting,  it  is  readily  evident  that  certain  denominations  and  \ariet- 
ies,  ostensibly  similar,  can  be  collected  for  their  minor  differences. 

2529  Wisconsin,  Manitowoc.  Lake  Shore  Bank.  $1.  WI-410.  Tvpe 
of  G2.  Black  printing  on  white  paper.  New.  Punch  canceled, 
with  left  portion  of  top  margin  cut  away.  Mounting  remnants 
on  verso. 

Vignette  of  sidewheel  steamer  proceeding  at  speed  toward  the  left,  no 
name  on  hull.  American  Bank  Note  Company. 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


217 


The  Boys  Town  and  Marniye  Collections 


Obsolete  Currency  (Various) 

2530  Selection  of  elusive  obsolete  currency,  some  notes  of  which 
may  be  unique  or  nearly  so:  ☆  Connecticut,  Brooklyn. 
Windham  County  Bank.  $1.  CT-20.  G6.  Good.  Listed  as  surviv¬ 
ing  example  not  confirmed  by  Haxby  ☆  Connecticut,  Hart¬ 
ford.  Hartford  Bank.  $3.  CT-165.  G144.  Fine  ☆  Iowa, 
Burlington  (town  written  in  ink).  State  Bank  of  Iowa.  $3.  IA-1. 
G10.  Fair,  with  a  missing  piece.  Listed  as  surviving  example 
not  confirmed  in  Haxby  ☆  Massachusetts,  Danvers.  Danvers 
Bank.  $1.  MA-505.  Unlisted  counterfeit.  Right  and  left  vi¬ 
gnettes  portray  a  farmer  harvesting  grain.  The  central  vignette 
depicts  a  woodsman  with  a  dog  and  a  bear.  VG  ☆  New  York, 
New  York  City.  Eighth  Avenue  Bank.  $2.  NY-1575.  G4a.  Vi¬ 
gnette  of  the  Crystal  Palace  (which  opened  in  1853  and  was  a 
New  York  attraction  until  it  burned  on  October  5,  1858;  the 
present  note  is  dated  December  20,  1853,  and  thus  is  quite 
timely).  VF  with  a  piece  missing.  Listed  as  surviving  example 
not  confirmed  by  Haxby  ☆  New  York,  New  York  City.  Bank  of 
New  York.  $1.  NY- 1790.  G-244b.  VG  ☆  New  York,  Perry. 
Smith’s  Bank  of  Perry.  $2.  NY-2205.  G-4.  Good.  Listed  as  sur¬ 
viving  example  not  confirmed  by  Haxby  ☆  Vermont,  Rutland. 
Bank  of  Rutland.  $5.  VT-200.  Unlisted  counterfeit  variety  simi¬ 
lar  to  C-28;  imprint  of  the  “Graphic  Company.”  VF  or  better. 
(Total:  8  pieces) 

These  notes,  off  the  market  for  decades,  are  essentially  new  to  the  present 
generation  of  researchers  and  enthusiasts.  No  doubt  some  of  the  unlisted 
and  previously  unlocated  notes  mentioned  above  will  represent  the  only 
opportunity  in  your  lifetime  to  acquire  such  pieces. 

2531  Group  of  “reissue”  counterfeit  notes,  with  printed  explana¬ 
tions  in  the  left  margins,  illustrating  various  notes  of  Virginia, 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  etc.,  mid  19th  century.  Issued  as 
counterfeit  detectors,  a  very  rare  form. 

2532  Assortment  of  scarce  varieties  including  some  Uncirculated 
notes.  All  are  mounted  on  card  except  where  noted:  ☆  District 
of  Columbia.  Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank.  $1.75.  DC-235.  G- 
18a.  VF.  Popular  unusual  denomination  ☆  Kansas, 
Leavenworth.  Drovers  Bank.  $1.  KS-30.G-14a.  AU.  Not 
mounted.  Leavenworth  was  a  very  active  trading  and  banking 
center  of  the  era  (in  fact,  Clark,  Gruber  8c  Co.  was  located 
there)  these  being  the  famous  coiners  who  were  active  in  Colo¬ 
rado  in  the  early  1860s  ☆  Massachusetts,  Boston.  Continental 
Bank.  $3.  MA-160.  G6a.  New.  Variety  showing  polar  bear  at¬ 
tacking  boat.  Green  and  white  printing  ☆  Michigan,  Detroit. 
Detroit  City  Bank.  $3.  MI- 125.  C»6.  New.  The  vignette  of  a  god¬ 
dess  seated  on  a  cloud  bears  the  microscopic  imprint  of  F. 
Rawdon,  delineator  and  sculptor.  The  note  was  printed  by 
Rawdon,  Wright  &  Hatch,  New  York  ☆  Nebraska,  Omaha. 
Omaha  City  Bank  8c  Land  Company.  $5.  NE-70.  G6a.  New. 
Central  vignette  of  sidewheel  steamer  and  river  scene  ☆  South 
Carolina,  Camden.  Bank  of  Camden.  $20.  SC-5.  G-14a.  VF. 
Haxby  Plate  Note.  Patriotic  vignettes  including  Washington, 
Justice,  and,  to  the  left,  Lafayette  standing  near  a  pedestal  in¬ 
scribed  WASHINGTON/LAFAYETTE/YORK  TOWN/ 1781 
☆  Virginia,  Weston.  Bank  of  Weston.  $10.  VA-230.  G-4a.  Net 
VF  or  better.  During  the  Civil  War  the  section  of  the  state  in¬ 
cluding  Weston  split  off  and  became  known  as  West  Virginia, 
where,  of  course,  the  town  is  situated  today.  Printed  by 
Wellstood,  Hay  8c  Whiting,  New  York,  one  of  the  lesser  known 
firms,  although  it  was  a  principal  in  the  formation  of  the 
American  Bank  Note  Company  in  1858.  (Total:  7  pieces) 


2533  Vignette  sheet  advertising  the  United  States  Counterfeit  De¬ 
tector  by  John  S.  Beazell,  with  plates  from  the  Continental 
Bank  Note  Company,  New  York.  Sheet  contains  multiple  vi¬ 
gnettes.  (Total:  13  pieces) 

2534  Assortment  of  Proof  notes,  all  grading  New:  ☆  Georgia, 
Milledgeville.  Central  Bank  of  Georgia.  $5.  GA-225.  G12. 
New.  Printed  on  India  paper  with  stiffer  backing,  as  originally 
issued.  Punch  canceled.  Draper,  Toppan  8c  Co.  Scene  of  cher¬ 
ubs  at  center.  At  left,  three  caryatids  (Wisdom,  Justice,  and 
Moderation)  supporting  a  frieze  and  dome  inscribed  CONSTI¬ 
TUTION  ☆  Massachusetts,  Monson.  Monson  Bank.  $20.  MA- 
835.  G18.  AU.  Black  printing  on  India  paper  with  stiffer  back¬ 
ing,  as  originally  issued.  Some  foxing  and  minor  damage  is 
noted.  American  Bank  Note  Company;  Jocelyn,  Draper,  Welsh 
8c  Co.  ☆  New  York,  Buffalo.  The  Commercial  Bank  of  Buf¬ 
falo.  $1.  NY-385.  G2.  New.  Black  printing  on  white  paper. 
Punch  canceled.  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  8c  Co.  ☆  New  York, 
Buffalo.  Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo.  $20.  NY-385.  Cl 2.  Ef 
or  better.  Black  printing  on  white  paper.  Punch  canceled  and 
mounted  on  card.  Slight  damage  near  Zeus’  right  elbow. 
Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  8c  Co.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2535  Pair  of  scarce  varieties,  both  mounted  on  card:  ☆  Illinois, 
Lockport.  State  Bank  of  Illinois.  $1.  IL-775.  Fine.  Not  listed  in 
Haxby.  Backed  by  the  Illinois  8c  Michigan  Canal  Fund.  Central 
vignette  of  Indians  driving  buffalo  and  signed  by  James  Smillie 
☆  Maryland,  Baltimore.  Hamilton  Bank.  $10  remainder.  MD- 
80.  G6.  VF.  Imprint  of  Draper,  Toppan,  Longacre,  &  Co.  (To¬ 
tal:  2  pieces) 

The  Hamilton  bank  note  bears  the  imprint  of  Draper,  Toppan,  Longacre 
&  Co.  a  principal  of  which  was  James  B.  Longacre.  In  1844,  Longacre  was 
named  as  Chief  Engraver  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  succeeding  the  late 
Christian  Gobrecht.  By  that  time  Longacre  had  enjoyed  a  long  and  illustri¬ 
ous  career  in  plate  engraving,  including  bank  notes,  certificates,  and  illustra¬ 
tions  for  the  National  Portrait  Gallery. 

2536  Varied  assortment  of  obsolete  bank  notes,  denominations  $1 
to  $100  (two  of  the  latter)  with  catalogue  values  in  the  $30  to 
$40  range.  Grades  range  from  Poor  to  New,  with  most  being 
VF  or  better.  (Total:  16  pieces) 
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Fascinating  Hoard  of  Obsolete  Notes 

2537  Large  offering  of  obsolete  currency  issues  with  catalogue  val¬ 
ues  from  $2  to  $25.  Denominations  range  from  $1  to  $100. 
Most  date  from  the  1840s  through  the  very  early  1860s.  Many 
are  valued  at  $10  or  more.  Grades  range  from  Poor  to  New. 
(Total:  140  pieces) 

A  grouping  suc  h  as  this  will  furnish  many  hours  of  enjoyable  time  study¬ 
ing  the  vignettes  under  magnification,  contemplating  the  bank  histories, 
and  determining  associated  aspects.  Most  notes  are  signed,  numbered,  and 
have  been  circulated  which,  of  course,  to  the  true  enthusiast  of  the  series  is 
more  interesting  than  crisp,  new  “remainder”  issues  (being  the  converse  of 
what  one  would  expect  in  viewing  a  group  of  coins!) 

2538  Offering  of  uncut  and  partial  remainder  sheets  of  obsolete 
currency:  ☆  Georgia.  Bank  of  Augusta.  GA-30.  Uncut  sheet: 
$11-1-2.  G28-28-28-44.  EF  ☆  Louisiana.  Louisiana  State  Bank, 
LA-80.  Partial  sheet:  $1-2-3.  G2a-4a-6a.  VF.  Somewhat  ragged 
at  the  top  and  right  margins.  Signed  and  numbered,  with  ap¬ 
parently  one  note  cut  off  and  distributed.  The  remaining  notes 
each  have  two  counterstamps  stating  that  they  are  “redeem¬ 
able  in  Confederate  notes.”  With  imprint  of  Rawdon,  Wright, 
Hatch  &  Edson,  New  Orleans  office  (the  firm  was  headquar¬ 
tered  in  New  York)  ☆  New  Hampshire.  Farmington  Bank. 
NH-105.  Partial  sheet:  $2-lm  G4b-2b.  AU,  with  a  tatter  at  the 
right  margin  ☆  New  Hampshire.  Piscataqua  Exchange  Bank, 
NH-285.  Partial  sheet:  $1-1.  G2-2.  AU  ☆  New  Jersey.  Hoboken 
Banking  and  Grazing  Company,  NJ-195.  Uncut  sheet:  $1-1-2- 
3.  G4-4-10-16.  AU  overall  with  some  New  notes.  Payee  added 
in  ink,  and  each  note  hand-dated  September  5,  1826.  Printed 
by  A.B.  &  C.  Durand,  Wright,  8c  Co.,  the  “Wright”  being  in  this 
instance  Charles  Cushing  Wright,  the  famous  engraver  of 
medals  (in  contrast,  the  Wright  in  Wright,  Rawdon,  Hatch  8c 
Edson  was  another  person,  Neziel  Wright).  When  these  notes 
were  printed,  C.C.  Wright  was  a  relative  newcomer  to  New 
York,  having  moved  from  Charleston  ☆  New  Jersey.  State 
Bank  at  New  Brunswick,  NJ-350.  Partial  sheet:  $10-20.  G62c- 
68c.  AU.  Mounted  on  card  ☆  Pennsylvania.  McKean  County 
Bank,  PA-625.  Uncut  sheet:  $5-5-5-5.  G6a-6a-6a-6a.  EF  ☆  Ver¬ 
mont.  West  River  Bank,  VT-115.  $20-$50.  G12a-14a.  AU. 
Mounted  on  card.  (Total:  8  pieces;  23  subjects) 

In  the  1950s  it  was  not  at  all  unusual  to  see  quantities  or  remainder  sheets 
in  the  hands  of  dealers.  However,  in  the  intervening  years  most  hoards  have 
been  dispersed,  and  now  an  offering  such  as  this  is  fairly  unusual.  (One  can¬ 
not  help  but  wonder  whether  the  Hoboken  Banking  and  Grazing  Company 
had  cows  tethered  in  the  front  yard  of  the  financial  institution!). 

Confederate  Currency 


2539  $500.  1864.  Criswell  T-64.  Serial:  23079.  EF,  with  two  foxing 
spots  neaf  the  right  end  of  the  note. 

Dated  February  17,  1864,  at  which  time  this  note  would  have  been  worth 
only  a  fraction  of  its  value  in  terms  of  federal  greenback  issues. 

Interesting  Confederate  Currency  Grouping 

Hoard  of  235  Notes 

2540  Confederate  and  southern  states  currency  and  scrip.  In¬ 
cludes  state,  municipal,  bank,  and  merchant  issues  as  well  as 
official  C.S.A.  notes,  the  latter  through  the  $100  denomina¬ 
tion.  Of  particular  historical  interest  are  many  small  denomi¬ 
nation  scrip  notes  generally  dated  1861  through  1864,  issued 
by  various  towns,  companies,  and  other  entities.  Most  of  these 
notes  show  extensive  signs  of  use  and  were  “there  when  it  hap¬ 
pened”— a  part  of  history.  Grades  range  from  Fair  to  New. 
Most  are  Civil  War  era  pieces,  and  many  have  catalogue  values 
ranging  from  $5  to  $50.  (Total:  235  pieces) 


Ibis  group  will  be  a  veritable  numismatic  feast  for  the  currency  collector 
with  an  eye  for  Civil  War  history.  One  can  readily  imagine  spending  dozens 
of  hours  attributing  the  pieces,  checking  the  imprints,  and  relating  them  to 
the  history  of  the  era.  These  notes  have  been  off  the  market  for  many  years 
and  are  probably  as  dose  as  one  can  come  to  a  treasure  trove  of  paper  Con¬ 
federate  Americana. 

2541  $10.  1864.  Slabaugh-69.  Issue  of  February  17,  1864.  Uncut 
sheet  of  unsigned,  unnumbered  remainder  notes.  EF,  or  bet¬ 
ter  with  binge  mounts  on  the  reverse.  In  the  selvage  or  trim  on 
the  obverse  is  the  impression  of  a  C.S.A.  Treasury  Department 
rubber  stamp  in  red  ink.  (Total:  1  sheet;  8  subjects) 

Although  later  (1864)  Confederate  notes  exist  in  quantity,  original  uncut 
sheets  can  be  deemed  rare.  Printed  by  Keating  and  Ball,  Columbia,  S.C. 
Compared  to  the  facilities  in  the  North,  the  Confederacy  had  only  a  few 
diesinkers  and  note  engravers.  In  the  latter  category,  at  one  point  techni¬ 
cians  were  brought  from  England. 

2542  Eight  percent  stock  certificate.  Criswell-15,  Rarity  -6.  $100.  Act 
of  May  16,  1861.  Dated  January  1,  1862.  Printed  by  Hoyer  8c 
Ludwig,  Richmond,  VA.  Fine,  with  light  foxing  and  some  tears 
at  borders,  though  none  extend  into  the  design. 

Scrip  notes 


2543  Undated  Sutler  scrip:  ☆  Scott’s  nine  hundred  U.S.  Cavalry. 
50.  New  ☆  100.  VF  ☆  250.  VC,  stained  ☆  500.  VG,  stained  ☆ 
14th  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery  Regiment.  250.  EF  ☆  500. 
New  ☆  $1.  AU.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

The  Scott’s  notes  were  engraved  by  A.  Hoen  8c  Co.,  Baltimore;  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  notes  are  by  A.O.  Evans,  Hoboken,  NJ. 

Sutlers  were  authorized  commercial  agents  who  traveled  with  various  Civil 
War  groups  and  provided  personal  articles,  patent  medicines,  reading  mate¬ 
rial,  and  other  amenities  to  soldiers.  Certain  sutlers  issued  tokens  (often 
made  by  John  Stanton  of  Cincinnati,  OH)  or  scrip  notes  that  could  be  used 
in  exchange.  Such  are  highly  collectible  today. 

An  interesting  anecdote  concerning  the  batde  in  Petersburg,  VA:  A  halt 
was  called  in  the  fighting,  and  soldiers  from  both  sides  met  on  common 
ground  to  exchange  trinkets  and  other  novelties  with  each  other— no  doubt 
the  same  having  been  acquired  from  sutlers.  After  a  time,  the  combatants 
retired  to  their  former  positions,  and  fighting  resumed. 

Much  could  be  written  about  the  furnishing  of  supplies  to  soldiers  in  the 
Civil  War.  An  account  we  recently  came  across  in  Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated 
Newspaper  noted  that  carloadsoi  trinkets,  stoves,  personal  supplies,  etc.,  were 
sent  by  well-meaning  friends  and  relatives  to  soldiers  at  the  front,  but  were 
often  pilfered,  lost,  or  otherwise  non-delivered. 

2544  Scrip  notes,  etc.,  mostly  Civil  War  era.  Grades  average  VF  to 
New.  Some  are  mounted  and  some  are  remainders.  (Total:  27 
pieces) 

An  interesting  group.  Included,  among  others,  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing  items: 

•  Undated,  no  location  scrip  notes  for  five,  25,  and  50  cents.  Vignette  of 
Washington,  imprint  of  Doty  8c  McFarlan,  New  York  City.  Unsigned  remain¬ 
ders. 

•  Punch  canceled  or  possibly  Proof  10-cent  check,  undated,  unsigned, 
with  heading  “Pro  Bono  Publico,  with  imprint  of  FF.RD.  MAV  OR  &■  (  O.  96 
FULTON  STREET,  NY.  (Fulton  Street  was  the  prime  gathering  spot  for  en¬ 
graving  firms  of  the  era;  this  was  a  note  for  general  sale,  which  could  be 
filled  out  by  any  merchant). 

•  Unsigned,  unattributed  (no  printer  given),  undated,  on  demand  note 
inscribed  I  PROMISE  TO  PAY  50  CENTS  IN  REFRESI I M ENTS.  Interesting 
research  item. 

•  People’s  Exchange  at  Mount  Vernon,  NY.  J.S.  Vancourt,  grocer.  25 
cents.  Imprint  of  George  C.  Mann,  141  Fulton  Street,  New  York  City. 

•  Advertising  note  of  D  C.  Gray  8c  Company,  clothing  manufacturers, 
Penn  Yan,  NY.  Overprinted  in  red  on  $3  note  by  Doty  &  McFarlan,  123  Wil¬ 
liam  Street,  New  York  City. 

•  Oshkosh,  WI.  20-cent  and  25-cent  notes  payable  in  bank  bills,  dated  in 
blank  July  186 — ;  imprint  of  Merrit  &•  Brown,  New  York  City. 

•  Frontier  Bank,  Potsdam,  NY,  issued  there  by  the  Potsdam  Book  Store, 
five  cents  in  currency,  1860s,  unsigned.  Imprint  of  Hosford  8c  Ketcham,  57 
8c  59  William  Street,  New  York  City. 

•  Ncw-York  Rice-Mill,  Corner  Jefferson  and  South  Street,  25  cents,  signed 
in  ink,  printed  date  1837.  Hard  Times  scrip;  imprint  of  Robert  Lowe,  146 
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Broadway,  New  York  City.  Vignette  of  child  on  dock  opening  cask. 

•J.  Gunning's  Restaurant,  59  &  61  Beaver  Street,  New  York  City,  five- 
cent,  10-cent,  and  25-cent  notes,  circa  1860s.  Imprint  of  Snyder,  Black  & 
Stern,  92  William  Street,  New  York  City.  The  five-cent  note  is  signed  and 
serially  numbered,  the  others  are  not  filled  in. 

•  James  A.  Bancroft,  Syracuse,  NY,  25  cents. 

•  Washington  House,  195  York  Street,  Brooklyn,  10  cents. 

•  Hyson  Tea,  Brooklyn,  10  cents  and  25  cents. 

•  International  Shades,  Brooklyn,  “on  demand  25  cents  in  refreshments.” 
Imprint  of  F.B.  Smith.  (The  precise  use  of  the  term  “shades”  in  the  Civil  War 
eludes  us,  but  it  had  to  do  with  refreshments,  and  occurs  here  and  there  in 
numismatic-related  items,  including  on  Civil  War  tokens  marked  “Pike  Slip 
Shades”). 

•  National  Shades,  Brooklyn,  25  cents  (proprietor,  J.C.  Force). 

•  Nassau  Hotel,  Brooklyn,  25  cents  and  50  cents. 

•  Pomeroy  Brothers,  bankers,  Troy,  PA.  25  cents. 

•  Uncut  pair  of  five-cent  and  20-cent  notes,  Shirleysburg,  PA,  W.A. 
Fraker,  dealer  in  groceries. 

•  Beekman  &  Brothers,  grocers,  363rd  Avenue,  New  York  City.  Card¬ 
board  chit  for  10  cents,  quite  possiblyjuly  or  August  1862  (our  guess). 

•  A  few  other  pieces.  As  can  be  readily  seen,  a  lot  such  as  this  can  afford 
many  pleasurable  hours  of  study. 

2545  Assortment  of  U.S.  pre-Civil  War  scrip,  mostly  dated  1815 
through  1837.  Average  VG  to  New.  Some  are  remainders,  but, 
even  more  desirable,  most  have  actually  been  used;  one  is 
mounted  on  card.  (Total:  20  pieces) 

Another  fascinating  group.  Glancing  through  the  assort¬ 
ment,  our  eye  falls  upon  the  following,  among  others: 

•  Manhattan  Branch  Bank,  Utica,  NY.  50  cents,  payable  by  the  Oneida 
Glass  Factory,  June  1815,  signed  and  used. 

•  Phenix  Manufacturing  Company,  Philadelphia.  $l.June  14,  1837. 

•  Bank  of  Hamburg,  SC.  6-1/4  cents.  October  1,  1823  (this  denomination 
was  equal  to  a  Spanish  half  real  or  medio). 

•  City  of  New  York.  25  cents.  January  3,  1816. 

•  Village  of  Cooperstown,  NY.  12-1/2  cents,  July  1,  1815. 

•  City  of  New  York.  Suite  of  one,  four,  six,  and  12-1/2  cent  notes,  Decem¬ 
ber  26,  1814. 

•  Princeton,  NY.  “on  the  Great  Western  Turnpike  16  Miles  from  Albany,” 
June  1,  1816,  “payable  75  cents  on  demand  in  current  bank  bills  at  my  tav¬ 
ern  and  store...” 

•  Bank  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  6-1/4  cents,  March  1,  1821. 

•  Manheim,  Salisbury  and  Oppenheim  Association,  Manheim  (presum¬ 
ably  Pennsylvania).  50  cents,  August  25,  1815. 

2546  Uncut  sheet  of  pre-Civil  War  remainder  scrip.  Ohio.  Cincin¬ 
nati.  Banking  house  notes.  December  29,  1818.  The  identity  of 
the  issuer  is  not  printed  on  the  notes.  18  subjects:  6.250  (2), 
12.50  (2),  250  (4),  500  (8),  750  (2).  Net  VF,  with  some  tattering 
at  the  margins.  Imprint  of  Murray,  Draper,  Fairman  &  Co.  (To¬ 
tal:  18  pieces) 

2547  Uncut  sheet  of  pre-Civil  War  remainder  scrip.  Pennsylvania. 
Easton  8c  Wilkesbarre  Turnpike  Company.  March  1,  1816. 
Nine  subjects:  50  (2),  6.250  (2),  100  (2),  12.500  (2),  250  (1). 
New.  Imprint  of  Murray,  Draper  8c  Fairman  Company.  (Total: 
9  pieces) 

Wilkesbarre  is  spelled  as  one  word,  in  contrast  to  today’s  use  of  Wilkes- 
Barre  (the  town  was  actually  named  for  two  different  individuals  with  these 
surnames).  A  highly  important  sheet  for  the  unusual  denominations.  In  this 
era,  turnpike  companies  were  all  the  financial  rage.  Typically,  a  group  of  in¬ 
vestors  acquired  a  right  of  way  linking  one  town  to  another,  and  constructed 
a  dirt  road  with  gatehouses  at  different  entries,  and  sometimes  a  large  four- 
part  turnstile  through  which  entire  teams  could  be  passed.  The  next  finan¬ 
cial  era"  saw  the  rise  of  many  canal  companies,  then,  beginning  in  the  late 
1830s,  railroads. 

2548  Uncut  sheet  of  pre-Civil  War  remainder  scrip.  Virginia. 
Farmers’  Bank  of  Virginia,  Winchester.  November  1,  1839, 
Six  subjects:  6.250,  12.50  (2),  250,  500,  $1.  EF.  Payable  to 
George  F.  Hupp  or  order,  in  notes  of  the  Farmers’  Bank  of 
Virginia.  Imprint  of  “Murphy,  printer,  146  Market  Street,  Bal¬ 
timore.”  Vignettes  are  somewhat  rustically  done  and  include 
two  different  kinds  of  trains  (the  coming  method  of  transpor¬ 
tation  of  the  era),  Spanish  coins,  and  the  reverses  of  the  Lib¬ 


erty  Seated  quarter  dollar  and  half  dollar.  A  highly  interesting 
sheet.  Vignettes  such  as  this,  out  of  the  mainstream  of  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  printers,  tended  to  be  much  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  and  were  used  less  frequently  than  were  those  of 
the  larger  companies.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

Civil  War  Scrip  Bonanza 

2549  A  bonanza  lot  of  Civil  War  scrip  notes  from  the  Northern 
states,  a  group  that  will  afford  days,  weeks,  or  even  months  of 
enjoyment.  Mostly  merchant  and  bank  issues  with  grades  from 
Poor  to  New,  predominantly  VF  or  better.  Includes  some  un¬ 
used  remainders  and  Proof  notes.  (Total:  158  pieces) 

These  notes  were  primarily  issued  after  the  great  coin  shortage  which 
commenced  in  July  1862,  and  are  mostly  dated  1862  and  1863.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  historically  rich  eras  in  American  numismatics,  a  time  in  which 
countless  varieties  of  scrip  notes,  tokens,  and  other  private  issues  took  the 
place  of  federal  coinage.  When  considering  this  lot,  remember  that  these 
notes  have  been  off  the  market  for  decades  and  have  not  been 
numismatically  picked  over.  Thus,  the  researcher  and  historian  will  have  a 
proverbial  “field  day.” 

2550  Uncut  sheet  of  Civil  War  scrip.  Connecticut.  Talcott  8c  Post. 

Payable  by  the  Charter  Oak  Bank.  October  1,  1862.  28  sub¬ 
jects,  all  100.  EF,  with  some  fraying  at  the  margins.  (Total:  28 
pieces) 

The  Charter  Oak  was  and  is,  of  course,  the  foremost  icon  of  Connecticut, 
having  been  reproduced  in  many  forms  (but,  curiously,  no  vignette  appears 
on  any  of  these  notes).  The  tree,  which  is  said  to  have  held  the  Royal  Charter 
for  the  colony,  was  blown  down  in  a  windstorm  in  1856. 

2551  Uncut  sheet  of  Civil  War  scrip.  New  York.  Hungerford’s 
Bank.  November  1,  1862,  not  signed,  not  serially  numbered. 
12  subjects:  500  (4),  250  (4),  100  (4).  Net  Fine,  with  a  piece 
missing  at  the  right  margin.  All  printing  done  in  orange-red. 
Obscure  (and  thus  numismatically  desirable)  imprint  of 
Sackett  &  Cobb,  New  York  City.  (Total:  12  pieces) 


2552  Uncut  sheet  of  Civil  War  scrip.  New  York.  Farmers  8c  Me¬ 
chanics  Bank  of  Rochester.  November  10,  1862.  15  subjects, 
all  100.  EF  or  better.  (Total:  15  pieces) 

This  sheet  is  bound  to  be  a  highlight  for  any  exhibit  of  Civil  War  currency. 
How  often  can  one  find  a  sheet  of  any  notes,  much  less  one  beautifully 
printed  and  in  two  colors?  Overprinted  in  orange.  Imprint  of  Ferd.  Mayor  8c 
Co.,  96  Fulton  Street,  New  York  City. 

2553  Uncut  sheet  of  Civil  War  scrip.  New  York.  Farmers  8c  Me¬ 
chanics  Bank  of  Rochester.  November  10,  1862.  15  subjects, 
all  500.  EF,  with  foxing.  Overprinted  in  green.  Imprint  of 
Ferd.  Mayor  8c  Co.,  96  Fulton  Street,  New  York  City.  A  beauti¬ 
ful  sheet,  a  companion  to  the  10-cent  sheet  previously  offered. 
(Total:  15  pieces) 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


220 


rhe  Boys  Town  and  Mamiye  Collections 


2554  Uncut  sheet  of  Civil  War  scrip.  New  York.  Corporation  of  the 
Village  of  Sandy  Hill.  January  15,  1863.  17  subjects:  5£  (9),  IOC 
(5),  25C  (2),  50C  (1).  EF  or  better.  These  notes  bear  printed  sig¬ 
natures  and  are  dated,  and  each  is  serially  numbered  in  ink.  A 
splendid  sheet.  Imprint  of  Murray  Sc  Company,  Albany.  Issued 
by  the  corporation  of  the  Village  of  Sandy  Hill,  payable  at  the 
Bank  of  Fort  Edward  (the  location  of  Fort  Edward  appears  on 
certain  other  Civil  War  numismatic  issues,  including  tokens, 
and  is  sometimes  abbreviated  as  F.E.).  (Total:  17  pieces) 

2555  19th-century  post  Civil  War  scrip  with  emphasis  on  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Tennessee  issues.  Most  are  New  remainder 
notes.  Several  are  mounted  on  cardboard.  (Total:  15  pieces) 

Such  issues  are  very  lightly  documented  in  numismatic  works  and  thus 
provide  ample  opportunity  for  interesting  research,  not  only  as  to  the  issu¬ 
ers  but  also  the  vignettes  and  printers. 


Remarkable  Group  of  Pennsylvania  Notes 


2556  A  very  interesting  and  rare  group  of  notes  relating  to  iron 
furnaces  in  Pennsylvania,  all  before  the  Civil  War.  The  group 
grades  average  EF  or  better  with  several  New  sheets:  ☆ 
Alleghany  Furnace.  1856.  5C-5C-10C-25C-50C-$5  (3)  ☆  Hanover 
Furnace.  184-.  5C-10C-25C-50C-$l-$3  ☆  Indiana  Iron  Works. 
1856.  50C-25C-10C-5C-5C-$1  (2)  ☆  Indiana  Iron  Works.  1856. 
50C-25C-10C-5C-10C-$5  (2).  (Total:  8  sheets;  48  subjects) 

Vignettes  on  the  Indiana  and  Alleghany  Furnace  notes  both  are  scenic 
and  show  the  works  in  progress,  complete  with  smoke  billowing  from  the 
chimneys.  Even  today,  a  trip  through  the  central  area  of  Pennsylvania  will 
reward  the  historian  with  numerous  sites  of  such  furnaces,  some  of  which 
have  the  ore  reduction  structures  still  intact. 
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2557  Baltimore  municipal  scrip.  May  16,  1837.  Uncut  sheet  of  Bal¬ 
timore  City  Certificate  Proof  notes;  $  1-1-1-2-2-2.  Black  print¬ 
ing  on  ivory  card  stock.  New,  with  minor  foxing  on  verso  and 
some  minor  defects,  but  essentially  quite  choice.  Punch  can¬ 
celed.  (Total:  1  sheet;  6  subjects) 

Imprint  of  Draper,  Toppan,  Longacre  &  Co.,  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 
Vignettes  include  an  early  locomotive  and  the  beautiful  and  famous  Wash¬ 
ington  Monument  (the  one  in  Baltimore  which  still  stands  and  is  well  pre¬ 
served). 


2558  Offering  of  municipal,  county,  merchant  and  railroad  scrip 
dated  prior  to  the  Civil  War.  Grades  range  from  VG  to  New. 
Some  are  remainders  while  others  are  mounted  on  card.  (To¬ 
tal:  7  pieces) 

Our  eye  falls  upon  the  following  items,  among  others: 

'"ayne  County,  PA.  $1  note  with  train  vignette,  ink  dated  January  14, 
18o9  (perhaps  reflective  of  the  Honesdale,  PA.  connection  with  the 
Stourbridge  Lion,  one  of  America’s  earliest  trains). 

•  P.M.  Moriarty,  25  cents,  Saratoga  Springs,  NY.  April  1853  (and  this  was 
in  the  era  before  Sherlock  Holmes). 

•  6-1/4  cents,  Gaysport,  state  not  given,  May  22,  1843,  “bearing  an  inter¬ 
est  rate  of  1%  per  annum,  redeemable  one  year  after  date  in  current  Relief 
notes.” 

2559  A  highly  interesting  group  of  sample  scrip  notes,  Hatch  8c 
Company,  circa  1862-1863.  These  notes  are  identical  and  bear 
denominations  in  the  corner  of  5,  10,  25,  and  50.  They  are 
titled  “Small  Currency,”  and  are  intended  to  illustrate  scrip 
notes  so  prevalent  after  the  great  shortage  of  coins  in  circula¬ 
tion  (which  began  in  the  second  week  of  July  1862).  A  very 
nice  “association”  item-the  genesis  of  this  particular  style  of 
note.  Generally  VG  to  Fine,  some  repairs.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

VIGNETTES  AND  VIGNETTE  SHEETS 

We  emphasize  that  the  items  in  this  section  of  the  catalogue, 
including  those  on  the  pages  to  follow,  have  been  off  the 
market  for  many  years.  Much  such  material  is  terra  incognita 
with  regard  to  listing  in  standard  reference  books.  Thus,  there 
is  ample  opportunity  for  research,  discovery,  enjoyment,  and 
illumination.  In  cataloguing  these  pieces  we  cannot  help  but 
fall  in  love  with  them,  and  without  a  doubt  the  owners  will 
express  an  even  greater  pleasure.  For  certain  vignettes  which 
have  a  large  amounts  of  white  space  or  large  borders,  much  of 
the  border  has  been  eliminated  in  our  illustrations,  so  as  to 
permit  larger  images  of  the  vignettes  themselves. 


Interesting  Group  of 
Progress  Proof  Impressions 

2560  Bank  note  company  printers’  Proofs  of  incomplete  bank 
note  designs.  Mostly  without  bank  names  and  often  without 
printer’s  imprints,  “Progress  Proofs”  showing  elements  of 
notes.  Some  uncut  sheets  and  partial  sheets  are  included.  Av¬ 
erage  EF  or  better.  (Total:  15  pieces;  26  subjects) 

A  highly  interesting  group  including  scarce,  early  vignettes. 
Catching  our  eye  are  the  following,  among  others: 

•  Sheet  of  three  notes,  $1,  $1,  and  $2,  the  latter  denomination  with  an 
early  railroad  vignette,  imprint  of  E.  Morris,  Philadelphia,  probably  circa 
1839-1843.  (How  fortunate  the  purchaser  of  this  lot  will  be-there  are  two 
identical  sheets  as  just  described!). 

•  Proof  of  the  orange-printing  part  of  a  sheet  of  $1.  $1.  $2,  and  $3  issued 
by  the  Merchants  and  Mechanics  Bank,  Troy,  NY.  This  simply  being  the 
overprint-color  part— certainly  a  fantastic  display  item! 

•  Panel,  possibly  a  complete  sheet,  or  possibly  the  top  half  of  a  larger  sheet- 
containing  four  adjacent  notes,  two  of  6-1/ 4  [cents]  and  two  of  12-1/2  [cents] 
denominations,  vignettes  of  goddesses,  no  printer. 

•  $1  note  with  extremely  large  vignette  of  Indian  in  canoe. 

•  Ornate  orange  imprint  $3  vignette,  probably  the  reverse  of  a  note. 

•  Orange  imprint  of  William  Penn  (presumably)  in  oval,  circled  by  vi¬ 
gnettes  representing  the  different  states,  denomination  $5.  Very  ornate  and 
well  done. 

•  Layout  or  Proof  for  a  note  with  four  vignettes,  no  lettering  or  denomi¬ 
nation  central  vignette  being  a  marvelous  engraving  of  a  very  early  locomo¬ 
tive  hauling  a  tender,  open  car  stacked  with  hogsheads,  and  two  cars  of 
happy  passengers— the  entire  being  viewed  by  a  formally  dressed  man  and 
woman  silting  under  a  tree  in  the  foreground. 


oo  1 

<-  1 


iOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Boys  Town  and  Marniye  Collections 


Highly  Important  Vignette  Group 

241  Pieces! 


2561  Large  assortment  of  vignette  cards  with  the  imprint  of  the 
American  Bank  Note  Company.  Undated,  but  most  probably 
circa  the  1860s.  Includes  a  marvelous  array  of  subjects— just 
about  every  topic  imaginable,  including  scenes  from  history 
(first  reading  of  the  “dec  of  independence”),  geography 
(“golden  gate”  with  three-story  stone  fortress  in  the  offing), 
ships,  and  even  two  nubile  mermaids  (“sea  nymphs”).  Many 
are  mounted  on  blue  cards  with  identification  (probably  by 
D.O.  Barrett)  on  the  back.  Condition  varies,  with  the  great 
majority  of  pieces  being  EF  to  New.  A  truly  marvelous  archive, 
one  that  will  be  a  treasure  to  the  next  buyer.  All  eyes  front 
when  this  comes  up  for  sale!  (Total:  241  pieces) 

Archive  of  Bank  Note  Vignettes 

87  Pieces 

Proof  vignette  impres¬ 
sion  measuring  approxi¬ 
mately  5x7  inches, 
signed  at  the  lower  right 
by  Lorenzo  J.  Hatch, 
with  the  notation  that  he 
designed  the  image  and 
engraved  the  plate,  and 
that  the  “ Plate  is  owned 
by  International  Bank 
Note  Co.  ” 


2562  Archive  of  Bank  note  vignettes  and  cards  featuring  the  im¬ 
prints  of  several  different  companies,  including,  importantly, 
some  impressions  that  are  obscure  and/or  seldom  seen.  The 
importance  of  this  treasure  cannot  be  overstated  or  overem¬ 
phasized.  Here,  indeed,  is  a  group  which  is  not  likely  to  ever  be 
duplicated.  Most  grade  EF  to  New:  ☆  Bald  &  Cousland  or 
Baldwin,  Bald  &  Cousland  (3)  ☆  Continental  Bank  Note  Com¬ 
pany  (19)  ☆  Danforth  8c  Bald  or  Danforth  &  Wright  (9)  ☆ 
Draper  &  Toppan  or  Draper  &  Welsh  (3)  ☆  Excelsior  Bank 
Note  Co.  (4)  ☆  Franklin  Bank  Note  Co.  (4)  ☆  Hamilton  Bank 
Note  Co.  (7)  ☆  International  Bank  Note  Co.  (7),  with  five 
autographed  by  the  engraver  Lorenzo  Hatch  (typically  signed 
“FECIT-SC.”— meaning  that  Hatch  both  designed  the  image 
and  cut  the  plate)  and  with  a  separate  notation  in  his  hand, 
“Plate  owned  by  International  Bank  Note  Co.’  ☆  Jocelyn, 
Draper,  Welsh  (5)  ☆  Manhattan  Engraving  Co.  (1)  ☆  Rawdon, 
Wright,  Hatch  8c  Edson  (19)  ☆  Toppan  8c  Carpenter  (6).  (To¬ 
tal:  87  pieces) 


Archive  of  Vignette  Cards 

Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 
110  Pieces 


A  representative  vignette,  “The  Guardian,  ”  depicting  Miss  Liberty  sealed,  with  a 
cannon,  flag  globe,  sheep,  and  other  implements  of  commerce,  patriotism,  war,  and 
domesticity-probably  attributable  to  the  third  quarter  of  the  19th  century. 

2563  Archive  of  vignette  cards  individually  imprinted  by  the  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  and  featuring  a  wide  and  rich 
variety  of  subjects,  mainly  19th  century,  including  portraits 
(some  of  which  were  used  on  federal  currency),  patriotic 
scenes,  and  more.  Many  of  these  images  have  not  been  seen  by 
us  in  vignette  books  and  other  BEP  material  we  have  handled 
over  the  years.  Thus,  many  pieces  are  rare,  and  some  may  be 
exceedingly  so.  Another  marvelous  group  that  will  attract  wide 
attention  when  it  crosses  the  block,  and  deservedly  so.  Aver¬ 
age  EF  to  New.  Several  feature  motifs  that  can  be  found  on 
regular-issue  U.S.  currency  issues.  (Total:  110  pieces) 


Archive  of  National  Bank  Note 
Company  Vignettes 


Two  sample  vignettes,  one  being  “Union,”  featuring  Miss  Liberty  reclining,  her  am 
resting  on  a  shield,  with  a  laurel  wreath  at  the  base.  The  other  is  titled  “Spread  Eagle  ” 
and  features  the  national  bird,  a  vignette  cut  in  the  year  1862  (per  a  microscopic  nota¬ 
tion  at  the  bottom  of  the  vignette). 

2564  Archive  of  vignettes  imprinted  by  the  National  Bank  Note 
Company,  New  York.  A  marvelous  assortment  featuring  patri¬ 
otic  scenes,  individuals,  eagles,  goddesses,  horses,  and  more— a 
treasure  that  we  possibly  should  have  broken  up  and  offered 
individually  (the  same  could  be  said  for  the  other  archival  lots 
in  this  sale),  but  which,  offered  intact,  presents  a  research  tile 
of  incomparable  importance.  Grades  average  lrom  FF  to  New 
(Total:  42  pieces) 
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A  few  representative  vignettes  from  Lot  2565 


2565  Large  group  of  bank  note  and  related  vignette  cards  and  en¬ 
gravings  from  various  sources,  not  having  the  specific  imprint 
of  any  printer.  Average  VF  to  New,  some  with  light  foxing.  A 
montage  of  vignettes  appears  above.  Some  of  the  designs  in 
the  group  have  been  employed  to  produce  U.S.  federal  cur¬ 
rency.  (Total:  484  pieces) 

Reviewing  the  vignettes  we  note  that  some  were  used  to  produce  federal 
currency  and  no  doubt  are  from  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  or 
one  of  its  contractors  (such  as  the  American  Bank  Note  Company,  the 


Columbian  Bank  Note  Company,  or  the  National  Bank  Note  Company),  but 
most  seem  to  be  from  other  sources  such  as  private  firms  of  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  and  other  cities.  The  vast  majority  are  from  the  19th  century, 
most  probably  dating  from  the  era  in  which  the  trade  flourished  to  its  high¬ 
est  level,  the  third  quarter. 

With  one  successful  bid  the  purchaser  of  this  archive  will  have  enough  mate¬ 
rial  to  mount  a  museum  exhibit  either  on  a  stand-alone  basis,  or  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  an  advanced  collection  of  federal  and  obsolete  currency.  This  group 
took  many  years  to  assemble  and  could  not  be  duplicated  for  any  price. 

Another  exceedingly  important,  indeed  marvelous  opportunity. 


Museum-Quality  Vignette  Archive 

484  Pieces! 


2567  Vignette  sheet  issued  by  Balch,  Stiles,  Wright  8c  Co.,  New 

York,  1831.  The  firm  was  located  at  34  Merchants  Exchange. 
Various  allegorical  scenes,  mainly  goddesses,  some  nautical, 
one  of  a  standing  Indian,  another  of  Washington,  etc.  Sample 
numbers  and  rouletted  vignettes  are  also  shown.  EF  or  better, 
small  mended  tear.  6  x  9-1/2  inches. 

Relatively  little  is  known  about  the  short-lived  partnership  of  Balch,  Stiles, 
Wright  &  Co.  Thus,  the  present  vignette  sheet  is  of  special  importance. 

On  our  “list  of  things  to  do”  is  a  numismatic  discussion  of  the  great  fire 
that  took  place  in  New  York  City  in  1835  and  demolished  the  Merchants 
Exchange  and  many  other  buildings  in  lower  Manhattan.  A  fair  amount  of 
source  material  is  on  hand,  and  it  would  be  interesting,  as  time  permits,  to 
see  what  bank  note  engraving  companies  suffered  losses  in  the  conflagra¬ 
tion. 


2566  American  Bank  Note  Company  vignette  sheet.  Illustrates 

several  topics  including  slaves  picking  cotton,  dog  guarding 
safe,  agricultural  motifs,  etc.,  plus  sample  imprint,  “THE 
BANK  OF  NEWBERRY,”  etc.  EF  or  better.  8  x  12-1/2 
inches. 
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2568  Vignette  sheet  issued  by  Draper,  Underwood,  Ball  8c  Spen¬ 
cer,  mid  19th  century.  Twenty-two  different  vignettes  were 
locked  into  a  form  on  a  press,  and  the  present  impression  was 
made— with  no  heading  or  other  inscription,  save  for  double 
signatures  of  the  engraver  at  the  bottom.  Quite  possibly  a  test 
sheet  made  for  internal  purposes,  or  for  submission  to  a  bank 
seeking  some  vignette  suggestions.  EF,  some  old  folds.  7-1/2  x 
12-1/2  inches. 


”1 


2569  Vignette  sheet  issued  by  C.  Toppan  8c  Co.,  Philadelphia,  sec¬ 
ond  quarter  of  the  19th  century.  Includes  various  examples  of 
rouletting,  number  engraving,  portraits,  goddesses,  etc.,  the 
top  central  one  of  which  is  signed  by  P.  Mavrick  (in  letters  that 
approach  microscopic  size).  EF  or  finer. 

The  vignettes  are  accompanied  by  tiny  numbers  to  facilitate  ordering. 
Thus,  a  hank  could  say,  for  example,  “for  the  $20  note  we  would  like  engrav¬ 
ing  75  to  show  the  denomination,  number  6  as  the  central  illustration.  No. 
70  is  the  portrait  on  the  left,  No.  71  is  the  portrait  on  the  right,  No.  47 
(spread  eagle)  at  the  bottom  center,  and,  to  be  used  all  by  itself  on  the  back 
of  the  note,  No.  35." 


2570  Vignette  sheet  issued  by  Underwood,  Bald,  Spencer  8c  Hufty, 

in  partnership  with  Danforth,  Underwood  8c  Co.,  New  York. 
Imprinted  No.  7,  1841.  An  exceedingly  important  display 


sheet  exhibiting  a  variety  of  appealing  motifs  by  the  highly  ac¬ 
complished  engravers  of  this  firm.  Motifs  are  a  virtual  study  in 
Americana,  and  include  early  trains,  steam  and  sailing  ships,  a 
canal  boat,  agriculture,  architecture,  a  retinue  of  goddesses, 
and  the  obligatory  patriotic  eagle.  Printed  on  India  paper, 
mounted  on  plain  paper,  the  India  paper  being  EF  or  better, 
the  plain  paper  (which  is  unimportant)  having  some  tears. 
Crisp  and  bright,  beautiful.  12x15  inches. 


2571  Vignette  sheet  issued  by  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  8c  Company 

consisting  primarily  of  numbers  in  numerical  form  and  also 
spelled  out,  these  intended  to  accompany  the  scenic  engrav¬ 
ings  offered  elsewhere  by  the  firm.  Generally  EF,  some  tears 
at  fold,  but  all  imprint  intact-perhaps  suitable  for  appropriate 
backing.  A  beautiful  sheet  overall.  14-3/4  x  12-1/ 4  inches. 

Such  a  sheet  was  used  as  a  basis  of  selection  by  a  bank  desiring  to  order 
notes.  Among  the  imprint  is  one  reading  “Dix,”  meaning  “Ten”  in  French- 
which,  imprinted  on  the  reverse  of  New  Orleans  notes,  gave  rise  to  the  term 
Dixie  for  the  South.  The  numeral  four  is  reflective  of  unusual  denominauons 
used  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  &  Company 
was  one  of  the  best-known  engraving  firms  and  became  a  vital  part  of  the 
American  Bank  Note  Company  when  that  consordum  was  formed  in  1858. 


2572  Vignette  or  specimen  sheet  issued  by  Fairman,  Draper, 
Underwood  8c  Company,  Philadelphia,  dated  1824,  with  the 
engraved  inscription,  “This  specimen  of  Work  to  prevent 
FORGERIES  is  respectfully  submitted  to  Banking  Institutions 
of  the  United  States."  One  can  envision  that  this  sheet,  it 
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posted  on  a  bank  wall,  would  assist  in  training  cashiers,  tellers, 
and  others  as  to  the  quality  of  engraving  found  on  original 
notes.  More  practically,  such  sheets  were  distributed  to  private 
banks  desiring  to  issue  notes,  with  the  stated  advantage  that 
engravings  by  this  particular  firm  were  a  strong  deterrent  to 
forgery.  Generally  EF  or  better,  bright  and  crisp.  16-1/4  x  13- 
1/4  inches. 

The  borders  are  of  roulette  work  while  the  interior  vignettes  depict  god¬ 
desses,  Washington,  Franklin,  beehives,  and  suggestions  for  denominations. 

2573  Duplicate  Fairman,  Draper,  Underwood  &  Company  speci¬ 
men  or  vignette  sheet.  As  preceding,  but  in  general  condition 
of  Fine  or  so,  old  mended  tears,  but  with  impressions  intact. 
Duplicates  are  something  one  normally  doesn’t  see  when  vi¬ 
gnette  sheets  are  offered. 

2574  Vignette  sheet  issued  by  Fairman,  Draper,  Underwood  8c 
Company,  circa  second  quarter  of  the  19th  century.  A  special¬ 
ized  sheet  showing  inscriptions  generally  intended  for  the  left 
or  right  margins  of  notes,  plus  some  denomination  vignettes 
in  ellipses.  A  nice  “shopping  list”  of  patriotic  figures  (mainly) 
for  a  firm  designing  its  currency.  Generally  VF,  some  rough¬ 
ness  at  margins  does  not  effect  designs.  12  x  14  inches. 


2578  Hatch  8c  Company,  29  William  Street,  New  York,  circa  1862- 
1863,  with  denominations  50  and  25,  representing  cents,  not 
dollars.  The  firm  stated  its  specialty  as  “Notes  of  small  denomi¬ 
nations.”  Titled  “Bank  of  Small  Currency.”  A  highly  important 
item  for  the  scrip  collector.  EF. 

While  scrip  notes  issued  during  the  Civil  War  are  diverse  and  in  many  in¬ 
stances  rare,  a  item  such  as  this  is  rarer  yet— and  certainly  would  form  the 
centerpiece  of  any  display. 

2579  Pair  of  American  Bank  Note  Company  advertisements  for 

Bank  Note  Paper  made  by  M.  Hudson  and  for  sale  by  the 
American  Bank  Note  Company  ☆  Green  overprint.  Circa  late 
1850s.  VF.  ☆  Orange  overprint.  VF.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


2575  Vignette  sheet  issued  by  Burton  8c  Gurley,  New  York  bank 
note  engravers.  The  specialist  will  appreciate  that  the  imprint 
of  this  obscure  firm  represents  a  truly  remarkable  opportu¬ 
nity,  as  probably  very  few  were  ever  distributed,  and  fewer  still 
remain  today.  Generally  VF.  11x14  inches. 

The  sheet  depicts  an  assortment  of  vignettes  of  goddesses,  Washington, 
two  ladies  (who  do  not  appear  to  be  goddesses),  Lafayette  (at  the  lower 
right),  fancy  engine-turning  and  engraving  work,  ships,  a  horse’s  head,  and 
even  a  bear.  Quite  likely,  whether  a  reader  of  this  catalogue  ever  owns  an 
example  of  this  sheet  in  his  or  her  lifetime  will  be  dependent  upon  the  suc¬ 
cess  in  our  sale.  We  have  never  seen  another. 

Specimen  bank  note  vignette 

NOTES  AND  SHEETS _ 

The  following  pieces,  offered  individually,  are  generally  the 
size  of  a  broken  bank  note,  or  sometimes  larger,  with  different 
vignettes  and  denominations,  often  printed  in  two  colors, 
illustrating  techniques  of  the  firms  in  question.  This  class  of 
note  is  scarce,  with  some  being  rare,  and  no  doubt  others  being 
exceedingly  rare. 

2576  American  Bank  Note  Company,  New  York.  Circa  1858.  Over¬ 
printed  in  green.  Vignettes  of  Washington  and  Jefferson,  god¬ 
dess,  denominations  5  and  10,  etc.  “Patent  green  tint  and 
black  carbon  ink,”  were  used  to  create  what  is  titled  "anti-pho¬ 
tographic  and  unalterable  bank  notes  printed  in  two  perma¬ 
nent  inks.”  EF. 


2577  Specimen  $50  note  of  the  Graphic  Company,  Hartford,  Con¬ 
necticut,  May  1821.  EF. 

The  Graphic  Company  was  a  prominent  printer  of  bank  notes  and  fiscal 
paper  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  18th  century.  No  doubt  its  business  was 
primarily  in  the  New  England  and  New  York  area. 


2580  “Shinplaster  Bank”  advertising  note,  circa  1860s,  issued  by 
Ferd.  Mayer  8c  Company,  96  Fulton  Street.  “The  subscriber  s 
promise  to  furnish  on  demand  from  ten  to  a  THOUSAND 
DOLLARS  worth  of  shinplasters  executed  in  the  best  style  and 
at  the  lowest  rate.”  At  the  time  such  notes  proliferated,  they 
bore  political  slogans,  the  names  of  advertisers,  etc.,  and  were 
often  issued  in  protest  to  the  devalued  federal  "greenback 
notes.  Not  necessarily  valuable,  but  certainly  interesting  his¬ 
torically.  Fine. 

The  term  shinplaster  was  used  during  the  late  19th  century  to  refer  to 
notes  that  had  no  worth— first  the  Continental  Currency  paper  money  left 
over  from  the  Revolutionary  War,  then  the  obsolete  currency  and  other 
“wildcat"  notes  of  the  1830s  and  the  surrounding  eras,  and  then  the  federal 
currency  beginning  in  186T1862.  Whether  anyone  took  a  wad  of  such  cut- 
rency,  dampened  it,  and  used  it  as  a  plaster  or  bandage  for  a  sore  shin  is  a 
matter  of  conjecture,  but  the  name  lasted  for  a  long  time. 


2581  Toppan,  Carpenter  8c  Company,  Philadelphia,  circa  1850s. 
“Specimen  of  anti-photographic  printing.”  Fine  engraving 
and  rouletting  printed  in  orange  over  black  background.  A 
note  intended  to  fight  the  perceived  threat  of  photographic 
bank  note  copying  (which  never  came  to  pass  in  a  large  way 
until  the  1980s  when  color  copying  became  popular).  EF. 
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2582  Bank  note  specimen  issued  by  Reed,  Stiles  8c  Company,  Con¬ 
necticut.  Early,  probably  circa  1820s. 


2583  Reed,  Stiles,  Pelton  8c  Company,  Hartford,  February  1,  1824, 
specimen  note.  EF.  Any  specimen  note  of  this  firm  must  be 
deemed  as  rare. 


2584  James  M.  Willcox  specimen  note  illustrating  the  paper  made 
at  the  Ivy  Mills,  Delaware  County,  PA,  and  bearing  the  imprint 
of  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  8c  Edson,  New  York— which  used 
the  paper  in  question.  Circa  1850s.  EF. 

2585  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  &  Edson,  New  York.  “Patent  green 
tint  anti-photographic  bank  notes.”  Circa  1857  or  very  early 
1858. 


2586  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  8c  Edson  “patent  green  tint”  sample 
sheet  on  very  thin  paper.  The  overprint  is  so  distracting  that 
the  note  can  hardly  be  read— no  doubt  accounting  for  the 
quick  demise  of  this  process.  Dated  1851.  As  New. 

2587  Homer  Lee  Bank  Note  Company,  New'  York,  probably  circa 
1880-1890,  but  not  dated.  Very  colorful  sample  vignette  note. 

2588  American  Bank  Note  Company  specimen  20  note.  Multiple 
colors  on  India  paper  with  security  inclusions  in  the  paper.  A 
vignette  of  George  Washington  at  the  center.  The  reverse 
shows  a  miniature  stock  certificate. 


2589  Large  assortment  of  miscellaneous  ephemera  relating  to 
bank  notes,  stock  certificates,  etc.,  plus  some  other  “stuff’  as 
well,  mostly  from  the  second  half  of  the  19th  century,  but 
some  earlier  and  later.  Included  are  unattributed  vignette 
sheets;  pages  from  counterfeit  detectors;  scrip;  odds  and  ends 
of  vignettes;  cutting;  business  cards;  sheets  of  checks;  sheet  of 
Confederate  $20  notes  dated  September  2,  1861,  numbered 
and  signed;  sketch  for  U.S.  Treasury  $5  note  attributed  to  A. 
Helm  (whether  official  or  unofficial,  we  do  not  know);  silk  del¬ 
egate  badges  to  the  Baltimore  Convention,  1844— with  inter¬ 
esting  vignettes;  Graphic  Company  (Hartford)  specimen  note; 
fractional  notes;  some  modern  envelopes;  Proof  impressions 
of  bank  note  checks;  and  a  few  modern  items  associated  with 
the  Boys  Town  display.  In-person  examination  is  recom¬ 
mended.  Not  exactly  a  treasure  trove,  but  certainly  full  of  lots 
of  interesting  “goodies.”  (Total:  about  150  pieces) 

2590  “Specimen  of  lithographic  penwork  for  bank  notes”  by  David 
Henderson,  New  Jersey,  1824.  Printed  in  two  colors  plus  black 
on  silk— a  highly  important  and  quite  rare  (we  do  not  recall 
ever  having  seen  another)  example  of  an  obscure  engraver. 

San  Francisco  Specimen  Sheet 


2591  Early  San  Francisco  imprint  specimen  sheet  probably 
printed  in  Philadelphia  or  New  York,  circa  1849.  Denomina¬ 
tions  $10,  $20,  $50— consonant  with  the  gold  denominations 
used  in  commerce  at  the  time.  Bearer  notes  intended  for  circu¬ 
lation,  lacking  the  imprint  of  the  issuer  (presumably  the  name 
of  a  banker,  assayer,  or  merchant  was  to  be  added).  VF. 

A  highly  interesting  sheet,  inasmuch  as  paper  money  did  not  circulate  in 
San  Francisco  from  the  1850s  through  the  1870s,  and  what  few  notes  that 
did  circulate  earlier  (such  as  those  issued  by  the  Miners  Bank)  are  of  early 
date,  circa  1849-1850. 

2592  Unattributed  sample  sheet  of  six  notes,  various  engravings 
and  denominations.  One  sample  imprint  reads  “The  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  London."  Probably  issued  at  New  York  or  Philadelphia 
circa  the  1830s.  Vignettes  include  a  covered  wagon,  early 
steam  train,  Hope  and  anchor,  Washington,  etc. 

2593  Sheet  of  25-cent,  50-cent,  and  $1  notes,  early  19th  century, 
bearing  the  imprint  of  Edward  P.  Whaites,  No.  2-1/2 
Courtland  Street,  New  York.  Unissued.  Interesting  vignettes 
and  no  doubt  rare.  VG  to  Fine. 
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FINANCIAL  AND  FISCAL  MISCELLANY 


U.S.  Government  Bounty  Bond 


2594  U.S.  Government  Bounty  Bond.  Bounty  land  scrip.  40  acres. 
Hessler-X118.  Act  of  September  28,  1850.  Black  printing  on 
white  paper.  Blue  tint.  Assigned  on  October  16,  1852  to  William 
De  Vaughan  for  service  during  the  War  of  1812.  De  Vaughan 
was  a  private  in  Captain  Keys  Company  of  the  South  Carolina 
militia.  VF  or;  better  with  pinholes  at  the  upper  corners.  Listed 
as  Rarity-8  by  Hessler  in  his  Illustrated  History  of  U.S.  Loans,  indi¬ 
cating  a  surviving  population  of  just  two  or  three  examples. 


Rare  80  Acre  Bounty  Land  Scrip 

Unlisted  by  Hessler 


2595  U.S.  Government  Bounty  Bond.  Bounty  land  scrip.  80  acres. 
Act  of  March  3,  1855.  Black  printing  on  white  paper.  Pink  tint. 
Assigned  on  October  23,  1856  to  John  Cunningham  for  ser¬ 
vice  during  the  War  of  1812.  Cunningham  was  a  captain  in  the 
Georgia  militia.  VF  or  better  with  minor  foxing  noted.  Not 
listed  by  Hessler. 

Document  engraved  and  printed  by  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  &  Edson, 
New  York.  Among  the  multiple  vignettes  on  this  note  is  one  at  the  lower  left 
showing  a  white  man,  dagger  in  right  hand,  grabbing  the  right  hand  of  a 
tomahawk-wielding  Native  American,  who  is  about  to  kill  a  helpless  mother 
and  young  child.  To  the  right  is  a  more  bucolic  scene  of  a  farmer  holding  a 
scythe,  with  a  haywagon  and  buildings  in  the  hackground-an  allegorical 
representation  of  the  conversion  of  the  80  acres  in  question  from  wild  terri¬ 
tory  to  farmland. 


2596  Selection  of  mostly  19th-century  checks,  drafts,  and  deposit 
receipts,  various  locations  from  California  to  New  England,  as 
described  below.  Average  EF  to  New,  all  actually  used.  Many 


interesting  vignettes  are  represented.  Most  have  Internal  Rev¬ 
enue  stamps  affixed.  A  great  lot  for  study,  research,  anti  enjoy¬ 
ment!  (Total:  24  pieces) 

Contents  include  the  following: 

•  P.A.  Lamping  &  Co.  Bankers.  Downieville,  CA,  November  18,  1864  (im¬ 
portant  Civil  War  item  from  obscure  banking  firm  in  the  high  Sierras  in 
Gold  Rush  country  in  California;  imprint  of  Agnew  &  Deffebach,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco). 

•  Bank  of  California,  San  Francisco,  1873. 

•  Smith,  Newman  &  Company,  New  Orleans,  1867  (vignette  of  pelican  in 
nest  feeding  her  young,  imprint  of  Bloomfield  &  Steel,  New  Orleans). 

•  Hagerstown  Bank,  Maryland,  1867. 

•  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Boston,  1865. 

•  Hagerstown  Bank,  Maryland,  1876  (2). 

•  Hagerstown  Bank,  Maryland,  1901. 

•  Third  National  Bank,  Boston,  1899. 

•  Unimprinted  draft,  Boston,  September  30,  1870,  for  $500,  “in  payment 
of  subscription  to  purchase  Cate’s  Horseshoe  Patent”  (a  wonderful  item  for 
research;  the  patent  office  would  no  doubt  have  information  on  the  patent 
in  question). 

•  Central  Mining  Company,  Sherman,  Mich.,  1870. 

•  Plant’s  Seed  Store,  St.  Louis,  MO,  1873. 

•  First  National  Bank,  Manchester,  NH,  1890. 

•  Merchants  National  Bank,  Albany,  New  York,  1866  (deposit  receipt  for 
$50,000— an  incredibly  impressive  sum  for  the  era). 

•  Unimprinted  draft,  dated  Granville  (NY),  1864,  payable  at  Albany. 

•  Olster  County  Bank,  Kingston,  NY,  1863. 

•  Grocers’  Bank,  New  York  City,  1872. 

•  New  York  State  Bank,  overprinted  “National,”  dated  March  2,  1868;  re¬ 
flecting  the  change  in  bank  status— and  highly  interesting  as  such. 

•  Unimprinted  draft,  Poughkeepsie,  NY,  1918.  Farmers  Sc  Mechanics 
Bank,  Philadelphia,  1862. 

•  National  Bank  of  Roundout,  New  York,  1870. 

•  Bank  of  Marietta,  Ohio,  1847  (with  signed  vignette  by  Smillie  showing 
two  oxen  drawing  wagon  loaded  high  with  hay). 

•  Unimprinted  draft,  payable  at  site,  Poultney,  Vermont,  also  Albany, 
New  York  (not  too  far  distant  from  Poultney),  1864,  with  vignette  of  Freedom 
statue  (which  is  on  top  of  the  Capitol  in  Washington)  (2). 

2597  (1852-1869)  20  fine  engravings  being  plates  removed  from 
Waterman  Lily  Ormsby’s:  A  Description  of  the  Present  System  of 
Engraving,  Showing  its  Tendency  to  Facilitate  Counterfeiting,  [and] 
[LABAN  HEATH’S];  The  American  Bond  Detector  and  Complete 
History  of  the  United  States  Government  Securities,  plates  for  the 
first  title  include  12  of  the  13  published  lacking  only  No.  2  for 
completeness,  those  for  the  second  comprise  Nos.  2,  7,  9,  10, 
13,  16,  18,  22,  and  some  slightly  trimmed  or  cropped,  but  all 
generally  clean  without  discoloration  or  foxing.  Cut  pages  91- 
102  “Description  of  the  Plates,  (Ormsby)  also  included. 

A  selection  of  plates  from  two  of  the  19th  century  s  most  extravagantly 
produced  works  on  an  American  numismatic  subject,  those  from  the 
Ormsby  title  depict  a  wide  array  of  vignettes,  elements,  medallions,  and  par¬ 
tially  completed  bank  notes  and  were  designed  with  the  intent  of  gaining  a 
government  contract  for  the  New  York  Bank  Note  Company.  The  Heath 
plates  depict  either  the  full  face  or  sections  of  bonds,  and  were  officially 
sanctioned  by  the  Treasury  Department.  Due  to  sabotage  at  the  Treasury 
Department,  only  a  fraction  of  the  edition  intended  actually  was  published. 

2598  Offering  of  mostly  19th-century  stock  ceitificates,  some  with 
small  tears  and  other  minor  imperfections: 

•  Issued  at  Douglass.  Butler  County,  Kansas,  but  bearing  gold  seal  imprint 
stating  incorporation  in  Colorado.  Walnut  Valley  Gold  Mining  and  Milling 
Co.  1897.  501,000  shares.  VF,  “plastered”  with  Internal  Revenue  stamps 
around  the  border  and  on  much  of  the  inlenor. 

•  Kansas-Colorado.  1897.  44.255  shares.  VF,  likewise  with  many  docu¬ 
mentary  stamps. 

•  Georgia.  Etawah  Gold  Mining  Co.  Unissued  remainder.  New. 

•  New  York.  Hollister  Bank  of  Buffalo.  Unissued  remainder.  New. 

Mounted  on  card. 

.  North  Carolina.  Bank  of  Wilmington.  1862.  One  share.  Fine. 

•  Ohio.  Cincinnati  Western  Rail  Road  Co.  1854.  Two  shares.  EF. 

.  Pennsylvania.  Bubbling  Spring  Oil  Company.  1865.  189  shares.  FF. 

•  Pennsylvania.  Merchants  Sc  Mechanics  Insurance  Co.  1856.  Five  shares. 

EF 

.  Virginia.  Buckingham  Slate  Company.  1868.  37  shares.  Net  Fine-  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Buckingham  Slate  Company.  1868,  31  shares.  Net  Fine. 

•  Virginia.  Buckingham  Slate  Company.  1867.  10  shares.  Net  Fine. 
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•  \  irginia.  Buckingham  Slate  Company.  1867.  10  shares.  Net  Fine. 

•  Virginia.  Buckingham  Slate  Company.  1867.  Eight  shares.  Net  Fine. 

•  Virginia.  Buckingham  Slate  Company.  1868.  Six  shares.  Fine. 

•  Virginia.  Buckingham  Slate  Company.  1867.  Five  shares.  Net  Fine. 

•  Virginia.  Buckingham  Slate  Company.  1869.  Four  shares.  Net  Fine. 

•  V  irginia.  Tobacco  Products  Corporation.  1914.  50  shares.  EF.  Punch 
canceled. 

•  V  irginia.  Traders  Bank  (Richmond;  imprint  of  Hoyer  &  Ludwig  in  the 
same  city).  Remainder.  EF. 

•  Sullivan  Rail  Road  Company.  1848.  Five  shares.  EF.  (Total:  19  pieces) 

The  Bubbling  Spring  Oil  Company  operated  in  Venango  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  was  incorporated  in  1834;  the  outfit  must  have  been  contempo- 
rarv  with  certain  of  the  activities  of  John  \1.  Clapp,  who  was  later  to  make  his 
mark  in  numismatics;  the  certificate  shows  an  oil  derrick  and  storage  tanks. 

2599  Studio  or  cabinet  engravings  (not  for  use  on  bank  notes)  pub¬ 
lished  by  H.B.  Hall,  Jr.  or  H.B.  Hall  and  Sons.  All  but  two  are 
portraits  of  18th-  and  19th-century  U.S.  presidents,  the  odd 
pair  showing  the  likenesses  of  Hyrum  Smith  and  Joseph  Smith. 
Most  of  the  engravings  are  approximately  11x14  centimeters. 
(Total:  15  pieces) 


Archive  of  Bank  Note  Company 
Memorabilia 

2600  Bank  note  company  ephemera,  specimen  samples,  business 
cards,  etc.  Most  are  from  the  last  half  of  the  19th  century. 
Sizes  ranged  from  business  card  format  to  letter  or  stock  cer¬ 
tificate  size.  Included  are  the  following: 

•  American  Bank  Note  Company,  1896.  Large  illustrated  vignette,  plus 
three  smaller  vignettes. 

•  American  Bank  Note  Company  advertisement  soliciting  work  for  bank 
notes,  bonds,  postage  stamps,  etc.,  with  vignette  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty 
(and  thus  issued  1886  or  later). 

•  British  .American  Bank  Note  Company— large  imprint  in  orange  ink— a 
sample  of  engraving. 

•  Franklin-Orr  Bank  Note  Company,  New  York— ornate  sample  impres¬ 
sion. 

•  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  &  Edson  small  vignette  sheet  “engraved  for  part 
of  the  Patent  Office  Report  of  1850.”  U.S.  capitol  at  the  center,  vignettes  of 
Franklin,  Washington,  eagle,  and  goddess. 

•  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  &  Edson  advertisement  on  onionskin  paper, 
ribbon  border,  no  vignettes,  also  mentions  the  New  England  Bank  Note 
Company,  circa  1850s. 

•  Charles  Toppan  &  Co.  Title  page  for  specimen  folio  of  bank  note  en¬ 
gravings,  illustrated  with  seated  goddess  and  shield.  Philadelphia,  circa 
1850s.  Letter  size.  'Western  Bank  Note  &  Engraving  Company,  circa  1907. 
Large  advertising  card.  Two  examples,  each  different. 

•  Waterlow  &  Sons  Limited  (a  London  firm),  prospectus. 

•  Another  Waterlow  item,  a  multi-colored  vignette  sample. 

•  Technigravure  Company,  150  Nassau  Street— group  of  four  cards,  prob¬ 
ably  early  20th  century.  Extremely  ornately  engraved  large  business  card  of 
Duncan  Muir,  engraver. 

(Total:  19  pieces) 


2601  Underwood,  Bald,  Spencer  &  Hufty,  Philadelphia,  in  associa¬ 
tion  with  Danforth,  Underwood,  8c  Co.,  New  York.  Specimen 
vignette  sheet.  Similar  to  preceding,  but  slightly  different  sub¬ 
jects,  including:  eagle  perched  on  shield,  two  goddesses  con¬ 
templating  beehive,  rampant  horses  supporting  a  shield,  cher¬ 
ubs  at  play  in  a  sailboat,  agricultural  motifs,  George  Washing¬ 
ton,  Rubenesque  cherubs,  classical  cameo  heads,  etc.  Mostly 
Fine,  but  with  upper  right  corner  missing  and  some  tears.  An¬ 
other  “find”  for  the  specialist,  never  mind  the  condition.  12  x 
15  inches. 


2602  Bald,  Cousland  &  Company  vignette  sheet  in  the  style  of  a 
printed  display  certificate.  Ornate  titling  and  text  (relating  to 
the  quality  of  the  firm’s  product)  are  surrounded  by  12  vi¬ 
gnettes  primarily  dealing  with  animal  husbandry  and  agricul¬ 
ture,  while  at  the  center  two  women  represent  American  in¬ 
dustry  and  activities  with  such  motifs  as  cattle,  ship,  spinning 
wheel,  and  a  distant  factory.  Microscopic  lettering  (always  en¬ 
joyable  to  study  on  such  vignettes)  identifies  the  title  as  “The 
Twins.”  From  the  mid  1850s.  A  marvelous  piece  that  at  once  is 
important  numismatically  and  has  the  potential  for  framing 
and  display.  16x11  inches.  EF  or  better. 


2603  Sarony,  Major  &  Knapp,  New  York,  vignette  sheet,  1863.  Or¬ 
nate  engraving  at  the  center  notes  that  the  firm  is  proficient  in 
the  creation  of  music  titles,  maps,  plans,  bookplates,  bonds, 
notes,  certificates  of  deposit,  and  note  and  letterheads.  Sur¬ 
rounding  are  vignettes  of  varied  motifs,  including  a  passenger 
train,  a  young  girl  at  a  table,  a  clipper  ship  and  nearby  steam¬ 
boat,  goddess  (probably  Hope)  and  anchor,  a  Lucullan  with  a 
participant  hoisting  a  glass,  child  on  horseback  with  dog 
nearby,  flautist,  etc.  Generally  VF  condition,  some  light  fox¬ 
ing.  Printed  in  violet-brown  ink.  9-1/4  x  1 1-3/4  inches. 

This  firm,  while  too  late  to  become  a  significant  factor  in  the  field  of  bank 
notes,  stood  proud  as  one  of  New  York  City’s  most  important  lithographers 
during  the  Civil  War  era,  a  firm  which  is  well  known  today  to  collectors  of 
prints. 
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2604  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  8c  Edson  vignette  sheet,  taking  the 
form  of  a  stock  certificate,  but  embodying  various  elements  of 
bank  notes  including  numerals,  a  trio  of  goddesses,  a  train, 
and  a  sidewheel  steamer  in  heavy  seas.  Dated  New  York,  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1856,  with  ornate  text  at  the  center  beginning:  “We  beg 
to  inform  you  that  having  just  completed  extensive  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  various  departments  of  our  Establishment,  we  are 
prepared  to  execute  all  orders  for  Bank  Note  Engraving...”  EF. 
Bright  colors,  with  orange  overprints  at  center.  A  great  “show” 
item  for  the  collector  of  broken  bank  notes.  8-1/8  x  10-1/4 
inches. 


2605  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  8c  Edson,  vignette  sheet  and  price 
schedule,  January  1854.  Illustrated  with  several  vignettes, 
flourishes,  and  other  appealing  elements  of  engraving,  this 
gives  a  schedule  of  rates  charged  by  this  famous  firm,  begin¬ 
ning  with  “For  engraving  4  bank  notes  on  steel,  $500.00.”  A 
great  “go-with"  item  for  any  bank  note  collector— another 
showpiece.  VF.  7-1/2  x  9-3/4"  inches. 


2606  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  8c  Edson  and  New  England  Bank 
Note  Company  vignette  sheet  and  advertisement,  circa  early 
1850s.  Bank  note  elements  are  featured,  including  denomina¬ 
tions,  George  Washington,  a  particularly  interesting  view  of 
the  U.S.  Capitol,  an  Indian  chief  and,  separately,  goddess, 
George  Washington,  etc.  EF.  7-1/2  x  9-3/4  inches. 

The  New  England  Bank  Note  Company,  Boston,  had  been  a  part  of  the 
Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  &  Edson  firm  since  May  1,  1848,  and  issued  many 
notes  under  their  own  imprint  in  that  section  of  the  country. 

2607  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  8c  Edson,  vignette  sheet  and  price 
list,  circa  1850s.  Duplicate  of  preceding.  EF.  7-1/2  x  10  inches. 


2608  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  8c  Edson  vignette  sheet,  relatively 
small  (8-1/8  x  10-1/4  inches)  but  oh,  so  ornate!  Issued  circa 
the  1850s,  this  noted  that  the  firm  was  located  at  the  Mer¬ 
chants  Exchange  in  New  York  City,  but  had  offices  in  Cincin¬ 
nati  and  New  Orleans,  also  in  Boston,  the  latter  trading  as  the 
New  England  Bank  Note  Company.  Vignettes  include  indi¬ 
viduals,  goddesses,  denominations,  and  a  particularly  impres¬ 
sive  spread-winged  eagle.  Near  Mint. 
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2609  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  &  Edson,  Cincinnati  office,  1851, 
vignette  card  and  advertisement.  Card  stock.  Near  Mint.  Ad¬ 
vertised  as  the  firm’s  branch  at  the  south  corner  of  Fourth  and 
Main  streets,  Cincinnati.  Illustrated  with  vignettes  including  a 
goddess  and  an  eagle  (with  George  Washington  in  the  back¬ 
ground  keeping  an  eye  on  things)  and  two  Indians. 
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Meer’s  Patent  Bank  Note  Plate  Broadside 
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2610  Meer’s  Patent  Bank  Note  Plate  Broadside.  Printed  broadside 
with  applied  specimen  of  note  at  top,  issued  by  John  Meer, 
Philadelphia,  March  10,  1817,  describing  his  “new  method  of 
preparing  patent  bank  notes  from  steel  plates,”  and  inviting 
orders  at  his  office  at  4  South  7th  Street.  A  codicil  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  notes  that  John  Melish,  “having  a  complete  copper-plate 
printing  apparatus  with  a  fire-proof  closet  for  the  preservation 
of  bank  plates,  bank  notes  and  other  valuable  materials,”  stood 
ready  to  “attend  to  the  commands  of  such  banks  as  make 
choice  of  Meer’s  Patent  Graphic  Steel  Plates.”  7-1/2  x  10-1/8 
inches. 

An  examination  of  the  Proof  sample  note,  denominated  “Ten  thousand” 
at  the  left  and  “Fifty”  at  the  right,  reveals  the  engraved  date  October  17, 
1816,  with  the  notation  that  the  plate  was  “engraved  byj.  Vallance.”  A 
highly  important  item  in  view  of  the  obscure  nature  of  this  particular 
printer  and  inventor. 


2611  Continental  Bank  Note  Company  vignette  sheet,  circa  early 
1860s,  when  the  firm  could  rightfully  claim  its  status  as  “en¬ 
gravers  and  printers  of  national  currency.”  Identified  as  Plate 
2  at  the  top,  and  quite  possibly  from  a  folio  of  vignettes.  Rare, 
beautiful,  and  without  doubt  a  “find”  for  the  specialist.  EF. 
8-1/4  x  1 1  inches. 


The  Jocelyn  Family  of  Engravers 

Incredible  Archive 

2612  Archive  of  engravings,  photographs,  letters,  biographical 
notes,  and  other  material  relating  to  the  Jocelyn  family  of 
American  engravers:  ☆  Engravings  of  a  variety  of  subjects  ex¬ 
ecuted  by  Jocelyn  family  members.  (70)  ☆  History  of  the 
Jocelyn  family  engravers  written  in  1956  by  Foster  Wild  Rice, 
the  great-grandson  of  Nathaniel  Jocelyn.  Eight  volumes  (num¬ 
ber  4  missing).  Volumes  1-3  are  typewritten  text  on  loose  stan¬ 
dard  letter  size  paper.  Volumes  5-8  are  larger  format  and  orga¬ 
nized  as  scrapbooks  once  having  included  many  samples  of 
Jocelyn  family  engravings.  These  are  mostly  stripped  now,  with 
relatively  few  pieces  remaining;  however,  they  do  contain  po¬ 
tentially  valuable  handwritten  and  typewritten  notes.  (59  mis¬ 
cellaneous  engravings,  photographs,  and  letters)  ☆  Loose  pho¬ 
tographs  ofjocelyn  family  members  (9)  ☆  Miscellaneous  loose 
letters  and  pamphlets  including  three  copies  of  the  Essay- 
Proof  journal  (11)  ☆  Reproductions  and  photos  of  banknotes 
and  engravings  (71).  Majority  of  engravings  mounted  on  card. 
Average  EF  or  better. 

One  can  readily  imagine  that  this  archive  would  furnish  a 
springboard  for  a  detailed  study  or  even  a  book  on  the  accom¬ 
plishments  of  the  various  members  of  the  Jocelyn  family.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  much  of  the  material  is  unique  and  irreplaceable.  Alter¬ 
natively,  the  items  would  furnish  a  centerpoint  for  an  exhibi¬ 
tion.  (Total:  220  pieces) 

The  famous  Jocelyn  family  produced  several  accomplished  engravers  ac¬ 
tive  during  the  19th  century.  The  first  was  Simeon  Jocelin  (1746-1823),  a  re¬ 
spected  clockmaker  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  His  best  known  engravings 
can  be  found  in  various  issues  of  “Chorister’s  Song  Books”  which  he  pub¬ 
lished  with  Amos  Doolittle. 

Nathaniel  Jocelyn  (1796-1881)  was  the  eldest  son  of  Simeon  Jocelin  (the 
family  name  was  changed  to  Jocelyn  ca.  1818).  His  career  as  an  engraver 
began  at  an  early  age  with  his  earliest  known  works  dating  to  1818.  He  en¬ 
graved  his  first  banknotes  in  1815  for  the  Derby  Bank  in  Connecticut.  As 
part  ofjocelyn,  Draper,  Welsh  &  Co.,  Nathaniel  became  one  ol  the  foundets 
of  the  American  Bank  Note  Company  in  1858.  I  le  retired  from  ABN  Co  in 
1865. 
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Nathaniel’s  younger  brother  Simeon  Smith  Jocelyn  (1799-1879)  began  en¬ 
graving  as  early  as  1817.  He  entered  the  ministry  in  1822  and  had  his  first 
parish  in  1824  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  He  was  a  founder  of  both  the 
African  Ecclesiastical  Society  and  the  African  Improvement  Society.  His 
part  in  the  abolition  movement  caused  him  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  such  that 
he  changed  his  residence  at  New  Haven  three  times  in  a  period  of  four 
years.  He  continued  engraving  as  a  means  of  support  for  much  of  his  life.  In 
1853  he  dropped  out  of  engraving  to  join  the  American  Missionary  Society. 

In  1818  the  brothers  formed  a  partnership,  Nathaniel  &  Simeon  Smith 
Jocelyn  Co.  which  lasted  until  1844. 

Simeon  Starr  Jocelyn  (1825-?)  and  Albert  Higley  Jocelyn  (1827-1900)  were 
the  eldest  and  second  sons,  respectively,  of  Simeon  Smith  Jocelyn.  These 
brothers  were  both  involved  in  the  engraving  profession.  Simeon  Starr  was, 
along  with  his  uncle  Nathaniel,  a  founder  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  a 
part  of  Jocelyn,  Draper,  Welsh  Sc  Co.  Albert  was  known  for  his  woodcuts  for 
magazine  illustrations  between  1853  and  1861.  Perhaps  his  most  famous  is 
his  woodcut  facsimile  of  the  1861,  $100  three-year  interest  bearing  Treasu  17 
note  for  Scientific  American  (September  10,  1861). 

2613  Selection  of  engravings  published  by  Johnson,  Fry  &  Co. 

from  paintings  by  Alonzo  Chappel:  ☆  U.S.  military  officers 
from  the  Revolutionary  period  through  the  Civil  War,  includ¬ 
ing  John  Paul  Jones,  Stephen  Decatur,  David  Porter,  David 
Dixen  Porter,  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  William  Bainbridge,  Tho¬ 
mas  Macdonough  and  Baron  Von  Steuben  ☆  Signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  including  Roger  Sherman  and 
Francis  Hopkinson  ☆  Statesmen,  Financiers,  and  Patriots 
from  Revolutionary  period  through  the  Civil  War,  including 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Samuel  Adams,  Patrick  Henry,  Robert 
Morris,  DeWjtt  Clinton,  Albert  Gallatin,  William  H.  Seward, 
and  Thomas  H.  Benton.  Majority  mounted  on  card.  Average 
EF  or  better.  (Total:  18  pieces) 

Chappel  was  a  popular  illustrator  during  the  1850s,  a  decade  in  which 
many  Americans  rediscovered  their  heritage  and  great  attention  was  given 
to  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the  War  of  1812.  His  work  continued  to  find 
a  wide  audience  during  the  following  decade.  Certain  books  featuring  his 
engravings  were  sold  on  a  subscription  basis,  sometimes  with  the  engravings 
loose  in  folios. 


James  B.  Longacre  Engravings 

2614  Offering  of  19th-century  engravings  of  famous  American  pa¬ 
triots,  statesmen,  and  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen¬ 
dence.  The  majority  of  these  (23)  were  engraved  by  James  B. 
Longacre,  the  balance  (4)  are  from  drawings  by  Longacre. 
Most  are  mounted  on  card.  Average  EF  or  Better.  (Total:  27 
pieces) 

James  Longacre’s  artistic  skills  were  considerable,  and  his  illustrations  for 
the  “National  Portrait  Gallery”  are  still  highly  regarded  today  and  constitute 
a  prime  source.  Numismatically  he  is  best  remembered  for  his  distin¬ 
guished-some  would  say  quite  checkered,  however— career  as  the  chief  en¬ 
graver  of  the  U.S.  Mint  from  1844  until  his  death  on  January  1,  1869.  His 
accomplishments  during  this  period  were  many  and  included  the  Liberty 
Head  $  1  and  $20  of  1 849,  the  gold  $  1  and  $3  of  1 854,  the  1 859  Indian  cent, 
and  numerous  others. 


Cache  of  Smillie  Engravings 

2615  Selection  of  Smillie  family  engravings  depicting  various  19th- 
century  landscapes  and  scenes.  Approximately  half  of  these 
were  engraved  by  James  Smillie  or  his  eldest  son  James  D. 
Smillie.  The  balance  were  engraved  from  Smillie  family  draw¬ 
ings.  Most  are  mounted  on  card.  Average  EF  or  better.  (Total: 
39  pieces) 

James  Smillie  (1807-1885)  worked  with  several  engraving  firms,  and 
joined  the  American  Bank  Note  Company  in  1868.  James  D.  Smillie  (1833- 
1909)  worked  for  a  time  with  Jocelyn,  Draper,  Welsh  Sc  Co.,  and  then  with 
ABN  Co.  for  three  years.  He  later  chose  to  focus  on  painting  rather  than  on 
engraving.  He  did,  however,  produce  a  great  deal  of  artwork  used  on  do¬ 
mestic  and  foreign  bank  notes,  bonds,  and  stock  certificates. 


Fascinating  Miscellany 

2616  Offering  of  mostly  19th-century  engravings  prepared  prima¬ 
rily  for  book  illustrations  or  framing,  representing  the  work 
°f  many  different  engravers  and  publishers.  Included  are  a 
wide  variety  of  subjects,  such  as  presidents,  statesmen,  military 
officers,  and  famous  buildings.  At  least  15  specimens  are  en¬ 
gravings  found  on  various  types  of  federal  currency,  some  be¬ 
ing  vignettes  from  counterfeit  detectors. 

A  sample  item  is  an  admission  ticket  to  ceremonies  com¬ 
memorating  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  inauguration  of 
George  Washington,  admitting  the  bearer  to  the  gallery  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  December  11,  1889.  Issued  by 
the  Bureau  of  Engraving  &  Printing.  Printed  in  black  on  heavy 
card,  with  portrait  of  Washington  at  lower  right.  Red  serial 
number.  Most  mounted  on  card.  Average  EF  or  better.  An¬ 
other  group  of  material,  long  off  the  market,  that  would  form 
a  centerpoint  for  an  exhibit.  (Total:  226  pieces) 

2617  Copper  printing  plate.  Alert  Fire  Society  of  Newburyport. 

Unsigned.  The  design  measures  approximately  13x8  centime¬ 
ters  and  consists  of  an  inscription  within  a  wreath  of  acanthus. 
The  reverse  shows  a  failed  attempt  of  a  partial  engraving  of  the 
same  design.  Used  to  print  the  society’s  meeting  announce¬ 
ments  which  were  on  Wednesday  evenings.  Four  sample  im¬ 
pressions  on  paper  are  included  with  the  plate.  (Total:  1  print¬ 
ing  plate;  4  sample  impressions) 

2618  Copper  printing  plate.  J.B.  Cleaveland  portrait.  Unsigned. 
The  design  measures  approximately  11  x  15  centimeters  and 
features  a  skillfully  executed  youthful  male  bust  wearing  mid 
19th-century  apparel.  Inscription  reads  “Respectfully  Yours, 
J.B.  Cleaveland.”  Accompanied  by  eight  sample  impressions, 
some  on  heavy  card,  others  on  paper.  (Total:  1  printing  plate; 
8  sample  impressions) 

J.B.  Cleaveland  is  likely  James  Bradford  Cleaveland,  who  married 
Elisabeth  Jocelyn,  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Jocelyn.  Though  this  piece  is 
unsigned,  the  connection  to  the  Jocelyn  family  suggests  that  this  plate  was 
likely  engraved  by  one  of  the  Jocelyn  engravers.  Thus,  its  acquisition  may  be 
important  to  the  successful  bidder  of  the  earlier-offered  Jocelyn  archive. 

2619  Copper  printing  plate  depicting  three  numeric  vignettes. 

Two  numeral  Is  and  one  numeral  5.  Each  numeral  is  sur¬ 
rounded  by  fancy  engine-turned  ornamentation  of  the  type  as¬ 
sociated  with  bank  notes.  The  individual  vignettes  measure 
between  2.5  and  3.5  centimeters  in  each  dimension.  The  plate 
measures  approximately  10x18  centimeters.  Stamped  “B&B 
in  one  corner  of  the  plate.  (Total:  1  printing  plate) 

2620  Offering  of  historical  documents  of  the  South:  "£r  1864  C  ivil 
War  field  order,  from  General  Sherman’s  forces  outside  At¬ 
lanta  ☆  Slave-related  documents:  Alabama  (2),  and  Kentucky 

☆  Stock  certificate.  1856  Bank  of  Charleston  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina.  30  Shares.  Cut  canceled.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

Engraved  by  Toppan,  Carpenter  Sc  Co.  Charles  I  oppan  of  this  firm  be¬ 
came  the  president  of  American  Bank  Note  (.0.  in  1858. 

2621  Trio  of  Heath's  Infallible  Counterfeit  Detectors  at  Sight 

Banking  &  Counting  House  edition.  All  different  editions  and 
all  ex  Boys  Town  library:  ☆  Second  edition.  Working  copy. 
Brown  cloth,  with  spine  partially  missing.  Gilt  and  blind 
stamped  on  cover.  39  numbered  pages  plus  plates  >  1  hiid  edi¬ 

tion.  Fine.  Maroon  cloth  somewhat  faded  and  tattered  at 
spine.  Gilt  and  blind  stamped.  42  numbered  pages  plus  plates 

☆  Fourth  edition.  VF.  Green  cloth.  Somewhat  worn  at  corners. 
40  numbered  pages  plus  plates.  (Total:  3  pieces) 
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2622  U.S.  Government  Revenue  Paper:  ☆  Cigar  Stamps.  $15  per 
thousand.  Black  Printing  on  ivory  paper.  Uncut  sheet  of  20 
stamps.  EF,  with  folds  and  some  tattering  at  margins  ☆  Cigar 
Stamps.  $25  per  thousand.  Orange  printing  on  ivory  paper. 
Uncut  sheet  of  20  stamps.  EF,  with  folds.  Some  wrinkling  is 
noted  at  the  margins  (Total:  2  pieces) 

The  original  purpose  of  these  sheets,  when  cut  apart,  was  to  apply  the 
strips  to  wooden  (occasionally  cardboard)  cigar  boxes.  There  is  little  ac¬ 
counting  today  as  to  how  rare  such  uncut  sheets  are,  but  certainly  they  must 
be  very  difficult  to  find.  Often  in  numismatics,  ephemera,  and  related  disci¬ 
plines,  the  time  to  buy  something  is  when  it  is  not  generally  studied  or  rec¬ 
ognized  by  the  marketplace. 

2623  U.S.  Government  remainder  checks.  Depository  of  the 
United  States.  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Partial  uncut  sheet  of 
three  checks.  Blue  printing  on  white  paper.  Engraved  Date: 
“186_.”  Serial  numbers:  none.  Net  EF  with  foxing  at  the  right 
margin.  Imprint  of  Hatch  8c  Company,  29  William  Street,  New 
York  City.  (Total:  1  partial  sheet;  3  subjects) 
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2624  U.S.  Government  remainder  checks.  Depository  of  the 
United  States.  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Partial  uncut  sheet  of  two 
checks.  Bronze  printing  on  white  paper.  Engraved  Date: 
“186_.”  Serial  numbers:  none.  New  with  foxing  at  the  right 
margin.  (Total:  1  partial  sheet;  2  subjects) 

Cincinnati,  a  major  trading  port  on  the  Ohio  River  and,  by  connection, 
the  Mississippi  River,  is  one  of  the  most  numismatically  important  cities  in 
the  United  States.  In  various  areas  of  specialty,  collectors  of  bank  note  re¬ 
porters  will  recognize  this  as  a  publishing  center,  ditto  for  19th-century  nu¬ 
mismatic  interests  (what  with  R.W.  Mercer,  Henry  H.  Clay  Ezekiel,  and  oth¬ 
ers),  a  coining  and  distribution  center  for  Civil  War  tokens  (pre-eminent  in 
this  regard,  vastly  outclassing  New  York  City,  Philadelphia,  Detroit,  and 
other  contenders),  and  more.  Among  numismatic  Cincinnati-iana,  checks 
must  be  deemed  as  exceedingly  rare. 
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2625  U.S.  Government  remainder  checks.  Assistant  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States.  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  Uncut  sheet 
of  five  checks.  Black  and  gold  printing  on  ivory  paper  with  red 


surcharges.  Standing  goddess  representing  Columbia  with  all 
the  “Proper”  accoutrements  including  a  shield,  eagle  on  her 
helmet,  and  even  a  Liberty  cap  on  a  pole.  Engraved  Date: 
“187_.”  Serial  numbers:  1451-1455.  Net  EF,  with  two  small 
holes.  (Total:  1  uncut  sheet;  5  subjects) 

An  exceedingly  impressive  sheet— another  exceedingly  rare  federal  item  re¬ 
lated  to  paper  money  and  commerce.  Produced  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing,  Washington,  DC,  which  by  this  time  had  taken  the  place  of 
previous  private  contractors.  The  serial  numbers  on  the  notes  are  printed  in 
the  same  ink  (seemingly)  as  certain  imprints  found  on  federal  currency  of 
the  era.  A  handsome  display  item. 

2626  State  Fiscal  paper.  Indiana.  Office  of  Agent  of  State  in  New' 

York.  5%  state  stock  certificates.  Two-subject  remainder  sheet. 
Black,  blue,  and  violet  printing  on  white  paper.  Partial  en¬ 
graved  date:  “18 _ .”  Serial  numbers:  none.  New.  (Total:  1  un¬ 

cut  sheet;  2  subjects) 

A  wonderful  piece  of  (dare  we  use  this  term?)  Indiana-iana.  No  doubt  this 
item,  if  extensively  researched,  could  form  the  focal  point  for  an  article. 
Rare,  as  is  just  about  everything  else  in  the  present  offering. 

2627  Bank  checks.  San  Francisco,  California.  London  8c  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bank  Ltd.  Uncut  remainder  sheet  of  three  subjects.  Ma¬ 
roon  and  gold  printing  on  white  paper.  With  gold  imprint  of 
two  cents  Internal  Revenue  stamp.  Engraved  date  “187_.”  Se¬ 
rial  numbers:  none.  New,  with  perforations  between  the 
checks.  (Total:  1  uncut  sheet;  3  subjects) 

The  title  of  this  bank  is  reflective  of  the  international  character  of  San 
Francisco  commerce.  At  the  time,  trade  was  conducted  by  sea  (primarily) 
with  the  Orient,  England,  and  other  ports.  Other  trading  was  accomplished 
via  the  transcontinental  railroad  (completed  in  1869). 


Kiihikch  IIikm. 


m  ■§ 


StlHt.%*  H  ItlMl*. 


mm 


mm 

Smti  vni  Itao*. 


Say  A  AAe/veiAt  ty 


m  m 


SimiM  iiHiioh. 

;  '  l.itUfftM  A.-, 

jj  >/ 


-TIIIIIM.f 

a.tJifti 

i>  i  ffet  Atrjr  A  (At  relit 


HllHI.M.ff  ltuo*» 


2628  Bank  checks.  Washington,  Kansas.  Exchange  Bank  of  Wash¬ 
ington  (Shriver  Bros.).  Uncut  remainder  sheet  of  five  sub¬ 
jects.  Green  and  gold  printing  on  white  paper.  Ornate  and  at¬ 
tractive  vignettes  featuring  a  goddess  on  the  left  side  (with 
many  interesting  items  surrounding  her)  and  a  locomotive  un¬ 
der  full  speed  on  the  right  side.  Three  colors,  including  serial 
numbers.  Engraved  date:  “187_.”  Serial  numbers:  5700-5704. 
AU  or  better,  with  hinge  mounts  on  verso.  (Total:  1  uncut 
sheet;  5  subjects) 

An  extremely  attractive  sheet  resembling  at  casual  glance  a  sheet  of  bro¬ 
ken  bank  notes.  Seldom  are  checks  this  ornate. 


2629  Bank  checks.  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Trio  of  uncut  remain¬ 
der  sheets  of  different  banks.  Each  has  three  subjects: 
Boylston  National  Bank.  Black  printing  on  white  paper.  En¬ 
graved  date:  “188_.”  Serial  numbers:  234-236.  New  ☆  Interna- 
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tional  Trust  Company.  Black,  gray,  and  gold  printing  on  white 
paper.  Engraved  date:  “188_.”  Serial  numbers:  none.  New  ft 
Merchants  Bank.  Metallic  gold  printing  on  white  paper.  En¬ 
graved  date:  “185_.”  Serial  numbers:  none.  New.  (Total:  3  un¬ 
cut  sheets;  9  subjects) 

The  Merchants  Bank  check  is  particularly  early  and  is  printed  by 
"Stimpson’s  Safety  Seal  Check”  process,  copyrighted  in  1853. 

2630  Bank  checks.  Harwich,  Massachusetts.  Bank  of  Cape  Cod. 

Uncut  remainder  sheet  of  three  subjects.  Black  printing  on 
blue  paper.  Engraved  date:  “186_.”  Serial  numbers:  none. 
New.  (Total:  1  uncut  sheet;  3  subjects) 

Imprint  of  S.G.  Simpkins  8c  Company,  stationers,  1 16  State  Street  (pre¬ 
sumably  Boston). 

2631  Bank  checks.  Helena,  Montana.  First  National  Bank  of  Hel¬ 

ena,  Montana.  Uncut  remainder  sheet  of  four  subjects.  Black 
printing  on  white  paper  with  red  surcharges.  Engraved  date: 
“18 _ .”  Serial  numbers:  332584-332587.  Payable  by  the  Ameri¬ 

can  National  Bank,  Denver,  Colorado.  New,  with  perforations 
between  the  checks.  (Total:  1  uncut  sheet;  4  subjects) 

A  highly  interesting  sheet  produced  by  the  Union  Litho  Company,  San 
Francisco.  The  vignette,  bearing  a  separate  copyright  imprint  dated  1884  by 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Helena,  depicts  natural  wonders  of  the  scenic 
west,  including  in  the  foreground  a  geyser  in  powerful  eruption,  and  in  the 
background  a  cascading  waterfall. 

2632  Bank  checks.  New  York,  New  York.  Uncut  remainder  sheets 
from  three  different  banks:  ft  Garfield  National  bank.  Three- 
subject  sheet.  Blue  printing  on  white  paper.  Engraved  date: 
“189_.”  Serial  numbers:  none.  New,  with  perforations  between 
the  checks  ft  Lawrence  &  Smith,  Bankers.  Three-subject  sheet. 
Black  and  gold  printing  on  white  paper.  Engraved  date: 
“188_.”  Serial  numbers:  none.  Net  AU,  with  trivial  fraying  at 
the  right  border  ft  Tradesmen’s  Bank.  Three-subject  sheet. 

Black  printing  on  white  paper.  Engraved  date:  “18 _ .”  Serial 

numbers:  none.  New,  with  a  penciled  notation  at  the  left  mar¬ 
gin.  (Total:  3  uncut  sheets;  9  subjects) 

The  sheet  of  three  checks  from  the  Tradesmen’s  Bank  is  pardcularly  interest¬ 
ing,  belonging  as  it  does  to  a  very  early  period,  our  estimate  being  the  1840s. 


2633  Bank  checks.  New  York,  New  York.  National  Bank.  Five-sub¬ 
ject  sheet.  Black  printing  on  watermarked  ivory  paper  with 
red  outlined  “105”  printed  on  the  back  of  each  subject.  En¬ 
graved  date:  “183_.”  Serial  numbers:  191-195.  New.  (Total:  1 
uncut  sheet;  5  subjects) 

A  highly  interesting  sheet  from  a  relatively  early  date,  the  1830s,  with  in¬ 


teresting  security  devices— including  color-imprinted  control  numbers  on 
the  reverse  (which  bleed  through  to  the  front)  and  a  series  of  printed  values 
ranging  from  $1,000  to  $18,000,  plus  divisions  in  hundreds  of  dollars, 
which,  no  doubt,  were  suitable  for  either  punching  (in  the  manner  of  a 
transportation  ticket)  or  crossing  out— to  verify  the  amount  to  be  written  in 
ink.  Certainly,  this  will  be  a  centerpiece  to  any  exhibit  of  New  York  City  fi¬ 
nancial  items  from  the  era  in  question. 

2634  Bank  checks.  Oswego,  New  York.  Bank  of  Oswego.  Uncut  re¬ 
mainder  sheet  of  five  subjects.  Black  and  gold  printing  on 
white  paper.  With  gold  Internal  Revenue  imprint  for  the  two- 
cent  stamp.  Engraved  date:  “187_.”  Serial  numbers:  18285- 
18289,  EF,  with  minor  tattering  at  the  left  margin.  (Total:  1 
uncut  sheet;  5  subjects) 

Oswego  is  numismatically  remembered  on  several  accounts,  but  none 
more  than  for  M.L.  Marshall,  who  in  the  1860s  had  a  rare  coin  dealership 
there  and  who  saw  fit  to  issue  several  interesting  varieties  of  tokens. 


2635  Bank  checks.  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  Remainder  sheets 
of  three  different  banks:  ft  Central  National  Bank.  Six-subject 
sheet.  Black  printing  on  ivory  paper.  Engraved  date:  “1860_.” 
Serial  numbers:  4047-4052.  EF,  with  a  tatter  at  the  bottom  mar¬ 
gin  ft  Bank  of  North  America.  Six-subject  sheet.  Black  print¬ 
ing  on  ivory  paper.  Engraved  date:  “179_.”  Serial  numbers: 
none.  EF  ft  First  National  Bank  of  Philadelphia.  Partial  sheet 
of  two  subjects.  Black  printing  on  white  paper.  Engraved  date: 
“186_.”  Serial  numbers:  none.  New.  (Total:  3  sheets;  14  sub¬ 
jects) 

The  Bank  of  North  America  sheet  from  the  1790s  is  of  great  interest,  rep¬ 
resenting  as  it  does  a  very  important  financial  institution  in  an  era  in  which 
the  newly  established  (1792)  Philadelphia  Mint  was  struggling  to  survive. 
Many  transactions  occurred  between  this  bank  and  the  Mint. 

2636  Bank  checks.  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  Pair  of  uncut  re¬ 
mainder  sheets  each  having  three  subjects:  ft  first  National 
Bank  of  Charleston.  Green  printing  on  white  paper.  Engraved 
date:  “187_.”  Serial  numbers:  none.  New  ft  Miners  and  Mer¬ 
chants  Bank.  Black  printing  on  white  paper.  Engraved  date. 
“189_.”  Serial  numbers:  none.  New,  with  perforations  between 
the  checks.  (Total:  2  uncut  sheets;  6  subjects) 

The  vignette  of  the  Miners  and  Merchants  Bank  depicts  the  seal  of  the 
Camp  Moultrie  division  of  the  Sons  of  Confederate  Veterans,  organized 
November  15,  1894  (Camp  Moultrie  being  in  the  Charleston  Harbor  and 
the  initial  site  of  action  during  the  Civil  War,  with  the  bombardment  of  Fort 
Sumpter  across  the  water  in  the  bay). 
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2637  Bank  checks.  Parkersburg,  West  Virginia.  First  National 
Bank  of  Parkersburg.  Black  printing  on  gray  paper.  Engraved 
date:  “189_.”  Serial  numbers:  none.  New,  with  perforations 
between  the  checks.  (Total:  1  uncut  sheet;  3  subjects) 

Each  check  bears  a  handsome  and  quite  detailed  engraving  of  the  finan¬ 
cial  institution  in  question,  complete  with  that  modern  innovation— the  trol- 
lev  car— passing  by  the  front  door— indicative  that  the  bank  was  up  to  date. 
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2638  Bank  certificates  of  deposit.  Downieville,  California.  Bank¬ 
ing  House  of  P.A.  Lamping  &  Co.  Partial  remainder  sheet  of 
two  subjects.  Black  printing  on  white  paper.  Engraved  date: 
“186_.”  Serial  numbers:  none.  Net  AU,  with  a  pinhole. 
Wrinkles  and  foxing  are  noted  at  the  left  margin.  (Total:  1  par¬ 
tial  sheet;  2  subjects) 

A  wonderful  piece  of  Gold  Rush  Americana  from  the  height  of  activities 
in  the  1860s,  Downieville  being  one  of  a  number  of  settlements  in  the  foot¬ 
hills  of  the  Sierra  Nevada.  No  doubt  the  banking  house  of  P.A.  Lamping  8c 
Co.  saw  daily  transactions  with  gold  ingots,  and  privately  minted  gold  coins. 


2639  Bills  of  exchange:  ☆  C.  &J.  Fallon.  Philadelphia,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Uncut  remainder  sheet  of  three  subjects:  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd 
bills.  Black  printing  on  ivory  paper.  Engraved  date:  “185_.” 
Serial  numbers:  none.  Payable  in  francs  by  Leon  Lillo  &  Co.  in 
Paris.  EF.  Somewhat  frayed  at  right  margin  ☆  South  Western 
Railroad  Bank.  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  Uncut  remainder 
sheet  of  three  subjects:  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  bills.  EF,  hinged. 

Black  printing  on  ivory  paper.  Engraved  date:  “18 _ .”  Serial 

numbers:  none.  Payable  in  Liverpool  by  the  Royal  Bank  of 
Liverpool.  (Total:  2  uncut  sheets;  6  subjects) 

2640  Merchant  checks.  San  Francisco,  California.  Ralston  & 
Grayson.  Account  of  the  Ralston  Divide  Gold  Mining  Co.,  Ltd. 
Uncut  remainder  sheet  of  three  subjects.  Blue  and  gold  print¬ 
ing  on  yellow  paper.  Engraved  date:  “189_.”  Serial  numbers: 
923-925.  AU,  with  perforations  between  the  checks.  (Total:  1 
uncut  sheet;  3  subjects) 

The  adventures  of  William  C.  Ralston  have  been  delineated  in  California 
literature.  His  interests  were  many  and  included  mining  in  California  and 
Nevada  and  banking.  He  was  also  a  victim  in  one  of  the  more  famous  Cali¬ 
fornia  scandals  of  the  late  19th  century,  the  details  of  which  we  will  not  give 
here  (lest  the  present  catalogue  get  too  far  afield  of  numismatics). 

2641  Merchant  checks.  Nevada:  ☆  Carson  City.  California-Nevada 
Creamery  Co.  Partial  remainder  sheet  of  two  subjects.  Green 
printing  on  white  paper.  Engraved  date:  none.  Serial  numbers: 
5717-5718.  Payable  by  the  Bullion  and  Exchange  Bank  of 
Carson  City.  New,  with  perforations  between  the  checks  ☆ 
Reno.  Reno  Water  Company.  Uncut  remainder  sheet  of  four 
subjects.  Black  printing  on  white  paper.  Engraved  date: 
“  1 88_.”  Serial  numbers:  1005-1008.  Payable  by  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Reno,  Nevada.  New,  with  perforations  between 
the  checks.  (Total:  2  sheets;  6  subjects) 

It  goes  without  saying  that  (  .arson  City  is  numismatically  important. 


2642  Merchant  checks.  Pennsylvania:  ☆  Afton.  Silver  Spring 
Quarry  Company.  Uncut  remainder  sheet  of  five  subjects. 
Brick  red  printing  on  pink  paper.  Engraved  date:  “189_.”  Se¬ 
rial  numbers:  1726-1730.  Payable  by  Bloomsburg  Banking  Co. 
New,  with  a  tatter  at  the  top  margin  of  the  first  check  ☆ 
Cornwall.  Cornwall  Ore  Bank  Co.  Uncut  remainder  sheet  of 
five  subjects.  Violet  and  gold  printing  on  gray  paper.  Includes 
Internal  Revenue  imprint.  Engraved  date:  “187_.”  Serial  num¬ 
bers:  4214-4218.  Payable  by  the  First  National  Bank  of  Leba¬ 
non,  Pennsylvania.  Net  EF  or  better  with  tape  repairs  ☆  Phila¬ 
delphia.  First  Funds  Fidelity  Insurance,  Trust,  and  Safe  De¬ 
posit  Co.  Uncut  remainder  sheet  of  five  checks.  Black  and  gold 
printing  on  blue  paper.  Engraved  date:  “187_.”  Serial  num¬ 
bers:  none.  Payable  by  the  Centennial  National  Bank  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  EF  ☆  Philadelphia.  Volcanic  Oil  &  Coal  Co.  Uncut  re¬ 
mainder  sheet  of  five  subjects.  Red  and  gold  printing  on  white 
paper.  Engraved  date:  “187_.”  Serial  numbers:  1385-1389.  Pay¬ 
able  by  the  Girard  National  Bank,  Philadelphia.  AU.  (Total:  4 
uncut  sheets;  20  subjects) 

It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  more  about  Cornwall  Ore  Bank  Company, 
which  may  have  related  to  iron  mining  and  smelting— once  a  widespread 
endeavor  in  the  state.  The  namesake,  Cornwall,  England,  was  a  well-known 
mining  center. 

2643  Merchant  checks.  Mixed  states:  ☆  Nebraska.  Otoe  Co.,  N.L. 
Simpson,  treasurer.  Uncut  remainder  sheet  of  six  subjects. 
Black  printing  on  white  paper.  Engraved  date:  “187_.”  Serial 
numbers:  none.  Payable  byjames  Sweet  8c  Co.,  Bankers.  EF  ☆ 
West  Troy,  New  York.  W.S.  Baker.  Uncut  remainder  sheet  of 
five  subjects.  VF.  Red  and  gold  printing  on  white  paper;  in¬ 
cludes  Internal  Revenue  stamp  imprint.  Engraved  date: 
“187_.”  Serial  numbers:  none.  Payable  by  the  National  bank  of 
West  Troy  ☆  Salem,  Virginia.  The  Chadwick  Two-Wheeler 
Company.  Uncut  remainder  sheet  of  four  subjects.  Black  and 
red  printing  on  white  paper.  Engraved  date:  “189_.”  Serial 
numbers:  1795-1798.  Payable  by  the  Bank  of  Salem  at  Salem, 
Virginia.  AU.  (Total;  3  sheets;  15  subjects) 

Nebraska  was  barely  a  state  by  the  1870s  (having  been  admitted  to  the 
Union  in  1867).  The  Chadwick  vignette  shows  a  happy  scene  of  several 
horse-drawn  two-wheel  carriages  going  to  and  fro,  while  in  the  background 
is  a  gentleman  who,  for  some  reason,  prefers  a  penny-farthing  type  of  bi¬ 
cycle  to  the  wonderful  Chadwick  Two  Wheeler. 

2644  Merchant  checks.  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts.  Bel  Air  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company.  Uncut  remainder  sheet  of  five  subjects.  Black 
and  gold  printing  on  white  paper;  includes  gold  imprinted  In¬ 
ternal  Revenue  stamp.  Engraved  date:  “188_.”  Serial  numbers: 
931-935.  Payable  by  the  Pittsfield  National  Bank.  EF.  (Total:  1 
uncut  sheet;  5  subjects) 

2645  College  currency.  Unspecified  town  and  state.  Commercial 
bank.  Partial  remainder  sheet  of  two  subjects.  Green  printing 
on  white  paper.  Engraved  date:  none.  Serial  numbers:  none. 
New.  (Total:  1  partial  sheet;  2  subjects) 

Probably  a  “generic”  issue  intended  for  any  one  of  many  business  schools 
that  proliferated  in  the  United  States  during  the  last  19th  century.  By  means 
of  such  an  intending  banker,  merchant,  or  other  person  could  learn  how  to 
write  checks,  etc. 
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2646  Stock  certificates.  Lander  County,  Nevada.  Mills,  Post,  8c 
White  Consolidated  Silver  Mining  Co.  Partial  remainder  sheet. 
Black  and  green  printing  on  white  paper.  Engraved  date: 
“186_.”  Serial  numbers:  none.  Choice  New.  (Total:  1  partial 
sheet;  2  subjects) 

Issued  during  the  glory  days  of  the  Comstock  Lode.  “Enterprise  print” 
imprint,  most  probably  by  the  same  outfit  that  turned  out  the  Territorial 
Enterprise  newspaper  (the  staff  of  which  included  Samuel  L.  Clemens,  later 
known  as  Mark  Twain).  A  wonderful  piece  of  Nevada  mining  ephemera. 

T.E.  Leon  numismatic 
Americana 

From  the  estate  of  his  Son.  Paul  Leon 

ANA  Convention  Badges  (Leon  Estate) 

Badges  worn  by  attendees  at  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  have  been  collectible  for  a  long  time.  Most  are 
quite  rare. 

2647  1912.  Red,  white,  and  blue  ribbon  (vertical  stripes)  with 
ROCHESTER/N.Y./ AUGUST  26-27-28/1912  in  four  lines  in 
silver,  suspended  from  an  oval  bronze  medal  (horizontal)  with 
ANA  and  Rochester,  New  York  seals  at  center,  AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC  ASSN,  above,  ROCHESTER  N.Y.  1912  below. 
Basically  as  issued  but  with  some  light  creases  in  the  ribbon. 
Colors  still  crisp  and  fresh. 

2648  1913.  White  ribbon  with  AMERICAN/NUMISMATIC/ ASSO¬ 
CIATION/DETROIT/AUGUST  23-27  1913  in  five  lines  in 
bronze,  suspended  from  a  bronze  bar  (horizontal)  with  DE¬ 
TROIT  upon  it.  An  1863  Indian  head  copper  Merchant  token 
of  Venn  &  Wreforcl,  Butchers,  Detroit,  is  suspended  from  two 
small  chains  at  the  bottom  of  the  bar.  Basically  as  issued  but 
with  some  light  creases  in  the  ribbon.  Unusual. 

2649  1913.  White  ribbon  with  AMERICAN/NUMISMATIC/ ASSO- 
GIATION/DETROIT/AUGUST  23-27  1913  in  five  lines  in 
bronze,  suspended  from  a  bronze  bar  (horizontal)  with  DE¬ 
TROIT  upon  it.  An  1863  Indian  head  copper  Merchant  token 
of  D.  Dickson,  Grocers,  Detroit,  is  suspended  from  two  small 
chains  at  the  bottom  of  the  bar.  Basically  as  issued  but  with 
some  light  creases  in  the  ribbon. 

2650  1920.  Pinback.  Round,  silvered  or  antiqued  white  metal.  ANA 
seal  between  ANNUAL  and  CONVENTION  at  top,  CHI¬ 
CAGO  AUG.  1920  and  a  representation  of  Fort  Dearborn  at 
the  center.  New,  basically  as  issued. 

Manufactured  by  Bastian  Bros.  Co.  of  Rochester,  New  York. 


2651  1920.  Pinback.  Round,  silvered  or  antiqued  white  metal.  ANA 
seal  between  ANNUAL  and  CONVENTION  at  top.  CHI- 
CAGO  AUG.  1920  and  a  repiescntation  of  fort  Dearborn  at 
the  center.  New,  basically  as  issued. 

2652  1920.  Pinback.  Round,  silvered  or  antiqued  white  metal.  ANA 
seal  between  ANNUAL  and  CONVENTION  at  top,  CHI¬ 
CAGO  AUG.  1920  and  a  representation  of  Fort  Dearborn  at 
the  center.  New,  basically  as  issued. 

2653  1920.  Pinback.  Round,  silvered  or  antiqued  white  metal.  ANA 
seal  between  ANNUAL  and  CONVENTION  at  top,  CHI¬ 
CAGO  AUG.  1920  and  a  representation  of  Fort  Dearborn  at 
the  center.  New,  basically  as  issued. 

2654  1920.  Pinback.  Round,  silvered  or  antiqued  white  metal.  ANA 
seal  between  ANNUAL  and  CONVENTION  at  top,  CHI¬ 
CAGO  AUG.  1920  and  a  representation  of  Fort  Dearborn  at 
the  center.  New,  basically  as  issued. 

2655  1920.  Pinback.  Round,  silvered  or  antiqued  white  metal.  ANA 
seal  between  ANNUAL  and  CONVENTION  at  top,  CHI¬ 
CAGO  AUG.  1920  and  a  representation  of  Fort  Dearborn  at 
the  center.  New,  basically  as  issued. 

2656  1924.  White  ribbon  with  AMERICAN/NUMISMATIC/ASSO¬ 
CIATION/AUGUST  23-28/  1924  in  five  lines  in  gold,  sus¬ 
pended  from  an  antiqued  white  metal  bar  (horizontal)  with 
CLEVELAND  upon  it.  An  antiqued  white  metal  badge  in  the 
shape  of  the  state  of  Ohio  hangs  from  the  ribbon,  with  AN¬ 
NUAL  CONVENTION  and  a  cluster  of  leaves  at  the  center. 
Basically  as  issued  but  with  some  light  creases  in  the  ribbon. 

Manufactured  by  Bastian  Bros.  Co.  of  Rochester,  New  York. 

2657  1924.  White  ribbon  with  AMERICAN/NUMISMATIC/ ASSO¬ 
CIATION/AUGUST  23-28/  1924  in  five  lines  in  gold,  sus¬ 
pended  from  an  antiqued  white  metal  bar  (horizontal)  with 
CLEVELAND  upon  it.  An  antiqued  white  metal  badge  in  the 
shape  of  the  state  of  Ohio  hangs  from  the  ribbon,  with  AN¬ 
NUAL  CONVENTION  and  a  cluster  of  leaves  at  the  center. 
Basically  as  issued  but  with  some  light  creases  in  the  rihbon. 


2658  1929.  Blue  ribbon  with  AUGUST  24-29th/  1929  in  two  lines 
in  gold,  suspended  from  an  antiqued  white  metal  bar  (hori¬ 
zontal)  with  eagle  at  top  and  space  for  a  name  tag  within. 

Name  tag  reads  T.E.  LEOM  (sic).  An  oval  antiqued  white  metal 
badge  hangs  from  the  ribbon,  with  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 
and  a  representation  of  Fort  Dearborn  upon  it,  as  well  as  the 
ANA  and  Chicago  Coin  Club  logos.  Basically  as  issued  but 
with  some  light  creases  in  the  ribbon. 
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2659  1929.  Blue  ribbon  with  AUGUST  24-29th/  1929  in  two  lines  in 
gold,  suspended  from  an  antiqued  white  metal  bar  (horizon¬ 
tal)  with  eagle  at  top  and  space  for  a  name  tag  within.  Name 
tag  reads  E.M.  LEON.  An  oval  antiqued  white  metal  badge 
hangs  from  the  ribbon,  with  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  and  a 
representation  of  Fort  Dearborn  upon  it,  as  well  as  the  ANA 
and  Chicago  Coin  Club  logos.  Basically  as  issued  but  with 
some  light  creases  in  the  ribbon. 

Confederate  paper  Money  (Leon  Estate) 

2660  Group  of  Confederate  $5  notes:  ☆  1861.  T-32.  AG,  tattered  at 
left  end.  A  scarce  issue  ☆  1861.  T-36  (10)  ☆  1861.  Contempo¬ 
rary  counterfeit.  CT-36.  Fine  ☆  1862.  T-53  (5)  ☆  1863.  T-60 
(5).  Each  with  different  overprint  type  ☆  1864.  T-69.  Grades 
average  VG  to  Fine,  except  where  noted.  Some  with  roughness 
and  minor  splits  at  edges.  No  doubt  these  represented  “store 
stock”  for  T.E.  Leon,  whose  interests  included  obsolete  cur¬ 
rency.  (Total:  23  pieces) 

2661  Selection  of  $10  notes  of  the  Confederacy:  ☆  1861.  CT-22. 
VG,  roughness  at  edges.  Interesting  contemporary  counterfeit 
☆  1861.  T-30  (4)  ☆  1862.  T-46.  Fine  ☆  1862.  T-52.  Lower  mar¬ 
gin  trimmed  into  the  design  ☆  1863.  T-59  (3)  ☆  1864.  T-68 
(24).  Average  VF  to  NewT  except  where  noted.  Another  Leon 
store  lot.  (Total:  34  pieces) 

2662  Large  offering  of  Confederate  $10  notes  representing  six  dif¬ 
ferent  design  types:  ☆1861.  T-28  (3)  ☆  1861.  T-30  (5)  ☆  1862. 
T-46  (3)  ☆  1862.  T-52  (3)  ☆  1863.  T-59  (6).  Five  different  over¬ 
prints  ☆  1864.  T-68  (63).  Average  VG  to  Fine,  some  with 
roughness  at  edges.  Includes  many  diverse  subvarieties.  (Total: 
83  pieces) 

Although  the  main  varieties  of  notes  of  The  Lost  Cause  have  been  capably 
catalogued  by  Grover  Criswell  and  others,  much  research  could  still  be  done 
regarding  variety  differences,  imprints,  vignettes,  signatures,  and  serial 
number  sequences. 

2663  Selection  of  Confederate  $20  notes  of  three  different  design 
types:  ☆  1861.  T-18  (41)  ☆  1862.  T-51  (4)  ☆  1864.  T-67  (13). 
Average  VG  to  Fine,  a  few  better.  (Total:  58  pieces) 

2664  Offering  of  $20  Industry  and  Beehive  notes.  T-20.  Average 

VG  to  VF.  A  few  with  rough  edges,  minor  staining  or  light  ad¬ 
hesive  residue,  from  having  been  mounted  at  one  time.  A  wide 
array  of  subvarieties  worthy  of  close  examination.  An  excellent 
research  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  (Total:  66  pieces) 

2665  A  trio  of  scarce  1861  Confederate  issues:  ☆  $50.  1861.  T-6. 
AG,  roughness  at  edges.  A  very  heavily  worn  example  but  also 
quite  rare.  One  of  only  5,800  printed  ☆  $10.  1861.  T-24.  VG,  a 
few  minor  edge  splits.  Cut  canceled  ☆  $10.  1861.  T-29.  Fine, 
hinged  on  reverse.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2666  Group  of  Confederate  $50  notes  including  two  major  design 
types:  ☆  1861.  T-14  (4)  ☆  1864.  T-66  (70).  Average  Fine  to  VF. 
Another  large  lot  of  pieces  probably  obtained  by  T.E.  Leon 
one  note  at  a  time,  or  in  small  groups.  Leon  was  widely  known, 
and  his  correspondence  suggests  that  people  frequently  sent 
him  things  for  offers.  In  addition,  Leon  visited  banks  and  pur¬ 
chased  from  them  unusual  things  taken  in  the  course  of  busi¬ 
ness,  including  old  coins,  mutilated  coins,  Confederate  paper 
money,  and  the  like.  (Total:  74  pieces) 

2667  Offering  of  Confederate  $50  notes  from  the  final  year  of  is¬ 
sue  1864  T-66.  Average  F.F  to  New.  Includes  many  different 
subvarieties  and  signature  combinations.  An  interesting  high- 
grade  group  suitable  for  in-depth  study.  (Total:  43  pieces) 
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2668  $100.  1861.  T-7.  Rarity-7.  Serial  number  written  in  red  ink,  sig¬ 
natures  in  brown.  Fine,  with  several  creases  and  some  minor 
roughness  at  the  edges  though  no  serious  tears  or  stains.  A 
pleasing  example  of  this  very  scarce  issue.  One  of  37, 155  notes 
issued. 

2669  Large  offering  of  Confederate  $100  notes:  ☆  T-13  (20)  ☆  T-39 
(2)  ☆  T-40  (9)  ☆  T-41  (2)  ☆  T-65  (27).  A  nice  selection  includ¬ 
ing  many  different  subvarieties,  plate  numbers,  plate  letters, 
and  signature  combinations.  An  interesting  research  opportu¬ 
nity.  (Total:  60  pieces) 

One  cannot  look  through  a  group  such  as  this  without  being  struck  by  the 
research  opportunity  mentioned.  Anyone  seeking  a  new  niche  of  numis¬ 
matic  interest,  and  one  that  can  be  explored  at  relatively  low  cost,  would  do 
well  to  consider  these  notes. 

2670  Offering  of  Havana  counterfeits.  $100.  1864.  CT-65.  An  ex¬ 
tremely  well-executed  counterfeit  issue  of  the  Civil  War  era.  Each 
note  is  one  quarter  inch  narrower  than  the  genuine  note,  and  has 
a  machine  printed  serial  number  and  hand-written  signature.  Av¬ 
erage  EF  to  New,  some  with  light  foxing.  (Total:  28  pieces) 

Such  notes,  and  others  of  their  type  (such  as  the  pieces  widely  advertised 
by  Upham),  formed  popular  items  for  sale  in  New  York  City,  Philadelphia, 
and  other  northern  cities.  Intending  travelers  to  the  south  could  purchase  at 
a  nominal  price  quantities  of  such  counterfeit  notes,  testing  their  own  good 
luck  and  ingenuity  in  their  passing.  Today,  such  counterfeits  are  collected 
with  enthusiasm  and  form  a  nice  adjunct  to  any  holding  of  originals  (of 
course,  the  same  can  be  said  for  contemporary  counterfeit  colonial  and 
state  coins,  some  of  which  are  worth  more  than  originals). 

2671  $500.  1864.  T-64.  Serial:  22598.  VF,  with  three  minor  edge 
splits  at  the  top;  none  extending  into  design. 

An  ever-popular  type,  this  is  the  highest  denomination  of  the  final  series 
of  Confederate  currency. 

Early  American  Currency  (Leon  Estate) 

2672  Quartette  of  high-grade  obsolete  notes:  ☆  Alabama.  Selma, 
Marion  and  Memphis  Railroad  Co.,  Marion.  Not  listed  in 
Haxby.  $2.  New.  Ornate  green  reverse  ☆  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia.  Bullion  Bank,  Washington.  DC-170.  $2.  G22a.  New.  Or¬ 
ange  obverse,  ornate  green  reverse.  Very  attractive  ☆  Texas. 
Commercial  &  Agricultural  Bank  of  Texas,  Columbia.  TX-5. 
$1.  G2  (2).  New  and  AU.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

It  is  noted  in  Haxby  that  the  above  listed  Commercial  &  Agricultural  Bank 
of  Texas  never  actually  opened.  Interestingly,  these  notes  have  printed  de¬ 
nominations  of  both  ONE  DOLLAR  and  UN  PESO. 

2673  Selection  of  obsolete  Florida  notes.  Bank  of  West  Florida, 
Appalachicola.  FL-45:  ☆  $5.  G30  (5).  Average  Fine  or  better  ☆ 
$10.  G32  (3).  Average  Fine  or  better.  Tallahassee  Rail  Road 
Company,  Tallahassee.  Not  listed  in  Haxby:  ☆  $1.  Green  Re¬ 
verse.  New  ☆  Uncut  remainder  sheet:  $l-l-2-3.  Green  Reverse. 
Fine  with  light  water  damage  at  top.  (Total:  10  pieces;  13  sub¬ 
jects) 

2674  Large  offering  of  Georgia  obsolete  notes:  ☆  Bank  of  Au¬ 
gusta,  Augusta.  GA-30  (11)  ☆  Augusta  Insurance  8c  Banking 
Co.,  Augusta.  GA-35  (11)  ☆  Bank  of  Columbus,  Columbus. 
GA-105  ☆  Bank  of  Whitfield,  Dalton.  GA-155.  Partial  remain¬ 
der  sheet  (1  sheet;  2  subjects)  ☆  Exchange  Bank,  Griffin.  GA- 
170  ☆  Bank  of  Milledgeville,  Milledgeville.  GA-230  ☆  Bank  of 
the  Empire  State,  Rome.  GA-250  (2)  ☆  Bank  of  Commerce, 
Savannah.  GA-275  (12)  ☆  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank,  Sa¬ 
vannah.  GA-290  (2)  ☆  Mechanics  Savings  Bank  of  Savannah. 
GA-310  ☆  Merchants  and  Planters  Bank,  Savannah.  GA-3L> 
(33)  ☆  Planters  Bank  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  Savannah.  GA- 
320  ☆  State  of  Georgia,  Milledgeville.  Stale  issue,  not  listed  in 
Haxby  (2).  Grades  range  from  Good  to  New,  majorit\  average 
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Good  to  VG.  Many  different  types  and  denominations  repre¬ 
sented.  (Total  79  pieces;  80  subjects) 

The  T.E.  Leon  estate  yielded  many  wonderful  things,  of  which  this  group 
contains  quite  a  few  such  items. 

2675  Offering  of  Indiana  obsoletes:  American  Bank,  Dover  Hill. 

IN-140:  ☆  $1.  G2a.  New  ☆  $2.  G4a.  New.  Citizens  Bank  of 
Gosport,  Gosport.  IN-200:  ☆  $1.  G2a.  Fine.  Commercial  Ex¬ 
change  Bank,  Terre  Haute.  IN-635.  Certificates  of  deposit. 
Not  listed  in  Haxby:  ☆  $1  (3).  Average  VF.  Punch  canceled  ☆ 
$2.  VF.  Punch  canceled  ☆  $5.  EF.  State  of  Indiana,  Gosport. 
Demand  note.  Not  listed  in  Haxby:  ☆  $2.  Fine,  light  stains. 
(Total:  9  pieces) 

Haxby  notes  that  the  Commercial  Exchange  Bank,  Terre  Haute,  was  a  pri¬ 
vate  bank  which  was  possibly  fraudulent.  The  only  known  paper  from  this 
bank  consists  of  certificates  of  deposit. 

2676  Iowa.  Treasurer  of  Lyons  City,  Iowa.  Municipal  scrip.  Not 
listed  in  Haxby:  ☆  $1  (41)  ☆  $2  (18)  ☆  $5  (15).  Each  note 
printed  in  black  with  value  overprint  in  red.  All  fully  issued 
and  redeemed.  Average  EF  to  New.  Lot  also  includes  original 
envelope  from  T.E.  Leon  8c  Co.,  in  which  the  notes  were 
found.  (Total:  74  notes,  1  envelope) 

Notes  engraved  by  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  &  Edson,  New  York. 

2677  Offering  of  obsolete  notes  from  three  different  states:  Iowa. 
Great  Western  Rail  Road  Co.,  Camanche.  Not  listed  in 
Haxby:  ☆  $2.  (5).  Average  Fine.  Punch  canceled.  Soldier’s 
Bounty  Warrant,  DeWitt.  Not  listed  in  Haxby:  ☆  $5.  Blue. 
New  ☆  $5.  Red  (2).  Both  New,  light  foxing.  Dubuque  Central 
Improvement  Company,  Dubuque.  Not  listed  in  Haxby:  ☆  $1. 
VF  ☆  $3.  VF,  hinged.  Nebraska.  Bank  of  DeSoto.  NE-25:  ☆  $1. 
G2c.  AU,  stained  ☆  $3.  G6c.  AU,  corner  fold.  City  of  Omaha 
municipal  scrip.  Not  listed  in  Haxby:  ☆  $1.  VF  $3.  Fine. 
Western  Exchange  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Co.,  Omaha 
City.  Not  listed  in  Haxby:  ☆  $1.  VF.  Minnesota.  The  Dayton 
Bank,  St.  Paul.  MN-135:  ☆  $1.  G2a  (3).  Average  AU  ☆  $2.  G4a. 
New  ☆  Partially  cut  remainder  sheet:  $1-1  -2-5 ,  G2a-2a-4a-6a. 
The  $2  and  $5  have  been  cut  from  the  sheet,  the  first  two  sub¬ 
jects  are  intact.  Average  AU.  (Total:  22  pieces;  23  subjects) 

2678  Grouping  of  obsolete  notes  from  four  different  states:  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Frankfort  Bank,  Frankfort.  KY-105:  "fr  $5.  G16.  New 
$10.  G18.  New.  Mississippi.  State  of  Mississippi,  Jackson. 
Cotton-Pledged.  Not  listed  in  Haxby:  ☆  $2.50.  Fine,  pinholes. 
Ohio.  Cincinnati  8c  Whitewater  Canal  Co.,  Cincinnati.  Not 
listed  in  Haxby:  ☆  $1.  VF  ☆  $3  (3).  VF  (2);  Fine.  Lebanon  Mi¬ 
ami  Banking  Co.,  Lebanon.  OH-255:  ☆  G16.  $5.  Issued  note 
dated  Jan.  19,  1815.  Fair,  roughness  at  edges.  Triangular  cut 
canceled.  Rare.  Ohio  River  Bank,  Marietta.  OH-275.  Non-exis¬ 
tent  bank,  all  notes  being  fantasy  issues:  ☆  $20.  G12.  VG,  small 
corner  missing.  Jefferson  Bank  of  New  Salem,  New  Salem. 
OH-335:  ☆  $1.  G12  (2).  Both  VG.  Tennessee.  Bank  of  East 
Tennessee,  Knoxville.  TN-55:  ☆  $1.  G82a.  VG  tr  $2.  G86a.  VG 
☆  $3.  G90a.  VG  ☆  $5.  G98a.  VG.  (Total:  15  pieces) 

2679  Quartette  of  scarce  Louisiana  scrip  issues,  not  listed  in 
Haxby:  D.J.  Hockersmith  8c  Co.,  New  Orleans:  ☆  $1.  Orange 
value  overprint.  VG,  some  roughness  at  edges.  Vicksburg, 
Shreveport  and  Texas  Rail  Road  Company,  Monroe.  1862:  ☆ 
$1.  Red  value  overprint  at  left.  EF,  light  foxing  ☆  50C  Red 
value  overprint  at  left  (2).  Both  New  with  light  foxing.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 

2680  Selection  of  New  England  obsoletes:  Maine.  Georgia  Lumber 
Company,  Portland.  Not  listed  in  Haxby:  ☆  $1.  AU,  minor  cor¬ 
ner  off,  just  touching  border  ☆  $2.  AU,  light  foxing.  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  People’s  Bank  of  Paterson,  Paterson.  NJ-438:  ☆  Cut  re¬ 
mainder  sheet:  $6-7-8-9,  G40-42-44-46.  Each  note  New  Pair 


of  remainder  sheets:  $6-7-8-9,  G40-42-44-46.  AU,  some  light 
folds  between  notes.  Commercial  Bank  of  New  Jersey,  Perth 
Amboy.  NJ-445:  ☆  $1.  G40a.  VG  ☆  $2.  G42a.  VG.  (Total:  10 
pieces;  16  subjects) 

2681  Selection  of  obsolete  Michigan  notes  and  scrip:  ☆  Adrian  In¬ 
surance  Company,  Adrian.  Not  listed  in  Haxby  (3)  ☆  Erie  and 
Kalamazoo  Railroad  Bank,  Adrian.  MI-10  (2)  ☆  Detroit  Bank, 
Detroit.  Ml-120  (2)  ☆  Central  Mining  Company,  Eagle  Har¬ 
bor.  Not  listed  in  Haxby.  Most  punch  canceled  (13)  ☆  Bay 
State  Mining  Company,  Eagle  River.  Not  listed  in  Haxby  ☆ 
Bank  of  Michigan,  Marshall.  MI-265  (7);  Uncut  remainder 
sheets  (2  sheets;  4  subjects)  ☆  River  Raisin  8c  Lake  Erie  Rail 
Road  Company,  Monroe.  Not  listed  in  Haxby.  Small  piece 
missing  from  corner.  Grades  range  from  Good  to  New,  the 
majority  being  Fine  or  better.  Some  with  roughness  at  edges. 
A  nice  lot  including  a  variety  of  types  and  denominations.  (To¬ 
tal:  30  pieces;  32  subjects) 

One  of  the  “wildest”  areas  for  issuing  bank  notes  was  the  state  of  Michi¬ 
gan,  which  was  essentially  unregulated  with  regard  to  its  banking  system, 
and  which  was  far  enough  away  from  such  commercial  centers  as  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York,  that  bankers  and  exchange  dealers  there 
often  had  no  clue  as  to  the  solvency  of  a  particular  institution. 

2682  Offering  of  high-grade  Michigan  obsolete  notes:  State  Bank 
of  Michigan,  Detroit.  MI-160:  ☆  $2.  G4a  (2).  Both  New  ☆  $3. 
G6a  (4).  Average  New,  one  with  minor  tear  ☆  $5.  G8a.  New. 
Merchants  and  Mechanics  Bank,  Monroe.  MI-275:  ☆  $5.  G14 
(5).  Average  New,  light  foxing  ☆  $5.  G14.  Partial  remainder 
sheet.  EF,  light  foxing  (1  sheet;  2  subjects)  ☆  $10.  G18.  AU, 
light  foxing.  Bank  of  Chippeway,  Sault  De  St.  Mary.  MI-395:  ☆ 
$2.  G2  (2).  New;  EF,  hinged  ☆  $3.  G4  (3).  Average  New,  light 
foxing  ☆  $5.  G6  (4).  Average  New,  two  with  pinholes  ☆  $10. 
G10  (4).  Average  New,  light  foxing;  one  with  pinholes.  (Total: 
27  pieces;  28  subjects) 

2683  Large  offering  of  Michigan  obsolete  notes:  Bank  of 
Washtenaw,  Ann  Arbor.  MI-50:  ☆  $1.  G2  (7).  Average  New  ☆ 
$2.  G6  (2).  New  and  AU  ☆  $3.  G10  (4).  Average  New  ☆  $5. 
G14  (5).  Average  AU  to  New  ☆  $10.  G16.  EF  ☆  $1.  G40.  AU  ☆ 
$1.  G40a.  VG  ☆  Peninsular  Bank,  Detroit.  MI-155:  ☆  $5.  G8c. 
Remainders  (3).  Average  New.  Bank  of  Manchester,  Manches¬ 
ter.  MI-250:  ☆  $2.  G2.  (2).  VF.  Cut  canceled;  Fine.  Uncanceled 

☆  $3.  G4  (5).  Average  VG.  Cut  canceled  (4);  VG.  Uncanceled 

☆  $5.  G6  (2).  Fine.  Cut  canceled;  Fine.  Uncanceled  ☆  $10.  G8 
(8).  Average  VG  to  Fine.  Cut  canceled  (7);  Fine.  Uncanceled. 
Tecumseh  Bank,  Tecumseh.  MI-440:  Quintette  of  uncut  re¬ 
mainder  sheets:  $l-l-3-5,  G2-2-4-6.  Average  EF.  (Total:  44 
pieces;  59  subjects) 

2684  New  Hampshire.  Piscataqua  Exchange  Bank.  NH-285:  ☆  $3. 
G6  (2).  A  curious  pair  of  notes  each  printed  on  pink  paper 
with  very  wide  margins.  Clearly  not  cut  from  larger  sheets.  Pos¬ 
sible  test  impressions.  Notes  grade  New,  though  a  fold  is  evi¬ 
dent  in  the  top  margin  of  each  ☆  $20.  G12  (10).  Each  note 
New,  two  with  light  corner  folds.  (Total:  12  pieces) 

2685  Selection  of  high-grade  Pennsylvania  notes:  Manual  Labor 
Bank,  Philadelphia.  PA-445:  ☆  $10.  G14  (2).  Both  New.  Berks 
County  Bank,  Reading.  PA-590:  ☆  $20.  G32.  New.  McKean 
County  Bank,  Smethport.  PA-625:  $5.  G6a.  Remainders  (10). 
Average  New.  Towanda  Bank,  Towanda.  I  A-650.  •-  $_0.  G10. 
VF.  (Total:  14  pieces) 

2686  Large  group  of  obsolete  notes  from  Virginia:  Bank  of 
Charleston,  Charleston.  VA-30:  ☆  $5.  G4a  (3).  Average  VG, 
one  with  corner  off.  Bank  of  Howardsville,  Howardsvillc.  \  A- 
105:  ☆  $1.  G22a.  Poor,  edge  tears.  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia, 
Norfolk.  VA-145:  ☆  $1.  G92  (2).  AG  and  VG.  Bank  of  Philippi, 
Philippi.  VA-165:  ☆  $5.  GlOa.  VF,  pinholes.  Traders  Bank, 
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Richmond.  YA-195:  ☆  $1.  G12  (3).  Fine  and  EF  (2).  Central 
Bank  of  Virginia,  Staunton.  VA-220:  ☆  $  1 .  G24  (11).  Average 
fine.  Bank  of  the  V' alley  in  Virginia.  VA-255:  ☆  $5.  G88a.  AG 
☆  $5.  G1 18a.  VG  ☆  $5.  G220.  VG  ☆  $10.  G90a.  AG.  Punch 
canceled  ☆  $20.  G72  (3).  Average  VG  ☆  $20.  G224.  Fine.  Bank 
of  Winchester,  Winchester.  VA-260:  ☆  $50.  G8  (2).  AU  and 
EF.  (Total:  31  pieces) 

Numismatic  Americana  (Leon  Estate) 

Catalogue  holders  who  are  interested  in  American  numis¬ 
matic  history'  would  do  well  to  read  carefully  the  following 
pages,  as  many  unique  items  are  offered,  and  the  passport  is 
given  to  a  virtual  excursion  in  an  early  era  of  our  hobby.  The 
cataloguer  (QDB)  has  pointed  a  few  things  out  here  and  there, 
but  to  do  complete  justice  to  everything  would  be  tantamount 
to  writing  a  large  book  on  the  pieces  offered. 


Mint  Letter  Regarding  1907  Gold  Proofs 


2687  Typed  letter,  November  2-3,  1907,  from  T.L.  Comparette, 
Philadelphia  Mint,  to  T.E.  Leon.  In  view  of  the  incredible  nu¬ 
mismatic  importance  of  the  text  we  reprint  it  herewith: 

“No  Proofs  of  the  new  coins  will  be  struck  this  year  I  am  assured;  I 
am  also  assured  that  it  will  probably  prove  impossible  to  strike  the  new 
design  in  Proof.  The  field  of  the  piece  you  will  notice  is  not  smooth 
but  has  a  clouded  effect.  I  have  suggested  a  sand-blast  finish  for  spe¬ 
cial  distribution  instead  of  the  Proof.  You  will  recall  the  English  coins 
so  treated.  To  my  notion  it  is  a  better  finish. 

“I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  new  Treasury  notes.  For  that  informa¬ 
tion  you  will  have  to  apply  to  Washington.” 

T.  Louis  Comparette,  Ph.D.,  was  appointed  curator  of  the  Numismatic 
Cabinet  of  the  United  States  Mint  at  Philadelphia  in  1905.  He  was  well 
suited  for  the  job,  and  in  short  order  became  well  known  in  numismatic 
circles.  For  example,  in  the  March  1906  issue  of  The  Numismatist  his  article, 
"On  the  Utility  of  a  Cabinet  of  Historic  Coins,”  told  about  the  formation  of 
the  Mint  Cabinet  in  1838  and  its  growth  to  the  point  at  which  it  currently 
numbered  about  15,000  pieces.  In  1912  his  book.  Catalogue  of  Coins,  Tokens, 
and  Medals  in  the  Numismatic  Collection  of  the  Mint  of  United  States  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa,  saw  print,  with  further  editions  published  in  1913  and  1914.  At  a 
memorable  dinner  at  Engel’s  Chop  House,  West  35th  Street,  New  York 
City,  February  22,  1922,  local  dealer  Thomas  L.  Elder  gave  a  program  for 
collectors.  Speakers  included  such  numismatic  luminaries  as  Comparette, 
Carl  Wurt/bach,  Russell  Drowne,  Albert  R.  Frey,  and  Frank  C.  Higgins. 

Relative  to  the  present  oftering  from  the  T.E.  Leon  Estate,  the  letter  of¬ 
fered  relates  to  the  new  Saint-Gaudens  gold  coins  of  1907.  The  subject  spe- 
1 1 fir  ally  seemed  to  have  been  the  $  10  piece  (rather  than  the  $20).  By  Novem¬ 
ber  23,  the  new  Indian  I  lead  $  10  was  well  known  to  numismatists  and  muc  h 
discussion  harl  occurred  concerning  it. 

It  has  long  been  a  suh|er  t  of  numismatic  r  ontention  as  to  whether  Proofs 


were  struck  of  this  issue.  Regarding  the  Indian  $10  variety  with  wire  rim,  in 
our  cataloguing  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection  coin  we  noted  the  following: 
“For  many  years  numismatists  have  continually  been  debating  whether  top 
grade  specimens  should  be  classified  as  ‘Proof  or  ‘Uncirculated.’  The  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins  prices  coins  in  both  grades.  All  specimens  are 
from  unfinished  dies  which  show  under  low  magnification  a  myriad  of 
raised  lines,  loops,  and  swirls.  Abe  Kosoff  has  written  that  ‘all  specimens 
from  this  die  are  Proofs...  there  are  no  Uncirculated  coins.’  Others  with 
equal  conviction  have  divided  them  into  Uncirculated  and  Proof  classifica¬ 
tions,  possibly  not  having  two  different  specimens  on  hand  at  a  single  time 
to  verify  such  a  difference.”  The  present  writer  (QDB)  called  the  Eliasberg 
coin  Matte  Proof-67.  Regarding  the  variety  with  rolled  edge  and  periods,  the 
Eliasberg  coin  was  graded  as  having  a  Matte  Proof-67  obverse  and  Matte 
Proof-65  reverse.  That  said,  we  then  went  on  to  discuss  the  Proof  “situation” 
in  the  Eliasberg  catalogue: 

“Again  the  distinction  between  Uncirculated  and  Proof  issues  is  not  well 
defined,  with  The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  to  cite  one  reference,  des¬ 
ignating  the  preservation  of  the  42  pieces  as  Proofs,  while  David  Akers,  in 
the  following  quotation,  indicates  that  some  business  strikes  were  saved  as 
well  as  a  few  Proofs:  ‘The  number  saved  from  the  melting  pot  is  unknown 
but  it  probably  was  on  the  order  of  40  to  50  pieces.  Most  of  them  are  very 
high  quality  and  a  number  are  superb.  In  addition,  a  few  of  the  Proofs  are 
also  known,  perhaps  as  many  as  four  or  five.’ 

“In  view  of  the  situation  where  not  even  the  experts  agree,  the  present 
cataloguer  states  that  in  his  opinion  the  present  piece  is  a  Proof,  but  this 
cannot  be  absolutely  guaranteed  as  the  state  of  the  art  is  such  that  a  more 
precise  definition  is  not  possible.  Prospective  bidders  are  encouraged  to  for¬ 
mulate  their  own  opinions. 

"Considering  the  coin  as  a  Proof,  a  comparison  with  David  Akers’  auction 
citations  reveal  only  three  Proofs  marketed  during  the  past  60  years  and  26 
Uncirculated  coins,  including  duplications.” 

The  Comparette  letter  seems  to  indicate  that  as  of  November  23,  1907,  no 
Proofs  of  any  kind  had  been  produced  of  the  $10. 

Accompanying  the  Comparette  letter  are  two  sets  of  photographs,  the 
first  depicting  the  obverse  of  the  1907  $10  with  “collar  around  edge” 
(“rounded  rim”  we  call  it  today),  the  other  depicting  “wire  edge”  (“wire  rim” 
we  call  it  today).  The  reverses  are  also  shown.  These  are  the  early  varieties 
with  periods  before  and  after  the  reverse  legend.  Inked  prices  are  given  be¬ 
low  each,  $80  for  the  “collar  around  edge”  version  and  $20  for  the  “wire 
edge.”  Although  we  have  no  way  of  confirming  this,  it  would  seem  that  these 
pictures  were  sent  by  Comparette  with  the  letter  (reference:  “The  field  of 
the  piece  you  will  notice  is  not  smooth...”).  The  Mint  was  very  much  in  the 
“coin  business”  at  the  time,  and  it  seems  to  have  funneled  many  items  for 
sale  through  favored  dealer  Henry  Chapman  of  Philadelphia.  However, 
other  dealers  may  have  distributed  examples  as  well.  No  doubt  $80  and  $20 
represent  respective  prices  for  which  Leon  could  purchase  these  coins 
through  Comparette. 

Relating  as  it  does  to  the  landmark  Saint-Gaudens  coinage  of  1907,  the 
question  of  Proof  finish  and  two  important  American  rarities,  the  present 
suite  of  three  items— one  letter  and  two  sets  of  photographs— will  no  doubt 
find  a  home  in  either  an  advanced  collection  or  museum. 

(Total:  3  pieces) 


The  Granberg  File 

Correspondence  with  T.E.  Leon 

2688  Group  of  items  relating  to  H.O.  Granberg,  the  well-known 
Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  numismatist  who  in  the  early  20th  cen¬ 
tury  formed  one  of  the  greatest  cabinets  in  America  (owning 
such  rarities  as  the  1804  silver  dollar  and  1885  trade  dollar, 
among  many  others).  The  file  includes  the  following  items, 
condition  Fine  or  so,  most  showing  traces  of  water  staining 
and  dampness  from  years  ago: 

•  Letter  from  Granberg  on  stationery  showing  copper  ore  and  a  copper 
ingot,  titled  “Office  of  H.O.  Granberg,  selected  copper  properties  and 
Stemp  Springs  Coal  8c  Power  Company,  Battle  Lake  Mining  District,  Car¬ 
bon  County,  Wyoming.”  Mention  was  made  on  the  letterhead  of  mines 
named  Pluto,  Anchoria,  Jack  Pot,  Azurite,  Independence,  and  Oshkosh- 
Wyoming— business  conducted  from  55  High  Street,  Oshkosh.  Dated  Febru¬ 
ary  3,  1908,  to  Leon,  the  letter  in  Granberg’s  hand  acknowledged  receipt  of 
a  book  and  enclosed  a  draft.  This  question  was  posed:  “When  can  vou  locate 
the  1802  Uncirculated  half  dime?  Anything  new  in  the  line  of  Pioneer  or 
Mormon  gold?”  Further:  “I  enclose  your  stock  certificate  for  300  shares  and 
have  canceled  the  one  for  1,000  shares.  I  have  also  canceled  the  John 
Templeton  certificate..."  Apparently,  ( ’.ranberg  was  on  a  seari  h  foi  the  I  lob 
Grail,  an  Uncirculated  1802  half  dime,  not  knowing  that  such  a  piece  was 
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not  known  to  exist  (nor  has  such  a  piece  come  on  the  market  since).  Letter 
slightly  torn  at  top,  but  intact.  Waterstained. 

•  Handwritten  letter  from  Granberg  (1004  Michigan  Street,  Oshkosh)  to 

T. E.  Leon,  December  15,  1909,  on  stationery  of  The  Hahns  Peak  Gold  Min¬ 
ing  and  Milling  Company,  office  formerly  at  55  High  Street  in  Oshkosh, 
now  relocated  to  Michigan  Street.  “Mine  located  at  Hahns  Peak,  Routt 
County,  Colorado.”  Granberg  was  secretary-treasurer  of  the  firm  and  a  di¬ 
rector.  Apparently,  Leon  had  furnished  some  currency  notes  to  Granberg, 
and  Granberg  enclosed  a  draft  for  $15  in  payment— one  would  suspect  the 
transaction  involving  pieces  at  face  value  sent  as  a  courtesy.  The  text  went 
on  to  note:  "Have  had  a  busy  and  arduous  summer  at  the  mines.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  30  The  Hahns  Peak  Mine  broke  into  ore  and  on  Nov.  30  and  on  Dec.  4th 
we  had  cut  through  16  feet  of  it  and  no  end  yet.  The  mines  are  constantly 
improving  and  I  feel  under  present  numismatic  conditions  it  is  highly  advis¬ 
able  to  devote  all  of  my  energies  to  our  mines.  Wishing  you  a  Merry  Christ¬ 
mas  and  a  successful  and  prosperous  New  Year..."  One  might  infer  from 
this  letter  that  “present  numismatic  conditions”  referred  to  a  slow  market, 
this  being  the  aftermath  of  the  financial  upset  of  1907. 

•  Form  letter  signed  by  Granberg,  December  21,  1909,  telling  wonderful 
stories  of  the  Hahns  Peak  Mine,  concluding  with  this  sentence:  “I  sincerely 
recommend  this  stock  at  75  cents  a  share  as  a  extraordinary  good  purchase, 
which  will  pay  well  and  begin  to  earn  at  an  early  date.” 

•  Handwritten  letter  from  Granberg,  Christmas  Day,  December  25,  1909, 
on  Hahns  Peak  Gold  Mining  stationery.  The  numismatic  content  includes 
the  following:  “I  regret  you  should  go  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  sending 
me  the  slug  [$50  octagonal  gold  coin]  and  the  sheet  of  notes.  I  have  several 
1852  United  States  Assay  slugs  claimed  at  the  time  of  purchase  to  have  been 
the  finest  known.  1  have  purchased  three  slugs  on  this  classification,  and  as 
there  seems  to  be  one  offered  now  and  then,  1  have  positively  decided  to 
wait  and  see  how  good  they  will  be  in  a  couple  of  years  [comment  relating  to 
their  investment  potential].  As  to  the  collection  of  coins  generally,  it  is  out 
of  the  question  fpr  me  or  anyone  to  try  to  acquire  a  fine  or  complete  collec¬ 
tion  along  any  line.  I  have  decided  I  will  not  collect  anything  at  the  fancy 
prices  asked  for  rarities  now.  Should  a  change  occur  by  which  a  private  col¬ 
lector  could  get  half  a  show,  in  the  next  couple  years  I  might  be  tempted  to 
enter  the  field  again.  Slug  and  sheet  returned  by  Wells,  Fargo  Express  Com¬ 
pany.”  It  seems  that  at  the  time  Granberg  was  uncertain  about  the  future  of 
the  rare  coin  market,  and  was  holding  back.  Concerning  the  $50  pieces,  the 
first  decade  of  the  20th  century  saw  many  remarkable  examples  cross  the 
auction  block  and  also  trade  privately,  including  coins  from  the  remarkable 
cabinet  of  Andrew  Zabriskie  and  pieces  from  the  estate  of  Augustus 
Humbert  (who  was  responsible  for  the  coinage  of  many  of  the  pieces  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  in  the  early  1850s).  As  it  turned  out,  Granberg  did  not  stay  away  from 
coins  for  long.  He  had  been  irrevocably  bitten  by  the  “coin  bug,”  and  during 
the  coming  decade  he  was  to  be  more  active  than  ever. 

•  Form  letter  dated  July  16,  1910,  signed  by  Granberg,  the  inked-in  ad¬ 
dressee  being  Leon.  More  hype  was  transmitted,  including  news  of  “a  won¬ 
derful  discovery”  of  a  mine  “15  feet  wide  with  very  rich  ore.”  Further,  “the 
time  has  come  when  the  Hahns  Peak  will  be  recognized  as  one  of  excep¬ 
tional  merit.”  Meanwhile,  there  was  still  an  opportunity  to  buy  stock: 
“Hahns  Peak  stock  is  being  sought  after  by  the  most  experienced  mine  in¬ 
vestors.  We  received  an  order  for  $5,000  worth  of  Hahns  Peak  stock  from 
the  vice  president  of  the  famous  Calumet  &  Arizona  Copper  Mine.  He  is 
one  of  the  shrewdest  as  well  as  the  most  successful  of  mining  men  in 
America.  It  speaks  well  for  our  mind  to  have  him  invest  with  us...” 

•  Carbon  copy  of  letter  from  Leon  to  Granberg  on  the  back  of  an  other¬ 
wise  unused  sheet  of  Leon’s  stationery  (which  featured  a  Clark,  Gruber  & 
Company  $20  of  1860  of  the  Pikes  Peak  motif).  Leon  proclaimed  that  he 
was  a  “Deajer  in  United  States  and  Foreign  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins, 

U. S.  Fractional  Currency,  and  Early  U.S.  Greenbacks."  This  is  a  letter  from 
Leon’s  office  (at  143  North  Dearborn  Street,  Room  20)  typed  by  “A.M.”  in 
Leon’s  absence.  The  letter  stated  that  he  had  received  some  [Swedish]  cop¬ 
per  plate  money  from  Granberg.  “Are  we  to  understand  that  your  prices  for 
the  Swedish  plate  money,  medals,  and  Masonic  pennies  are  per  your  state¬ 
ment  sent  Mr.  Brand?  Just  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Leon  who  was 
downeast  at  this  time;  expects  to  return  Monday  or  Tuesday  next  week.  He 
wishes  me  to  advise  you  that  he  will  make  a  full  report  to  you  on  his  return. 
As  I  expect  Mr.  Leon,  on  his  return,  will  run  up  to  Oshkosh  to  see  you,  will 
you  please  let  me  know  by  return  mail  if  you  can  have  your  collection  of  fine 
U.S.  cents,  together  with  the  other  gold  pieces  (California  fractional)  ready 
for  him?...”  It  seems  from  the  content  of  this  letter  that  Leon  was  about  to 
arrange  a  transaction  on  behalf  of  his  patron,  Brand. 


•  Letter  from  Granberg  to  Leon,  August  31,  1920,  on  stationery  which 
noted  that  Granberg  dealt  in  stocks,  bonds  &  mortgages  and  did  business 
from  Room  3,  Algonia  Building,  Oshkosh.  Granberg  seeks  to  sell  a  bunch  of 

stuff,  including  a  large  frame  of  old  and  rare  stamps"  for  which  he  paid 
$300,  a  similar  ftame  of  fractional  currency  with  rare  autographic  signa¬ 
tures  in  addition  to  the  regulat  pieces  on  the  shields,  and  contains  twice  as 
many,  all  set  between  plate  glass;  this  was  bought  from  R.W.  Grans  of  Iowa 
for  $150,”  some  Chinese  coins,  etc.  Further,  “You,  who  have  access  to  the 
names  of  wealthy  collectors  of  historical  and  public  documents,  may  find 
me  a  buyer  for  an  autographed  signature  of  Go.  Washington,  signed  as 
president  of  the  order  of  the  Cincinnati,  the  31st  of  October,  1785...". 

•  Letter  from  Granberg  to  Leon,  October  30,  1910,  in  Granberg’s  hand 
on  official  stationery  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  with  his 
name  imprinted  in  red  ink  via  rubber  stamp.  Granberg  discusses  one-year 
and  two-year  interest-bearing  $20  and  $50  notes,  suggesting  that  a  $20 
might  be  worth  "double  face  and  the  $50  about  $75.  We'll  be  glad  to  get 
them.” 

•  Typed  invoice  from  Granberg  to  Leon,  September  23,  1920,  including  a 
wonderful  run  of  U.S.  gold  Proof  sets  of  all  dates  1882  to  1908(1).  The  coins 
bore  a  total  face  value  of  $1,044.50  for  the  itemization,  and  were  delivered 
and  sold  for  $2,500.  Included  were  such  remarkable  years  as  the  1883  and 
1884  (with  the  landmark  $20  pieces,  1886,  etc.  Under  1907  it  says  “1907  St. 
Gaudens  wire  edge  $20  substituted  for  the  plain  one).  Significantly,  this 
piece  must  have  been  considered  a  Proof  by  Granberg,  as  it  was  so  invoiced. 
As  is  the  case  with  the  $10  piece,  the  exact  status  of  the  Saint-Gaudens  High 
Relief  $20  issues  has  been  a  matter  of  opinion. 

•  Memorandum  from  Leon  to  Granberg,  August  12,  1920,  typed  and  with 
pencil  notations  and  calculations  referring  to  $1  gold  pieces  of  1863  and 
1875,  $3  of  1873,  a  complete  gold  Proof  set  of  1866  ($175;  not  purchased, 
but  returned  to  Granberg),  and  a  Clark,  Gruber  $20  of  1860  ($1,000,  kept 
and  sold  by  Leon). 

•  Typed  letter  from  Granberg  to  Leon,  August  11,  1920,  accompanied  by 
stamped  Special  Delivery  envelope.  Granberg  proposes  to  arrive  by  train  in 
Chicago  and  show  Leon  “what  I  have”— presumably  some  coins. 

•  Two  certificates,  filled  in  in  ink  (largely  faded)  for  100  and  400  shares  of 
the  Hahns  Peak  Gold  Mining  and  Milling  Company,  bearing  Leon’s  name. 

Note:  Additional  items  relating  to  Granberg  will  be  found  as 
part  of  Lot  2706.  (Total:  12  pieces) 

2689  Alexander  &  Company,  Boston,  October  10,  1910.  small-size 
catalogue  of  “Fourth  Mail  Auction  Sale”  comprising  335  num¬ 
bered  lots  (plus  a  few  fractional  numbers  inserted).  Accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  somewhat  tattered  envelope  addressed  to  Leon.  Of¬ 
fered  were  quite  a  few  choice  and  interesting  United  States 
coins  inaugurated  by  an  1851  $50  octagonal  gold  “slug”  of 
Augustus  Humbert.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2690  Letter  from  Leon  to  his  wife  Marie  at  421  North  Taylor  Street, 
South  Bend,  Indiana,  where  she  was  staying  while  her  sons 
went  to  Notre  Dame  University.  Penned  on  three  pages  on  sta¬ 
tionery  of  The  Hollenden,  one  of  Cleveland’s  premier  hotels 
(associated  with  the  Holden  family,  although  this  is  not  men¬ 
tioned).  Leon  relates  that  he  had  spent  a  busy  week  in  New 
York  attending  an  auction  sale  which  he  found  “very  interest¬ 
ing  and  tiresome  work,  but  very  lonesome  to  be  there  a  whole 
week  without  someone  you  love  to  spend  your  time  with.  1  he 
event  proved  to  be  a  business  success,  and  Leon  noted:  “1  was 
very  successful  at  both  sales.  I  bought  over  three  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  worth  of  coins  for  Mr.  Brand  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  Raymond 
Dec.  4th,  Elder’s  Dec.  6-7  and  quite  a  lot  more  on  Wall  Street, 
and  at  other  coin  shops.  I  am  just  loaded  down  with  two  very 
heavy  sacks  and  very  anxious  to  get  back  to  Chicago  and  un¬ 
load  what  I  have  bought  on  Mr.  Brand  s  table...  (  1  otal.  2 
pieces,  letter  and  accompanying  envelope) 
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M.E.  Hart 

Advertising  Circular 

2691  M.E.  Hart  advertising  circular 
(reproduced  herewith,  actual 

size).  For  many  years  M.E.  Hart’s 
“Coins  of  the  Golden  West”  had 
been  known  to  numismatists. 
Such  pieces  were  sold  as  souve¬ 
nirs  at  various  expositions  early 
in  the  present  century.  However, 
little  in  the  wray  of  specific  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  their  distri¬ 
bution  has  ever  reached  print. 
The  accompanying  reproduction 
will  be  of  interest  to  numismatic 
historians  as  it  gives  complete 
details.  The  notice  is  probably 
circa  1915-1916. 


COINS  of  the  GOLDEN  WEST 


In  pioneer  days  the  "Golden  West"  had 
and  *1  coins  made  from  native 
'-old.  These  pieces  are  now  ran1  and  sell 
from  $2  to  *10  each,  when  obtainable. 

The  threat  interest  and  novelty  asso¬ 
ciated  with  these  original  pieces  has  made 
a  demand  which  is  supplied  bv  the  scries 
here  oliered,  all  of  which  are  artistic  de¬ 
signs,  well  struck,  and  guaranteed  solid 
10T\  native  gold. 


No.  Description  Shape 

S‘* 

$1 

Set 

1 

Alaska  M  iner . Round 

.40 

.7  A 

1.50 

2.50 

•» 

Alaska -Indian  .  ** 

.40 

.75 

1.50 

2.50 

:t 

AlnsknKsqnimn  ....  “ 

.10 

50 

1 .0(1 

1 .75 

l 

California  Minerva 

:;n 

.50 

1 .00 

1  .75 

5 

Californin-Indinn  ... 

.30 

50 

1  .0(1 

1.75 

0 

Iduho-Indian  .  *■* 

.30 

.50 

1  .00 

1  .75 

1 

Montana  Indian  .  “ 

.30 

50 

1  .oo 

1.75 

< 

Oregon- Indian  . 

.30 

50 

1 .110 

1.75 

<) 

Wasliington-Indian  “ 

.30 

50 

1.00 

1.75 

1  n 

Alaska- Indian  .  .  .Octagonal 

.40 

75 

1.25 

•J  •)*) 

l  l 

California  Minerva 

.  10 

7  5 

1.25 

2  25 

12 

<  'alifornial  ndian 

.  Id 

75 

1.25 

2.25 

<  •<> 

inidete  California  Series,  Nos.  4. 
12  varieties  . 

5.  1  1 

and 

12. 

$ 

7  50 

<  u 

inplctc  Alaska  Series.  Nos.  1. 
12  varieties  . 

2.  3 

and 

10, 

S.5o 

I  he  entire  series,  26  varieties.  S20.no. 
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COINS 
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2692  Handwritten  letter  from  Leon  to  his  wife  Marie,  four  sides  of  a 
folded  double  page,  November  4,  1918,  written  from  Leon’s 
office  at  1622  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago,  to  Marie  at  202 
South  Scott  Street,  South  Bend,  Indiana.  Leon  relates  that  he 
had  been  very  busy  lately,  too  much  so  to  make  his  planned 
Kansas  City  trip.  Further  on  personal  business,  “I  received  a 
bill  and  statement  for  the  children’s  tuition  at  Notre  Dame  and 
1  turned  it  over  to  Mr.  B  [Virgil  Brand]  for  his  approval,  and  he 
will  take  care  of  it  in  a  few  days.  He  has  been  very  busy  the  last 
few  days  looking  over  and  checking  up  the  lots  bought  at  auc¬ 
tion  by  me  in  the  East.  He  was  very  well  pleased  with  my  pur¬ 
chases  of  coins  made  for  him...”  Philosophizing  on  a  later 
page,  Leon  cautions  his  wife  to  “take  good  care  of  yourself  and 
don’t  worry.  Try  and  be  happy  all  the  time  and  look  happy  as 
we  have  things  pretty  easy  now  (I  am  tapping  wood  when  I  say 
this),  as  compared  to  a  great  many  who  don’t  have  much  of 
anything  in  this  world  but  trouble.”  Further,  “Try  and  get  out 
ever)'  day  if  you  can— as  long  as  the  weather  permits.  We  are  all 
looking  for  the  war  to  come  to  an  end  this  month.  It  looks  that 
way  now  with  Austria  out  of  it.  I  don’t  see  how  Germany  can 
keep  it  up  much  longer...”  (Total:  2  pieces,  letter  and  accompa¬ 
nying  envelope) 

2693  Handwritten  letter  from  Leon  to  wife  Marie,  December  13, 
1918,  2-1/2  pages.  Personal  matters  are  discussed,  including: 
“I  must  say  that  after  looking  over  Albert’s  and  Henry’s  report 
they  are  not  showing  any  improvement  in  their  studies  [at 
Notre  Dame]  and  I  wish  you  would  tell  them  that  I  am  not  at 
all  pleased  with  this  kind  of  report  and  that  they  will  have  to 
study  much  better  and  show  that  they  can  and  will  do  better, 
or  it  is  of  no  use  of  their  staying  in  college,  if  they  cannot  do 
better;  that  they  will  have  to  improve  is  sure.  Further:  “I  had  a 
very  successful  trip  in  the  East.  I  was  very  successful  at  the  auc¬ 
tion  sales  and  my  purchases  for  the  two  days’  sale  pleased  Mr. 
Brand  very  much...”  The  accompanying  envelope  is  from  Chi¬ 
cago  Coin  Company  with  a  typed  in  new  address  of  143  North 
Dearborn  Street.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

Although  Virgil  Brand  officially  severed  his  connection  with  the  Chicago 
Coin  Company  in  1915,  the  firm  set  up  by  Leon  and  Brand  was  continued 
by  Leon  for  a  number  of  years  thereafter. 

2694  Hand-signed  typed  letter  from  Leon  to  his  wife  Marie,  from 
Chicago  to  South  Bend,  December  18,  1918.  Leon  relates  that 
he  has  been  kept  busy  on  several  fronts.  After  visiting  with 
Marie  and  the  children  in  South  Bend  he  was  delayed  in  his 
train  trip,  not  arriving  in  Chicago  until  2:30  a.m.  “I  can  tell  you 
we  were  pretty  tired.  I  sure  did  enjoy  Christmas  Day,  dearie, 
with  you  and  the  children;  so  did  Mollie.”  Leon  related  that  he 
“went  out  to  see  Mr.  Stevens  at  the  hospital  on  the  North  Side 
(this  was  S.C.  Stevens,  the  well-known  Chicago  coin  dealer). 
He  noted- further  that  a  letter  from  daughter  Emilie  had  been 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Brand  and:  “I  had  a  very  pleasant  visit  with 
Mr.  Brand  yesterday,  and  it  certainly  pleased  him  very  much 
when  I  related  to  him  how  proud  and  happy  Emilie  was  of  her 
ring...  Isn’t  it  a  wonderful  blessing  to  have  a  friend  as  good  and 
true  as  he  is?...”  Included  in  the  same  lot  is  what  apparently  is  a 
draft  of  a  poem  that  he  enjoyed.  Written  by  Edgar  A.  Guest,  it 
read  as  follows: 

I’m  wishing  at  this  Christmas  time  that  I  could  but  repay 

A  portion  of  the  gladness  that  you ’ve  strewn  along  my  way; 

And  could  I  have  one  wish  this  year,  this  only  would  it  be: 

I’d  like  to  be  the  sort  of  friend  that  you  have  been  to  me. 

(Total:  3  pieces) 

2695  Handwritten  letter  from  T.  Leon,  Chicago,  to  his  wife  Marie  in 
South  Bend,  February  11,  1919.  Excerpt:  “I  only  just  returned 
f  rom  New  York  where  9  solid  days  I  worked  attending  auction 
sales— I  was  so  very  busy  that  I  did  not  have  time  to  luncheon 
but  once  in  the  9  days  and  was  too  busy  even  then  to  write  you 
or  my  office  in  this  time.  I  came  home  by  way  of  Fort  Wayne, 


Ind.,  where  1  stopped  for  a  day  to  estimate  the  Leslie  Hills  Col¬ 
lection,  and  bought  it  for  Mr.  Brand  for  $642.00-a  very  fine 
collection  of  U.S.  cents.  He  was  very  well  pleased  with  it... 
Since  my  return  heie  I  have  kept  so  busy  unpacking  express 
packages  from  New  York,  and  answering  back  mail  that  1  have 
yet  to  get  a  good  night’s  rest,  and  together  with  finding  an  of¬ 
fice  for  me  to  move  to,  as  I  must  vacate  this  office  [143  North 
Dearborn  Street]  by  the  first  of  March...  You  must  try  and  find 
a  better  place  for  you  and  the  children  to  live  in.  Don’t  let  any¬ 
thing  worry  you,  dearie.  1  find  it  best  to  let  the  other  people  do 
the  worry  ing,  as  long  as  you  do  right  you  do  not  have  to  worry' 
about  anything...  With  fine  spring  weather  coming  soon  we 
will  all  feel  much  better,  and  more  like  working.  If  I  could  only 
sell  69th  Street  property  I  would  then  buy  a  little  place  in  S. 
Bend,  which  would  put  a  stop  to  moving  all  the  time,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  unreasonable  people...  Well,  my  dearie,  it  is  needless 
for  me  to  say  that  I  miss  you  a  great  deal  and  feel  quite  lone¬ 
some  for  you  and  the  children  at  times,  but  I  hope  that  some¬ 
day  we  will  have  a  home  where  we  can  all  be  together  again...” 

Accompanying  this  lot  are  two  ledger  sheets  filled  out  by 
hand,  signed  “Paid  in  full”  by  Les  Hills.  The  cent  collection  was 
listed  at  $237.94  and  not  itemized.  Other  coins  included  addi¬ 
tional  cents,  patterns,  colonials,  commemoratives,  and  scrip 
notes.  At  the  bottom  the  sworn  statement  is  made  by  Leslie  W. 
Hills  that  he  has  packed  and  shipped  the  items  on  February  7, 

•  1919.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2696  Typed  draft  and  notes  for  a  convention  program  for  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  Chicago,  beginning  Au¬ 
gust  23,  1920— with  numerous  penciled  notes,  cross-outs,  etc., 
seemingly  prepared  by  Theophile  E.  Leon.  Instructions  are 
given  for  the  printer  to  insert  illustrations,  etc.  At  the  bottom 
appears  a  signature  of  J.  Henri  Ripstra  [well-known  Chicago 
numismatic  personality,  artist  and  engraver,  scoundrel  to 
some,  numismatic  saint  to  others].  Typed  on  the  reverse  of 
two  separate  pieces  of  Chicago  Coin  Company  stationery.  (To¬ 
tal:  2  pieces) 

2697  Handwritten  letter  from  Horace  L.  Brand  to  T.E.  Leon,  July 
14,  1926,  black-bordered  paper  and  accompanying  black-bor¬ 
dered  envelope  thanking  Leon  for  “Your  floral  offering  and 
your  oft  expressed  sympathy  on  Virgil’s  only  too  early  and  to 
us  so  sudden  death.  We  too  loved  Virgil  and  that  will  be  a 
bond  between  us.  He  was  a  just  man,  a  good  man,  and  a  Brand 
thru  and  thru  hating  hypocrisy  and  untoward  display.  Grate¬ 
fully.  Horace  Brand.”  Accompanying  the  lot  is  another  black- 
bordered  envelope  with  a  black-bordered  printed  sympathy 
notice  bearing  the  names  of  brothers  Horace  and  Armin.  (To¬ 
tal:  4  pieces) 

2698  File  of  five  items  variously  dated  October  11,  1926  (2  pieces), 
April  7,  and  April  21,  1927,  and  one  undated  with  two  enve¬ 
lopes.  Virgil  Brand  had  died,  and  Horace  L.  Brand,  co-executor 
of  brother  Virgil’s  estate,  demands  that  “  Hieophline  Leon  pay 
up  on  three  entry  ledgers  found  in  one  of  V  irgil  s  cash  books, 
amounting  to  $147,  including  two  bottles  of  capsules  foi  $3! 
Apparently  Horace  did  not  care  about  his  former  brothei  s 
friends,  as  Leon  protested:  “I  am  surprised  that  you,  knowing 
me  and  my  relation  to  your  brother,  should  persist  in  annoying 
me  with  the  supposed  claim  against  me.  I  have  told  you  fre- 
quendy  that  I  do  not  owe  the  claim  and  I  do  not.  Leon  had  de¬ 
nied  the  claim  and  hoped  that  his  statement  would  end  the  mat¬ 
ter,  but  Horace  Brand  demanded  an  affidavit.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

A  related  item  concerning  pills  bought  from  Brand  will  be  found  under 
Lot  2706. 

2699  April  20,  1928  form  letter,  signed  in  ink  by  Ezra  Meeker,  to 
members  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  soliciting 
interest  in  the  forthcoming  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Associa- 
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tion  commemorative  half  dollars.  At  the  top  of  the  letterhead 
is  a  map  of  the  United  States  showing  the  National  Road  and, 
beginning  in  the  Midwest,  the  Oregon  Trail.  Generally  Fine 
condition. 

Meeker,  who  had  traveled  the  trail  “With  my  wife  and  babe  in  1852,”  was 
at  the  advanced  age  of  90  years,  and  enjoyed  the  commemorative  of  this  his¬ 
toric  thoroughfare  through  the  wilderness.  He  suggests  in  the  letter  that  “as 
time  passes  the  memory  of  the  Pioneers  becomes  more  and  more  precious, 
and  in  turn  the  coins  carry  more  sentiment  and  become  of  greater  value  to 
your  coin  collection.  The  coins  are  minted  at  Philadelphia  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  it  may  transpire  that  you  will  want  one  of  each  mint  for  your  col¬ 
lection.” 

2700  Typed  letter  from  Freas  Styer,  superintendent  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint,  to  Leon,  July  12,  1928,  advising  that  “but  10,000 
pieces  of  the  Captain  Cook  commemorative  half  dollars  were 
struck.  They  are  available  from  the  Bank  of  Hawaii,  Ltd., 
Honolulu,  Hawaii  at  $2  each,  and  will  be  on  sale,  if  the  supply 
is  not  exhausted,  until  August  21,  1928...”  Accompanying  this 
are  carbon  copies  of  letters  Leon  sent  to  the  Bank  of  Hawaii 
on  July  14  and  August  1  ordering  five  pieces.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2701  Two  copies  of  The  Numismatist,  July  1930,  together  with  an  in¬ 
voice  for  six  duplicate  copies  sent  by  Frank  G.  Duffield,  pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  journal.  A  note  on  one  says  “Dad’s  obituary,  June 
8,  1930.”  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2702  Miscellany:  ☆  Auction  sale  addressed  to  Leon  by  Spink  Sc  Son, 

London,  for  a  Glendining  event  scheduled  for  May  1931— ap¬ 
parently,  Spink  was  not  aware  of  Leon’s  death.  Metallic  em¬ 
bossed  postcard  made  in  Germany  circa  1902,  bearing  United 
States  coin  denomination  of  that  date,  from  the  cent  to  the 
$20.  (Total:  3  pieces)  (Est.  $75-150) 

2703  A  mini  trove  of  Leon-iana  including  different  varieties  of  busi¬ 

ness  cards  with  varying  addresses,  cards,  handouts,  interesting 
hand-inked  proposals  for  cards  or  novelties  including  a  few 
with  cute  sayings  on  the  reverse,  and  an  acrostic  poem  titled 
“The  Coin  Man”  telling  of  Leon.  The  last  mentioned  item  be¬ 
gins  “Theophile  E.  Leon,  a  gentleman  whom  you  all  know.  He 
is  always  going  to  and  fro  for  the  Almighty  Dough  East  to  West 
and  from  North  to  South.  Of  course  he  travels  for  the  coin 
which  he  knows  all  about.”  No  Longfellow  poem  this,  but  in¬ 
teresting  in  its  own  way.  The  lot  contains  much  duplication  of 
the  printed  cards.  (Total:  84  pieces)  (Est.  $25-75) 

Marvelous  T.E.  Leon  Archive 

2704  Ledger  book,  disbound  and  somewhat  tattered,  containing 
interesting  ephemera  collected  over  a  long  period  of  years  by 
T.E.  Leon.  Included  are  the  following,  among  a  lot  of  other 
material: 

•  Four-page  catalogue  issued  by  Charles  K.  Warner,  1906,  offering  med¬ 
als. 

•Correspondence  from  H.O.  Granberg,  November  7,  1907,  concerning 
statement  of  account,  mentioning  copper  plate  money,  “Smith's  Restrikes, 
Half  Cents”  $100  [apparently  there  were  multiples  of  this  rarity!— how  ap¬ 
propriate  it  is  that  the  present  auction  catalogue  has  the  piece,  probably 
from  this  same  purchase,  now  pedigreed  to  Granberg!!!]. 

•  1907-1908  Luther  Tuthill  Paper  Money  List  No.  21. 

•  Newspaper  clippings,  some  undated,  some  incomplete,  most  all  interest¬ 
ing— about  coins,  auctions,  rarities,  Leon’s  pet  pig  “Alice,”  and  more.  We 
learn,  for  example,  that  a  new  song  “Irish  Mary”  was  about  Mary 
Cunningham,  said  to  have  been  the  Irish  girl  “whose  wonderful  face  has 
been  depicted  on  the  latest  $5,  $10,  and  $20  gold  pieces.”  The  words  are  by 
Charles  J.  O'Malley  and  the  music  by  Keith  O’Neill  of  Columbia  University. 
The  somewhat  forgettable  lyrics  include  the  following:  “Maireen  Ma-Chree, 
we  re  glad  to  see,  Your  face  so  fair  and  smiling;  Look  up  at  us,  all  pure  and 
free,  our  loneliness  beguiling..."  This  is  a  somewhat  mixed  up  commentary 
on  the  new  gold  (  oins  of  1907,  which  were,  of  course,  the  $  1 0  and  $20,  only 
the  $10  of  whith  was  said  to  have  featured  “Mary  Cunningham”  (who,  in 
la<  t,  was  not  featured  at  all).  Another  <  lipping,  dated  October  25,  1908,  tells 


of  a  double  eagle  pattern  made  by  Charles  E.  Barber,  chief  engraver  of  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  in  1906.  This  issue  “seems  to  have  entirely  escaped  the 
notice,  not  only  of  the  general  public,  but  even  of  coin  collectors,"  the  ac¬ 
count  shows  cartoons  of  the  new  1907  coinage.  Still  another  clipping  told  of 
Silas  C.  Stevens,  “for  years  a  dealer  in  bank  notes  issued  to  bolster  up  the 
waning  Confederate  cause,”  who  was  arrested  in  Chicago  by  federal  authori¬ 
ties,  taken  as  a  prisoner  to  Denver  and  “charged  with  using  the  mails  to  dis¬ 
pose  of  his  notes  to  agents  throughout  the  country.”  Stevens,  who  is  better 
known  to  numismatic  historians  today  as  a  leading  Chicago  coin  collector, 
was  70  years  old  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  offense.  This  brings  to  mind  the 
long-forgotten  government  campaign  to  reclaim  Confederate  paper  money, 
somewhat  similar  to  another  short-lived  campaign  to  make  it  a  criminal  of¬ 
fense  to  buy  and  sell  pattern  coins!  Another  article  about  Stevens  noted  that 
he  was  born  in  Maine,  but  came  to  Chicago  when  he  was  19  years  old,  his 
wife  died  in  1903,  and  he  had  no  children.  He  claimed  the  government  had 
been  hounding  him  for  years  for  selling  obsolete  bank  notes.  Another  ar¬ 
ticle  told  of  confusion  caused  when  the  First  National  Bank  of  Albuquerque, 
New  Mexico  issued  some  error  notes  with  $100  on  the  face  and  $50  on  the 
reverse. 

•  Photographs  show  what  seem  to  be  the  Leon  children,  including  on  the 
porch  of  the  front  of  T.E.  Leon’s  69th  Street  office. 

•  Various  (quite  various)  and  sundry  business  cards  and  notices. 

•  Postcards  of  Tyrone  and  Philipsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  vicinity  (Leon 
may  have  had  a  connection  there;  as  a  matter  of  possible  coincidence,  noted 
numismatist  Farran  Zerbe,  active  during  that  era,  grew  up  in  Tyrone). 

•  Faded  photograph  of  velvet-lined  case  imprinted  “Collectors’  California 
Gold”  sold  by  Carson’s  Antique  and  Curio  Bazar,  544  South  Main  Street, 
Los  Angeles,  early  20th  century.  Upon  examination  the  case  is  found  to  con¬ 
tain  three  octagonal  $50  gold  slugs,  one  1855  round  Wass,  Molitor  slug,  and 
several  varieties  of  $5,  $10,  and  $20  pieces,  plus  some  small  denomination 
gold. 

•  Postcards  of  Cleveland,  Ohio  (it  seems  that  Leon  bought  postcards 
when  he  stayed  for  a  time  in  a  place  that  he  liked). 

•  Letter  from  George  A.  Laud,  member  of  Congress  from  the  10th  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Michigan,  to  Leon,  October  29,  1908,  stating  that  he  was  enclosing  a 
check  for  $30  to  buy  a  Saint-Gaudens  $20  piece,  and  that  on  his  next  trip  to 
Washington  the  congressman  would  check  with  the  Treasury  Department 
to  see  if  any  of  the  [wire  edge  1907  $  10]  rare  gold  coins  could  be  obtained. 
Another  letter  stated  that  an  assistant  at  the  Treasury  had  given  such  a  piece 
to  congressman  Laud,  but  on  inspection  it  turned  out  not  to  be  one  of  the 
rare  varieties. 

•  Printed  notice  that  Walter  S.  Chattin  was  opening  a  new  coin  store  in 
July  1909  at  266  South  11th  Street,  Philadelphia  [reminding  the  cataloguer 
that  there  were  many  hundreds  of  professional  numismatists  years  ago  who 
did  not  issue  catalogues  or  conduct  auctions,  and  who  are  more  or  less  for¬ 
gotten  today]. 

•  Photograph  on  card  of  1877  $50  pattern. 

•  Pair  of  photographs  on  card  of  1860  Clark,  Gruber  $  10;  another  pair  on 
another  card,  of  the  $20  version. 

•  Letter  from  client  in  Ohio  enclosing  a  check  for  one  1795  dollar  or 
“Daddy  Dollar”  recently  purchased  from  Leon. 

•  Copy  of  report  dated  January  7,  1910,  of  the  Chicago  Numismatic  Soci¬ 
ety,  discussing  programs  of  the  past  year  and  noting  that  exhibits  had  been 
mounted  by  Virgil  Brand  and  W.F.  Dunham. 

•  Duplicate  Clark,  Gruber  coin  photographs  as  just  mentioned. 

•  Proof  photographs  of  children. 

•  Proof  photographs  of  unidentified  male  adults  (coin  dealers?). 

•  Letter  from  representative  Laud  mentioning  that  he  had  some  appar¬ 
ently  choice  cigarettes  purchased  in  Manila  and  would  be  sending  some  to 
Leon. 

•  Postcards  of  Los  Angeles. 

•  Leaflet  from  Victor  D.  Brenner  illustrating  the  Lincoln  portrait  (later 
used  on  the  cent). 

•  Two  letters  from  H.O.  Granberg,  December  14  and  16,  1908,  regarding 
a  set  of  Mormon  gold  coins  “I  would  take  them  as  follows— not  a  cent  more 
than  $5,000  for  the  full  set”  and,  with  comments  on  gold  mining  stock. 

•  Letter  from  Granberg  to  Leon,  May  28,  1910,  discussing  National  Bank 
Notes,  “I  wish  I  could  have  come  to  your  sale,”  and  other  matters,  including 
Ins  want  list,  all  Uncirculated:  Half  dimes,  1801,  1838-0,  1839-0,  and  1840 
With  Drapery— all  Uncirculated;  Dimes:  1870-S  With  Legend,  1873-CC  With 
Arrows,  1873-CC  Without  Arrows,  Uncirculated;  20  cents:  1876-CC;  Uncir¬ 
culated;  Quarters;  1873-CC  No  Arrows;  Half  dollars:  1796  16  Stars  and 
1797;  Silver  dollars:  1873-S;  Quarter  Eagles:  1841-0,  1842,  1854-D.  1854-S, 
1855-D,  and  1858-S.  At  this  time  there  was  no  standard  reference  available 
on  American  coinage,  and,  for  example,  Granberg  did  not  know  that  the 
1858-S  was  not  known  to  exist. 

•  Note  from  Granberg  to  Leon,  June  29.  1910,  noting:  “The  bills  I  desire 
to  collect  are  one-year,  two-year,  and  three-year  Interest  Bearing  bills  and 
gold  certificates  of  the  First  Issue.  They  run  from  $20  up  to  $10,000,  and  I 
will  aim  to  collect  a  complete  set.  There  are  two  varieties,  fust  made  payable 
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to  Assistant  Treasurer,  New  York,  the  second  payable  at  Washington.  I  have 
the  $20,  $50,  $100,  and  $500,  hut  lack  the  $1,000,  $5,000,  and  $  10,000...”. 

•  Ben  G.  Green  prices  paid  premium  guide;  a  similar  guide  issued  by 
Clarke  Brothers,  158  Nassau  Street,  New  York  City. 

•  Postcard  of  “Gold  Bug"  Mine  Cross  Mountain,  Tin  Cup,  Colorado;  “Ask 
Mr.  Wahl  about  the  wonderful  camp.  Now  is  the  time  to  invest.” 

•  Typed  inventory  of  old-time  half  cent  collection  with  rarities  (including 
two  examples  of  1796),  possibly  something  bought  for  Brand. 

•  Printed  card,  circa  1907,  listing  dealers  in  coins  in  America,  with  Von 
Bergen  in  Boston;  Ben  Green  and  Stevens  &  Co.  in  Chicago;  Mehl  in  Texas; 
Steigcrwalt  in  Lancaster,  PA;  Elder  and  Low  in  New  York  City  (just  a  few 
doors  from  each  other,  Elder  32  East  23rd  Street  and  Low  at  44  East  23rd); 
and  in  Philadelphia  Henry  Chapman,  S.H.  Chapman,  and  Walter  S.  Chattin. 

•  1911  “Bank  of  Prosperity”  simulated  check  from  B.  Max  Mehl  to  Leon, 
payable  in  “365  happy  days.”  An  interesting  piece  of  Mehl-iana,  one  we  do 
not  recall  having  seen  before. 

•  Correspondence  to  and  from  John  A.  Beck  of  Pittsburgh,  November 
1908,  Beck  being  owner  of  the  John  A.  Beck  Salt  Company,  “The  Salt  that 
don’t  get  hard"  (Beck  being  better  known  to  numismatists  as  a  major  collec¬ 
tor  of  his  day). 

•  Letter  from  H.O.  Granberg,  October  16,  1908,  to  Leon:  “What  can  sup¬ 
ply  me  with  your  coin  books  by  the  hundred.  I  can  distribute  them  nicely  if 
there  is  a  profit  in  it,  as  1  have  1,000  letters  with  inquiries  and  have  referred 
a  number  of  them  to  Stevens  and  Co.,  69  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago.  I  want 
all  the  profit  there  can  be  in  the  sale  of  the  book,  but  you  can  have  the  sales 
resulting  from  the  distribution  of  same.  How  about  forming  a  large  coin 
company?”  (This  is  a  nice  item  in  that  “What  might  have  been,  but  wasn’t” 
category— right  along  with  B.  Max  Mehl  and  Wayte  Raymond  proposing  to 
form  a  major  coin  company  a  couple  years  later). 

•  November  17,  1908  exchange  of  correspondence  with  E.C.  Drumm, 
Enid,  Oklahoma,  in  which  Leon  informed  that  he  can  supply  quantities  of 
gold  dollars  “fqr  about  $1.30  apiece  when  I  have  them,  200  pieces  at  300 
apiece,  and  500  silver  pieces  of  the  old  type  1800-1838  at  600  apiece  and  sil¬ 
ver  three-cent  pieces  at  80  apiece.  Let  me  know  how  many  you  want  of  the 
above  and  I  will  send  them  on  to  you...  If  you  can  use  a  nice  lot  of  United 
States  large,  U.S.  copper  cents  in  Very  Good  and  Fine  condition,  I  can  let 
you  have  them  at  $3  a  hundred  providing  you  pay  express  charges  on  same 
as  I  am  getting  $5  a  hundred  wholesale  now  from  dealers  in  this  class  of 
goods...”  (left  unexplained  is  why  he  would  want  to  sell  them  for  $3  per  hun¬ 
dred  when  he  could  get  $5  per  hundred!). 

•  Letter  from  DeWitt  Smith  [major  collector  of  the  time],  Lee,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  July  23,  1907,  in  part:  “There  is  plenty  of  the  Moffat  &  Co.  pieces  with 
the  TEN-D.  I  have  owned  four  myself.  Very  few  people  know  anything  about 
their  being  two  varieties  of  it...”  Written  on  Smith  Paper  Company  statio¬ 
nery,  “Manufacturers  of  copying  and  high  grade  tissue  paper”  of  which 
DeWitt  was  president... 

•  Three  postcard  photographs  of  numismatists  “taken  in  gallery  aboard 
S.S.  Theodore  Roosevelt  between  Chicago  and  Michigan  City.” 

•  Business  card  of  the  Hoeffler  Manufacturing  Company,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  “exclusive  selling  agents,  Tonophone  automatic  piano...”  The 
reference  is  to  Wurlitzer’s  first  coin-operated  piano,  which  entered  the  mar¬ 
ket  in  1898.  [Should  the  purchaser  of  this  lot  not  desire  this  particular  card, 
the  editor’s  offer  of  $20  is  waiting  for  you!]. 

•  Business  card  of  Stephen  K.  Nagy,  1907,  with  Leon’s  note  to  “Make  Mr. 
N.  corresponding  member  of  C.N.C.” 

•  Yale  College  certificate  for  Samuel  Blatchford  from  the  preceding  cen¬ 
tury. 

•  Ticket  stubs  for  various  train  and  steamer  trips,  circa  1905-1910  (includ¬ 
ing  one  to  Fort  Worth,  Texas— to  see  B.  Max  Mehl?). 

•  Booklet,  “Just  what  you  should  know,”  by  “Coin  Zerbe,”  Tyrone,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  1899— no  doubt  one  of  Farran  Zerbe’s  first  commercial  ventures. 

•  Illustrated  business  card  of  W.H.  Smith,  “Dealer  in  shoe  strings  and  old 
coins,”  Sioux  City,  Iowa  (diversification  here!).  Smith  is  shown  in  a  wheel¬ 
chair. 

•  Card  of  C.E.  Gilhousen  &  Company,  circa  1908,  “representing  Copper 
Creek  mines”  (Gilhousen  was  a  serious  numismatist  in  his  day). 

•  Letter  from  William  H.  Woodin,  January  29,  1910,  acknowledging 
Leon’s  return  of  a  Bechtler  $5  which  Leon  was  unable  to  sell.  “I  am  not  very 
sorry  that  you  were  unable  to  dispose  of  the  coin,  as  I  find  I  can  dispose  of  it 
myself  on  a  little  more  favorable  basis.  I  am  between  ihe  devil  and  the  deep 
blue  sea.  I  hate  to  part  with  the  coin  because  of  that  collectorship  feeling 
that  seems  to  have  a  deadly  grip  on  some  of  us...”. 

•  Photographic  card  by  Thomas  L.  Elder  offering  “The  Elder  Irish  Silver 
Token"  designed  by  F.C.  Higgins. 

•  Copy  ofletter  from  Leon  to  John  D.  Morton,  Michigan  collector,  April 
25,  1910,  advising  that  1907  Roman  Numerals  $20  pieces  “are  selling  now 
for  $35  each.” 

In  summary,  this  lot  is  an  eclectic  hodgepodge— redundant  as  is  our  de¬ 
scription— of  Leon-iana,  certainly  a  great  source  for  anyone  wanting  to  know 
where  Leon  stayed  when  he  traveled  to  different  cities,  how  he  went,  what 
his  favorite  occupations  were,  with  whom  he  conducted  personal  business 


in  the  Chicago  area,  and  more. 

(Esl.  $250-2,000;  a  lot  such  as  this  has  no  specific  value,  hut  in 
terms  of  numismatic  interest  is  priceless) 

2705  Large  group  of  Leon-related  miscellany.  Includes: 

•  Several  dozen  unused  business  envelopes,  most  of  which  are  imprinted 
with  an  image  of  the  1860  Pikes  Peak  gold  $20  of  Clark,  Gruber  8c  Co. 

•  Theo.  E.  Leon  8c  Co.  Illustrated  Standard  Com  Book,  showing  prices  paid 
for  various  coins-a  premium  guide  in  the  style  issued  by  von  Bergen,  Mehl, 
et  al.  Under  his  name  on  the  back  is  the  year  1875,  possibly  when  he  became 
interested  in  numismatics,  together  with  an  interesting  rebus  showing  a 
howling  feline,  the  letter  “A,"  and  a  piece  of  timber,  intended  to  be  trans¬ 
lated  as  “catalog.” 

•  Photograph  and  interesting  newspaper  account  of  “Alice,"  Leon’s  pet 
pig,  noting:  “Alice  is  a  queer  pig.  She  is  two  months  old  and  weighs  12 
pounds.  She  is  not  coated  like  other  pigs.  She  has  no  bristles,  but  short 
brown  hair  like  a  dog...  This  African  porker  is  the  pet  of  the  Leon  home.  She 
plays  with  the  household's  two-year-old  son  and  is  a  companion  of  all  the 
children  in  the  neighborhood...  The  pig  was  brought  from  Africa  by  a  sail¬ 
ing  master,  from  whom  she  passed  to  Burt  Williams,  the  Negro  comedian. 
Williams  brought  her  to  Chicago  and  finally  Mr.  Leon  secured  her." 

•  Business  card  of  A.  Reimers,  the  well-known  San  Francisco  numismatist, 
with  receipt  on  the  reverse,  May  20,  1897:  “Received  of  Mr.  Theophile  E. 
Leon  two  hundred  &  thirty-five  ($235)  dollars  for  one  fifty  dollar  piece  of 
1851,  so  called  California  slug,  incused  edge,  and  ‘50’  incused  in  back.” 

•  Typed  letter  dated  September  7,  1929,  from  D.C.  Wismer,  the  Hatfield, 
Pennsylvania  numismatist,  to  Leon,  shipping  several  dozen  sets  and  sheets 
of  obsolete  notes. 

•  Set  of  four  photographs  of  Leon’s  one-story  (plus  attic)  wooden  build¬ 
ing  on  69th  Street,  Chicago,  quite  resembling  a  private  residence,  but  the 
one-time  location  of  the  Chicago  Coin  Company;  no  signs  of  advertising 
notices  are  in  evidence. 

•  Cabinet  photo  of  Leon  by  a  Chicago  photographer,  in  small  portfolio. 

•  Three  studio  gag  photos  of  Leon,  including  one  with  two  friends,  show¬ 
ing  him  aloft  in  a  balloon,  two  set  in  West  Baden  Springs,  Indiana,  another 
at  Mackinac  Island. 

•  Group  of  waterstained  and  somewhat  ragged  envelopes  from  different 
coin  dealers,  addressed  to  Leon  and  in  some  instances  including  invoices 
and  notices— a  rather  rag-tag  grouping,  but  one  which  has  some  interest.  As 
an  example,  the  Niagara  County  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company, 
Lockport,  NY,  states  that  “We  are  unable  to  furnish  you  with  the  one  dollar 
note  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Lockport,  or  its  companion  note,  a  two- 
dollar  note.  We  are  not  acquainted  with  anyone  in  the  city  who  has  obtained 
these  bills  in  their  collection.”  An  invoice  from  the  later-to-be  proved  wily 
Boston  dealer  William  Hesslein,  relates  a  billing  error.  Other  examples 
could  be  cited,  but  space  considerations  prevail. 

(Total:  108  pieces)  (Est.  $100-300) 

Correspondence  and  Other  Archives 
from  the  Leon  Estate 

2706  A  marvelous  file  containing  dozens  of  letters,  pieces  of 
ephemera  and  other  items,  a  treasure  trove  of  numismatic 
trivia  as  well  as  basic  information,  some  of  which  has  never 
been  published  before.  Just  a  few  of  the  contents  include: 

•  Letter  from  Levi  8c  Lejeune,  Louisville,  1918,  noting  that  the  firm  [rela¬ 
tively  unknown,  at  least  to  the  cataloguer]  stocked  gold  coins. 

•  Letter  in  envelope  bearing  return  address  of  the  Gripiate  Company, 
2540  Elston  Avenue,  Chicago,  containing  a  two-page  draft  of  the  obituarv  of 
Virgil  Brand,  noting  that  he  had  been  born  in  Blue  Island,  Illinois,  Januan 
16,  1862,  the  oldest  surviving  child  of  Michael  Brand  and  Philippine 
(Darmstetter)  Brand,  German  immigrants  who  had  earlier  become  U.S.  citi¬ 
zens;  it  was  noted  that  Virgil  “at  the  early  age  of  14  became  interested  in 
collecting  stamps.  Later  he  started  a  coin  collection.  He  collected  stamps 
and  coins  during  his  remaining  years.’ 

•  Cute  letter  addressed  from  Emilie  Leon  to  her  mother  at  250  W  est  69th 
Street,  Chicago,  July  25,  1917:  “My  dear  mama:  I  have  been  having  a  very 
good  time  to-day.  Pop  and  1  went  out  to  Mr.  Brand’s  and  visited  with  him 
awhile.  Then  we  went  downtown  and  had  a  very  good  lunch  at  a  place  whe  t< 
you  help  yourself.  After  lunch  we  took  a  bus  ride.  I  saw  29  buses.  After  the 
bus  ride  we  went  to  Papa’s  office  and  this  is  where  1  am  typewriting  (his  let¬ 
ter  to  you,  dear  mama.  We  are  now  going  to  supper  so  will  close.  Lots  of 
love  and  a  great  big  kiss,  your  loving  daughter,  Emilie.” 

•  A  quite  revealing  (concerning  his  memory)  handwritten  letter  from 
Leon  to  his  wife  in  South  Bend,  September  9.  1918.  noting  in  part:  “’ There  is 
nothing  new  to  report  and  1  am  not  going  to  go  to  Canada  just  now,  as  I 
have  to  remain  here  to  register  for  the  new  draft  [for  the  World  Wat]  Bv 
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the  \v  ay ,  1  hav e  forgotten  the  date  of  our  marriage,  also  the  date  on  which 
our  children  were  born.  All  these  questions  1  have  to  answer  and  a  lot  of  oth¬ 
ers.  1  know  very  little  about  it,  so  please  answer  these  for  me  and  your  next 
letter  to  me.  I  went  to  Manitowoc,  Wis.,  to  estimate  a  coin  collection  for  Mr. 

B...“. 

•  Handwritten  letter  from  Leon  to  wife  Marie,  September  14,  1918  stating 
that  “1  have  been  successful  in  landing  a  very'  fine  collection  of  Polish  coins 
for  Mr.  Brand,  he  paid  $800  for  the  collection,  and  what  is  best  he  bought  it 
at  his  own  price.  1  had  a  very  good  week  so  far.  I  hope  the  business  will  pick 
up."  He  further  related  that  his  brother  Charlie,  who  lived  in  Omaha,  paid  a 
surprise  visit. 

•  Tvped  letter  from  Paul  Lange  of  the  Rochester  Numismatic  Association 
(New  York),  March  17,  1930,  announcing  that  he  is  having  the  forthcoming 
ANA  auction,  had  traveled  extensively  in  the  past  two  or  three  months,  and 
was  seeking  to  get  information  concerning  “the  chance  to  get  the  B[Brand] 
collection."  Lange  stated  that  he  had  “heard  about  10  different  versions  on 
the  disposal  of  it.” 

•  A  letter  from  Edward  Scully,  who  was  in  New  Orleans  at  the  Saint 
Charles  Hotel,  scouting  on  behalf  of  Leon,  May  20,  1913,  noting  that  he  was 
“sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  your  baby  and  do  sympathize  with  your  family 
for  your  loss...”. 

•  Receipted  invoice  from  Brand  laboratories  (owned  by  Virgil  Brand), 
2530  Elston  Avenue,  for  six  bottles  of  B.B.Y.  capsules  at  $1.50  per  bottle. 
Brand,  no  longer  a  brewer  due  to  prohibition,  had  his  fingers  in  a  few  other 
business  pies,  including  patent  medicine.  [For  related  item  see  Lot  2698.] 

•  Several  notes  signed  by  Leon’s  wife  (Marie  Antoinette  Villemot  Leon)  to 
Virgil  Brand,  for  loans  in  various  amounts,  payable  in  United  States  of 
America  gold  coins,  notes  dated  1911-1915.  These  probably  related  to 
Brand  furnishing  Leon  cash  to  operate  his  business  and  to  buy  on  his  ac¬ 
count. 

•  Note  from  the  Halsted  Street  Bank,  April  3,  1925,  to  Leon,  noting  that 
Leon  owned  property  on  West  69th  Street,  his  neighbor  wanted  to  have  a 
fence  removed  so  as  to  construct  a  joint  driveway. 

•  Note  for  $300  borrowed  on  January  12,  1910,  by  Leon  from  Cherrie  M. 
Sly,  at  7%  interest,  secured  certificates  amounting  to  400  shares  in  the 
Hahns  Peak  Gold  Mining  and  Milling  Company.  It  is  evident  that  Leon  was 
operating  on  a  shoestring,  as  several  other  collateral  notes  are  enclosed, 
mostly  for  small  amounts,  and  collateralized  with  various  items. 

•  Fascinating  printed  form  letter,  December  1,  1910,  from  June 
Kobayagawa  Company,  Yokohama,  Japan,  stating  that  the  recipient  “may 
have  become  tired  of  looking  for  1804  dollars,  Brasher  doubloons,”  etc., 
and  may  want  to  investigate  collecting  Oriental  coins. 

•  Release  of  trust  deed  to  Leon,  December  22,  1911,  for  property  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  signed  by  Brand. 

•  Illustrated  detailed  prospectus,  August  30,  1913,  for  the  Hahns  Peak 
Gold  Mining  and  Milling  Company,  owned  by  H.O.  Granberg— copy  sent  to 
Mrs.  M.A.  Leon.  A  great  item  for  any  intending  biographer  of  Granberg. 

•  Letter  from  Leon  to  wife  Marie,  November  23,  1918,  lamenting  several 
things,  including  his  brother  Charlie  asking  for  money,  when  Charlie  should 
be  asking  his  comfortably  situated  (apparently)  wife  instead.  He  noted  that 
he  asked  Miss  Mollie— who  was  Miss  Maria  (nickname  Mollie)  Naerup,  who 
over  a  period  of  time  worked  for  S.C.  Stevens  and,  later,  T.E.  Leon.  He  en¬ 
courages  his  wife  to  move  to  a  hotel  where  $40  was  charged  per  month  for  a 
room  and  bath,  “a  much  better  place  for  you  to  live  than  the  attic  rooms  you 
have  now.” 

•  Pair  of  invoices  from  the  Brand  Brewing  Company,  April  7,  1919,  en¬ 
closing  bottle  cases,  counter,  two  cigar  cases,  16-foot  partition,  and  six 
chairs  sold  to  T.E.  Leon  at  143  North  Dearborn  Street  for  $80,  apparently  to 
outfit  an  office.  The  letterhead  notes  that  the  Brand  Brewing  Company  pro¬ 
duced  beer  under  the  Keno  and  Sonoma  brands. 

•  Letter  from  Leon  to  wife  Marie,  May  3,  1919.  Suggests  that  as  appropri¬ 
ately  priced  rented  rooms  did  not  seem  to  be  available  in  South  Bend,  she 
relocate  to  nearby  Mishawaka,  Indiana.  Further:  “I  have  been  very  busy  this 
past  week  and  have  been  working  very  hard  to  get  business  started  in  my 
new  place.  So  far  we  have  been  doing  fine...". 

•  Letter  from  Leon  to  Charles  Vining,  assistant  cashier  of  the  southwest 
National  Bank  of  Commerce,  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  January  14,  1921,  en¬ 
closing  a  draft  for  $1,000  and  ordering  shares  in  the  C.C.  Development 
Company  as  follows:  Virgil  Brand  40  shares,  Philip  R.  Brand  20  shares,  Miss 
Elsie  Egelhof  40  shares,  and  Theophile  Leon  20  shares.  This  letter  is  impor¬ 
tant  as  it  brings  to  print  Elsie  Egelhof,  who  for  a  number  of  years  was  the 
close  companion  of  Virgil  Brand,  but  they  did  not  marry. 

•  Lease  dated  April  20,  1921,  for  offices  at  828  North  Clark,  Chicago, 
rented  at  the  rate  of  $100  per  month. 

•  Lease  dated  April  30,  1930,  to  Theophile  E.  Leon  and  Carl  Sticht  for  the 
southeast  room  of  Suite  308A,  on  the  third  floor  of  the  office  building  in  the 
corner  of  Chicago  Avenue  anrl  Clark  Street,  $22.50  per  month.  These  pre¬ 
mises  in  the  Chirago-Clark  building  were  to  be  used  as  offices. 

•  ( .roup  of  blueprints  of  Leon’s  property  on  West  69th  Street. 

•  Group  of  business  <  arris  ol  various  merchants,  primarily  the  Chicago 


area,  only  a  few  numismatic,  presumably  various  tradespeople  from  whom 
Leon  secured  services  and  goods. 

•  Price  list  XXI  of  the  Arcade  Stamp  and  Coin  Company,  Cleveland,  offer¬ 
ing  commemoratives,  etc.,  circa  late  1920s. 

•  Business  card  of  Miller  &  Franklin,  bankers  and  brokers,  Lynchburg, 
Virginia,  reprinting  on  the  reverse  the  price  of  gold  as  compared  to  Confed¬ 
erate  money  1861-1865. 

•  Fixed  price  list  No.  26,  St.  Louis  Stamp  and  Coin  Company,  B.G. 
Johnson,  proprietor,  circa  1920s. 

•  Card  showing  that  Mr.  Stevens  (Chicago  coin  dealer)  lived  in  Room  29 
of  the  Hotel  Luzerne,  North  Clark  and  Center  streets,  Chicago,  probably 
circa  1910-1915. 

•  1921  paper  money  price  list  of  Luther  B.  Tuthill,  South  Creek,  NC. 

•  Guttag  Brothers  price  list  No.  6,  circa  1924,  offering  books  and  other 
things  for  sale. 

•  Stevens  and  Co.,  Chicago  dealers,  April  14,  1914,  offering  gold  coins, 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  commemoratives,  and  other  items  for  sale  at 
various  prices— reproduced  on  some  type  of  a  duplicating  machine;  a  similar 
one  dated  August  5,  1915,  another  dated  October  13,  1915.  These  were  per¬ 
sonalized  and  sent  to  various  banks,  etc. 

•  Prospectus  for  Frank  H.  Stewart’s  new  book,  History  of  the  First  U.S.  Mint. 
Four  pages,  offered  at  $5. 

•  Chicago  Daily  Journal  pages,  September  17,  1927,  containing  a  feature 
article,  showing  Leon,  noting  that  he  owned  some  old  paper  money  from 
the  Civil  War  era. 

•  The  American  Collector  magazine,  September  1920,  Volume  I,  No.  10,  an 
early-day  version  of  the  later  Hobbies  magazine— with  features  on  various 
items  including  old  bank  notes,  accompanied  by  advertisements. 

•  Copy  of  The  Curiosity  World,  newspaper  published  at  Lake  Village,  NH, 
March  1887,  Volume  I,  No.  7— with  numismatic  information. 

•  Various  empty  envelopes  to  non-numismatic  businesses;  other  miscella¬ 
neous  envelopes  of  no  particular  value  (wonder  what  happened  to  the 
Germania  Half-Dollar  Savings  Bank  of  Wheeling,  West  Virginia?). 

•  Scattered  newspaper  clippings  relating  to  coins. 

•  Scratch  sheets  and  reckoning  sheets  used  in  deals  and  making  notes. 

•  Invoices  from  the  St.  Louis  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  to  Leon,  various, 
representing  purchases  which  seemed  to  be  primarily  for  the  account  of 
Virgil  Brand. 

•  Invoice  from  veteran  New  York  City  dealer  William  P.  Brown  to  Leon, 
September  18,  1928,  enclosing  commemorative  half  dollars. 

•  Scattered  other  unimportant  invoices  from  Henry  Chapman,  New  York 
Coin  &  Stamp  Company,  Spink,  et  al. 

•  Treasury  Department  regulations  for  the  “issue,  exchange,  and  redemp¬ 
tion  of  paper  money  and  coin,”  four  pages,  January  26,  1927. 

•  Fascinating  letter  from  Eames  MacVeigh,  reproduced  by  some  type  of  a 
Mimeograph-related  device,  titled  “The  New  Nickel  Five-Cent  Piece,”  circa 
1913,  but  no  day  date.  “I  have  the  pleasure  of  enclosing  you  herewith  one  of 
the  new  nickel  five-cent  pieces,  and  hope  it  will  bring  you  luck...  Last  year 
something  like  $1,700,000  worth  of  new  nickels  were  minted,  but  none  have 
been  made  from  the  old  design  this  year.  Whenever  a  new  coin  is  issued  the 
demand  for  it  is  very  great  from  banks  and  individuals  all  over  the  country, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  they  will  run  between  $3,500,000  and  $4,000,000 
worth  of  nickels  this  year.  To  make  the  new  design,  my  father  felt  that  it  was 
essential  to  select  as  distinguished  an  artist  as  we  could  find,  and  he  left  the 
matter  largely  in  my  hands.  After  a  careful  study  of  the  field  our  choice  fell 
uponJ.E.  Fraser,  of  New  York,  an  American  sculptor  and  medallist,  whose 
work  is  well  known  abroad  as  well  as  in  this  country...  Mr.  Fraser  has  tried  to 
give  his  design  as  much  richness  as  possible,  and  he  has  furnished  us  a  coin 
that  smacks  of  no  European  country,  but  is  absolutely  American,  with  only 
American  subjects  for  its  design.  On  the  obverse  is  the  head  of  a  Cheyenne 
Indian  chief,  in  time  of  peace,  without  the  war  bonnet,  but  with  one  feather 
and  his  hair  braided.  On  the  reverse  is  a  buffalo.  These  two  belong  only  to 
this  country,  and  Mr.  Fraser  wanted  to  link  them  together  as  they  were  so 
closely  linked  for  many  hundreds  of  years.”  Without  a  doubt,  this  rather 
plain-appearing  sheet  of  paper  would  be  a  centerpiece  in  any  exhibit  of  Buf¬ 
falo  nickels! 

•  Various  drafts  and  resolutions  relating  to  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club,  etc.,  on  various  matters,  in¬ 
cluding  by  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club,  January'  14,  1921,  remonstrating 
against  recently  made  imitations  of  small  denomination  California  gold 
coins  (a  document  which  would  serve  well  the  interest  of  anyone  doing  re¬ 
search  in  that  field). 

•  Draft  notes,  seemingly  a  want  list,  with  varieties  of  territorial  gold 
coins— possibly  representing  issues  known  to  Leon,  including  Kohler  bars  of 
$36.55,  $40.07,  $45.34,  $50.00,  and  $45.09.  Other  sheets  relate  to  Califor¬ 
nia,  Oregon,  and  other  coins,  this  in  an  era,  probably  circa  1910,  shortlv  af¬ 
ter  Edgar  11.  Adams  had  written  about  the  subject,  and  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  interest.  Accompanying  are  typed  and  reproduced  printed  pages 
based  on  the  same  subject. 

•  Draft  titled  “Early  History  of  Castoi  land,"  said  to  be  “illustrated  bv  a 
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Proof  specimen  of  the  Castorland  half  dollar  struck  in  gold."  Read  by  T.E. 
Leon  before  Chicago  Branch  One  of  the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion,  Friday  evening,  January  10,  1919. 

•  Letter  from  James  B.  Brown,  June  16,  1927,  to  Leon,  in  which  the 
Wichita,  Kansas  numismatist  states  that  “I  am  just  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
Guttag  Brothers  advising  me  they  will  pay  only  $3  for  Liberty  Head  quarter 
eagles  in  the  future...”  Further,  “I  am  paying  80C  each  for  trade  dollars  in 
any  quantity.  Guttag  sold  me  700  at  74  cents  each  and  I  took  them  all  and 
have  disposed  of  them  all.”  A  fascinating  reflection  on  the  coin  market  at 
the  time,  and,  relevant  to  a  comment  elsewhere  in  the  present  catalogue, 
indicative  that  quarter  eagles  of  fairly  recent  date  (Liberty  Head  quarter 
eagles  were  last  minted  in  1907)  were  selling  at  a  premium  a  decade  later. 

•  Undated  (circa  1930)  letter  from  Paul  M.  Lange  of  The  Hobby  Shop, 
Rochester,  New  York,  to  Leon’s  family,  lamenting  his  passing,  and  noting 
that  “he  will  be  mourned  by  the  many  friends  who  know  his  sterling  quali¬ 
ties."  Unfortunately,  Lange  himself  did  not  have  similar  “sterling  qualities” 
and  a  few  years  later  he  decamped  owing  people  money  and  borrowed 
books. 

•  Letter  from  Jacques  Schulman,  Amsterdam,  July  5,  1926,  lamenting  the 
passing  of  Virgil  Brand  on  June  22. 

•  Photograph  of  T.E.  Leon’s  building  at  250  West  69th  Street. 

•  Memorandum  of  agreement  dated  21  February,  1922,  in  which  it  is  ap¬ 
parent  that  Theophile  Leon  had  in  mind  “the  manufacture  and  sale  of  a 
mechanical  device  for  use  in  banks  and  other  financial  institutions,  the  exact 
nature  of  which  at  this  time  has  not  been  disclosed.”  The  recipient  of  this 
document,  Daniel  M.  Vandawalker,  Chicago,  had  expressed  interest  in 
manufacturing  it. 

•  Letter  from  Leon  to  John  A.  Landis,  superintendent  of  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  December  20,  1912,  asking:  “Will  you  kindly  advise  me  whether  I  can 
secure  20  first  issue,  wire  edge  $20  gold  pieces,  Uncirculated,  at  $22  each? 
An  early  reply  will  be  appreciated." 

•  Letter  datecj  November  1,  1926,  from  Lew  Sarett,  a  Wisconsin  collector 
who  apparendy  had  been  offered  $650  for  his  collection  on  behalf  of  Virgil 
Brand,  but  Brand  suddenly  died,  and  now  after  the  fact  Sarett  wondered  if 
the  transaction  could  still  be  consummated.  Leon  responded  with  a  detailed 
letter  apologizing  for  not  having  written  sooner,  stating  that  he  had  been 
confined  to  his  home  with  bronchial  trouble,  that  “Miss  Mollie’s  family  (the 
family  of  his  secretary,  Mollie  Naerup)  moved  from  the  residence  which  has 
been  their  home  for  over  15  years,”  and,  “to  cap  the  climax,  burglars  paid 
the  shop  a  visit,  carting  away  everything  of  value  and  leaving  the  vault 
(which  they  had  blown  open)  in  an  absolute  state  of  chaos.”  Specifically  con¬ 
cerning  the  collection  in  question,  “Mr.  Armin  Brand  [one  of  Virgil’s  broth¬ 
ers]  has  explained  to  me  any  deals  consummated  by  his  brother,  Virgil, 
prior  to  his  death  must  be  settled  through  the  probate  court.  He  has  no  con¬ 
trol  over  such.”  Apparently  this  transaction  was  to  have  taken  place  just  be¬ 
fore  Brand  died,  for  Leon  went  on  to  recite  the  transaction,  affirming  to 
Sarett:  “You  then  and  there  accepted  his  offer.  I  relayed  this  message  to  Mr. 
Brand  immediately  for  which  he  thanked  me.  He  then  said  to  me,  'Leon,  I 
will  mail  Mr.  Sarett  a  check  next  Monday  as  1  hope  to  be  feeling  better 
then.’  ”  Next  Monday  never  came,  at  least  not  in  Virgil  Brand’s  life.  Addi¬ 
tional  information  from  Mr.  Sarett  is  also  enclosed.  Quite  possibly  this  is  the 
last  numismatic  transaction,  although  never  completed,  in  which  Virgil 
Brand  engaged. 

•  Letter  from  E.  Frank,  apparently  the  owner  of  the  Chicago  Hoserie 
Company,  located  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  March  3,  1910,  thanking  Leon  for 
sending  a  check  received  from  Virgil  Brand  for  $522.86  “for  the  collection 
of  coins  delivered  to  you.” 

•  Letter  dated  March  5,  1910,  from  S.A.  Wolff,  158  Gary  Street,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  offering  Leon  a  Baldwin  $5  gold  piece,  noting  that  “they  have  sold  as 
high  as  $140.” 

•  Carbon  copy  of  a  letter  from  Leon,  May  25,  1915,  to  M.F.  Maynard, 
Long  Prairie,  Minnesota,  quoting  gold  coins,  including  an  MCMVII  (1907) 
$20  for  $32.50,  and  an  Uncirculated  1795  $5  for  $40. 

•  Letter  from  Henry  Chapman  to  Leon,  January  12,  1928,  quoting  1793 
cents  on  hand,  including  an  AMERI,  Fine,  $65;  another  AMERI,  “defect  in 
planchet  on  front  of  bust  and  on  reverse,”  $30;  a  Chain  AMERICA,  Fine, 
$40;  another,  “two  dents  on  edge,”  $35;  and  a  final  example,  VG,  $20. 

•  Letter  from  Elmer  S.  Sears  to  Leon,  August  28,  1928,  regretting  “That  at 
the  present  writing,  my  stock  of  1796  copper  cents  is  as  low  as  it  has  ever 
been.”  Further,  “I  am  unable  at  this  time  to  supply  you  with  any  circus  to¬ 
kens.  Did  have  a  Castle  Garden  New  York  but  believe  I  have  sold  it.” 

•  Letter  from  B.G.  Johnson,  St.  Louis  Stamp  &  Coin  Company,  July  20, 
1926,  to  Leon,  noting  in  part:  “We  are  in  receipt  of  the  Whitehill  Collection 
of  coins  and  hand  you  herewith  a  check  for  $581.55  in  payment  for  same,  as 
per  our  offer...”  Further:  "I  had  a  very  pleasant  visit  with  Mr.  [F.C.C.]  Boyd 
and  sold  him  quite  a  nice  lot  of  coins.  He  spoke  very  kindly  of  you  and  felt 
very  badly  that  your  health  was  not  good  at  present.” 

•  Letter  from  Elmer  Sears  to  Leon,  September  11,  1928,  enclosing  a  long 


list  of  territorial  gold  coins  for  sale. 

•  Carbon  copy  of  letter  to  a  Miss  Gladys  Faust,  November  19.  1928.  stat¬ 
ing  that  Leon  was  particularly  interested  in  “medals,  medalettes  or  tokens 
pertaining  to  any  ol  the  American  circuses  or  museums,"  in  giving  the 
names  of  a  number  of  such  establishments. 

•  Various  carbon  copies  and  price  lists,  including  commemoratives,  from 
the  1920s— offerings  of  coins  to  clients. 

•  Letter  from  T.L.  Comparette  (curator  of  the  Mint  Cabinet)  to  Leon, 
November  19,  1919,  on  Mint  stationery,  waterstained  but  intact-relating 
some  philosophies  which  make  interesting  reading  today.  Samples:  “Pur 
chase  an  old  copper  cent  from  a  woman  as  proper  value  of,  say,  a  quarter, 
then  later  let  her  read  in  the  papers  that  a  Fine  specimen  of  a  1 793  or  1 799 
has  sold  for  several  hundred  dollars,  and  at  once  she  jumps  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  the  one  she  had  and  sold  cheaply  was  exactly  like  'that  one  that 
sold  for  $500.’  Of  course,  she  has  been  ‘outrageously  cheated  and  is  going 
to  have  the  rest  of  the  money  due  her.’  ...  I  found  that  an  1804  dollar  is  an 
1804  dollar  and  worth  at  least  $1,000  in  the  eyes  of  some  simple  persons, 
and  it  matters  not  if  their  piece  is  a  Mexican  peso.  The  other  day  a  woman 
wanted  to  sell  me  a  set  of  five  dimes,  whose  mintmarks  spelled  out  the  S-O- 
U-T-H.  She  had  them  all;  her  father  had  collected  some  of  them  and  she  had 
watched  and  finally  secured  the  rest,  and  now  she  was  tired  of  looking  at 
them  and  would  sell  them  if  she  could  get  a  good  price  for  them.  I  offered 
her  a  million  dollars  for  the  set!  She  nearly  fell  off  the  chair.  Since  she  had 
friends  with  her  and  I  did  not  wish  to  expose  her  lying,  [rather  bragging— the 
twist  here  is  that  there  are  no  U,  T,  or  H  mintmarks  among  U.S.  federal 
coins],  in  their  presence,  I  refrained  from  telling  her  why  I  felt  safe  in  mak¬ 
ing  such  an  offer.  She  has  returned  with  the  coins!...  Once  when  Brand  was 
here  he  expressed  a  desire  for  a  set  of  Sawyer’s  Indian  medals.  I  corre¬ 
sponded  with  Sawyer  and  sent  B.  the  correspondence,  but  never  heard  from 
him...  There  is  a  set  now  available.”  This  letter  is  fairly  interesting  as  it  seems 
to  indicate  that  Comparette  was  assisting  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  coins, 
possibly  for  his  own  account;  it  is  known  that  George  T.  Morgan,  engraver 
at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  was  running  his  own  “coin  business”  on  the  side, 
that  Mint  employees  were  profiting  from  the  sale  of  1907  gold  rarities,  etc., 
but  little  is  known  about  the  extra-mint  dealings  of  Comparette,  if  there 
were  any. 

•  Typed  letter  from  Leon,  writing  from  New  York  City,  June  14,  1906,  to 
Stevens  &  Company,  his  associate  in  Chicago.  In  part,  “Arrived  yesterday 
morning,  safe  and  sound.  Ready  for  business.  All  of  the  dealers  here  in  New' 
York  are  very  anxious  to  see  the  Shultz  piece  [California  $5  private  issue]. 
Mr.  Low  and  Mr.  Elder  both  wanted  me  to  leave  it  with  them  for  their  auc¬ 
tion  sale.  Mr.  Low  has  not  seen  one  or  had  one  offered  since  1886.  I  ship  to 
you  today  by  express  13,000  coppers  [this  was  probably  a  bulk  quantity  of 
old  copper  large  cents]  and  a  little  quantity  of  silver,  and  will  make  a  ship¬ 
ment  to  you  tomorrow  with  more  silver  to  be  had.  There  are  two  1852  [$50] 
slugs  on  the  market.  They  are  equally  as  good  as  the  one  I  have  bought  for 
you  from  Fields,  and  they  ask  $150  apiece.  Can  you  use  them?...  1  am  of¬ 
fered  an  1870  gold  dollar,  Frisco  Mint,  for  $50.  It  is  practically  Uncircu¬ 
lated...”. 

•  A  copy  of  a  letter  to  B.G.  Johnson,  November  14,  1927,  notes  in  part: 
“Enclosed  please  find  the  two  Missouri  half  dollars  which  I  am  returning. 
Condition  is  not  good  enough  for  my  customer.” 

•  Letter  from  Frank  G.  Duffield,  November  7,  1913,  thanking  Leon  for 
helping  him  during  his  recent  campaign  for  elective  office  in  the  American 
Numismatic  Association. 

•  Reproduced  list,  November  12,  1912,  sent  by  the  North  Memphis  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank,  Tennessee,  to  Edgar  H.  Adams  (numismatist  at  40  Fourth  Av¬ 
enue,  Brooklyn,  NY)  offering  what  seems  to  be  a  valuable  collection  of  gold 
coins.  This  was  forwarded  to  Leon  at  that  time  having  an  address  care  of 
Stevens  and  Company,  Chicago.  At  the  time  Adams,  America’s  pre-eminent 
numismatic  scholar,  also  dealt  in  coins. 

•  Photograph  of  1855  Wass,  Molitor  $50  for  which  Leon  was  asking  $250 
per  note  on  the  reverse. 

•  Photographic  postcard  of  the  Holmwood  State  Bank,  presumablv  in  Illi¬ 
nois,  with  five  gentlemen  standing  out  front,  one  of  whom  may  have  been 
Leon. 

•  Photographs  of  various  U.S.  coins  mounted  on  card,  including  duplicate 
varieties  of  the  1877  $50— purpose  of  the  photographs  unknown,  hut  possi¬ 
bly  circa  1909-1910,  when  such  pieces  were  a  sensation  in  the  market. 

•  Other  various  items. 


This  concludes  our  offering  of  items  from  the  estate  of  the 
son  of  T.E.  Leon. 
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Canadian  Coins, 
Currency,  and  Scrip 

2707  Canadian  large  cent  quartette:  ☆  1859  Narrow  9.  MS-60  RB  ☆ 
1900-H  (2).  MS-60  RB,  and  AU-55,  both  lightly  porous  ft  1902 
MS-60  RB  ft  1919  MS-60  RB,  tiny  reverse  spots.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 

2708  1903  10  cents.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Rich  golden  gray  ton¬ 
ing.  Scarce.  The  lowest  mintage  10-cent  issue  of  King  Edward’s 
reign  (in  this  case,  500,000  pieces  were  struck). 

2709  1858  20  cents.  EF-40.  Iridescent  blue  and  golden  gray  surfaces 
display  a  high  degree  of  reflectivity  in  the  fields.  Nice  for  the 
grade. 

In  1858  the  20-cent  piece  became  a  popular  Canadian  denomination  and 
was  widely  accepted,  there  being  no  25-cent  piece  to  compete.  In  later  years 
there  were  additional  coinages  of  this  denomination  for  the  provinces. 

2710  1901  25  cents.  AU-55.  Satiny  iridescent  golden  gray  surfaces 
with  some  blue  and  rose  on  each  side  as  well. 

From  the  final  year  of  Queen  Victoria’s  long  reign  (1837-1901). 


2711  1913  25  cents.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem,  and  scarce  this 
nice.  Highly  lustrous  with  pale  rose  and  gold  highlights  on 
each  side. 


2712  1927  25  cents.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  key  date,  and  quite  scarce  at 
the  gem  level.  Mainly  brilliant  with  rich  gold  at  the  rims. 

2713  1907  50  cents.  AU-55.  Choice  for  the  grade.  Lustrous,  mainly 
brilliant. 

2714  Selection  of  Uncirculated  50  cent  pieces:  ft  1944  MS-62  ft 
1948  MS-61.  A  key  date  ft  1954  WSF.  MS-63  ft  1955  MS-62.  All 
lustrous.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2715  1912  gold  five  dollars.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous,  reverse 
considerably  finer  than  the  obverse.  From  the  first  year  of  the 
denomination. 

2716  1912  gold  five  dollars.  AU-55  (PCI).  Brilliant  with  pale  gold 
toning. 

2717  1912  gold  five  dollars.  AU-50  (NGC).  Lustrous. 

2718  1913  gold  five  dollars.  AU-50  (NGC).  Soft  golden  toning.  Lus¬ 
trous. 

2719  1914  gold  five  dollars.  AU-50  (PCI).  Bright,  lustrous  surfaces. 


2720  1912  gold  10  dollars.  AU-55  (NGC).  Warm  pale  gold  toning 
across  each  side. 

2721  1913  gold  10  dollars.  AU-55  (PCI).  Hairlined  on  each  side 
from  an  old  cleaning.  Now  toned  a  deep  orange  at  the  periph¬ 
ery. 

2722  1914  gold  10  dollars.  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  lustre.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example. 

2723  1941  five-piece  Uncirculated  set:  ft  Cent.  MS-63  RB,  light  spots 

☆  Five  cents.  MS-63  ☆  10  cents.  MS-64  ft  25  cents.  MS-64  ft  50 
cents.  MS-63.  All  of  the  silver  coins  display  some  degree  of  at¬ 
tractive  toning.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2724  1943  five-piece  Uncirculated  set:  ft  Cent.  MS-63  RB  ft  Five 
cents.  Tombac  composition.  MS-63  ☆  10  cents.  MS-63  ☆  25 
cents.  MS-63  ft  50  cents.  MS-63.  The  silver  pieces  all  display 
some  toning.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2725  1946  six-piece  Uncirculated  set:  ft  Cent.  MS-63  RB,  light  spots 
ft  Five  cents.  MS-60,  obverse  scratch  ☆  10  cents.  MS-63  ft  25 
cents.  MS-64  PL  ☆  50  cents.  MS-63  ☆  Dollar.  MS-63  PL.  All  of 
the  silver  coins  display  light,  attractive  toning.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

2726  1947  six-piece  Uncirculated  set:  ft  Cent.  Maple  Leaf.  MS-63 
RB,  light  spots  ft  Five  cents.  MS-60  ☆  10  cents.  Maple  Leaf. 
MS-63  ft  25  cents.  Maple  Leaf.  MS-63  ft  50  cents.  Curved  7. 
MS-63  ft  Dollar.  Pointed  7.  AU-58.  All  of  the  silver  coins  dis¬ 
play  various  degrees  of  toning.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

2727  Rare  1948  six-piece  Uncirculated  set:  ft  Cent.  MS-63  RB,  light 
spots  ft  Five  cents.  MS-64  ft  10  cents.  MS-63  PL  ft  25  cents. 
MS-64  PL  ☆  50  cents.  MS-64  ft  Dollar.  MS-63  PL.  All  of  the  sil¬ 
ver  coins  except  the  dollar  display  various  degrees  of  toning. 
(Total:  6  pieces) 

Among  Canadian  coins  of  the  modern  era,  those  dated  1948  are  particu¬ 
larly  prized,  due  primarily  to  the  reputation  of  the  silver  dollar  as  a  key  to 
the  series,  although  certain  other  denominations  are  elusive. 

2728  Two  1949  six-piece  Uncirculated  sets:  ft  Cent  (2).  MS-64  RD, 
and  MS-60  RB  ft  Five  cents  (2).  MS-64,  and  MS-63  ft  10  cents 
(2).  MS-64  PL,  and  MS-64  ☆  25  cents  (2).  MS-64,  and  MS-63  PL 

☆  50  cents  (2).  MS-64,  and  MS-63  ft  Dollar  (2).  MS-67,  and  MS- 
63.  All  of  the  silver  coins  display  light  toning  highlights.  (Total: 
12  pieces) 

2729  1953  No  Shoulder  Fold.  Six-piece  Uncirculated  set:  ft  Cent. 
MS-64  RB  ☆  Five  cents.  MS-64  PL  ☆  10  cents.  MS-65  ☆  25 
cents.  MS-64  PL  ☆  50  cents.  MS-63  ft  Dollar.  MS-64  PL.  All  of 
the  silver  coins  display  various  degrees  of  toning.  (Total:  6 
pieces) 

Struck  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  England’s  Queen  Elizabeth  (1953- 
present). 

2730  1953  No  Shoulder  Fold.  Six-piece  Uncirculated  set:  ☆  Cent. 
MS-63  BN  ☆  Five  cents.  MS-63  ☆  10  cents.  MS-60  ☆  25  cents. 
MS-60  ☆  50  cents.  MS-63  PL  ☆  Dollar.  MS-63  PL.  All  of  the  sil¬ 
ver  coins  display  various  degrees  of  toning.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

2731  1954  With  Shoulder  Fold.  Two  six-piece  Uncirculated  sets:  ft 
Cent.  MS-63  RB  (2)  ft  f  ive  cents  (2).  MS-65,  and  MS-64  ft  10 
cents.  MS-64  (2)  ft  25  cents.  MS-64  (2)  ft  50  cents.  MS-63  PL  ft 
Dollar  (2).  MS-63  PL,  and  MS-63.  One  complete  set  of  the  sil¬ 
ver  denominations  is  brilliant,  the  other  diplays  light  toning 
highlights.  (Total:  12  pieces) 
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2732  Canadian  silver  type  coin  trio:  ☆  1858  10  cents.  EF-45  ☆  1870 
10  cents.  Narrow  0  variety.  VF-30  ☆  1858  20  cents.  VF-30.  All 
attractive  golden  gray  coins,  each  nice  for  the  grade.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 

2733  1837  Canadian  bank  note.  Merchants  Bank,  Toronto.  AS-497. 
$5.  G8.  VG.  A  well-circulated  specimen  though  fully  intact. 
Scarce  and  desirable. 

This  bank  is  listed  in  Haxby  as  being  non-existent.  All  notes  are  consid¬ 
ered  fraudulent.  The  lower  reaches  of  what  today  is  known  as  Canada  took 
part  in  the  great  passion  for  issuing  private  bank  notes  from  the  1830s 
through  the  1850s,  plus  some  before  and  after  that  period.  Bank  note  print¬ 
ers  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia  readily  supplied  sheets  to  entrepreneurs 
north  of  the  border  who  may  or  may  not  have  had  legitimate  banking  busi¬ 
nesses. 

2734  Canadian  Chartered  Bank  Notes.  The  Bank  of  British  North 
America.  1859.  $1.  Charlton  55-12-22-04.  Serial:  68839.  VG. 
Mounted  on  card.  Scarce  in  all  grades. 

London  imprint  of  Perkins  Bacon  &  Co. 

Scarce  Canadian  Chartered  Bank  Notes 

2735  Offering  of  scarce  Canadian  chartered  bank  notes,  all  differ¬ 
ent  issues.  Each  is  mounted  on  card:  ☆  Bank  of  Clifton.  1859. 
$3.  C- 120- 10-04-4.  New  (imprint  of  American  Bank  Note  Co., 
New  York)  ☆  Commercial  Bank.  1854.  $10.  C-190-18-04.  Cir¬ 
culating  counterfeit.  Fine  (imprint  of  Rawdon,  Wright  8c 
Hatch,  New  York— but,  obviously,  not  from  the  presses  of  this 
firm)  ☆  Consolidated  Bank.  1876.  $10.  C-205-10-06.  Fair  (im¬ 
print  of  British  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  Montreal)  ☆  Farm¬ 
ers  Bank  of  St.Johns,  Lower  Canada.  (1838).  $10  remainder. 
C-295-12-06R.  EF  (imprint  of  Lowe,  146  Broadway,  New  York 
City— an  obscure  printer)  ☆  International  Bank  of  Canada. 
1859.  $10.  C-380-12-02.  EF  (imprint  of  American  Bank  Note 
Company)  ☆  Bank  of  Ottawa  Montreal.  1854.  $3  remainder. 
C-560- 12-04-04  (type  of).  Fine  (imprint  of  Burton,  Gurley,  8c 
Edmonds,  New  York— an  obscure  firm)  ☆  Union  Bank.  1838. 
$5.  C-725-10-6.  Fine  (imprint  of  Burton  &  Gurley,  New  York) 
☆  Zimmerman  Bank.  1856.  $1.  C-815-12-02-02.  Fine  (imprint 
of  the  Montreal  office  of  Toppan,  Carpenter  8c  Co.).  (Total:  8 
pieces) 

All  different  issues  from  various  institutions  chartered  during  the  19th 
century. 


Rare  $1  Phenix  Bank  Issue 


2736  Canadian  chartered  bank  notes.  Phenix  Bank.  $1.  C-590-10- 
02-02.  Proof.  Black  printing  on  white  paper.  Mounted  on  card. 
New,  with  a  repair  at  the  lower  right  corner. 

Imprint  of  Jas.  Harris,  New  York  City;  vignette  of  eagle  or  phoenix  at  up¬ 
per  right  signed  “Wright.” 


Colonial  Bank  Collection 

2737  Canadian  chartered  bank  notes.  Selection  of  notes  by 
Jocelyn,  Draper  &  Welsh,  for  the  American  Bank  Note  Com¬ 
pany,  including  several  Uncirculated  pieces.  All  are  mounted 
on  card:  ☆  $4  C- 130- 10-02-08.  EF  or  better  ☆  $5  C-130-10-02- 
10.  New  ☆  $10  C-l 30- 10-02- 12.  EF  or  better  ☆  $1  C-130-10-04- 
02.  New  ☆  $3  C-l 30-10-04-06.  New  (4)  ☆  $4  C-l 30- 10-04-08. 
New  (2)  ☆  $5  C-l 30- 10-04- 10.  New.  (Total:  11  pieces) 

An  important  addition  to  the  marvelous  archive  of  Jocelyn  material  of¬ 
fered  in  the  present  sale. 

2738  Canadian  chartered  bank  notes.  Bank  of  Upper  Canada.  Trio 
of  desirable  varieties.  All  are  mounted  on  card:  ☆  1819.  $10. 
C-765-10-16.  Fine  ☆  1820.  $1.  C-765-12-02.  EF  ☆  1820.  $2.  C- 
765-12-04.  VF.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

Very  early  notes  from  an  era  in  which  finances  in  Canada  were  in  their 
formative  stage.  All  three  notes  with  the  imprint  of  the  Graphic  Company. 
The  lower  denominations  have  an  added  overprint,  “Payable  at  the  Bank  of 
Canada  and  Montreal”  at  the  top  center. 

2739  Canadian  chartered  bank  notes.  Westmorland  Bank.  Pair  of 
attractive  notes.  Both  are  mounted  on  card:  ☆  1861  $1.  C-800- 
12-02a.  Serial:  13543.  New  ☆  1861  $5.  C-800-12-06a.  Serial: 
12596.  EF.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

Both  with  imprint  of  American  Bank  Note  Company,  NY. 

2740  Offering  of  Canadian  chartered  bank  notes  having  catalogue 
values  ranging  from  $10  to  $40.  Grades  range  from  Fair  to 
New.  Most  are  VF  or  better.  A  very  nice  group  with  dozens  of 
vignettes,  various  imprints,  etc.  (Total:  37  pieces) 

2741  Canadian  scrip.  King  George,  Quebec.  Issued  circa  1837.  Se¬ 
lection  of  notes  grading  average  VF  to  New  ☆  3  coppers  ☆  6 
coppers  ☆  15  coppers  ☆  20  coppers  ☆  24  coppers.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 

2742  Canadian  scrip:  ☆  Distilleries  de  St.  Denis.  1837.  15  sous.  VG 
☆  Forges  Radnor.  1857.  6d.  EF  ☆  Forges  Radnor.  1857.  1/3 
(trente  sols),  EF,  tear  ☆  Forges  Radnor.  1857.  Piastre.  EF  ☆ 
City  of  Hamilton.  1856.  $2.  VG  ☆  Counties  of  Leeds  and 
Grenville.  1850  $100  debenture.  AU.  All  are  mounted  on  card. 
(Total:  6  pieces) 

2743  Canadian  scrip.  Champlain  8c  St.  Lawrence  Rail  Road.  August 
1,  1837.  Six  subjects:  7.5d  (2),  15d  (2),  2s6d  (2).  New.  Slight 
tear  at  top.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

Vignettes  include  Spanish  coins  and  railroad  scenes.  Imprint  of  Rawdon. 
Wright  &  Edson,  New  York  City,  dated  just  prior  to  the  entry'  of  this  firm 
into  the  conglomerate  which  became  known  as  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company. 

World  Gold  Coins 

A  diverse  selection  of  world  gold  coins  is  offered  and 
primarily  consists  of  issues  of  the  19th  and  20th  centuries, 
although  some  earlier  pieces  are  included  as  well. 

2744  Austria.  1913  100  corona.  KM-2819.  AU-50.  Lustrous.  Portrait 

of  Franz  Joseph  to  right  on  obverse,  titles  around.  Reverse 
with  denomination  and  date  (in  both  Roman  and  Arabic  nu¬ 
merals)  around  the  Arms  of  Austria.  (Fst.  $600-800) 

2745  Austria.  1914  100  corona.  KM-2819.  MS-60.  Lustrous  with 

some  prooflike  quality  present.  (Esl-  $600-800) 

2746  Austria.  1937  25  schillings.  KM-2856.  MS-63  PL  Lustrous 

Saint  Leopold  commemorative.  (E-St  $250-300) 
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2747  Brazil.  1785-R  Ru»  de  Janeiro  Mint.  6,400  reis.  KM-199.2.  AU- 
58.  Lustrous.  Conjoined  busts  of  Maria  and  Pedro  on  obverse, 
legends  around,  date  below.  Crowned  arms  on  reverse. 

(Est.  $400-600) 

Maria  I  ruled  Portugal  and  Brazil  jointly  with  her  husband,  Dom  Pedro  III, 
from  1777  until  Pedro's  death  in  1786.  She  then  ruled  alone,  as  widow,  until 
1799.  Failing  mental  health  and  age  overcame  her,  and  her  son,  Joao  (later 
Joao  VI  1818-1822)  ruled  with  her  as  Prince  Regent,  from  1799  until  her 
death  in  1816. 

2748  Brazil.  Medal.  XXI  Aprilis  MCMLX  (April,  21,  1960).  29  mm. 
MS-62.  JUSCELINO  KUBITSCHEK  DE  OLIVEIRA  CRE¬ 
ATOR  BRASILIAE  around  bust  on  obverse,  XXI  APRILIS 
MCMLX  above,  BRASILIA  below  three  fancy  diamond-like 
devices,  sprigs  on  either  side.  Edge  stamped  22:24-15.97  CM. 

(Est.  $200-300) 

2749  Chile.  1791-DA  Santiago  Mint.  Eight  escudos.  KM-54.  VF-35. 

Lustrous  with  deep  golden  highlights  at  the  rims.  A  pleasing 
example  of  the  gold  “doubloon”  or  “piece  of  eight”  coinage 
that  is  closely  entwined  with  pirate  lore.  (Est.  $400-600) 

This  and  related  Spanish-American  gold  (and  silver)  coins  were  staples  in 
American  commerce  in  the  late  18th  and  early  19th  centuries,  and  many 
large  transactions  in  eastern  financial  centers  were  consummated  with  such 
pieces. 

2750  Chile.  1850-DA  Santiago  Mint.  Eight  escudos.  KM-105.  EF-45. 
Lustrous  with  a  few  tiny  marks.  Arms  of  Chile  obverse,  stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  with  constitution  reverse.  Repunched  0  in  date. 

(Est.  $400-600) 


2751  Colombia.  Colonial.  1804-JF  Popayan  Mint.  Eight  escudos. 
KM-62.2.  EF-45.  Strong  lustre  on  reflective  surfaces. 

(Est.  $700-1,000) 


2752  Colombia.  Republic.  1828-FM  Popayan  Mint.  Eight  escudos. 

KM-82.2.  AU-50.  Some  mint-caused  planchet  adjustment 
marks  present  at  the  obverse  center,  as  are  some  tiny,  old 
scratches.  Lustrous.  (Est.  $700-1000) 

2753  Colombia.  Republic  of  Nueva  Granada.  1838-RS  Bogota  Mint. 

16  pesos.  KM-94.1.  AU-50.  An  “X”  is  scratched  into  the  field 
before  Liberty’s  face  on  the  obverse,  otherwise  lustrous  and 
sharp  for  the  grade.  (Est.  $400-500) 

I  he  Republic  of  Colombia,  located  on  the  northwest  corner  of  South 
Americ  a,  was  one  of  the  first  regions  of  the  New  World  visited  by  Spanish 
sailors  in  the-  early  1500s  Colombia  was  known  as  Nueva  (New)  Granada 
until  1861. 


2754  Dominican  Republic.  1955  30  pesos.  KM-24.  MS-60.  Lustrous 

with  some  light,  scattered  marks.  Coined  in  celebration  of  the 
25th  anniversary  of  the  Trujillo  regime.  TRVJILLO  PADRE 
DE  DA  PATRIA  NVEVA  and  date  around  bust  of  Trujillo  on 
the  obverse,  legends  and  arms  reverse.  (Est.  $350-450) 

2755  France.  Dan  12-A  Paris  Mint.  20  francs.  KM-C146.  EF-45. 

Some  lustre  and  a  few  tiny  marks  present.  Obverse  with 
BONAPARTE  PREMIER  CONSUL  around  bust  of  Napoleon, 
reverse  with  REPUBLIQUE  FRANCAISE  and  date  (AN  12) 
around  wreath,  denomination  within.  (Est.  $100-200) 

The  French  monarchy  was  abolished  after  the  French  Revolution  (1789- 
1794),  and  the  First  Republic  was  formed  in  1793.  In  1799,  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  led  a  coup  to  overthrow  the  First  Republic,  and  was  named  First 
Consul  for  life.  A  few  years  later,  he  proclaimed  himself  emperor  of  France 
and  king  of  Italy  (1804-1814).  After  plunging  France  into  war  with  much  of 
Europe  in  the  ensuing  years,  Napoleon,  having  suffered  great  losses,  abdi¬ 
cated  in  1814  and  was  exiled  to  the  Isle  of  Elba  (“able  was  I  ere  I  saw  Elba”  is 
a  famous  pallindrome-a  phrase  that  reads  the  same  forward  as  backward). 
Napoleon  returned  to  lead  France  again  in  March  of  1815.  His  famous  de¬ 
feat  at  Waterloo  in  the  same  year  resulted  in  a  second  exile,  this  time  to  St. 
Helena  where  he  died  in  1821. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  April  2,  1955,  Lot  614. 

2756  Great  Britain.  1709  Two  guineas.  KM-531.  VF-20  for  sharp¬ 

ness,  solder  mark  on  rim  at  12:00.  Probably  ex  jewelry,  sur¬ 
faces  slightly  grainy.  Still  a  presentable  specimen  of  a  scarce 
design  type.  (Est.  $600-800) 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Dr.  Clifford  E.  Smith  Collection,  May 
1955,  Lot  544. 

2757  Great  Britain.  1822  sovereign.  KM-682.  EF-45.  A  few  stray 
marks  noted.  Bust  of  George  IV  on  obverse,  Bernardo 
Pistrucci’s  famous  Saint  George  and  the  dragon  reverse. 

(Est.  $400-600) 

George  IV  (1820-1830)  was  a  notorious  philanderer  and  gambler,  and  not 
well  admired  by  his  subjects.  In  fact,  some  citizens  considered  him  unfit  for 
the  throne  of  England.  They  did,  however,  lavish  their  affections  and  praise 
on  George’s  wife,  Caroline  Amelia  Elizabeth,  the  second  daughter  of  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick,  a  niece  of  George  III,  and  first  cousin  to  her  future  hus¬ 
band.  The  two  were  wed  on  April  8,  1795.  At  that  time,  the  Prince  of  Wales’s 
gambling  debts  were  said  to  approach  £650,000,  a  princely  sum  in  any  era. 
Seven  years  earlier,  the  House  of  Commons  had  voted  the  Prince  of  Wales 
some  £221,000  to  settle  his  debts! 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Smith  Collection,  May  1955,  Lot  770. 

2758  Great  Britain.  1893  sovereign.  KM-785.  Proof-60  (ANACS).  An 

attractive  golden  cameo.  First  year  of  the  so-called  “Old  Head” 
or  “Veiled  Head”  style  (Est.  $300400) 

Originally  sold  as  part  of  the  gold  and  silver  Proof  sets  of  the  date. 

2759  Great  Britain.  1887  £5.  KM-769.  MS-63,  prooflike.  Lustrous. 

Jubilee  Head  style.  (Est.  $650-850) 

2760  Great  Britain.  1887  £5.  KM-769.  AU-50,  jewelry  piece.  An  or¬ 

nate  gold  loop  attachment  is  mounted  at  the  top.  Struck  to 
commemorate  Queen  Victoria’s  50th  year  on  the  throne  of 
England.  An  attractive  pendant.  (Est.  $400-600) 

2761  Great  Britain.  1984  £5.  KM-924  (3).  Each  MS-65  or  finer,  as  is¬ 

sued.  Housed  in  original  sealed  Royal  Mint  packages.  (Total:  3 
pieces)  (Est.  $1,000-1,200) 

2762  Great  Britain.  1985  four-piece  gold  set:  ☆  £5.  KM-945.  Proof- 

67  (ANACS)  ☆  £2.  KM-944.  Proof-67  ☆  Sovereign.  KM-943. 
Proof-69  (ANACS)  ☆  Half  sovereign.  KM-942.  Proof-68 
(ANACS).  (Total:  4  pieces)  (Est.  $550-750) 
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2763  Hungary.  1907-KB  Kremnitz  Mint.  100  korona.  KM-490.  AU- 

50.  Frosty  at  the  centers,  mirrorlike  at  the  rims,  as  struck.  Lus¬ 
trous  and  attractive  for  the  grade.  Edge  lettered  BIZALMAM 
AZ  OS1  ERENYBEN  followed  by  ornate  “bookend”  devices 
with  two  stars  between  them.  (£st  $500-700) 

2764  Italy.  191 1-R  Rome  Mint.  50  lire.  KM-54.  AU-50.  Much  remain¬ 
ing  lustre.  Struck  to  commemorate  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
establishment  of  the  Kingdom  of  Italy.  A  very  popular  issue. 

(Est.  $500-700) 

An  attractive  allegorical  reverse  is  reminiscent  of  U.S.  bank  notes  of  the 
same  era.  Figures  no  doubt  representing  Commerce  and  Industry,  garbed 
as  ancient  Greek  or  Roman  gods,  stand  dockside.  A  steamship  glides  by  in 
the  background,  and  a  garland  draped  plow  is  on  the  dock  to  the  left  below 
the  dual-date  1861-1911. 


2765  Italy.  1923-R  Rome  Mint.  100  lire.  KM-65.  AU-55.  Frosted  Fin¬ 

ish.  Much  lustre  remaining  on  the  matte-like  surfaces.  Struck 
to  commemorate  the  first  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of 
fascism  in  Italy.  (Est.  $900-1,200) 

From  Stack ’s  Metropolitan  New  York  Numismatic  Convention  sale, 
May  1956,  Lot  2111. 

2766  Italian  States.  Sardinia.  1819  Turino  Mint.  20  lire.  KM-95.  EF- 

45.  A  nice  example  with  no  visible  distractions.  Legend  and 
date  around  bust  on  obverse,  legend  around  coat  of  arms  on 
reverse.  (Est.  $200-300) 


2767  Japan.  Year  45  (1912).  20  yen.  KM-34.  AU-58,  lightly  brushed. 

A  golden  rarity  from  the  land  of  the  rising  sun.  Attractive  de¬ 
spite  some  light  hairlines.  (Est.  $1,200-1,500) 

• 

2768  Mexico.  Estados  Unidos  Mexicanos.  1947  50  pesos.  KM-481. 

AU-50.  Lustrous.  (Est.  $450-550) 

2769  Mexico.  Estados  Unidos  Mexicanos.  1943  50  pesos.  KM-482. 

AU-50.  Lustrous.  A  popular  issue  containing  over  1.2  ounces 
of  pure  gold.  (Est.  $450-550) 

2770  Mexico.  Six-piece  type  set  of  20th-century  gold  issues:  'w’  1945 

2  pesos.  MS-64  ☆  1945  2-1/2  pesos.  MS-64  ☆  1955  5  pesos. 
MS-64  ☆  1959  10  pesos.  AU-55  ☆  1959  20  pesos.  MS-63  ☆ 
1947  50  pesos.  AU-50.  (Total:  6  pieces)  (Est.  $600-700) 

2771  Portugal.  1740  four  escudos.  KM-221.  EF-40.  Lustrous  with 
warm  highlights.  Obverse  with  bust  of  John  V  to  right,  legends 
around  and  date  below  bust.  Reverse  with  arms  of  Portugal. 

(Est.  $400-600) 

From  Slack ’s  Metropolitan  New  York  Numismatic  Convention  sale, 
May  1956,  Lot  2151. 


2772  Spain.  1793-MF  Madrid  Mint.  Two  escudos.  KM-74.1.  I  12. 
Nicer  than  the  assigned  grade  implies.  (Est.  $100-150) 


2773  Spain.  1897  (97)  Madrid  Mint.  100  pesetas.  KM-90.  AU-50. 

Lustrous  and  prooflike  on  each  side.  ($900-1,200) 

From  Stack ’s  New  England  Numismatic  Conference  Sale,  October 
1955,  Lot  541. 

2774  Turkey.  AH  1327  (Year  5).  250  kurush.  KM-757.  AU-50.  Lus¬ 
trous,  prooflike.  Monnaie  de  Luxe.  A  very  slight  bend  is 
present  on  this  thin,  large-diameter  gold  coin.  (Est.  $400-600) 

2775  Turkey.  1923/41  250  kurush.  KM-857.  MS-63.  Dated  1923/41, 

with  the  41  representing  1941,  the  actual  date  of  issue.  Highly 
lustrous.  (Est.  $400-600) 

2776  European  pair:  ☆  France.  1811-A  20  francs.  KM-C166.1.  AU- 

58  ☆  Prussia.  1874-A  10  marks.  KM-504.1.  MS-60.  (Total:  2 

pieces)  (Est.  $200-300) 

2777  World  gold  coin  trio:  ☆  German  States.  Bavaria.  1877-D  five 

marks.  KM-506.  AU-50  ☆  Sweden.  1882-EB  five  kronor.  KM- 
532.  EF-40  ☆  1883-EB  five  kronor.  KM-532.  AU-50.  (Total:  3 
pieces)  (Est.  $300-400) 

World  Coins,  etc. 

2778  Argentina.  Pair  of  Proof  notes:  ☆  5  pesos.  Type  of  Pick-S482. 

La  Provincia  de  Buenos  Aires.  1869.  Black  printing  on  white 
paper.  Choice  New.  Punch  canceled  ☆  1  peso.  Type  of  Pick- 
561.  El  Banco  de  la  Provincia  de  Buenos  Aires.  1881.  Black 
printing  on  white  paper.  Net  AU  with  foxing.  Mounted  on 
card.  (Total:  2  pieces)  (Est.  $200-300) 

This  is  the  only  piece  of  world  currency  offered  in  this  section. 

2779  Austrian  States.  Tyrol.  Archduke  Ferdinand  (1564-1595).  Un¬ 
dated.  Hall  Mint.  Thaler.  Davenport-A8097  for  similar  type. 
VF-30.  Medium  gray  with  strong  details  for  the  grade. 
FERDINAND:D:G:ARCHIDVX:AVSTRIAE  around  half  por¬ 
trait  of  Ferdinand  to  right  on  obverse,  his  right  hand  holding 
sceptre,  left  hand  on  sword.  Reverse  with  DVX*BVRGUNDIE 
COMES*TIROLIS  around  crowned  arms  and  garter. 

(Est.  $200-400) 

During  the  15th  and  16th  centuries,  the  Habsburg  (or  Hapsburg)  family 
of  Austria  practically  ruled  Europe.  The  titular  head  of  Austria  during  those 
centuries  was  also  the  Holy  Roman  Emperor.  Through  propitious  mar¬ 
riages,  the  Habsburgs  sat  on  the  thrones  of  Austria,  Spain,  the  Netherlands, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire.  In  1521-22,  the  House  of 
Habsburg  divided,  with  Charles  V  taking  Spain,  the  Netherlands,  and  the 
overseas  possessions,  and  designating  his  brother  Ferdinand  1  as  traditional 
ruler  of  the  Austrian  duchies  and  Germany.  Ferdinand  I  ruled  there  until 
the  abdication  of  Charles  V  in  1556,  at  which  time  he  was  named  Holy  Ro¬ 
man  Emperor.  He  ruled  until  his  death  in  1564.  The  Ferdinand  on  the  coin 
offered  here  was  a  Habsburg  cousin  who  ruled  in  Tyrol  from  1564  until  his 
death  in  1595.  The  duchies  of  Austria  were  often  given  to  brothers  or  cous¬ 
ins  of  the  Holy  Roman  Emperor  as  rewards  or  to  maintain  family  unity  . 
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2780  Austrian  States.  Tyrol.  Archduke  Ferdinand  (1564-1595).  Un¬ 

dated.  Hall  Mint.  Thaler.  D-A8097  for  similar  type.  VF-20.  Me¬ 
dium  gray  with  strong  design  details.  FERDINAND:D:G: 
ARCH1DVX:AVSTRIAE  around  half  portrait  of  Ferdinand  to 
right  on  obverse,  his  right  hand  holding  sceptre,  left  hand  on 
sword.  Reverse  with  DVX*BVRGUNDIE  COMES*TIROLIS 
around  crowned  arms  and  garter.  (Est.  $200-400) 

Located  on  the  Kocher  River  in  northern  Wurttemberg,  the  city  of  Hall 
was  held  as  an  early  fief  of  the  German  Empire  by  the  Saltgraves,  who  no 
doubt  took  their  family  name  from  the  well-known  salt-producing  region  in 
which  they  ruled.  Later,  the  town  belonged  to  the  Knights  Templar.  By 
1276,  it  was  made  a  free  imperial  city,  and  in  1396,  the  city  received  the  mint 
right.  The  city  was  ceded  to  the  German  State  of  Wurttemberg  in  1802.  The 
thalers  of  Ferdinand  (and  most  other  rulers)  are  of  similar  types,  but  often 
come  from  dies  that  vary  slightly  in  such  things  as  spacing  of  legends,  types 
of  armor  worn  by  the  central  figure,  and  other  slight  differences  as  well. 
Our  own  early  dollars  (simply  an  Americanization  of  the  word  thaler)  of 
1794-1803  are  also  a  rich  source  of  die  varieties. 

2781  Great  Britain.  Two  four-piece  Maundy  sets  of  James  II,  each 
with  silver  penny,  twopence,  threepence,  and  fourpence  (or 
groat):  ☆  1686.  Average  EF-45  ☆  1687.  Average  EF-40.  The 
fourpence  is  plainly  overdated  1687/6.  (Total:  8  pieces) 

(Est.  $200-300) 

2782  Great  Britain.  Farthing  trio  of  George  I,  all  in  ANACS  holders: 

☆  1720.  MS-61.  Brown  ☆  1722.  MS-61.  Brown  ☆  1724  AU-55. 
Brown.  A  nice  group.  (Total:  3  pieces)  (Est.  $400-600) 

2783  Great  Britain.  1821  half  crown.  KM-676.  Proof-63  (ANACS). 

Lovely  steel  gray  cameo  contrast.  From  the  presentation  Proof 
set  of  the  year.  (Est.  $500-700) 

Rare  Proof  1834  Half  Crown 


2784  Great  Britain.  1834  half  crown  of  William  IV.  KM-714.2. 
Proof-63  (ANACS).  Reeded  edge.  Deep  steel  gray.  Rare. 

(Est.  $1,000-1,400) 

The  reeded  edge  variety  features  a  slightly  broader  effigy,  with  hair  differ¬ 
ently  arranged  and  the  obverse  designer’s  initials  WW  (for  William  Wyon) 
in  script  rather  than  block  capital  letters. 

2785  Great  Britain.  1821  crown.  KM-680.1.  MS-62  (ANACS).  Lus¬ 
trous  gray  with  rose  highlights.  Scarce  in  Mint  State. 

(Est.  $250-300) 

2786  France.  1792-A  Paris  Mint.  Obverse  lion,  reverse  lyre  privy 

marks.  Ecu.  KM-C  78.1;  D-1333.  VF-20.  Louis  XVI  (1774-1793). 
Some  light  obverse  planchet  adjustment  marks  are  present,  al¬ 
though  they  do  little  to  detract  from  the  overall  aesthetic  appeal 
of  the  coin.  Obverse  with  rich  silver  gray  tones,  reverse  highly 
lustrous  and  attractively  toned,  with  claims  to  a  higher  grade.  A 
rare  issue  from  the  Paris  Mint,  with  no  recorded  mintage  figure 
in  the  Krause-Mishler  reference.  (Est.  $400-600) 


2787  German  States.  Saxony.  August  (1553-1586).  1563  thaler.  D- 

9795.  Fine-12.  Medium  gray.  A  few  tiny  marks  present,  but  still 
nice  for  the  type.  Obverse  with  AVGVSTVS  •  I):G  • 
DVX  •  SAXONIE  •  SA  •  ROMA  •  IM  around  half  portrait,  date 
split  by  portrait.  Reverse  with  ARCHIMARS  CHAL*ET*ELE 
around  crowned  arms.  (Est.  $200-300) 

2788  German  States.  Saxony.  Christian  II  (1591-161 1),  Johann 
Georg  (1591-1656),  and  August  (1591-1615).  1600  “Three 
Brothers”  thaler.  D-7557.  EF-40.  A  nice  example  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  issue,  with  all  portraits  sharp  for  the  grade.  Medium  gray 
and  free  of  major  marks  save  for  a  tiny  area  of  flatness  at  12:00 
on  the  obverse  rim.  Obverse  with  portraits  of  the  three  broth¬ 
ers  at  the  center,  CHRISTIAN  •  IOHAN:GEORG  •  ET- 
AVGVSTVS  around  the  portraits,  date  above  them.  Reverse 
with  FRAT:ET  •  DVCES  •  SAXON  around  coat  of  arms. 

(Est.  $200-300) 

The  famous  and  popular  “three  brothers”  thaler  of  Saxony  features  the 
adolescent  portraits  of  Christian  II,  Johann  Georg,  and  August,  three  sib¬ 
lings  who  ruled  Saxony  from  childhood.  Of  the  three,  Johann  Georg  lived 
longest.  He  ruled  jointly  with  Christian  II  and  August  from  1591  until  1611, 
when  Christian  II  passed  on.  He  then  shared  the  throne  with  August  until 
1615,  when  August  passed  away.  After  outliving  both  his  brothers,  Johann 
Georg  remained  on  the  throne  of  Saxony  for  41  more  years,  until  his  own 
demise  in  1656. 

2789  German  States.  Saxony.  Johann  Georg  (1591-1656)  and  Au¬ 

gust  (1591-1615).  1613  thaler.  D-7561.  EF-40.  Choice  for  the 
grade,  with  medium  gray  surfaces  devoid  of  all  but  the  most 
trivial  of  marks.  A  trace  of  old  edge  filing  is  seen  at  9:00;  it  is 
barely  detectable  even  after  careful  scrutiny,  and  is  mentioned 
mainly  as  a  courtesy  to  potential  bidders.  Obverse  with  half 
portrait  of  Johann  Georg,  sword  resting  on  his  right  shoulder, 
date  split  by  portrait.  Reverse  with  bust  of  August  at  center, 
E*  AVGVST  •  F*  E*  D:S:I:C  •  E  •  M  around  bust,  18  shields 
around  legend.  (Est.  $200-300) 

2790  German  States.  Saxony.  Johann  Georg  (1591-1656).  1613 
thaler.  D-7612.  EF-40.  Tiny  “X”  in  obverse  field  before  the 
portrait’s  face,  otherwise  relatively  free  of  unsightly  marks. 
Medium  gray.  Obverse  with  half  portrait  of  Johann  Georg, 
sword  resting  on  his  right  shoulder,  legends  around.  Reverse 
with  legends  around  crowned  arms,  date  split  by  crown. 

(Est.  $200-300) 

2791  German  States  and  Germany  duo:  ☆  Mecklenberg-Schwerin. 

1915-A  Berlin  Mint.  Three  marks.  KM-340.  Proof-64  ☆  Ger¬ 
many.  1932-A  Berlin  Mint.  Three  marks.  KM-76.  MS-63, 

prooflike.  Goethe.  (Total:  2  pieces)  (Est.  $200-300) 

2792  Hungary.  Ferdinand  II  of  Austria  (1618-1637).  1634  thaler. 
KM-75;  D-3129.  VF-30.  A  lovely  coin  for  the  grade,  with  strong 
details  and  surfaces  free  of  all  but  some  trivial  marks. 
Deep  steel  gray  with  iridescent  gunmetal-blue  highlights 

•  FERDINAND  D  •  G  •  RO  •  I  •  S  •  AVG  •  GER  •  HV  •  BOH  •  REX 
around  laureated  bust  to  right  on  obverse,  ARCHIDVX 

•  AVS  •  DVX  •  BVR  •  MAR  •  CO  •  TYR  •  1634  around  arms  on  re¬ 
verse.  (Est.  $200-300) 

2793  Mexico.  1790-FM  Mexico  City  Mint.  Eight  reales.  KM- 108.  EF- 

40.  Lustrous.  (Est.  $  1 75-225) 

2794  Mexico.  1793-FM  Mexico  City  Mint.  Eight  reales.  KM-109.  AU- 

50.  Lustrous.  (Est.  $175-225) 
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2795  Philippines.  United  States  Administration.  1906  peso.  KM-168. 
Proof-64.  Deep  silver  gray  and  light  iridescent  gold  toning  on 
both  sides.  Lustrous  mirror  surfaces.  One  of  just  500  Proofs  of 
the  date  struck.  Coined  in  Philadelphia  for  the  Philippines 
while  under  U.S.  administration  (1903-1935).  (Est.  $300-500) 

At  one  time  the  Proof  coins  struck  in  America  for  distribution  in  the  Phil¬ 
ippines  during  the  first  decade  of  the  present  century,  were  fairly  easy  to 
obtain  in  numismatic  circles.  In  fact,  as  late  as  the  1950s,  Wayte  Raymond 
had  some  original  undistributed  sets  still  wrapped  in  thin  tissue  paper  (we 
recall  acquiring  a  number  of  these).  Today,  the  supply  is  widespread,  and 
the  rarity  of  a  piece  such  as  the  Proof-only  1906  peso  is  appreciated  for  its 
true  worth. 

2796  Philippines.  Counterstamp.  KM-63.  VF-20.  Host  coin:  1808- 

TH  Mexico  City  Mint.  Eight  reales.  KM-109.  F-15.  Even  deep 
gray  surfaces.  Krause  plate  coin.  (Est.  $100-150) 

2797  Russia.  1731  Moscow  Mint.  Rouble.  KM-192.1;  D-1670.  EF-40. 

Silver  gray  with  rose  highlights.  Anna’s  portrait  to  right  on  ob¬ 
verse,  Russian  eagle  on  reverse.  (Est.  $150-250) 


2798  Russia.  1732  Moscow  Mint.  Rouble.  KM-192.1;  D-1670.  VF  35. 

Deep  silver  gray  with  blue  highlights.  (Est.  $  150-250) 

2799  Russia.  1745  St.  Petersburg  Mint.  Rouble.  KM-C19b.4;  D-1677. 
EF-40.  Deep  silver  gray  with  blue  highlights,  some  faint,  old 
scrapes  in  obverse  field.  Bust  of  Elizabeth  to  right  on  obverse, 
no  clasp  at  shoulder.  Overstruck  on  an  unknown  undertype, 
probably  an  earlier  rouble.  Date  reads  17745,  with  an  extra  7 
(from  the  undertype)  between  the  17  and  45  of  the  date. 

(Est.  $200-400) 


End  of  Sale 
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The  Boys  Town  and  Mamiye  Collections 


Colonial  and  Early  America  Coins . 1-75 

Half  Cents . 76-93 

Large  Cents . 94-318 

Small  Cents . 319-403 

Nickel  Three-Cent  Pieces .  404;  405 

Silver  Three-Cent  Piece .  406^114 

Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces . 415-492 

Half  Dimes . 493-523 

Dimes  . 524-666 

Twenty-Cent  Pieces  . 667-675 

Quarter  Dollars . 1001-1182 

Half  Dollars .  1183-1407 

Silver  Dollars .  1408-1669 

Trade  Dollars .  1670-1679 

Gold  Dollars . 2001-2040 

Quarter  Eagles . 2041-2107 

Three-Dollar  Gold  Pieces . 2108-2145 

Half  Eagles . 2146-2195 

Eagles  .  2196-2248 

Double  Eagles . 2249-2296 

Private  and  Territorial  Gold  Coins  . 2297-2308 

Commemorative  Silver  Coins . 2309-2386 

Commemorative  Gold  Coins . 2387-2397 

Pattern  Coins .  2398-2409 

Proof  Sets . 2410-2428 

Miscellaneous  U.S.  Coins . 2429-2457 

California  Small  Denomination  Gold . 2458-2460 

Error  Coins .  2461-2470 

Exonumia .  2471-2474 

Federal  Currency . 2475-2482 

National  Bank  Notes . 2483-2487 

Small-Size  Notes . 2488;  2489 

Fractional  Currency . 2490-2496 

Early  American  Currency . 2497-2529 

Obsolete  Currency . 2530-2538 

Confederate  Currency . 2539-2542 

Scrip  Notes . 2543-2559 

Vignettes  and  Vignette  Sheets . 2560-2593 

Financial  and  Fiscal  Miscellany . 2594-2646 

T.E.  Leon  Numismatic  Americana . 2647-2706 

Canadian  Coins,  Currency,  and  Scrip . 2707-2743 

World  Gold  Coins . 2744-2777 

World  Coins .  2778-2799 
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When  Great  Collections  are  Sold, 
Bowers  and  Merena  Sells  Them. 


Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc 

Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

800-458-4646  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  Fax:  603-569-5319 


